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Members of Hinsdale Central’s basketball team, as well as hundreds of others, filled the gym for the Special Olympics basketball game 
Dec. 8. The Red Devils came out on top of District 99 with a last second buzzer-beater, winning 36-34. Please turn to Page 20 for more 
pictures. (Jim Slonoff photo)
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news
Trustees act to stem migrant buses

By Ken Knutson
kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

Following the arrival of 11 bus-
loads of migrants in 11 days in 
downtown Hinsdale, the village 
has joined the growing number of 
suburban communities enacting 
restrictions on bus companies to 
prevent the unannounced drop-
offs. 

At a special village board meet-
ing Tuesday, trustees passed an 
ordinance requiring bus compa-
nies to file an application with 
Hinsdale Police Chief Brian King 
at least five days before a proposed 
disembarking date. Failure to do 
so carries a fine of $750 per passen-
ger and the possible impounding 
of the bus. The chief will inform 
the applicant if an application is 
approved within four days of filing.  

“These drop-offs started because 
Chicago, which is a sanctuary city, 
passed an ordinance restricting the 

flow of buses of migrants direct-
ly to the city from Texas,” Village 
President Tom Cauley said in his 
remarks introducing the measure, 
which requires the village be pro-
vided with a detailed plan on how 
migrants will be housed and fed 
after they are dropped off.

The Hinsdalean was witness to 
the first drop-off Dec. 22 at First 
Street and Garfield Avenue. The 
migrants walked to the Hinsdale 
train station to travel to Chicago. 
Subsequent drop-offs, which vil-
lage officials said consist of 45 
people on average, have occurred 
right outside the station.

Cauley reported that one of the 
bus drivers informed the village 
that, in the absence of restrictions, 
the buses would keep coming at 
least through March. So far the 
activity has taken place without 
incident, officials said, but assum-
ing that will continue to be the case 
would be irresponsible.

“As the weather turns danger-
ously cold, migrant drop-offs 
unannounced in Hinsdale could 
endanger lives,” Cauley said. “If 
migrants are dropped off after the 
last train to Chicago, migrants 
could be stranded in Hinsdale all 
night before they get transport-
ed to Chicago. Hinsdale does not 
have the resources to handle such 
situations, even in good weather.”

Clarendon Hills passed a simi-
lar ordinance last week, and more 
than a dozen suburban munici-
palities have enacted restrictions 
in response to the influx, accord-
ing to various news outlets. Cauley 
said towns with ordinances have 
seen migrant drop-offs cease.

Almost 3,000 asylum seekers 
on 72 buses have arrived at train 
stations in DuPage County since 
Dec. 14, according to the DuPage 
County Office of Homeland 
Security and Emergency 
Management. Hinsdale and 

Wheaton were the destinations 
receiving the highest number of 
buses. 

Hinsdale resident Nick Skokna, 
one of a number of community 
members in attendance, said while 
he has helped resettle migrants 
in Oak Park through a charitable 
organization, the town is not posi-
tioned to address the sheer num-
ber being relocated.

“The people of Hinsdale care, 
and we really are trying to help 
them. But you can’t just have this 
open-door policy down (at) the 
border,” Skokna said.

Cauley said the ordinance is 
not a ban on buses, but rather 
an attempt to ensure safety for all 
involved. 

“Buses will be permitted to come 
to Hinsdale if they comply with 
the new ordinance,” he said, “It 
would give us the opportunity to 
have adequate police staffing and 
to manage it.”

Sweet tooth
Olivia Ander 

takes a bite out 
of the 

gingerbread 
cookie she 
decorated 
during the 

Holidays in 
Hinsdale event 

last month. 
The village 

sponsored the 
cookie 

decorating, 
wagon rides 

and visits 
with Santa 

in Burlington 
Park. (Jim 

Slonoff photo)
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Places from the past — Hinsdale’s building services supervisor, Jim Piontkowski, a 
Hinsdale Central graduate, moved to Hinsdale in 1971 and spent many years here 
in his youth. Having spent more than 40 years with the village, there isn’t a lot 
about Hinsdale he doesn’t know or hasn’t photographed. This photo from 1979 is 
of Dixon Realtors, which was located at 8 E. Hinsdale Ave. It is the current home 
of Coldwell Banker in the Village. Do you have a Hinsdale photo that is at least 25 
years old? We’d love to share it with our readers. Stop by our office at 7 W. First 
St. or email it to jslonoff@thehinsdalean.com.

Delivery
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subscribe or if you have ques-
tions about delivery, call Tina 
Wisniowicz.
Corrections
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Letters to the editor
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space.
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Happy Birthday!
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Nonprofit leaders reflect back on 2023
Year was busy with anniversary celebration, pet adoptions and hospital partnerships

By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

Each January, we talk to the leaders 
of seven major nonprofit agencies in 
Hinsdale about their experiences over 
the previous year and ask them to 
share one wish for the current year.

The second article in this two-part 
series — focusing on Candor Health 
Education, Community Memorial 
Foundation, HCS Family Services and 
The Community House — will run 
Jan. 11.

Hinsdale Historical Society

With the village celebrating its ses-
quicentennial in 2023, it’s no surprise 
the past year was a busy one for the 
Hinsdale Historical Society. 

“I think that one of the biggest 
accomplishments that we’ve done this 
year is put on the ‘Hinsdale in Lights’ 
exhibit,” said Katharine Andrew, soci-
ety manager. “That was an exhibit that 
was basically unprecedented for a his-
torical society of our size to be able to 
do.”

The exhibit, which took months and 
many volunteers to create, highlighted 
150 years of village history through 
items on display and an immersive 
light show. Some 500 to 600 people 
visited the exhibit during its run.

“I did the math and saw that we had 
over 78 hours of running light shows 
while it was open. It was quite the 
exhibit,” she said.

The historical society partnered with 
historian Julia Bachrach and histor-
ic preservationist Jean Follett to offer 
“Finding Grace: The Forgotten Story of 
Social Reformer Grace Bagley” at the 
1894 home Wright designed for Bagley 
and her husband at 121 S. County Line 
Road. 

