
D86 Board, Pollak hit with lawsuit

State lawmakers call for caution on 5G

New sports feature — Throwback Thursday!
Take a trip down memory lane with a look back at Red Devil sports over last 10 years

No shortage of pomp for Central seniors
Educators, parents have worked to fi nd ways to celebrate members of the Class of 2020

Health department can’t keep changing the rules

Here’s to ringing in more than just a new year

Senior living may replace IBLP building

State lawmakers call for caution on 5GState lawmakers call for caution on 5GState lawmakers call for caution on 5GState lawmakers call for caution on 5G

D86 Board, Pollak hit with lawsuitD86 Board, Pollak hit with lawsuitD86 Board, Pollak hit with lawsuitD86 Board, Pollak hit with lawsuit

Winter might not 
halt construction 
on parking deck

Police chief ’s warning keeps falling on deaf ears

Local hoops scene catching fi reHinsdale Inferno travel program helps youth boost their basketball skills

State coronavirus cases now number 19
First cases reported outside of Cook County as governor criticizes response from the feds

How to save a home? It takes a village
High-tech tool tapped in COVID-19 fi ghtLibraries discover 3D printers have role to play in providing PPE for hospital workers

Village pumps brakes on road projects Streets eyed
as dining room
alternatives

Preparing for a one-of-a-kind Mother’s Day

Village preps for next 
Police chief ’s warning keeps falling on deaf ears

Village preps for next 
Police chief ’s warning keeps falling on deaf ears

phase of reopening

Dist. 181 students, staff return to school

Runners, swimmers are back in actionRed Devil athletes learning resilience as they face an unusual season due to COVID-19How to save a home? It takes a village

Red Devil athletes learning resilience as they face an unusual season due to COVID-19How to save a home? It takes a village

Presidential race brings voters to polls
Turnout high nationwide, in DuPage; citizens still wait for next president to be declared
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Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Drive through preschool — Children and their moms attending the Union Church Early Child Preschool Mother and Child Program got a 

chance to visit their teachers the morning of May 6. Visitors stayed in their cars and stopped at three stations. At the first, teacher Kathryn 

Heine sang a couple of songs. Katie Szafarczyk read a story at the second and Beth Bozeman provided the moms with an at-home pack-

age for continued learning at the final stop. Josephine Lange enjoyed singing the “Five Green Speckled Frogs” song. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Commissioners point to favorite 

historic structures in town.

Page 5

Hinsdale eateries prepping for 

Virtual Restaurant Week.

Page 14

BAM singers share ‘Dream’

with hospital staff.

Page 34

The show must go on — The Hinsdale Dance Academy presented its eighth annual recital as 

a socially distanced drive-in theater on July 11 and 12. Eleanor Lancey takes her cues from 

Anne Marie Walsh as they danced to “Sunshine.” Please turn to Page 7 for more pictures. 

(Jim Slonoff photos)
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Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Dist. 181 approvesreopening planPage 3

National parks becomefamily’s playgroundsPage 5

Central sports adjusts tonew guidelinesPage 38

New sports feature — Throwback Thursday!
Police chief ’s warning keeps falling on deaf earsNew sports feature — Throwback Thursday!
Police chief ’s warning keeps falling on deaf ears Take a trip down memory lane with a look back at Red Devil sports over last 10 years
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chris@chrispequet.com
630.327.5175
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CREATING LIFESTYLES...

I have had the unique opportunity to be a 
meaningful part of the Hinsdale and West 
Suburban real estate market for several 
years. A broad depth of knowledge of 
the community has allowed me to bring 
value and success to hundreds of satisfied 
buyers and sellers. My experience spans 
from historical homes to new construction 
and everything in between. Dedication 
to integrity and a high level of personal 
service, is the secret to my success.

SOLD
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2020 in review

“ The community has been wonder-
ful, whether they were swimmers or divers or 
had kids at school. They’ve been very supportive 
and helping make sure that we’re continuing on 
with all those activities and traditions.” — Carol 
Bobo on efforts to raise money to help pay for a 
new 10-lane pool at Hinsdale Central

“ We started working on it in November. We practiced four 
times a week (except for winter break), and then we’ve been working on it 
ever since.” — Franny Lucente, a senior Hinsdale Central cheerleader, on 
the preparation time for a four-minute Pack the Place pep rally routine

“The progress during the 
last few weeks has been amazing. My 
understanding is that it is on schedule, and 
we are excited about its completion this 
spring and being able to utilize it for the 
next school year.” — District 181 facilities 
director Mike Duggan on the new vil-
lage-owned parking deck under construc-
tion at Hinsdale Middle School

“ Music is a language that everyone can speak, that every-
one can hear. It helps me realize that this is why I do what I do.” — senior 
percussionist Lorenzo Jennings on the Hinsdale Central marching band’s 
trip to Italy to perform in the annual Rome New Year’s Parade

Thursday, January 2, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 15 • 32 Pages • $1 on newsstands
Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Book break — Scarlett Garber, along with her mom and brothers Michael and Grant, spent some time Friday visiting the Hinsdale Public 
Library. Each kid found a perfect place to read before embarking on several activites the library was offering. The library’s regular hours 
resume today, Jan. 2, after the New Year’s Day closure. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Nonprofit leaders share 
highlights of 2019.

Page 5

New leader ready to shepherd 
Wellness House’s next chapter.

Page 9

Curtain rising on many new 
productions in 2020.

Page 17

Thursday, January 9, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 16 • 36 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Hinsdale Central Coach Mike Wiggins talks to students as the Friday session of his 5 Star Winter Soccer Camp opens. The winter camp, which 
now meets at Hinsdale Central, has been offered in Hinsdale every year since 1994, when it was held at the old Hinsdale Middle School. 
Additional camps will be offered this summer. (photos by Jon Langham for The Hinsdalean)

Two-part series on Hinsdale 
nonprofits concludes today.

Page 5

Scout continues to support
HCS with Eagle project.

Page 9

Coach hopes athletes learn 
skills that last beyond wrestling.

Page 34

Bravo, bravo! — Lucy Parry was on hand Friday afternoon to watch her brothers sing in the Oak 
School multicultural holiday assembly. After the Oak School Chorus sang to the assembled 
students and their families, each grade also had a chance to sing a song to celebrate the 
event. To see a video of the closing number, visit our Facebook page at https://www.face-
book.com/thehinsdalean. Please turn to Page 7 for more pictures. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Thursday, January 16, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 17 • 44 Pages • $1 on newsttands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Prestigious scholarship offered 
to Central grad.

Page 9

Young actors bring story of 
favorite ogre to life.

Page 17

Trainers play important role in 
HC athletics.

Page 42

Thursday, January 23, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 18 • 40 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Making music — Liam Blank, along with his mom and dad, Meredith and William, spent some time singing and playing instruments at the 
Zion Preschool Early Childhood Education Center’s pancake breakfast Jan. 11. Roberta Wentling from Tiny Toes Music was on hand to 
entertain and encourage families to join in on the musical fun. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Central band celebrates anno 
nuovo in Rome.

Page 7

Meditation can be practiced
anywhere by anyone.

Page 17

Family time is a bit chilly for 
these Hinsdaleans.

Page 38

Thursday, January 30, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 19 • 40 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Just the right note — Kasey Quast, a sixth-grader tuba player at Hinsdale Middle School, practices a piece of music with her classmates 
in the band room at the new Hinsdale Middle School. The added space and technological capabilities are in harmony with instructional 
objectives, teachers say. Read more in the article on Page 5. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Music rooms at new HMS offer 
a sound education.

Page 5

New series offers firsthand look 
at interesting careers.

Page 17

Cheerleaders, pommers add 
spirit to basketball games.

Page 38

“ It’s not really
a role you can mess up. 
Throughout my own 
childhood, I’ve acted 
like a kid. Now I can just 
do it on stage for fun. 
And if I act like more 
of a baby, that’s even 
better.” — sophomore 
Sam Romberger on 
playing Lord Farquaad 
in Stage Door Fine Arts’ 
production of “Shrek 
the Musical”

“ I got cut from basketball, 
and my PE teacher was like, 
‘Hey, we need a 103-pounder.’ 
My life went into a whole dif-
ferent direction.” — Hinsdale 
Central varsity coach Jason 
Hayes on how he got started in 
wrestling

“ I’m thrilled for the opportunity to step into 
this role. This is something that I worked toward 
and have wanted to do. It feels like the right fit for 
me.” — Lisa Kolavennu on being named the new 
executive director of Wellness House after working 
at the nonprofit for a dozen years

George Andrikokus 

leads his sixth-grade brass class at Hinsdale 

Middle School. The room can accommodate 

his largest band class of 60 to 65 students 

and has a variety of acoustic features that 

benefit students — and storage space for 

instruments.

https://www.face/
http://book.com/thehinsdalean.Please


FEBRUARY

2020 in review

“ It really focuses on the survivor ulti-
mately surviving. It is incredibly mindful of any-
thing from language to technique in the training 
process.” — Central PE teacher Amy Carroll on 
the school’s Rape Aggression Defense training 
for students

“ Just getting my hand raised in that fourth match, it’s a 
moment where you kind of see all the hard work pay off. I got to look 
out in the stands and see everyone cheering for me.” — Central fresh-
man Cody Tavoso on placing sixth in the 106-pound weight class at 
the IHSA state meet

“ Just when you think 
you can’t sing and dance any more, 
you do. Because it’s just so much 
fun.” — resident Alisa Messana 
on being a rookie cast member 
in the Community Revue for its 
“Hinsdopoly” musical sendup of 
village life

“ I think this year we’ve had 
the most fans than any other year. It’s 
fun playing in front of the kids we go to 
school with.” — goalie Ben Ognibene of 
the Hinsdale Central Hockey Club on the 
team’s growing popularity

“ The comments 
that were in that letter 
were not a personal attack 
and they were not pertain-
ing to a personnel matter.” 
— Meeta Patel on a com-
plaint filed by residents 
against District 86 for pre-
venting them from reading 
a letter at a December 
school board meeting

“ My objective in writing it was to shine light on the 
stigma that addicts and their families face.” — resident Louis 
Lamoureux, who wrote the novel “Granville Street” about sub-
stance abuse after his son, Paul, died of an overdose in 2016 at 
age 24

“ I really wanted 
a place for women 
to gather, (women) 
that were going 
through transi-
tions.” — Kimberly 
Arquilla on the 
mission behind her 
store, Work + Shop

Thursday, February 6, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 20 • 48 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Middle school musical chairs — The teachers got into the halftime game at the Hinsdale Middle School faculty-student basketball game Friday. 
Lauren Miller was the unlucky player in this round, while Troy Huber, Kelly Reid and Heather Scott were some of the lucky ones. At the 
end, with only one chair left, Huber was up against Vicki Johnston. Johnston was the winner after Huber was ejected from the game by 
‘referee’ Rocky May. Huber could have been cited for some unsportsmanlike conduct — and could have served some time in detention for 
his high-spirited antics. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Next installment in Redefining 
Aging focuses on grief.

Page 5

Central teen earns national rec-
ognition as science scholar.

Page 9

Central hockey club sharpens 
skates for post-season.

Page 46

I believe I can fly — Arjun Sinha took to the air for a layup against Hinsdale Middle School teach-
er Dan Powers. And he made it. The two were embroiled in the annual staff-student basketball 
game at the Hinsdale Middle School Jan. 31. In spite of the students’ best efforts, they were 
defeated by the teachers 21-15. Please turn to Page 16 for more pictures. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Thursday, February 13, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 21 • 48 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

New merchants come to town, 
while others move, expand.

Page 5

Triple coaching duty for mom of 
Jodie Harrison players.

Page 9

Hinsdale athlete wins award 
honoring another Central grad.

Page 46

Thursday, February 20, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 22 • 40 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Science can be a laughing matter — Monroe School students were in for a treat as Bill Cook, the Wacky Science guy, proved you can learn 
and laugh and scream at the same time. Cook swung a cup of water balanced on a triangular pool rack tied to a piece of rope over his 
head near the students, without spilling a drop. The Monroe School PTO sponsored his visit to the school in advance of the upcoming 
science fair. (Jim Slonoff photo) 

Central actors step into new role 
in one-act plays.

Page 9

Community Revue cast set to 
have town in stitches.

Page 17

Youth basketball program firing 
up players, coaches.

Page 38

Thursday, February 27, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois •Volume XIV, Issue 23 • 48 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

All dressed up — Hinsdale Central teacher Nick Gebhart (third from left) and three of his classmates are suited up for a drill at the Rape 
Aggression Defense System training Friday and Saturday at Hinsdale South. He was one of the District 86 teachers who were earning 
certification that will allow them to simulate drills with students at both D86 high schools. See the story on Page 5 for more details. (Jim 
Slonoff photo)

Central teen to speak on her 
hearing disability.

Page 14

Eateries preparing for Hinsdale 
Restaurant Week.

Page 17

Red Devil athletes in top 10 at 
state tourneys.

Page 42

Members of the  “Greatest 

Generation” — from a Holocaust survivor to 

members of the military who fought in World 

War II — brought their stories to life for students 

at Hinsdale Middle School. 
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Thank you to all the SIJ faculty and staff for 
teaching our children in person this year.

WE LOVE YOU!

thank
you!
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MARCH

2020 in review

“ A call comes in: ‘My mom is sick.’ OK, 
well, has she been traveling? Does she have a 
fever or a cough? Those are all necessary ques-
tions that our dispatch will ask anybody to pre-
pare us for when we get there. We change our 
response to someone who’s possibly infected.” 
— Hinsdale Fire Chief John Giannelli on how the 
coronavirus pandemic was affecting firefighters

“ My inclination is to immediately go to the source of the 
story, where it’s happening right in front of me so I can see it. The 
story is all around us and we are part of the story.” — Chuck Goudie, 
investigative reporter at ABC 7 Eyewitness News, on reporting on the 
COVID-19 pandemic from the library of his Hinsdale home

“ When all these homes 
are gone, they’re gone. I don’t 
want to look back at this admin-
istration as somehow being 
asleep at the switch when 
this happened.” — Village 
President Tom Cauley during a 
discussion of a proposed mor-
atorium on demolitions in the 
village

“ Things are a little calmer today, so maybe we’ll be able to get caught up. 
Employees have been outstanding, working overtime and whatever it takes to get caught up.” — 
Kramer Foods owner Ron Ludwigson on keeping the stocks shelved during the early days of the 
coronavirus pandemic

“ Yes, our sales have 
decreased, but the amount of 
takeout has been substantial. 
We’re very fortunate to have our 
business in such a great com-
munity that supports their local 
businesses.” — Patricia Vlahos, 
co-owner of Fuller House, about 
a week after Gov. JB Pritzker 
closed indoor dining establish-
ments

“ When I’m plodding 
through the mundane, feeling a 
little lonely and tired from the daily 
grind, small personal connections 
are brightly colored buoys in my day, 
giving me something to grab onto as 
I lift my head up. I’ve needed more 
buoys this year with so many days 
of viruses, politics and simply gray 
sky, pushing on my chest, heavy and 
unrelenting.” — contributing colum-
nist Carol Wittemann

“ We didn’t have a vision of state titles or school 
records this season, and to catch both of those in the first event on 
Saturday really set the tone for us.” — boys varsity swim coach Bob 
Barber on the 200-yard medley relay team, which tied for first and 
helped the team place eighth at the IHSA state meet

Just sing, sing a song — Kiki Sikora performs “What it Means to be a Friend” from the musical 
“13” at BAM Theatre’s master class Sunday. Chicago Shakespeare Theater casting director 
Bob Mason listened to more than a dozen students perform in a mock audition and then 
offered feedback, covering everything from how they interpreted their songs to how they wrote 
their resumes. For the full story, turn to Page 17. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Thursday, March 5, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 24 • 44 Pages • $1 on newsstands
Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Historic home demolitions
concern village officials.

Page 7

Humorist helps Central speech 
team take third at state.

Page 14

Red Devil swimmers, divers
finish earn top-10 finish at state.

Page 42

Thursday, March 12, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 25 • 48 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

The thrill of victory — Keaton Cassell of Madison School sets a winning time in his cup stacking drill last month. Cassell and several other 
Madison students gather twice a week to sharpen their skills. The students will compete in the 2020 Illinois Sport Stacking Championship 
in May. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Volunteer’s efforts focused on 
providing needed medical care.

Page 9

New association views nutrition 
in a new way.

Page 14

Red Devils ready for action on 
the track, in the pool.

Page 46

Thursday, March 19, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 26 • 40 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

This too shall pass — In spite of the closing of churches and schools throughout the village, on Tuesday morning the sun was shining brightly, 
providing a beautiful backdrop to the steeple of Hinsdale Covenant Church. Today’s issue of The Hinsdalean is filled with information about 
the effect of COVID-19 on everything from tonight’s District 86 school board meeting to college athletes whose seasons ended prematurely. 
We have even added a special DIY cover for budding artists of all ages to complete on Page 32. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Complete coverage offered of 
COVID-19’s affect in Hinsdale.

Page 3

Central teen’s influence
reaching across Illinois.

Page 9

Pets still up for adoption at 
Hinsdale Humane Society.

Page 26

Thursday, March 26, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 27 • 44 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Welcome spring?! — The past week saw the changing of the seasons — well, sort of. The couple of inches of snow that fell Sunday gave the 
first flowers of the season a white coating that virtually disappeared by Monday afternoon. The upcoming week’s forecast looks a little like 
spring weather is around the corner, with highs in the 50s. To see The Hinsdalean covers children across the village created, please turn 
to Page 40. (Jim Slonoff photo)

New series looks at effects of 
COVID-19 on folks in Hinsdale.

Page 7

Final months of senior year not 
what this teen expected.

Page 9

Enjoy a ‘Throwback Thursday’ 
look at Central sports.

Page 42

Hinsdale Central senior 

Lillian Niemeyer was featured in the “60 

Seconds” personality profile March 26, sharing 

her thoughts on a very unusual year in which to 

end her high school career.

“
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Even in an uncertain year,
I helped guide over a hundred 
Buyers and Sellers home. 

2020 Stats

• Nearly $80M in sales volume
• Over 120 transactions

Navigating uncertainty takes 
someone with experience, 
and mine speaks for itself.

Linda Feinstein is a Real Estate broker affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed Real Estate broker with a principal office in Chicago, IL and abides by all applicable Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material 
presented herein is intended for informational purposes only, is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, and changes without notice. All measurements and square footages are approximate. 
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of Real Estate brokerage. 22 N. Lincon Ave, Hinsdale, IL 60521.

Linda Feinstein 

630.319.0352

lindafeinsteinhome@gmail.com
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APRIL

2020 in review

“ The biggest difference for 
everyone is we’re really trying to make 
remote classrooms feel as close to a nor-
mal classroom as possible.” — Oak School 
fourth-grade teacher Gabrielle Pastiak on 
the transition to remote learning

“ “There has to be more than just age as the pri-
mary driver of whether a home is worth saving 
or not.” — Robb McGinnis, Hinsdale’s commu-
nity development director, on efforts to pre-
serve the village’s historic homes

“ What we’re seeing is people dusting off bikes that 
have been in their garage. People are bringing bikes 
down that haven’t been ridden in quite some time 
and want to get them in working order.” — Rick 
Johnson, owner of King Keyser, on providing bike 
repair service for the first time

A window filled with love — Kaela, Brayden and Alexa Cruz spent some of there home schooling 
time creating colorful hearts and hanging them on their dining room window. Homes through-
out town are beginning to turn into mini art galleries as kids and some of their moms and dads 
add some color to the village’s landscape. (Jim Slonoff photo)

April 2, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 28 • 44 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Hinsdale not alone in tackling 
downtown parking.