“It was a really great exhibit,” 
Andrew said. “We loaned some items 
from our collection over there and 
were able to work with the amazing 
group of curators.”

Currently on display at history 
museum at 15 S. Clay St. is a small 
exhibit about Hinsdale’s train history. 
It will run through early March, and 
residents will have multiple opportu-
nities to see it.

“We’re going to start having the 

museum open at least every other 
Saturday starting Jan. 6 from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m.,” Andrew said.

Members of the Junior Board will 
help staff the museum. And they were 
invaluable working in the archives 
over the past year, Andrew said.  
“We really wouldn’t have been able to 
do a lot of the research that we’ve done 
in the archives without their help,” she 
said.

The historical society also assisted 
the village with its “Hinsdale History 
— Illuminated” light show in August, 
researched more than 35 homes and 
presented 17 plaques to homeown-
ers through its historic plaque pro-
gram, answered 150 inquiries on 
Hinsdale history and spent more than 
$70,000 to restore the history museum. 
Volunteers donated more than 4,300 
hours of time at the museum, working 
in the archives and staffing events.

The Kitchen Walk in May, Chateua 
du Parc in October and the Holly Jolly 
Trolley in December helped to raise 
funds for the Zook home at Katherine 
Legge Memorial Park, which is in des-
perate need of weatherizing before it 
snows.

“The more it sits there, the harder 
it gets to eventually restore,” Andrew 
said. 

Although 2023 was quite busy, 
Andrew doesn’t expect things to slow 
down in 2024.

“This coming year we’re hoping 
to put more things up on the app, 
research more houses and award more 
plaques, do more programs, give more 
tours and do more all of the wonderful 
things that we do,” she said.

Hinsdale Humane Society

Workers and volunteers at the 
shelter continue to feel the impact of 
COVID, a two-year time period when 
1.6 million spay and neuter surgeries 
were not performed nationwide.

“In animal welfare, we were really, 
really closing in on getting a handle 
on the inventory of animals and then 
COVID hit,” said Jacki Rossi, executive 
director.

“Because of the animal welfare crisis 
going on, because there are so many 
animals everywhere, I actually had to 
slow intake a little bit this year so we 

could build up our staff to be able to 
handle this massive amount of ani-
mals.

“Over the summer, we were getting 
animals dumped here every other day. 
Cats in the parking lot, dogs left out-
side tied to trees.”

The shelter was able to return to full 
staffing last year, Rossi said, and a new 
animal care team member position 
will be added in 2024 to offer more 
flexibility during vacations and time 
off due to illness.

Caring for 300 animals living at the 
shelter and in foster care is a huge task, 
Rossi said, and one that requires more 
than paid staff. Fortunately the agency 
added 295 volunteers from January to 
November.

“We couldn’t do it without volun-
teers — that is 100 percent for sure,” 
Rossi said.

Volunteers contributed almost 
18,000 hours through the end of 
November.

“If you think about it, that’s another 
15-plus full-time positions,” she said.

The final week of the year was busy 
with adoptions, she said last week, 
estimating that the annual total would 
top 1,700 by the end of the year.

Another big number from 2023 is 
2,190 — the number of spay and neu-
ter surgeries performed by Dr. Kristin 

Tvrdik, the humane society’s medical 
director.

“We’re not going to be able to adopt 
our way out of this overpopulation cri-
sis,” Rossi said. “We have to get these 
animals spayed and neutered so they 
are not reproducing.

In 2023, the humane society also 
provided 865 hours of pet therapy, 
308 vaccine clinics, 304 training and 
enrichment sessions, humane edu-
cation to 570 participants and filled 
68 requests through the BJ Chimenti 
Angel Fund for Veterans and Pets. 

A “Save the Shelter” campaign 
helped the nonprofit end 2022 in the 
black, and Rossi expects the books will 
close the same way this year.  The soci-
ety’s largest fundraiser also offered an 
opportunity to mark a milestone.

“We had a wonderful time celebrat-
ing our 70th this year,” Rossi said. “It 
kind of topped off with our gala in 
September at The Community House.”

More than 200 guests helped the 
humane society raise $150,000. Rossi 
said she is thankful for all of the com-
munity support the agency received 
in 2023.

“It was a year of getting back out 
in the community,” she said. “We 
couldn’t do this without them.”

Wellness House

In the business of the year, it can be 
easy to lose sight of the impact Wellness 
House has, said Lisa Kolavennu, chief 
executive officer.

“We’ve been able to help more 
than 3,000 people this year,” she said. 
“These are people dealing with cancer, 
and to know that 3,000 lives have been 
touched by Wellness House is proba-
bly the thing that stands out the most.”

Highlights of the past year included 
the addition of new staff, including a 
director of cancer health equity ini-
tiatives.

“We’ve done it because we want to 
meet the growing demand for pro-
grams we have,” Kolavennu said.

The new director ties into the agen-
cy’s efforts to increase access to pro-
grams in places outside of Hinsdale. 

“We’ve known for many years that 
the best way to expand our reach is 

news

One wish
Nonprofit leaders shared their 

hopes for 2024.

“Contributions for the pres-
ervation of Hinsdale’s history, 
the maintenance of our three 
properties and the programs and 
events that we put on for peo-
ple in Hinsdale.” — Katharine 
Andrew, Hinsdale Historical 
Society

“Just to continue to be able to 
help the community. It’s so cli-
ché but it’s true. We are a huge 
resource for the suburbs and the 
Chicagoland community and the 
animals we help and the people 
we help. Just continue to grow 
all of that and be a resource 
center.” — Jacki Rossi, Hinsdale 
Humane Society

“My wish is for everyone to 
experience wellness in all its 
forms, and I would say that’s 
mind, body and spirit. There are 
so many ways to take care of 
themselves. My wish is that peo-
ple find those and really tap into 
them.” — Lisa Kolavennu

Please turn to Page 12

mailto:plannom@thehinsdalean.com
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Hinsdale High School District 86 Board
6 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 11
Hinsdale Central High School
55th and Grant streets
www.hinsdale86.org/board-of-education/board-meetings 

Hinsdale Historic Preservation Commission
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 11
Memorial Building
19 E. Chicago Ave.