Page 5

Fuller’s on call for residents
with repair needs.

Page 14

Hospital CEO offers update on 
caring for patients, staff.

Page 17

Thursday, April 9, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 29 • 48 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

What else are little brothers for? — The Carter brothers — Henry, Jake and Luke — spent some time last week creating sidewalk art. Even 
though at some point Jake decided to turn their creation into an obstacle course, his older brothers didn’t flinch and continued drawing. 
With Tuesday night’s rain, the slate has been wiped clean and they can begin again. Sidewalks across the village have seen a lot of chalk 
drawings created either during break time or art class time. For more photos, please turn to Page 18. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Volunteer makes it her
mission to help others.

Page 9

Hinsdale merchant working to 
support all businesses in town.

Page 14

Village’s pastors share thoughts 
on days of darkness and joy.

Page 19

Thursday, April 16, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 30 • 40 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Messages of hope — While walking around Hinsdale these days, residents are liable to come across a message written on a small stone or 
even a brick. The colorful hand-painted stones often are placed at the base of trees. In this case a brick was placed on top of the Robbins 
Park sign. Under a nearby park bench, the brick just has the word “Hope” painted on it. Whether written on a small stone or a brick, the 
messages display the community’s spirit. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Hinsdale family sharing in work, 
play while at home.

Page 7

Essential worker helping to keep 
Hinsdale caffeinated. 

Page 14

Sports ‘Throwback Thursday’ 
continues this week.

Page 38

Study and work break — Sydney Breeden reaches new heights on the tree swing outside her 
home Tuesday morning with help from her dad, Mark. Sydney was on a gym break from her 
remote learning and Mark was on a coffee break from his investment banking job while work-
ing from home. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Thursday, April 23, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 31 • 44 Pages • $1 on newsstands
Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Hinsdale ICU doc shares his 
experiences treating patients.

Page 7

New service helping Hinsdale 
business keep doors open.

Page 14

See Sports for next installment 
of ‘Throwback Thursday.’

Page 42

Thursday, April 30, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 32 • 44 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Birthday bash — Family and friends gathered April 5 to celebrate Gerrie “Gucci” Picchietti’s 90th birthday. As she and her husband, Jack, 
sat in their Graue Mill driveway, many of her neighbors gathered to sing “Happy Birthday” and family members paraded past in decorated 
cars. Please turn to Page 16 for more pictures. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Medical director offers look 
inside Hinsdale ER.

Page 7

Woman makes sure couple 
receives wedding gifts.  

Page 9

Families stay occupied with DIY 
entertainment.

Page 17

“ It’s freeing up resources so 
(health care officials) can concentrate on some-
thing else, and it’s part of our mission to the 
community to help make sure that citizens are 
up and moving.” — Ridgeway Burns, Hinsdale 
Public Library young adult services manager, on 
using 3D printers at the library and elsewhere to 
produce components for medical workers’ face 
shields

“ Having these positive, 
enjoyable times with each other is actu-
ally critical to getting them through the 
chronic stress experience.” — psycho-
therapist and best-selling author Lisa 
Damour on helping kids reduce their 
anxiety during a District 181 webinar

“ I thought if I combine something that touches on physical activity with knowledge about things they’re 
learning in school with things that give them a sense of being grateful for what we have here, that would be great.” — resi-
dent Katy Altemose on challenge hunts she devised to help families enjoy outdoor, socially distanced fun

Hinsdale COVID-19 case count 18

“ I’ve never seen this many 
patients at one time who are this sick. 
They get frighteningly sick, frighteningly 
quickly,” — resident Hesham Hassaballa, 
Rush medical director of Rush Copley 
Medical Center’s ICU, on treating COVID-
19 patients

Social distancing
and stay-at-home orders were flattening 

the curve, Amita Hinsdale Hospital ER med-

ical director Dr. Herb Zerth stressed, but 

they would not eliminate the virus. “We 

still need to come up with a more effective 

treatment or a vaccine if we want to elimi-

nate the problem,” Zerth said.

“
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Mike McCurry Group is a team of Real Estate agents affiliated with Compass - One Grant Square - Hinsdale, IL. Compass is a licensed Real Estate broker with a principal office in Chicago, IL and abides by all applicable Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only, 
is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, and changes without notice. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of Real 
Estate brokerage. Compass Concierge: Rules & exclusions apply. Compass offers no guarantee or warranty of results. Subject to additional terms and conditions. 1 Grant Square 2nd Floor, Hinsdale, IL 60521.

zillow.com

Mike McCurry
mike@mccurryhomes.com  
630.447.9393
themccurrygroup.com
One Grant Square, Hinsdale, IL

Schedule a consultation or request your 
home’s current value and a competitive 
market assessment at themccurrygroup.com

Meaningful
Moves
Were Made

While reflecting on the unusual year of work that 
2020 brought, Mike McCurry expresses gratitude. 
“I’ve shared with so many people how grateful I am 
to have an occupation that was deemed ’essential’ 
by our government. Some wondered why, which is a 
good question since so many other industries were 
out of work,” says McCurry, a long-time resident of 
Clarendon Hills. “But as we learn more about the 
human condition, we desire and need to seek shelter 
for our family. And many buyers did just that in 2020.”

Like the rest of us, realtors were forced to pivot. It 
was business as usual - but more like business as 
unusual. “We invested in whatever gloves, masks, and 
sanitizers we could find on the over-inflated market 
in the early days of the pandemic,” recalls McCurry. 
“We created floor plans, walkthrough videos, and 
streamed virtual happy hour tours. We did anything 
and everything it took to help the massive influx of 
buyers find their next home amongst the depleted, 
fast-moving inventory.”

In 2020, Mike McCurry Group of Compass had over 
60 properties sold, under contract, or listed. Those 
transactions included:

- A historic residence designed by Frank Lloyd Wright
  located in Riverside
- A commercial restaurant property located in the
  heart of Clarendon Hills’ business district
- Dozens of other residential purchases and rentals

“Because we carried out both residential and 
commercial real estate transactions, the work our 
group did helped both local families and local 
businesses–which are the heart and soul of our 
community. And this is why we do what we do,” says 
McCurry.
–
For 31 years, Mike McCurry has served 1,600+ local 
families and businesses as a full-time realtor.
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MAY

2020 in review

“ When we all come 
together for a collective 
purpose and work together 
to meet the needs of our 
students, that’s when we 
experience success. It’s not 
an individual thing, but some-
thing that we all have a hand 
in.” — Kristin Reingruber, 
the new principal of Monroe 
School, on her leadership phi-
losophy

“ No matter where I end up, no matter where life takes me, I hope to 
find a place that makes me feel like Hinsdale has all these years. A 
place that feels like home.” — contributing columnist Katie Hughes 
on moving on to the next phase of her life as a freshman at the 
University of Georgia

“ They’re not getting their proms. They’re 
not getting their graduations. It’s just something to 
let them know everyone is thinking about them and 
are proud of them.” — Colleen Carroll, one of the 
organizers of the “Let’s Celebrate Hinsdale District 
86 Class of 2020” Facebook page

“ We allow all the restaurants to put 
up tables out on the street and put umbrellas 
up and allow there to be enough spacing so the 
restaurants can serve food out in the open air. 
We’re thinking of that as a good idea to give our 
restaurants on First Street a shot in the arm so 
they may come back or not close permanently.” 
— Village President Tom Cauley during a discus-
sion of creating al fresco dining opportunities “ It’s very labor-intensive to get 

all those bags ready. As the demand grew, it 
became very challenging to produce all these 
bags in our small spaces.” — Stan Cook, exec-
utive director of HCS Family Services, on the 
nonprofit’s temporary move to the gym at 
Anne M. Jeans School in Burr Ridge

“ Every image you saw of what our nurses and doctors and first responders are dealing with was just 
daunting. Chocolate to me is this great thing that almost everyone loves completely. It just felt like the right thing if 
we could get in there.” — Eddie Opler, owner of World’s Finest Chocolate, who pledged to get 10 million chocolate 
bars in the hands of front-line heroes

“ Even my dad learned how to crochet to help 
the cause.” — Maddie Lipman, who, with her friends 
started Hinsdale Cares for Healthcare and Seniors to 
obtain and deliver personal protective equipment and 
create ear-friendly loop adapters for masks

Thursday, May 7, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Number 33 • 48 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

April and May showers bring May flowers — Spring flowers and flowering trees across the village are showing signs of spring. With tempera-
tures bouncing back and forth between chilly and warm, it seems at times Mother Nature can’t decide what season it is. At least we can 
see signs of spring all around us. (Jim Slonoff photos)

Teens respond to COVID-19 by 
reaching out to help others.

Page 7

Hinsdale native anticipates
first Mother’s Day as a mom.

Page 9

Vern Goers Greenhouse ready 
for busiest spring season yet.

Page 14

Thursday, May 14, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 34 • 48 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Drive through preschool — Children and their moms attending the Union Church Early Child Preschool Mother and Child Program got a 
chance to visit their teachers the morning of May 6. Visitors stayed in their cars and stopped at three stations. At the first, teacher Kathryn 
Heine sang a couple of songs. Katie Szafarczyk read a story at the second and Beth Bozeman provided the moms with an at-home pack-
age for continued learning at the final stop. Josephine Lange enjoyed singing the “Five Green Speckled Frogs” song. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Commissioners point to favorite 
historic structures in town.

Page 5

Hinsdale eateries prepping for 
Virtual Restaurant Week.

Page 14

BAM singers share ‘Dream’
with hospital staff.

Page 34

Thursday, May 21, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 35 • 52 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Congratulations, Class of 2020! — This issue is dedicated to Hinsdale’s high school seniors, including senior speakers Lorenzo Jennings and 
Tess Klygis, whose address will be part of the Hinsdale Central virtual graduation ceremony tonight. Our coverage in this special issue 
includes a look at efforts to make this unusual graduation a special one (Page 5), a profile of the student body president and vice president 
(Page 9), special photos (Pages 3, 4 and 7), thoughts from columnist Pamela Lannom (Page 10), good news on senior award winners (Page 
16), a behind-the-scenes look at filming the virtual graduation ceremony (Page 19) and a salute to high school graduates from Central, 
Benet, Fenwick and Nazareth. (Pages 26-27). You’ve made us — and all of Hinsdale — proud. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Monday time to remember those 
who made greatest sacrifice. 

Page 10

Generations of Koshgarians 
have kept family business going.

Page 14

‘Throwback Thursday’ looks 
back on Central state champs

Page 50

Thursday, May 28, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 36 • 40 Pages • $1 on newsstands
Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Pomp and different circumstances — Parades, pictures and parties were on the list for the Hinsdale Central class of 2020 this year. Instead of 
a trip to Dickinson Field, the graduates and their families gathered around their TVs to watch the virtual ceremony at 7 p.m. May 21. Before 
the ceremony kicked off, dozens of families flocked to the front entrance of the school to take their graduation pictures. After photos, 
Hannah Ahdab, Taylor Wagner, Audrey La Valle and Camille Anderson took one last walk around the building. Please turn to Page 5 for 
more pictures. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Retiring teacher reflects on her 
many years in the classroom.

Page 9

Pandemic unleashed changes at 
Hinsdale Animal Hospital.

Page 14

Summer tradition will be back in 
town starting Monday.

Page 19

Natalie Howard,
Liz Youngman, Emilie Chadwell, Katie Sharp, 

Jenna Collignon, Jessica Joy, Ana Suchy and Olivia 

Beargie gathered on the steps at Hinsdale Central 

to celebrate their virtual gradation May 21. 

“
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Courtney 
Bohnen StaCh

630.209.1115 
courtney.stach@clphomes.com 

108 S. Washington St., Hinsdale, IL 60521
630.209.1115
CLPHomes.com

Representing the better area 
real estate for over 25 years!

THANK YOU FOR AN AMAZING 2020 
LOOKING FORWARD TO 2021!!! 

It’s been a pleasure to serve my Hinsdale and Clarendon Hills clients in 2020 and 
I’m here to HELP YOU in 2021!! Whether Selling or Buying, just give me a call!!   

‘Real Estate Ready’ is the Name of My Game !!    

18 Highridge Rd. 19 Golf Ave. 33 Waverly Ave. 77 Waverly Ave. 105 Vine St.

121 Walker Ave. 124 Eastern Ave. 129 Hill Rd. 181 Harris Ave. 211 Lincoln St.

233 Meadowbrook Ln. 321 Harris Ave. 340 Ridge Ave. 351 Western Ave. 406 Clarendon Ct.

408 Ridge Ave. 415 Phillippa St.

439 Colfax Ave.

531 6th St.

536 Bonnie Brae Rd.

744 Taft Rd.

759 56th Pl. 819 Lincoln St.

826 Shannon Lake Ct. 445 S. Bodin St. 133 Washington St.

REPRESENTED BUYER REPRESENTED BUYER
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Kris Berger is a Real Estate agent affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed Real Estate broker with a principal 

office in Chicago, IL and abides by all applicable Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is in-

tended for informational purposes only, is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, and 

changes without notice. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property 

already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of 

Real Estate brokerage. 1 Grant Square, Hinsdale, IL 60521.

Reach out today to 
learn about my 

Private Client Network 
within Compass!

Looking to
relocate?

If you’re looking to 
buy or sell this year 

why not use the:

$67 Million+
In Sales

#1
Individual Agent in 

Hinsdale 2020

$41 Million+ 
Sold in Hinsdale

58 Homes
39 Sold | 19 Buy Side

$15 Million+ 
Under Contract and Closed 

Already in 2021
01/01/20-12/31/20: All MRED Transactions

President,
Kris Berger Group

•
630.975.0088

kris.berger@compass.com
1 Grant Square

Hinsdale, IL 60521

12 • Februray 4, 2021 • Year in Review • The Hinsdalean The Hinsdalean • Year in Review • Februray 4, 2021 • 13

mailto:kris.berger@compass.com


JUNE

2020 in review

“ Parents can pay an import-
ant role in the development of 
socially just children, who can grow 
up and be advocates for justice and 
equality.” — Hinsdale child therapist 
Alexis Cameron on having conversa-
tions about racial justice

“ That’s 
something 
I’ve never had to 
do before — sign 
up for church.” 
— Dina Zeilstra, 
member of Trinity 
Presbyterian 
Church, on return-
ing to in-person 
worship

“ The differences between South and Central don’t 
result in unequal opportunities based on state metrics.” 
— attorney Pamela Simaga in a report to the District 86 
board on discrepancies in enrollment and course offerings 
between the district’s two schools

“ I think that 
people will come 
back to restaurants, 
but I think that there’s 
going to probably be a 
general 10 to 15 percent 
reduction in business.” 
— resident and food 
and beverage executive 
Stuart McCarroll on the 
pandemic’s long-term 
impact on the industry

“ To see everyone out, peo-
ple speaking up ... it’s pretty encourag-
ing and it shows that the future can be 
bright for us and there can actually be 
change.” — recent Hinsdale Central 
grad and protest organizer Isaiah 
Robinson on the response to incidents 
of police violence against Blacks

“ One thing I remember is 
one evening, we were sound asleep 
and suddenly there was a bear try-
ing to get our food. He was pretty 
fast, but he didn’t get our food.” — 
50-year resident Bob Hinkle on Boy 
Scout camping trips in New Mexico 
with his son 

“ I learned that if you’re impoverished and in 
an inner city and you’re Black, then it is harder to get 
out of poverty than if you are of a different race.” — 
Henry Jonas on his mission trip to Baltimore in 2019 
with a team from Union Church 

Thursday, June 4, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 37 • 52 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Victory lap — Teachers and staff members at the Hinsdale Middle School hosted a graduation parade for eighth-graders Monday afternoon. 
Dozens of cars with graduates popping out of the sun roofs or waving from the back seats passed by teachers, who stood along Third 
Street with signs shouting, clapping and cheering for the kids. With music playing and a bubble machine, the teachers and staff did their 
best to make the parade fun for the graduates. Ryann Knapp made a sign of her own thanking the teachers. Please turn to Page 44 for 
more pictures. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Law school student recognized 
as Next Generation Leader.

Page 9

Popular doughnuts help bring 
Page’s back after closure.

Page 14

Final installment of ‘Throwback 
Thursday’ jogs sports memories.

Page 50

Protest winds through village streets — About 50 people — led by organizer Isaiah Robinson — 
marched from Robbins Park to Burlington Park Friday to protest the death of George Floyd 
and support Black Lives Matter. The marchers then laid down on the pavement surrounding 
the fountain for 8 minutes and 46 seconds, the time the Minnesota police officer pressed his 
knee into Floyd’s neck, killing him. Several speakers then addressed the crowd. Please turn to 
Page 5 for more on both protests that took place this weekend. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Thursday, June 11, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 38 •  48 Pages • $1 on newsstands
Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Therapist offers advice on 
talking to kids about racism.

Page 14

Some churches opening their 
(out)doors for worship.

Page 17

Red Devil athletes reflect on 
seasons that would have been.

Page 46

Thursday, June 18, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 39 • 52 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Fountain of youth — Ava Grzelakowski and her cousins spent Monday morning at the Hinsdale Chamber of Commerce Farmers Market and 
Burlington Park. The fountain seems to have been her favorite part of the trip into town. The farmers market is held each Monday from 7 
a.m. until 1 p.m. through October. (Jim Slonoff photo)

New series — Best (summer)
time ever — kicks off today.

Page 5

Singing praises of dad as 
Fathers Day approaches.

Page 17

Red Devil athletes lament lost 
spring, celebrate careers

Page 50

Thursday, June 25, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 40 • 48 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Friday night at the movies — The Hinsdale Park and Recreation Department’s drive in movie at Katherine Legge Memorial Park sold out Friday 
night. With perfect weather, the “drive in” parking lot was full. The kids had comfy seats — from lawn chairs to the back of SUVs — and 
plenty of treats to enjoy the showing of “The Secret Life of Pets 2.” Getting ready for the show are Shreyas and Arjun Nath, Evie and Carter 
Pearson, Jack Enright, James Frankel and Sam Pesdi, and Adeline, Eleanor and Lillian Lucht. (Jim Slonoff photos)

Overseas trips combine work 
and pleasure for Martin family.

Page 5

No time like the present for teen 
to launch her business.

Page 9

New twist for 2020 Walk for 
Wellness House fundraiser.

Page 19

About 500
people marched through

downtown Hinsdale in support 

of racial justice in the wake 

of the death of George Floyd. 

Police provided minimal traffic 

control to allow people to cross 

the streets safely during the 

peaceful event.

“

Hinsdale COVID-19 case count 184
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© 2021 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates,LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.  This data was provided by Midwest Real Estate Data, LLC and includes properties listed and sold 
by various participants in the MLS. Data supplied by the MLS does not reflect all market activity in the area.

DIANA & CHUCK IVAS
THE IVAS TEAM 
630.939.5555
divas@bhhschicago.com
dianaivas.bhhschicago.com

Sincere | Trustworthy | Communication

WithClients

WithPastSellers

WithFutureBuyers

Big or Small — We Sell Them All!