On the draft agenda: public meetings on preservation incen-
tives for 515 S. Lincoln St., 217 W. Hickory St. and 605 E. Third 
St. 

Hinsdale Plan Commission
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 10
Memorial Building
19 E. Chicago Ave.

On the draft agenda: schedule public hearing for 945 S. 
Garfield Ave. special use permit (child day care services)

Hinsdale Village Board
(rescheduled)

7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 8
Memorial Building
19 E. Chicago Ave.
www.villageofhinsdale.org

On the draft agenda: blanket purchase orders for 2024

Dan Gjeldum
Senior VP of Mortgage Lending

O: (773) 435-0654    C: (312) 543-9692

Rate.com/dan    dan@rate.com
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IDFPR, 122 South Michigan Avenue, Suite 1900, Chicago, Illinois, 60603, 312-793-3000, 3940 N. Ravenswood Ave., Chicago, IL 60613 #MB.0005932

Applicant subject to credit and underwriting approval. Not all applicants will be approved for financing. Receipt of application does not represent an approval for financing or interest rate 
guarantee. Restrictions may apply, contact Guaranteed Rate for current rates and for more information.

Happy Holidays! 
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441 E. OGDEN AVE., CLARENDON HILLS
(1 mile west of Route 83)

www.zazasclarendonhills.com  |  630.920.0500
HOURS: M-T: 4-9pm W-F: 11:30am-9pm Sat-Sun: 4-9pm

LUNCH • DINNER
CARRY OUT ORDERS & DELIVERY via Uber Eats

Enjoy delicious signature dishes, daily specials, 
handmade pasta, fresh seafood, chops & veal.

NEXT WEEK

Henry Platts, son of Lindsey and Jordan Platts of 
Hinsdale, born at 4:44 a.m. Jan. 1, was the first 
baby of 2024 to be born at UChicago Medicine 
AdventHealth Hinsdale. The adorable bundle of joy 
weighed 6 pounds 5 ounces, measured 19.5 inches 
long and was welcomed home by his 2-year-old 
brother, Lane. Congratulations to the Platts family on 
the newest member of their family. (photo courtesy 
of UChicago Medicine AdventHealth)

First baby of 2024

Correction

The village expects to repave Sixth Street in asphalt, not con-
crete, as stated in a Dec. 28 editorial.

https://www.hinsdale86.org/board-of-education/board-meetings
https://www.villageofhinsdale.org/
https://www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/
mailto:dan@rate.com
https://www.zazasclarendonhills.com/
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Supporting local families since 1999 

Accepting Reservations. 

If Your Current Home is Not Working…  Come on Over to Ours!   

news

Resolve to follow the (new) rules in ’24
Start of the new year once again ushers in hundreds of new state regulations to navigate

By Ken Knutson
kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

Just when you got used to 
the old rules, 2024 brings a 
slate of new ones to learn.

More than 300 new laws 
took effect Jan. 1, ranging from 
a ban on book bans to the 
regulation of “deepfake porn” 
and prohibitions on video-
conferencing while driving. 

Under the Paid Leave for 
All Workers Act, workers in 
Illinois are now entitled to 
earn up to 40 hours of paid 
leave during a 12-month 
period, time they can take off 
work for any reason, regard-
less of whether they are full-
time, part-time, or seasonal 
employees.

Scott Cruz, a labor attorney, 
told Capitol News Illinois in 
November that the law will 
be a major change for waiters, 
waitresses and other work-
ers in the hospitality industry 
who have never received paid 

leave benefits in the past.
“That is a game changer for 

many employers, particularly 
those who have not previously 
offered any type of paid leave 
to their employees,” Cruz said.

Also on the labor front, 
the state’s minimum wage 
increases by $1 to $14 per 
hour as the latest step-up in 
a multi-year phase-in of a 
$15 per-hour minimum wage 
come 2025. Teens who work 
less than 650 hours in a calen-
dar year will earn $13 an hour 
while the minimum wage for 
tipped workers will increase to 
$9 an hour.

Residents who own guns, 
ammunition and accessories 
prohibited under the state’s 
assault weapons ban will be 
in violation of the law if they 
don’t register them with the 
state.

Libraries who ban books 
or other material “because of 
partisan or doctrinal disap-
proval” will now lose access 

to millions of dollars in annual 
grant funding administered 
by the secretary of state’s 
office. Libraries must either 
adopt the American Library 
Association’s Library Bill 
of Rights or develop a writ-
ten statement prohibiting the 
practice of banning specific 
books or resources.

An amendment to protec-
tions for existing “revenge 
porn” victims empowers those 
falsely depicted in sexually 
explicit images or videos to sue 
the creator of that material. 

Vaping is now banned in 
most indoor public spaces 
and within 15 feet of building 
entrances, the same restric-
tions that apply to cigarette 
smokers. 

Drivers can no longer par-
ticipate in videoconferencing 
or check their social media 
pages while behind the wheel 
under an expansion of the 
state’s existing distracted driv-
ing laws.

Hinsdale’s representatives 
in the Illinois Assembly spon-
sored some of the fresh legis-
lation. 

State Rep. Jenn Ladisch 
Douglass (D-45, Westmont) 
led the effort to charge those 
who financially exploit an 
elderly person 70 or older with 
a Class 1 felony 70, as long as 
the value of the property in 
question is $15,000 or more. 
The law also applies if the vic-
tim is has a disability.

“This bill provides common 
sense solutions to potential-
ly life-threatening problems, 
improving the safety of long-
term care facilities and pre-
venting financial exploita-
tion,” Ladisch Douglass said 
in a statement.

Gov. JB Pritzker signed into 
a law a bill sponsored by Sen. 
Suzy Glowiak Hilton (D-24, 
Western Springs) that requires 
all school districts, public 
schools, charter schools and 
nonpublic schools to main-

tain a supply of naloxone in a 
secure location in the event of 
an opioid overdose.

“By ensuring that naloxone 
is readily available to all stu-
dents in Illinois, we are help-
ing save our children’s lives,” 
Glowiak Hilton said in a state-
ment. “The opioid epidemic 
has taken a toll on our com-
munities. It’s time we develop 
and implement the necessary 
precautions to protect every-
one in our classrooms.”

Glowiak Hilton also was the 
driving force behind legisla-
tion requiring businesses to 
give clear notice to a consum-
er before a contract is auto-
matically renewed.

“Automatic renewal con-
tracts can be confusing, and 
businesses take advantage 
of this all the time,” she said. 
“This new law will ensure resi-
dents give clear consent when 
entering into a contract so they 
are not charged for services 
they do not need or want.”

mailto:kknutson@thehinsdalean.com
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POLICE BEAT
Hinsdale police distributed the following reports Jan. 3.

Arrest for fleeing police

Malik O. Daghash, 23, 12124 Venetian Way, Orland Park, was 
arrested for felony fleeing and eluding a police officer, speed-
ing, improper lane use and driving with expired license plates 
at 9:33 p.m. Dec. 28 at Route 83 and 55th Street. He was taken 
into custody after driving on a rim and striking a curb at 31st 
Street and Jorie Blvd in Oak Brook. He was charged and taken 
to DuPage County Jail.

DUI arrests

• Tyhysia C. Tarver, 36, 6608 S. Marquette Road, Chicago, 
was arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol, illegal 
stopping/standing/parking, improper lane use, failure to signal 
lane change and operating an uninsured motor vehicle at 2:11 
a.m. Dec. 28 at Ogden Avenue and Route 83. She refused test-
ing to determine blood-alcohol content and was charged and 
released to appear in court.

• Mario A. Galindo, 47, 4115 N. Washington St., Westmont, 
was arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol at 12:59 
a.m. Jan. 1 in the Kensington School Parking Lot, 540 W. Ogden 
Ave. He refused testing to determine blood-alcohol content and 
was charged and released to appear in court.

• Alphonso Coffey, 34, 2223 S. 20th Ave., Broadview, was 
arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol, speeding 
and improper lane use at 2:59 a.m. Jan. 1 at Route 53 and 55th 
Street. He refused testing to determine blood-alcohol content 
and was charged and released to appear in court.

Domestic battery arrest

A 47-year-old Hinsdale woman was arrested for domestic 
battery and resisting a police officer Dec. 27 after making con-
tact of an insulting or provoking nature with the victim. She 
resisted arrest and attempted to pull away from police. She was 
charged and taken to DuPage County Jail.

Tool bag stolen

A tool bag and tools were taken at 9:45 a.m. Dec. 27 while the 
tool bag was sitting on the parkway at Grant and Maple streets 
next to scrap pieces of material.

• All Natural, Delicious Fruit Smoothies
• Daily Soups and Salad Bar
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

         Visit us at hinsdalefruitstore.com

THE FRUIT STORES
HINSDALE
26 W. First Street (630) 655-1893
(Always FREE Convenient Parking)

WESTERN SPRINGS
925 Burlington Ave. • (708) 246-0893

OPEN SUNDAYS 10-4

START THE NEW YEAR OFF 
HEALTHY!

Fruits & Vegetables in the middle of WINTER that taste like SUMMER!

THE
HINSDALE
26 W. First Street (630) 655-1893
(Always FREE Convenient Parking)

THE
HINSDALE
26 W. First Street (630) 655-1893
(Always FREE Convenient Parking)
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Arrests do not constitute conviction of a crime, and individuals 
listed here should be presumed innocent until proven guilty. If 
charges are dismissed or reduced or the accused is found not 
guilty, he or she can contact The Hinsdalean at news@thehins-
dalean.com to provide us with documentation. Information will 
be updated online and in the next issue of the paper.

Get your child’s 
birthday in the paper!
Simply email your child’s 
name and birthday 
(day, month and year) to 
news@thehinsdalean.com 
for a chance for his or her 
name to appear on Page 4 
under a birthday greeting.

The Hinsdalean

BIRTHDAY 
SHOUT OUT!

https://hinsdalefruitstore.com/
https://dalean.com/
mailto:news@thehinsdalean.com
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It’s been a lifetime since Rich 
Meyer lived in Hinsdale. But a part 
of him still calls it home. 

“It’s a fairy tale town,” he said.
A graduate of Hinsdale High 

School, Meyer said he would have 
been content to stay in Hinsdale 
and start working after graduation. 
But even in the early 1960s, his 
teachers, neighbors and classmates 
encouraged and valued a college 
education. More than 60 years later, 
Meyer said he’s grateful for what his 
hometown and his education have 
provided. 

Meyer said he begrudgingly 
attended the University of Illinois, 
graduating in 1965 with a degree in 
electrical engineering. After visiting 
California to attend his brother’s 
wedding, Meyer made the move 
out west not long after gradua-
tion. But even today, he has fond 
memories of growing up as the son 
of a Hinsdale grocer. Meyer said 
his father owned a small store on 
Quincy Street, about a half mile 
from downtown. At 5 or 6 years old, 
Meyer said, he began helping by 
sweeping the floors. His compensa-
tion was the pennies that his father 
would hide throughout the store. 

“Dad would put a penny in a cou-
ple of spots. If I found the penny he 
knew I was sweeping,” Meyer said. 

At 82 years old, Meyer is still 
working and adding more lines to 
his resume. Along with roles such 
as electrical engineer, investor, real 

estate agent, minister, politician, 
historian, philanthropist, pilot and 
skipper, Meyer recently added the 
title of novelist to his list of achieve-
ments. 

Meyer describes “Penney’s 
Beach,” published by Balboa Press, 
as a lighthearted yet insightful com-
ing-of-age story of a girl growing up 
in a California beach town in the 
1970s. 

“What sets this novel apart is both 
its honesty and humanness and 
its truths and insights into many 
aspects of life,” Meyer stated in a 
press release announcing the novel. 
“It aims to be a gift to generations 
past, present, and future.” 