1424 Willard Pl. | Downers Grove
$430,000

6410 S. Madison St. | Willowbrook
$815,000

109 Maumell St. | Hinsdale
$1,299,000

4 Finished Levels

8 Templeton Dr. | Oak Brook
$1,200,000

39 Chatham Ln. | Oak Brook
$2,650,000
Build to Suit

11300 79th St. | Burr Ridge
$3,650,000

Extraordinary on 2.4 Acres
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JULY

2020 in review

“ We are very pleased with the outcome 
and very happy that we could provide this 
much-needed amenity to the village.” — village 
manager Kathleen Gargano on the opening of 
the village’s $9 million parking deck

“ Wearing all this 
PPE in the 90-degree 
heat is tough,” — Dr. 
Kisti Catalano, chief 
medical officer for Pillars 
Community Health, on 
staffing an outdoor COVID-
19 testing site

“ It feels like it’s more 
important now than ever. There’s an 
incredible need for food.” — Amy 
Wickstrom, new executive director, 
on the work of HCS Family Services

Balancing act — Livi Dombrowski and Sawyer Myhra work on a skills challenge in Robbins 
Park Monday afternoon. With Illinois entering Phase 4, the 5 Star Soccer Premier Day Camp 
was able to resume its annual summer programs in Hinsdale and other locations. Besides the 
soccer skills being taught, social distancing was a primary focus during the camp. (Jim Slonoff 
photo)

Thursday, July 2, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 40 • 40 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Retiring volunteer director
relished her post.

Page 9

Residents can finally return
to pool, library.

Page 17

Series of Red Devil athlete
profiles wraps up.

Page 38

Thursday, July 9, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 42 • 40 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Quenching her thirst — Avery Brown takes a break from the Hinsdale Parks and Rec Track and Field summer camp Monday morning at 
Robbins Park. Kids at camp were learning the skills needed to run competitively — with plenty of water breaks. Please turn to Page 16 for 
more photos. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Some pain and suffering part of 
unforgettable trip.

Page 5

HCS Family Services introduces 
its new executive director.

Page 7

Red Devils working to prepare 
for whatever fall brings.

Page 38

Thursday July 16, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 43 • 44 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Parking deck opens today — Village President Tom Cauley cuts the ribbon opening the new parking deck on Garfield Avenue near First Street 
with the help of assistant village manager Brad Bloom (from left), Trustee Scott Banke, state Rep. Deanne Mazzochi, Trustee Neale Byrnes, 
Trustee Matt Posthuma, Trustee Luke Stifflear and village engineer Dan Deeter. The $9 million project — a cooperative effort between the 
village and Community Consolidated Elementary District 181 — has taken four years to get from concept plan to completion. Mazzochi 
along with state Sen. Suzy Glowiak Hilton and METRA were “instrumental” in identifying resources to offset the cost, according to the 
village. For a video tour of the parking deck, visit https://youtu.be/uKF4nid5dvU. More information also appears in the story on Page 3. 
(rendering provided, Jim Slonoff photos)

Hinsdale woman working to help 
nearby families in need.

Page 9

Owners take advantage of
closure to spruce up salon.

Page 14

Set the alarm to beat the heat 
while still enjoying outdoors.

Page 17

Thursday, July 23, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 44 • 40 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Honoring our nation — A 21-gun salute was part of the Fourth of July Tribute Ceremony at Fullersburg Cemetery. Members of the Fullersburg 
Historic Foundation and the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War also recited the Pledge of Allegiance and offered a short address. 
The Independence Day parade and celebration in town were canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. (photos by Steve Johnston for The 
Hinsdalean)

Wedding in India proves
memorable for Hinsdale clan.

Page 5

Teens are resourceful when 
COVID changes summer plans.

Page 17

Soccer played thrilled to be
back on the field.

Page 38

Thursday, July 30, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 45 • 40 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

All the right moves — Melanie Lamoureux’s BAM Theatre is holding socially distanced summer camps at Burns Field this summer. This group 
was working on scenes and dances from “Newsies.” Allison Schaefer works on her dance moves with the help of her teacher. Please turn 
to Page 16 for more pictures. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Hinsdale woman not slowing 
down as she approaches 100.

Page 9

Vacation canceled? Try
‘traveling’ from comfort of home.

Page 14

Travel teammates score one 
last chance to play together.

Page 38

“ I’ve never been busier. 
People who’ve been quarantined in their 
smaller houses are realizing that it’s time 
for a bigger house. They’re looking for 
more space.” — Paul Mancini of @prop-
erties

“ We should all anticipate at some 
point a remote learning environment will be 
required due to the public health crisis.” — 
Hinsdale Central Principal Bill Walsh on plans to 
reopen school in the fall

“ I think homeowners ought to be 
allowed to do what they want with their proper-
ty. The distinction between ‘significant’ and ‘con-
tributing’ doesn’t matter.” — Hinsdale Historic 
Preservation Commissioner Jim Krillenberger on 
his opposition to a proposed moratorium on the 
teardown of historic homes

“ I felt like a Bollywood star.” 
— Katie Hines-Shah recounting the 
custom-made dress she borrowed 
to attend a family member’s wed-
ding in India in 2019

Allison, Molly and Lindsey 

Bruns discovered their inner artists this summer as co-founders 

of College Canvases. The Hinsdale sisters made money creating 

customized signs celebrating a high school graduate’s college of 

choice.

“

Hinsdale COVID-19 case count 249
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630.674.6635
BuyHinsdale.com
Carol@Cikanek.com
8 E. HinsdalE avEnuE
HinsdalE, il 60521

      Carol Lee 
Cikanek
      Carol Lee 
Cikanek

Carol Lee CikanekCarol Lee CikanekCarol Lee Cikanek
LOCALLY KNOWN ~ GLOBALLY CONNECTED

H ighly recomended Local Realtor

©2021 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary 
of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent 
contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.

Your Village Realtor
LOCALLY KNOWN ~ GLOBALLY CONNECTED

Here is what two local retiring past clients 
say about Carol Lee Cikanek in 2021

“An experienced real estate agent is key to any financial team, and no one 
knows the Hinsdale area market better than Carol Lee Cikanek. She helped 
us move to Virginia over a decade ago, and why she still is our first and best 
source for guidance in finding a local agent and marketing expert for our 
current real estate home investment. She is knowledgeable, quick to respond, 
and spares no effort in serving her clients.” 

– Bill and Beatrice Andres

“Carol Lee Cikanek of Coldwell Banker has been our realtor for two local 
house sales, & we could not have been happier with her performance.  Very 
hard-working & highly competent, she made the whole process (both times) 
a joy.  An excellent realtor.” 

– Bill & Joyce Love
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The Hinsdale Historical Society Annual Fund
To Donate online, visit www.hinsdalehistory.org 

and click on “GIVE AND JOIN”  -->“Hinsdale Historical Society Annual Fund”

PRESERVE OUR LEGACY FOR THE FUTURE.

Or donate by mail via this donation card and send to:
Hinsdale Historical Society 

PO Box 336 Hinsdale, IL 60522

Name: 
Address:
City/State/Zip: 
Phone:
Email:

(your email address will remain private and only be used for society purposes)

     q  Enclosed is my check, payable to Hinsdale Historical Society 
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AUGUST

2020 in review

“ Everyone should go to Yellowstone. I felt so patriotic there.” 
— Carissa Kapcar on her family’s 2016 RV road trip to several of the coun-
try’s national parks.

“ Maybe it’s a sign of prog-
ress that we can finally have women 
in positions of power, whatever 
their political party.” — Janice Miller 
of the League of Women Voters 
on the selection of Kamala Harris 
as a vice-presidential candidate 
in the centennial year of the 19th 
Amendment’s passage

“ “It’s unfortunate. As a spring sport, we’re kind of getting the worst end of the 
deal. It’s been a wild ride, and it’s taken a toll on the kids.” — Hinsdale Central varsity soft-
ball coach Brittany Wolski on the plan to move the 2021 season to summer after the 2020 
season was canceled due to COVID-19 

“ It was going really fast and it hit the 
pin and dropped in. I jumped up and down and 
threw my arms in the air, and everyone was 
excited and happy.” — Jack DiTrani reliving his 
hole-in-one as a 13-year-old at the 2017 PGA Jr. 
League National Championship in Scottsdale, 
Ariz.

“ What we learned is the ‘Divergent’ 
series has a team on it named Candor, so all the 
kids knew that it meant honest and truthful.” 
— Barb Thayer, executive director of Candor 
Health Education, the name chosen in 2020 to 
replace Robert Crown Center

“ Maintaining 
6 feet of social dis-
tancing would help 
inhibit spread of the 
virus and lead to 
more instructional 
continuity. I feel the 
more rigorously we 
follow safety guide-
lines, the more likely 
we are to stay open 
longer.” — District 
181 board member 
Sheetal Rao on 
supporting a hybrid 
instruction plan

“ At 4 o’clock last night, IDPH, in my opinion, changed the game plan and 
gave us a whole new set of things that we have to consider that was never part of any 
conversations before as a committee.” — District 86 Superintendent Tammy Prentiss 
on state health officials’ updated guidance on conducting in-person learning

The show must go on — The Hinsdale Dance Academy presented its eighth annual recital as 
a socially distanced drive-in theater on July 11 and 12. Eleanor Lancey takes her cues from 
Anne Marie Walsh as they danced to “Sunshine.” Please turn to Page 7 for more pictures. 
(Jim Slonoff photos)

Thursday, August 6, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 46 • 40 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Dist. 181 approves
reopening plan

Page 3

National parks become
family’s playgrounds

Page 5

Central sports adjusts to
new guidelines

Page 38

Thursday, August 13, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 47 • 52 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

It takes a village — Tom Krasnewich and Bob Cloud took matters into their own hands and opened up North Washington Street shortly after 
a “derecho” rolled through Hinsdale Monday afternoon. The storm, which spawned several tornadoes across northern Illinois, traveled 
almost 800 miles and did most of its damage in Hinsdale on the north side of the tracks between Ogden Avenue and Maple Street. Village 
crews worked until midnight on Monday to open the blocked roads. Crews are expected to be busy well into next week picking up and 
chipping the fallen branches. Please turn to Page 15 for more photos. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Teen hopes to get peers 
engaged with local history.