Meyer said he hopes his book also 
shows young readers that history 
can be fun. While he stops short of 
calling himself a history buff, Meyer 
said he’s fascinated by the evolution 
of the Western world over the cen-
turies.

The book isn’t the only gift Meyer 
has created for the next generation. 
A philanthropist who has chaired 
several nonprofit organizations, 
Meyer recently awarded scholar-
ships to 16 students chosen from 
more than 3,000 entrants. Each 
applicant for the Windward Spirit 
Scholarship submitted an essay 
about how they see the world today 
and how they envision their place in 
that world. 

While he never had children of his 
own, Meyer said he feels a respon-

sibility to the generations that will 
follow him.

“That’s really my calling today,” 
he said of his desire to share his 
financial good fortune, especially 
with young people.

He said today’s world is far differ-
ent from the idyllic place and time 

of his childhood. He wants to do 
what he can to make growing up 
and succeeding in today’s society a 
little easier. 

“I hit the jackpot in life,” Meyer 
said.

— story by Sandy Illian Bosch, 
photo submitted

Our Handyman Services Include:
Small Engine Repairs for Snow Blowers

Snow Removal • Gutter Cleaning
Plumbing • Electrical • More!

Our Handyman Services Include:

Call Today to Schedule! (630) 323-7750
35 E. First Street, Hinsdale  |  fullershh@gmail.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm; Sat. 8am-4pm; Sun. closed

■ “What sets this novel apart is both its honesty and humanness and 
its truths and insights into many aspects of life.” — Rich Meyer

Hinsdale shaped 
a life full of 

accomplishments

RICH MEYER
WON THE DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY FOR U.S. CONGRESS IN 
2004 • HOSTS A PODCAST ABOUT SPIRITUALITY AND RELIGION 
CALLED ‘THE CONSCIOUSNESS TALK’ • A PILOT AND SAILOR

mailto:fullershh@gmail.com
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opinion

In our first January issue last year, we kicked 
off a new weekly series designed to celebrate 
Hinsdale’s 150th anniversary. Last week we ran 
the final installment.

We learned a lot about our favorite village’s 
history over the past year — and not just from 
the weekly series. We also dedicated our sum-
mer series, “Quintessential Hinsdale,” to the 
places and events that make Hinsdale the spe-
cial place it is. And, of course, we can’t forget 
the 120-page special section we published Sept. 
28 honoring the sesquicentennial.

But back to our Page 7 series! We covered 
dozens of topics, from the town’s early history, 
including the train line, village elections and 
how Hinsdale got its name. 

Some stories reminded longtime residents 
of events from the past, like the Hoops for Life 
tournaments to raise money for The American 
Cancer Society and the Antiques Show fund-
raiser at The Community House. 

“Then and now” photos compared historic 
pics of buildings in town with modern-day 
shots taken by our own Jim Slonoff. What fun 
to try to figure out how the old gas station was 
transformed into The Fruit Store!

Several stories informed residents about 
upcoming events related to the 150th anniversa-
ry celebration. We wrote articles about the logo 
design, the “Hinsdale in Lights” exhibit at the 
Hinsdale Historical Society, the Hinsdale Village 
Board’s anniversary proclamation and recep-
tion and the “Hinsdale History — Illuminated” 
20-minute light show that brought village histo-
ry to life on the facade of the Memorial Building 
one Thursday night in August. 

And some were just fun, like the “Then and 
now” feature that showed Bob Barber after 
wining the 100-yard freestyle race in 1991 as a 
member of the Red Devils swim team next to a 
photo of him jumping in the pool to celebrate 
the team he coached winning the state title at 

the FMC Natatorium in Westmont in 2023. And 
the story about the retro badges Hinsdale police 
and firefighter/paramedics wore last year in 
honor of the anniversary, which included the 
history of badge protocol in the fire depart-
ment, thanks to research done by firefighter/
paramedic Nick McDonough.

We also enjoyed taking a peek inside “the 
vault” at village hall, where we saw the first 
minutes ever documented of a Hinsdale Village 
Board meeting.

Mostly the series gave us — and we hope our 
readers — a chance to appreciate all the people, 
places and events that have gone into making 
Hinsdale the wonderful place it is today.

Or, a Cicero so eloquently put it more than 
2,000 years ago:

“History is the witness that testifies to the 
passing of time; it illumines reality, vitalizes 
memory, provides guidance in daily life and 
brings us tidings of antiquity.” — Cicero

editorial

Bidding farewell to 2023, sesquicentennial coverage

commentary

Slow down, shut up are resolutions for 2024
Ahh, the early days of January, 

when we have yet to disappoint 
ourselves by failing to live up to 
our New Year’s resolutions.

Since it’s already Jan. 4, I guess 
that might not be true. A cookie 
might have been consumed, a 
morning workout skipped.

Yes, resolutions are tough to 
keep. I wrote last year that part 
of the problem, at least for me, is 
the specificity of the resolutions I 
tend to set. I will walk X number 
of days each month. I will spend 
X minutes a day cleaning out the 
basement. One missed day and 
you’re doomed. 

Instead I endorsed the phi-
losophy of a Facebook post, one 
which has been circulating again 
this year.

“More sleep. More tea. More 
books. More sunsets. More cre-
ating. More long walks. More 
laughter. More hugs. More 
dreaming. More road trips. More 
fun. More love.”

I still endorse those recommen-
dations and hope to incorporate 
more of all of those things in my 
life. But this year, my focus is on 

less — less of two things 
in particular. I’m going 
to plan less and speak 
less. 

If you know me, you 
know this will be no 
easy task. (I’m glad Jim 
Slonoff is on vacation, 
so I don’t have to hear 
his uncontrollable 
laughter as he paginates 
this page.) But I am 
determined.

I have been a planner for as 
long as I can remember. I love 
opening my planner — still using 
paper, of course — to a new year 
or new month and writing down 
all the appointments and events I 
need to remember. 

I am so attached to my planner 
that my sorority sisters sopho-
more year decided it would be 
entertaining to hide it and create 
a sort of scavenger hunt through 
which I could retrieve it. They 
had fun. I did not.

I’ve always thought my plan-
ner made me feel organized, 
and I love to feel organized. I’m 
wondering, though, if what it 

really makes me feel is 
in control. And that’s 
something altogether 
different.

The problem with 
feeling in control is that 
we — I — really have 
control over very little. 

Lots of small things 
are out of our control, 
like the driver ahead 
of us traveling 10 mph 
under the speed limit 

while we’re late, or an unexpect-
ed business trip our spouse needs 
to take during a particularly 
inconvenient week.

Bigger things are out of our 
control, too. We might lose our 
bonus or even our job. People we 
love might get sick or die. Love 
we offer to a partner or parent 
or sibling or friend might not be 
returned.

Being out of control is uncom-
fortable, and so I’ve attempted to 
plan my way out of it. Spending 
so much time looking into the 
future, though, tends to speed life 
up and prevents me from living in 
the present. So I’m going to try to 

wing it more and to slow down.
I’m also going to shut up. Just 

because I have a thousand que-
ries running through my head 
on a regular basis (no surprise I 
ask people questions for a living) 
doesn’t mean I need to verbalize 
them. 

We all remember how annoy-
ing it was when we were kids and 
our moms would ask us a dozen 
times if we had our homework 
and our lunch and our mittens 
before we headed out to school 
in the morning. Our moms were 
trying to help, but we resented 
it. And we didn’t learn how to be 
responsible for ourselves.

I can do a better job at home 
of minding my own business. If 
someone asks for help, I certainly 
can comply. (Unless they really 
don’t need my help, in which 
case I should politely decline.) If 
my useful tips and insights help 
only me, that’s OK. Or maybe I 
could share them in a column ...
— Pamela Lannom is editor of 
The Hinsdalean. Readers can 
email her at plannom@thehins-
dalean.com.

Pamela Lannom

https://dalean.com/
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guest commentary

My dream New 
Year’s Eve

We flew out Dec. 
31 from O’Hare 
and the airport was 
completely empty. 
The weather was 
sunny, clear and 
60 degrees. TSA 
waved us through, 
smiling and wish-
ing us a wonderful 
flight. Then, they 
called us an air-
port transport and 
whisked us to our gate. The 
ground attendants upgraded 
us to first class and we board-
ed immediately. The captain 
came on the intercom and 
said we would arrive in 
New York City 40 minutes 
early due to the westerlies. 
Meanwhile, we drank cham-
pagne and ate caviar, lobster 
and chocolate cake. 

When we arrived at La 
Guardia, it was as empty as 
O’Hare. Our bags were the 
first to come off and hand 
delivered to us by ground 
attendants. We got a taxi 
immediately and when we 
arrived at the Waldorf, the 
taxi driver refused to accept 
a tip. He said taking us was 
reward enough.

Our room at the Waldorf 
overlooked the East River 
and the United Nations. 
Champagne was waiting 
for us and more caviar. The 
weather was the best in a 
hundred years — sunny, 
warm and crystal clear. We 
sipped our champagne, 
watched the ships on the 
East River and marveled at 
the Statue of Liberty.

Then we showered and 
dressed in our best formal 
attire. Our limo picked us 
up at 10 p.m. and took us 
to Times Square, where the 
New York police had cleared 
a space just for us among the 
teeming crowds. Knowing it 

would be hard on 
our necks to watch 
the New Year’s Eve 
ball drift down to 
midnight, they had 
two recliners wait-
ing for us, perfectly 
titled so we could 
watch the count-
down in complete 
comfort. 

At midnight, we 
celebrated and 

exchanged emails with all 
those friendly New Yorkers. 
Then the police cleared a 
path through the crowd and 
our limo pulled right up 
to our recliners. Before we 
knew it, we were at the Plaza 
for an exclusive, after-mid-
night gala. We drank more 
champagne and talked with 
the likes of Matt Damon and 
others, all of whom said we 
were just the wittiest people 
they had ever met. 

And then ... and then I 
woke up. 

And I remembered we 
had actually celebrated the 
London New Year’s Eve at 6 
p.m. Chicago time, drank too 
much beer and ate too many 
Italian beef sandwiches 
before my wife and I plopped 
into bed at 8 p.m. Chicago 
time. Now it was 12:15 a.m. I 
nudged my wife and wished 
her a Happy New Year. She 
groaned and turned away. 
Oh, well, at least I got more 
bed space. 

I turned onto my back and 
thought of – you guessed it 
– John Keats, who captured 
this moment so perfectly in 
“Ode To A Nightingale” — 
“Tender is the night; do I 
wake or sleep?”

Happy New Year.
— Bill Barre of Hinsdale is 
a contributing columnist. 
Readers can email him at 

news@thehinsdalean.com.

Requirements
• 250 words or fewer
• include writer’s name, 

address and daytime phone 
number

• documentation must be 
provided for numbers, statistics 
and other facts mentioned in 
the letter

• no form letters

Submission
• e-mail to news@thehins-

dalean.com
• fax to (630) 323-4220
• mail to The Hinsdalean, 

Letters to the editor, 7 W. First 
St., Hinsdale Il 60521

Questions?
Call (630) 323-4422

Barre 

letters policy

opinion

mailto:news@thehinsdalean.com
https://dalean.com/
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OPEN
CARRY-OUT
& DELIVERY

AVAILABLE

(630) 323-5090
3702 YORK RD • OAK BROOK

Limited Hours

60 South Grant Street  |  Hinsdale, IL 60521  |  630.323-0275
www.sullivanfuneralhomehinsdale.com

Four Generations of 
Our Family Caring for 
Families Like Yours.

Since 1924.
Terrence M. Sullivan and Brian D. Sullivan

Shirley M. Dolack
Shirley M. Dolack, nee Betcher, 101, 

of Hinsdale, died Dec. 29, 2023.
She was preceded in death by her 

husband of almost 70 years, Joseph 
T. Dolack; and her parents, Louis and 
Myrtle Betcher.