Page 9

Art classes keeping kids busy 
until school starts.

Page 19

Former Red Devils ready to take 
game to next level.

Page 50

Thursday, August 20, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 48 • 40 Pages • $1 on newsstand

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Secret weapon — Sven Lindstrom and Nikos Pyross, both students at The Lane School, work out a strategy before making their next move 
during the Illinois Chess Teachers camp at The Community House recently. Please turn to Page 16 for more pictures. (Jim Slonoff photo)

No overnight stay required for 
best trips of summer.

Page 5

League member reflects on 
struggle to earn right to vote.

Page 14

More former Red Devils reflect 
on pursuing sport in college.

Page 38

School’s in! — St. Isaac Jogues opened its doors Monday to students in kindergarten through 
eighth grade. Wednesday morning it was the preschoolers’ turn to join in. Lewis Barrett, pre-
3, and sister Evelyn, pre-4, were escorted by their father for the first day of their classes. For 
more on private schools in Hinsdale reopening, turn to the story on Page 7. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Thursday, August 27, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 49 • 44 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Hole-in-one, tournament make 
“Best Time Ever” list for golfer.

Page 5

Philanthropist helps teens get 
their foot in the (college) door.

Page 9

Scouts earn prestigious
award beyond Eagle rank.

Page 17

A powerful derecho with 
winds exceeding 50 mph tore through Hinsdale, 

sending tree limbs onto roads and downing 
power lines throughout town. Conor and Lois 

Weber and their son Isaac watched crews clear 
North Washington Street.

“

Hinsdale COVID-19 case count 297

Page 18 • February 4, 2021 • Year in Review • The Hinsdalean
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Hinsdalean leads nonprofit in meeting surging needHinsdalean leads nonprofit in meeting surging need

As a longtime Hinsdalean, Bob 
Lassandrello knew little about the 
food pantry operating out of the 
village’s Memorial Building,

Then five years ago his neigh-
bor, an HCS Family Services 
board member, invited him to get 

Lassandrello moved with his 
then-young family to Hinsdale in 
1986, parenting with “all the usual 
stuff” like Scouting and youth 
baseball and soccer. His wife, 
Noreen, was active in Monroe 
School activities, and all three of 

open up again, we’re hopeful our open up again, we’re hopeful our 
event business will start back up event business will start back up 
again,” he said.

With four grandchildren — ages With four grandchildren — ages 
10, 8, 6 and 4 — living locally, his 10, 8, 6 and 4 — living locally, his 
schedule stays full.schedule stays full.

“I’m way busier then when I was “I’m way busier then when I was 

60 SECONDS

The Hinsdalean • November 19, 2020 • Page 9

Hinsdale returnee espouses cooperation over conflict

“The best beloved of all things in 

my sight is Justice.”

These are the words of 

Bahá’u’lláh, the 19th-centu-

ry founder of the Bahá’í Faith, 

which emphasizes the value of 

all religions and the oneness of 

humanity. It’s a belief system that 

Hinsdale’s Gordon Coates found 

compelling as a young man and 

which he now supports profes-

sionally as a correspondence coor-

dinator for the Baha’i National 

Center in Evanston.

“We assist Bahá’í communi-

ties through the United States in 

applying Bahá’i laws — and also 

(helping) communities that are 

having difficult situations to deal 

with,” he explained.

With no clergy, Bahá’i house-

holds instead establish local 

councils and gather monthly for 

a Nineteen Day Feast consisting 

of devotional, administrative and 

social elements. With a small 

number of adherents in Hinsdale, 

Coates said his family joins with 

believers in neighboring towns for 

times of fellowship.

The Hinsdale-raised Coates 

was introduced to Bahá’i by his 

college cross country coach. He 

was attracted to the call to root out 

prejudices and systemic inequal-

ities to unite people across ethnic 

backgrounds, social classes and 

religions.
“The idea (is) that the founders 

of all the great religions were sent 

by God ... to guide mankind and 

not to compete with each other,” 

he explained.

Coates was also drawn to 

Bahá’i’s progressive advocacy for 

gender equality and the harmony 

of science and religion. He went to 

work for the Bahá’i organization, 

spending 2 1/2 years at the Baha’i 

World Center in Haifa, Israel.

“At the time there were 700 

Bahá’is serving from all over the 

world,” he said of the experience.

There he also gained a new 

appreciation for healthy eating 

and, after returning to the States, 

earned a bachelor’s degree in 

nutrition and medical dietetics.

“I worked as a registered dieti-

tian for 13 years at a hospital and 

a cancer care center,” Coates 

related. “I would say my current 

specialties are oatmeal bread and 

big vegetarian salads.”

His wife, Philippa, graduat-

ed from Hinsdale Central a few 

years after him. But they weren’t 

acquainted until well into adult-

hood when his mom and her dad, 

serving together as election judges 

one year, learned each had an 

unmarried child — and that both 

were Bahá’i!

“Our parents aren’t Bahá’is, so 

it’s kind of funny,” Coates said.

The matchmaking worked, of 

course, and the couple returned 

to Hinsdale in 2005 to make their 

home. They adopted a boy and 

later a girl, both from Guatemala 

and now in their teens. Coates 

began his work at the Bahá’i 

National Center, about a mile 

from the landmark Bahá’i House 

of Worship in Wilmette.

Coates said humanity’s present 

challenges can become a force for 

good.
“My hope is that the struggles 

we’ve all been going through will 

help us focus more on spiritual 

things and on working together to 

attain a more just and unified soci-

ety,” he said.

— story by Ken Knutson, photo 

by Jim Slonoff

GORDON COATES

FATHER TO IAN, 14 & DORA, 13 •

ATTENDED THE LANE SCHOOL AND 

HINSDALE CENTRAL • MARRIED TO 

PHILIPPA • GRADUATED FROM WILLIAMS 

COLLEGE (MASS.) • ENJOYS WALKS

WITH HIS TWO DOGS

60 SECONDS

EffortlesslyBRILLIANT

3 7  S .  W A S H I N G T O N  S T R E E T   I   H I N S D A L E
6 3 9 . 4 5 5 . 1 9 0 0

The Hinsdalean • December 10, 2020 • Page 9

Graham building stronger women through Girl Scouts

Kathy Graham was never a Girl 
Scout herself. But the Campfire 
Girls played a big part in the life 
of this Minnesota native. She 
became a Bluebird in third grade 
and worked her way up through 
the ranks of the organization until 
senior year of high school, learn-
ing lessons and new skills along 
the way. 

“I definitely had just a wonder-
ful, fulfilling experience as a young 
girl. It taught me a lot about the 
world,” Graham said. Today, she’s dedicated to pro-

viding some of those same experi-
ences for girls through Girl Scouts. 

Graham is one of nine to join 
the Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago 
and Northwest Indiana Board of 
Directors in November 2020. As a 
board member, Graham will help 
govern and build the local arm of 
this international organization and 
empower tomorrow’s women.Graham first became involved 

with Girls Scouts as a leader for 
her two daughters. While her girls 
went on to explore other activities, 
Graham continued to support 
the organization personally and 
through her employer, US Bank. 

As senior vice president/senior 
portfolio manager at US Bank in 
Chicago, Graham brings decades 
of experience and expertise in the 
financial field to her role on the 
Girl Scout board, and as a member 
of the organization’s investment 
committee, she helps guide the 
organization’s financial choices. 

Like the Campfire Girls of decades ago, today’s Girl Scouts 
go camping, hiking and canoing. 
They learn about science, citizen-
ship and even how to be a good 
friend. While earning badges, tak-
ing trips, exploring science, getting 
outdoors, doing community ser-
vice projects, and of course, selling 
cookies, today’s Girl Scouts learn 
leadership skills that will follow 
them throughout their lives. Almost 45,000 girls and 19,000 

adult members and volunteers 
throughout 245 communities in 
northeast Illinois and four coun-
ties in Indiana are impacted by 
Girl Scouts. Some 30 troops exist 
throughout Hinsdale, offering 
opportunities to girls from kinder-
garten through high school. Encouraged by her employer’s 

commitment to the community, 

Graham also serves on the boards 
of Thresholds and Christ the King 
Jesuit College Preparatory School, 
as well as the Lurie Children’s 
Hospital Research Board, where 
she chairs the education commit-
tee.

“I really feel like the work I do 
helps make a difference,” she said. 

As terms on some of those 
boards near their end, Graham 
said she plans to turn her focus 
more squarely on the Girl Scouts 
organization. “I’m very excited about helping 

girls to realize their full potential,” 
she said. 

Decades later, Graham said she 
still feels the effects of her years 
as a Campfire Girl.  She can still 
build a fire and cook a meal over a 
campfire. And she keeps in touch 
with friends made around those 
campfires.  Along with lifelong 
friends and unforgettable expe-
riences, Graham said Campfire 
Girls, like Girl Scouts, prepared 
her for life.

“The greatest thing it built for 
me is confidence,” she said.— story by Sandy Illian Bosch, photo by Jim Slonoff

KATHY GRAHAMMOTHER OF 31-YEAR-OLD TRIPLETS • 
LOVES TO TRAVEL • 35-YEAR RESIDENT 
OF HINSDALE • MEMBER OF THE SECOND 
CLASS OF WOMEN TO EVER GRADUATE 
FROM NOTRE DAME UNIVERSITY
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2020 in review

“ Sitting at 
home every day 
behind a screen 
does not pro-
mote well-being. 
E-learning is not 
the answer. We 
must return to 
the classroom.” 
— Central senior 
Cayden Torsberg 
at a rally calling 
officials to open 
schools before 
Oct. 5

“ It’s actually some of the 
best rowing water ever. Super-wide, 
you can put like four boats across.” 
— Allie Hildreth, Central senior and 
Chicago Rowing Foundation mem-
ber, on the DesPlaines River

“ It’s been frustrating. We’ve had a few hiccups 
and that’s probably one of the things that drives me nuts 
is the hiccups.” — Central athletic director Dan Jones on 
the last-minute schedule changes required after the IHSA 
announced in July that some teams could play in the fall

“ The nature of our community is not 
tract housing. It’s a ridiculously dense plan that 
doesn’t fit with our community.” — Fullersburg 
resident Dan Hemmer speaking in opposition 
to the proposed 46-home Heather Highlands 
development north of Ogden Avenue between 
Madison and Adams streets

“ You can keep it in your home. You can 
keep it in your purse. You never know when you 
might use it and save someone’s life.” — Dr. 
Ruchi Fitzgerald on her efforts to make Narcan 
widely available to prevent fatal overdoses

“ It was a little confusing. To be 
honest, I kind of relied on my friend to remem-
ber where we were going.” — eighth-grader 
Leah Theoharous on acclimating to her half-day 
schedule at Hinsdale Middle School

“ We built out a really trans-
parent communication schedule 
that we shared at our board meet-
ing prior to the start of the school 
year, so I think people knew what to 
expect.” — D181 communications 
director Jamie Lavigueur on notifi-
ying parents of the first COIVD-19 
cases since schools opened

Doing the Burlington shuffle  — Neil and Maeve Horan move to the music of Ben Tator and the 
Tator Tots. The group appeared at the Hinsdale Public Library and village of Hinsdale’s Lunch 
on the Lawn last month. The turnout was great for the event. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Thursday, September 3, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 50 • 40 Pages • $1 on newsstands
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Summer series concludes with 
story on South African safari.

Page 5

Central social worker shares 
what it takes to be the best.

Page 14

First installment of fall sports 
previews runs today.

Page 38

Market master — AJ Marfurt has the perfect size shopping cart for her day at the farmers market 
Monday morning near Burlington Park. The Hinsdale Chamber of Commerce event continues 
from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mondays through Oct. 12 on Chicago Avenue in front of the Memorial 
Building. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Thursday, September 10, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 51 • 48 Pages • $1 on newsstands
Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Long-awaited first day of school 
in D181 arrives.

Page 3

Teen’s efforts to stop 
Sterigenics earn recognition.

Page 9

Second set of fall sports
previews runs today.

Page 46

Thursday, September 17, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIV, Issue 52 • 48 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Sunset over the Hinsdale priarie — As the sun set over the Jackson Street prairie in Hinsdale on Monday night, the effects of the forest fires 
in the western United States created an unusual look. As the fires burn out of control, the smoke in the upper atmosphere will impact both 
sunrise and sunset for next several days in the area. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Central parents, students give 
remote learning a failing grade.

Page 5

Jewish New Year a time to 
reflect, spend time with family.

Page 14

Learn more about Zook, efforts 
to renovate home at event.

Page 17

Thursday, September 24, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XV, Issue 1 • 48 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

The Hinsdale Central boys soccer team typically would be midway through its season. Thanks to COVID-19, boys soccer, along with football 
and girls volleyball, will instead compete in a revamped spring season that begins in February. That’s not the only change Central athletes 
— and the athletic department as a whole — are facing this year. Read more in Sports on Page 46. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Thurday, May 30, 2019 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XIII, Issue 36 • 44 Pages • $1 on newsstands
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A great night to be a Red Devil aunt — Dania Husami, aunt of Hinsdale Central senior Bilal Malas, sends a message of love to her niece. 
Husami along with a few thousand other friends and family members attended the Hinsdale Central Class of 2019 graduation ceremony 
on Dickinson Field last week. Please turn to Page 32 for more pictures. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Hinsdale mom found second 
home at local theater.

Page 14

Hinsdale events celebrate
arrival of summer.

Page 17

Boys tennis serves up
another state title.

Page 42

Hinsdale native offers first-hand 
account of wildfires.

Page 7

Mayslake is the beneficiary of 
volunteer’s efforts.

Page 9

The Hinsdalean named best 
newspaper in the state.

Page 5

Central senior
Matt Hester was one of the speakers 

at a rally before a District 86 board 

meeting urging an immediate return to 

in-person classes.

“

Page 20 • February 4, 2021 • Year in Review • The Hinsdalean
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Hinsdale COVID-19 case count 380
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“ Solving this brazen robbery and 
securing convictions was a priority for the police 
department. Hinsdale police officers spent 
countless hours tracking down leads, conducting 
interviews and collecting evidence in this case.” 
— Hinsdale Police Chief Brian King on the con-
viction of two men in the 2017 armed robbery of 
Razny Jewelers

Opponents of a 
plan to remove the Salt Creek 

dam in Fullersburg Woods sought 

to persuade the DuPage County 

Forest Preserve District to change 

its mind.

“

“ It was a weird way to finish, but I’m just 
happy we had such a good team.” — Hinsdale 
Central senior golfer Emily Ascher on the team’s 
sectional championship, marking the end of the 
season as the state tournament was canceled

“ It’s easy to give money and 
say a prayer for somebody. It’s not 
as easy to get involved and stay with 
it on a weekly basis.” — Hinsdale’s 
Jacqui Wooldridge on serving with 
a group to care for homeless people 
in downtown Downers Grove

“ The current design is 
too far off from what is going 
to be acceptable to people 
to move to the next stage.” 
— Trustee Matt Posthuma 
on the village board’s oppo-
sition to a plan for a senior 
living development at Ogden 
Avenue and Adams Street 
from Ryan Companies, which 
subsequently withdrew the 
proposal

All in — Almost two dozen members of Hinsdale Central’s football team, along with dozens of 
other volunteers, helped out at the annual St. Isaac Jogues Seeds of Service project Saturday. 
Red Devils J.T. Pyle and Jay Randly unload a Cassidy Tire truck that was filled with several 
pallets of granola bars and toaster pastries. The seventh annual event collected almost 2,000 
bags of food donations from across the village. The food was distributed to the Little Sisters 
of the Poor, the Missionaries of Charity, the Franciscans of Eucharist of Chicago and the 
People’s Resource Center. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Thursday, October 1, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XV, Issue 2 • 44 Pages • $1 on newsstands
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Effort swells to block Graue Mill 
dam removal.

Page 5

Eighth-grader works to reduce 
plastic use.

Page 9

McCabe has Central runners
on the move.

Page 42

Thursday, October 8, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XV, Issue 3 • 56 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Pumpkin pretty — Farrah Foster takes a moment to let her mom, Lindsay, take a quick picture at KLM on Saturday. The Hinsdale Historical 
Society hosted a Pumpkin Decorating event at the Zook Studio located in the park. After decorating, the kids were invited to take a Zook/
Halloween themed scavenger hunt and enjoy some refreshments. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Coverage of fall races begins 
today with U.S. House districts.

Page 5

Wellness House supporter
anxious for 30th anniversary.

Page 9

Hinsdale teens work to support 
just1mike fundraiser.

Page 54

Thursday, October 15, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XV, Issue 4 • 52 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Park patrol — Volunteers spread across Hinsdale to participate in a park clean-up day Oct. 2. Teams went to work in KLM, Brook Park and 
Robbins Park picking up trash. The team of Aidan Babaran, Logan Barrios, Aden Bandukwall and Connor James made their way through 
Robbins Park. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Election coverage continues 
with state, county races.

Pages 3, 7

Principals share their joys during 
month dedicated to them.

Page 14

Girls golf team ends season No. 
1, boys team No. 2.

Page 50

Thursday, October 22, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XV, Issue 5 • 40 Pages • $1 on newsstands
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Elm goes blue — In celebration of Elm School earning its 2020 Blue Ribbon Award status, students, teachers and parents celebrated last 
week with several events. The week started with “Elm Blooms as a Blue Ribbon School” and closed with “Elm’s Brilliant Minds Think Blue.” 
The activities included everything from planning a blue ribbon garden to a schoolwide collaborative art project. Malik Chaar along with her 
fellow first-graders had a chance to celebrate outside during the “We’re Bursting with Blue Ribbon Pride” socially distanced bubble party 
in Elm’s back yard. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Coverage of Nov. 3 election 
wraps up today.
Pages 5, 7, 10

Central teens work to help
others change way they think.

Page 17

Girls tennis team nets two
titles at sectional meet.

Page 38

Thursday, October 29, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XV, Issue 6 • 48 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Give us those nice bright colors — The Hinsdale Family Fall Fest - maintaining COVID restrictions - was a big hit with families across the village. 
The Hinsdalean was on hand and took more than 1,400 photos of the trick-or-treaters who enjoyed the windy event, which included free 
pumpkins, a fall festival goodie bag, a costume contest and trick-or-treating in the central business district. Among the children photo-
graphed were Olivia Ander, Liam McNicholas, Poppy Huseth and Keegan and Jameson McCoskey. (Jim Slonoff photos)

Personal passion, volunteer 
opportunity match up.

Page 9

Out-of-state skeletons move to 
Hinsdale for Halloween.

Page 19

Central girls make a splash to 
end unusual swim season.