She is survived by her children, 
Thomas (Linda) Dolack, Sue (Terry) 
Walsh, Cathy (Timothy) Walsh, Joseph 
(Bobbie) Dolack, Jr. and Marylee 
(Robb) Richmond; her grandchildren, Chris, 
Kevin, Kate, Tim, Dan, Eileen, Sarah, Patrick, 
Casey, Catherine, Joe III, Ben and Emily; and 
her 17 great-grandchildren.

Visitation is at 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 
6, at St. Mary of the Woods Church, 
6955 Hiawatha Ave., Chicago.

A funeral Mass will follow at 11 a.m. 
at the church. 

Interment will be at All Saints 
Cemetery in Des Plaines.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be 
made online to the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation at www.JDRF.org 

or Orphans of the Storm Animal Shelter at 
www.orphansofthestorm.org. 

Sullivan Funeral Home Hinsdale handled 
the arrangements.

Joseph James Lebeda
Joseph James Lebeda, 80, a 53-year 

resident of Clarendon Hills, formerly of 
Hinsdale, died Dec. 26, 2023.

Joe was a thoughtful and kind man, 
who was loved by many. He was a 
longtime member of the Clarendon 
Hills Lions Club, a U.S. Army Reservist, 
and during his career a dedicated 
employee and plant manager of Air 
Liquide.

He is survived by his wife of 55 years, Milly 
R. Lebeda, née Slifka; his daughter, Karen 

M. Beeson; his grandchildren, Joseph 
and Paul Beeson; his sister, Nancy 
(Dennis) Stahl; his brother-in-law, 
Joseph (Myra) Slifka; and many nieces 
and nephews.

A funeral was held Dec. 30 at Sullivan 
Funeral Home in Hinsdale.

Interment was at Bronswood 
Cemetery in Oak Brook.

Memorials may be made to the 
Clarendon Hills Lions Club, P.O. Box 62, 
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514.

Dolack

Lebeda

through partnerships. We have a model 
where we identify places where there are 
people with cancer, where there might be an 
unmet need we can meet,” she said.

Wellness House then works with those 
partners to determine how best to bring pro-
grams and services to that community.

“We all benefit,” Kolavennu said. “Wellness 
House is able to serve more people. The hos-
pital or clinic is able to provide the services 
for their patients. Patients have access to 
life-changing programs.”

Wellness house added two new partners 
this year — Rush University Medical Center in 
Chicago and the Cardinal Bernardin Cancer 
Center at Loyola Medicine in Maywood. 

Wellness House also works with agencies 
in a collaborative role, perhaps by offering 
programs on a less regular basis.

“It gives a lot of flexibility then,” she said. 
“It’s definitely not one-size-fits-all. One 
hospital might say, ‘We’d like four support 
groups happening weekly and could we also 
have yoga and exercise a few times a week?’

“We might work with a library in a neigh-
boring suburb where once a quarter we do a 

workshop to introduce a topic to people with 
cancer.”

In 2023 Wellness House also increased 
opportunities to work with professionals 
by hosting learning and networking events 
like “Professional Perk” and “Experience 
Wellness House.”

“I’m also very interested in growing that 
in the coming year, so creating space for 
thought leaders and like-minded organiza-
tions to come together and have time to share 
what we know and what we’re working on,” 
Kolavennu said.

As the year came to a close, the three 
women who started The Courtyard, the resale 
shop that supports Wellness House, retired. 
The shop raised $5 million during the 32 
years they were at the helm.

Like her counterparts at other agencies, 
Kolavennu expressed her gratitude to the 
community for its support, especially at the 
Walk for Wellness and Radiance Ball.

“Those are really shining moments, I would 
say, resounding examples of how much this 
community supports the organization,” she 
said.

Nonprofit leaders reflect back 
on the highlights of 2023

Continued from Page 5

Obituaries are published free each week in The Hinsdalean. 
Information may be mailed, faxed or e-mailed to news@thehinsdalean.com. 

Obituaries will be edited for style and space. 
The Hinsdalean, 7 West First St., Hinsdale, IL 60521,

(630) 323-4422, Fax (630) 323-4220
Obituaries are also available online at www.thehinsdalean.com.

https://www.sullivanfuneralhomehinsdale.com/
https://www.jdrf.org/
https://www.orphansofthestorm.org/
mailto:news@thehinsdalean.com
https://www.thehinsdalean.com/
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BUILT FOR HINSDALE 
A TRUE COMMUNITY BANK

Partner with a bank that knows this community as well as you do.

1. Digital Banking Services. Online or mobile banking is required to access Zelle®. Internet/mobile connectivity is required. Mobile banking is required to access remote deposit capture. 
Deposits made through mobile banking or remote deposit capture are subject to deposit limits and funds are typically available by next business day. Deposit limits may change at any time. 
Third-party message and data rates may apply. Other restrictions apply. For more information go to: wintrust.com/agreement-and-disclosure. 2. Digital Wallet. Wintrust 
Community Bank Consumer and Business Debit Cards are eligible for Apple Pay, Google Pay and Samsung Pay. Wintrust Community Bank ATM cards and HSA cards are not 
eligible. Certain age restrictions and other limitations may apply to digital wallets.

We are a bank that fulfills the meaning of “community bank.” For one thing, our 
bankers are from this community. And giving back to our community is what we do. 
The investments you trust us with are reinvested in Hinsdale and the communities 
we serve. We are a community bank truly FOR this community. 

Let us know how we can serve you. Stop by, find us online, call, or scan the code on 
this page to make an appointment today.  

REMOTE DEPOSIT CAPTURE1 | DIGITAL WALLET2 
BILL  PAY1 | ONLINE & MOBILE BANKING1

 E-DOCUMENTS1 | AND MANY MORE!

Enjoy these amazing benefits:

25 E. First St. | Hinsdale, IL 60521
630-323-4404 | hinsdalebank.com

Scan the QR code to 
set up a time!

https://wintrust.com/agreement-and-disclosure.
https://hinsdalebank.com/
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Please join us for

HINSDALE CENTRAL BOYS BASKETBALL
VETERANS & FIRST RESPONDERS NIGHT

Free Admission for all Veterans and First Responders
FRIDAY, JAN. 12 AT 6:45PM

� ank you to our sponsor

RSVP’s appreciated to Julie � ick at julieathick@gmail.com  or (312) 972-8130

How do you know 
if old stuff is 

worth anything?
Ready to part with that tacky col-

lectible? It could be treasure to Rex 
Newell.