Page 46

“ I think I’m going to remem-
ber most how we came together as a 
team during this tough time and built 
each other up. Without that, I don’t 
think we would have done as well as 
we did.” — Hinsdale Central varsity 
swim coach Bob Barber on the team’s 
sectional title and record-breaking 
season

“ The budgets last year were significantly underspent. Due 
to the school shutdown, a lot of supplies were not consumed. A lot of 
travel was not consumed.” — District 86 Chief Financial Officer Josh 
Stephenson on explaining the $1.2 million budget surplus at the end of 
the 2019-20 fiscal year

“ I’m aware that it’s a difficult thing. I hope for more 
awareness around this issue. I hope for people to realize that not 
everything that they say or do is OK.” — Hinsdale Central senior 
Amaryah Chandler of the Students Organized for Anti-Racism 
club in discussing the club’s 14-day Equity Challenge for students 
and families

Hinsdale COVID-19 case count 458

OCTOBER



2020 in review

“ During this second wave, COVID-
19 has impacted our Hinsdale Hospital campus 
significantly, although not to the degree seen in 
the spring.” — Adam Maycock, president and 
CEO, Amita Health Adventist Medical Centers 
Hinsdale and La Grange

“ I’ve always been 
an advocate for marginal-
ized groups of people who 
don’t have a voice or can’t 
voice their opinions in a 
safe manner.” — Bridget 
McBride, Central junior and 
co-president of the Gender 
Sexuality Alliance

“ Sometimes a slice of pie and a good 
laugh are all you really need to celebrate.” — 
contributing columnist Amy McCauley

“ The generosity of the com-
munity has been amazing. Seeing the 
food being distributed is such a great 
thing. This has been a good day.” — 
Bob Lassandrello, HCS Family Services 
board chair, on the 300 Thanksgiving 
dinner kits the organization distributed 
to clients

“ I love them all. I love pumpkin pie. 
Smashed potatoes I love. We always do Brussels 
sprouts and I love all those things.” — Vistro 
owner and chef Paul Virant on his favorite 
Thanksgiving dishes

“ We’ve already canceled
a spring season and it would be unfair to 
have anything affect their season when 
we know that a lot of them, under (Tier 
2) guidelines, would be able to compete.” 
— Central athletic director Dan Jones 
after Gov. JB Pritzker announced the state 
would move to Tier 3 mitigations and all 
winter sports would be on hold

“ Probably after three months, I felt I’d met the challenge. 
Then it became a matter of survival. We lost a lot of lives for nothing.” 
— former U.S. Marine pilot Bill Trader on his combat tour in Vietnam

Thursday, November 5, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XV, Issue 7 • 64 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Trading time — Taking a candy break on Garfield Avenue, Nicholas Mattson, Hunter Datewood, Alex Schaeffen and Tommy Phelps review 
their haul on Halloween afternoon. While the amount of kids out trick-or-treating this year might have been a bit lower due to the pandemic, 
many streets were filled with kids going house to house enjoying the annual tradition in perfect weather. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Election Day brings out voters
in droves.
Page 5

Hinsdale veteran recalls
his service.

Page 9

Central runners shine
at sectionals.

Page 62

Thursday, November 12, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XV, Issue 8 • 48 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

A leafy season — Christian Hrubes was helping his dad rake some leaves Sunday morning, but he had much more fun taking time off, rolling 
and jumping into the piles. The record-setting warm weather over the weekend provided the perfect background to working and — more 
importantly — playing outdoors across the village. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Two-part series on a Hinsdale 
treasures begins today.

Pages 4,5

No need to sweat when it 
comes to Thanksgiving dinner.

Page 17

Hinsdale teens garner selections 
in NHL draft last month.

Page 46

Thursday, November 19, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XV, Issue 9 • 64 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Stuffing the truck — Students at Hinsdale Central held a Stuff the Truck fundraiswer last week, collecting food and paper goods for the 
People’s Resource Center in Westmont. Members of the National Honor Society and Business Professionals of America met the goal and 
filled the truck completely. PRC volunteer Ron Niemer along with Central students Yasmina Eshac and Matilde Camplone sort the dona-
tions. Please turn to Page 18 for more pictures. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Hinsdale feeling statewide spike 
in COVID-19 cases.

Page 7

Village native keeps his faith 
amidst trying times.

Page 9

Red Devils athletes sidelined by 
new mitigation plan.

Page 62

Thursday, November 26, 2020 • Hinsdale, Illinois • Volume XV, Issue 10 • 40 Pages • $1 on newsstands

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas — Two workman from Holiglo, with the help of a hydraulic lift, work 50 feet above South Quincy 
Street Saturday afternoon hanging Christmas lights. With a mild autumn and perhaps pent up frustration from COVID-19, it seems like 
more homes than ever across the village are coming alive with the look of Christmas. To see how the tree turned out, please turn to Page 
3. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Not too early to start thinking 
about holiday gifts.

Page 7

Hinsdale volunteer appreciates 
story town has to tell.

Page 9

Pastors cite abundant reasons
to give thanks, even this year.

Page 17

Jennifer Reenan 

(front, green coat) appreciated the team that spent two 

years restoring her historic home on Sixth Street — known 

as the American Beauty House — after it was nearly 

destroyed by a 2018 fire. Her team included Aarti Patel, Ari 

Smejkal, Elizabeth Krueger, David Post, Laura O’Brien, Mike 

Abraham, Joel Rafferty and David Knecht.

“

Page 22 • February 4, 2021 • Year in Review • The Hinsdalean
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2020 in review

“ It’s still important for Hinsdale to recognize — and all suburbs — that people 
that recovering from addiction are recognized by the government as people with a disabili-
ty.” — Michael Owens, founder and executive director of Trinity Sober Living, on the U.S. 
Department of Justice suing the village for trying to stop Trinity from operating a group 
home in town

Salt Creek Ballet
presented its annual production of “The 

Nutcracker” as a drive-in movie in Salt Creek’s 

Westmont parking lot, letting audience members 

watch and listen from their cars.

“

“ It was the busiest day of the season, 
and we were doing business through a 30-inch 
opening.” — Jim Phillip of Phillip’s Flowers & 
Gifts on the impact of COVID-19 mitigations on 
Mother’s Day

“ We try to give these young adults the 
chance to experience a diverse variety of com-
munity service.” — Hinsdale Assembly Chair 
Laurie Eichelman on the organization’s philan-
thropic focus

“ She was a wonderful student, classmate, team-
mate and friend who left an indelible mark on all of us.” 
— a Hinsdale Central statement following the death of 
sophomore swimming standout Kendall Pickering

“ We should address that 
whole corridor and say that we don’t 
want things there that don’t gen-
erate sales tax revenue.” — Village 
President Tom Cauley on his oppo-
sition to Lakeview Bank’s desire to 
open a branch at 222 E. Ogden Ave.

Go fly a kite — or two. Brian Paul found the perfect spot in Robbins Park on Saturday afternoon 
to fly his two super-sized kites. He flew his Trilobite16 (54 square feet with 42-foot long tails) 
and an octopus kite (26 feet long) while sitting back in a lawn chair. He was forced to leave 
his relaxing post when it came time to reel the kites in. Paul first discovered this hobby while 
attending a recent kite flying festival in Naperville. (Jim Slonoff photos)
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Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Hinsdale gardener’s handiwork 
helps make season bright.

Page 9

Pair coordinates donation to 
support remote learning.

Page 14

Holidays look different, but 
there’s still plenty to celebrate.

Page 17
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Community journalism the way it was meant to be

It’s wonderful day to be an actor — Hinsdale Central students were thrilled to have the chance to perform in a fall show this year. “It’s a 
Wonderful Life: A Radio Play” was filmed in November and will be available to audiences this weekend, with a video performance on Friday 
and a radio broadcast Saturday. See Page 17 to hear from the director and actors and Page 33 for details on accessing the show. (Jim 
Slonoff photo)

Shop Hinsdale for the best
holiday gifts.
Pages 7, 10

Former Campfire Girl has new 
allegiance with Girl Scouts.

Page 9

Phillip’s celebrates half a
century in the village.

Page 14
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Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Reading buddies — Sienna Chansey has the full attention of her furry friend “Linka” as she reads to her at the Hinsdale Humane Society 
Dec. 2. Sienna is a member of the Compassionate Kids Corps program, which focuses on teaching kids about commitment, hard work, 
dedication and animal welfare as they volunteer at the shelter. (Jim Slonoff photo)

Last-minute ideas abound in 
final article in gift ideas series. 

Page 7

Loss inspires woman to help 
others look, feel better.

Page 9

Expert offers tips on coping with 
change this holiday season.

Page 14
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Village, library leaders offer look 
back at 2020.

Page 7

Pandemic won’t mean the end 
of cherished Hinsdale tradition.

Page 9

Plenty of fun to be had outdoors 
— if Mother Nature cooperates.

Page 38

Checking in with the big guy — Students from the Union Church Early Childhood Education Program were surprised to see Santa Claus 
waiting to chat with them as they left school last week. Sienna Abraham, Amelia Van Slambrouck, Camille Reo, Charlie Laux, Tess Hillier 
and James Wilkinson were among the students who got the chance to check in. By the way, it has been confirmed that Santa Claus has 
received his COVID-19 vaccination from Dr. Anthony Fauci personally and has been cleared to travel around the world on Christmas Eve. 
(Jim Slonoff photos)
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Hinsdale’s happiest baby — Lily Quek, winner of The Hinsdalean’s happiest baby contest, has a lot to smile about, from her two great par-
ents, her big brother and her dog to the beautiful holiday dress her mom knitted for her. For more about her family, turn to the 60 Seconds 
feature on Page 9. To see the photo Lily’s mom submitted for the contest, turn to Page 6. (Jim Slonoff photo)

School superintendents offer 
look back at 2020.

Page 7

Professional endeavor includes 
philanthropic initiative.

Page 14

Indulge in a tasty homemade 
cocktail this New Year’s Eve.

Page 17

“ We certainly don’t want to take 
more than we need, but we want to make sure 
that we’re not hurting ourselves by taking less 
before we really know how much we’re going 
to get.” — District 181 board President Margie 
Kleber on favoring the “balloon” levy approach 
with the option to abate revenue to taxpayers 
in March if warranted

“ The Hinsdale Central stage has 
come to meet so much to every single Hinsdale 
Central person who was in the drama club.” — 
senior Charlotte Froiland on the club’s radio 
play-style performance of ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’

DECEMBER

Hinsdale COVID-19 case count 1,001
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2021 HAS JUST BEGUN...

WE HAVE A HOME FOR EVERYONE!
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