“If something that you have is 
strange and ugly, it tends to be 
really valuable,” said the veteran 
antique appraiser. “Strange is good 
in this business.”

Newell will offer his services 
to attendees of his “Antiques 
Roadshow”-like program from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 10, at the 
Hinsdale Public Library (see Page 
XX for details). He’ll also discuss the 
latest trends in the marketplace. 

“I’m going to tell them what’s hot 
and what’s not,” Newell said. “And 
if grandma dies, call me before you 
get a dumpster.”

The uncertain economic times 
have boosted the return on gold 
and silver.

“I buy tens of thousands of dol-
lars of silver dollars a day,” he said.

Perhaps more surprising is the 
demand for fine costume jewelry, 
Newell said, particularly among 
younger buyers for whom high-end 

bling is a budget buster.
“It’s the things that you think 

have no value that often have 
value,” he remarked. 

Newell’s own vintage soul led 
him at age 9 to learn the antique 
business from his next-door neigh-
bor.  

“She was an antique appraiser, 
and she started teaching me,” he 
recounted. He studied a nearly 
2,000-page guide in one month for 
a test. “I got five answers right out 
of 100.”

Undeterred, Newell was buy-
ing and trading coins at 11 and 
expanded to art and sterling flat-
ware by 15. Now after more than 20 
years in business, he deals in vir-
tually every category. Well, except 
for Native American and Oriental 
antiques.

“Those are totally specialty fields, 
very difficult,” he explained. “If I’m 
not interested in buying something, 
I can always connect people with 
someone who is interested.”

Newell averages four house 
calls a day and holds giant auction 
events in January and April every 
year. One of his more memora-
ble finds during his career was “a 
very, very rare book on witchcraft 
and devil worship” (yes, he found 

a buyer). He’s also come across 
precious Tiffany lamps and a set 
of 1950s Tonka trucks. Newell told 
the seller of the trucks he’d split 
the auction proceeds. When it 
ultimately sold a few years later, 
Newell informed him of the win-
ning bid: $20,000.

“I set the world record for Tonka 
toys when I sold it,” Newell said. 
“The seller was shocked. He’d for-
gotten about it.”

Old wristwatch? Don’t clean it or 
chuck it. 

“It may have parts you can use in 
other watches,” he advised.

And don’t reflexively throw a 
deceased’s belongings into storage. 

“You may end up paying thou-
sands of dollars and the stuff isn’t 
worth $200,” Newell cautioned.

While busy covering a territory 
stretching from northwest Indiana 
to the northern suburbs, Newell also 
finds time to add to his personal col-
lection of African American art and 
vintage stereo equipment. His man-
tra is to treat clients fairly, and he 
delivers disappointing news gently.

“You have to know how to talk to 
people and how to tell them some-
thing has more sentimental value 
than dollar value,” he said.

— by Ken Knutson

Antique appraiser Rex Newell will share his 
expertise in vintage coins, furniture and 
more in a Hinsdale Public Library program 
Jan. 10. “The market has changed a lot 
in the last 20 years,” Newell said. “The 
younger generation doesn’t like clutter.” 
(photo provided)

mailto:julieathick@gmail.com
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pulse
Best books, performances, shows of ’23
Hinsdale residents, dignitaries share their recommendations across variety of mediums

By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

This is the time of year when 
every outlet publishes its “best of” 
lists. The Hinsdalean wanted to get 
in on the action, with a local twist.

So here are the favorite books, 
performances and TV shows as 
recommended by folks who live 
and work in our favorite town.

“The best book I read in 2023 
is one that actually came out in 
2022 — ‘An Immense World’ by 

Ed Yong. I’m 
always look-
ing for books 
— whether 
fiction or 
nonfiction 
— that will 
transform 
how I think 
about the 
world and 
this one, a 
nonfiction 
investiga-

tion into the sense perception 
of animals, was a revelatory and 
wonderful reminder that what we 
take to be the reality all around us 
is subject to the ways in which we 
are built to receive it.” — Cristina 
Henriquez, author

“I am charmed, entertained 
and besotted with the ‘Thursday 
Murder Club’ mysteries by Richard 
Osman. ‘The Thursday Murder 
Club’ is also, 
convenient-
ly, the first 
title in the 
series. Four 
residents of a 
British retire-
ment village 
near Kent 
meet every 
Thursday 
to keep 
their minds 
sharp trying 
to solve cold cases. Until a shady 
developer’s henchman is mur-
dered, and the day-drinking quar-
tet find themselves with something 
more compelling to investigate. 
Like Louise Penny’s ‘Three Pines’ 
cozies, these characters are not 
small town or senior stereotypes. 

Their interests, their worries and 
their grief are real. What makes 
this series shine, however, is that 
for as respectful and tender as it 
can be, it can also be cynical and 
screamingly funny. And, if you’re 
into audiobooks, Lesley Manville’s 
narration in absolutely pitch per-
fect. What I wouldn’t give to listen 
again for the first time!” – Karen 
Keefe, executive director, Hinsdale 
Public Library

“The best show I saw in 2023 
was ‘The Who’s Tommy’ at The 
Goodman Theatre. This show 
was phenomenal! The show 
was reconceived by the original 
Broadway director and writers 
with all new choreography. The 
cast was amazing, from the leads 
to the ensemble. The set, cos-
tumes, lighting and video effects 
were mesmerizing, really making 
every moment captivating, I even 
saw it twice! This show is moving 
to Broadway starting in March 
of 2024 and I highly recommend 
making the trip to New York to 
see it.” — Don Smith, Stage Door 
Fine Arts co-founder and artistic 
director

“We watched both seasons of 
‘The Patriot’ on Prime Video. 
‘The Patriot’ is a drama about an 
intelligence officer who needs to 
prevent Iran from gaining nuclear 
technology but nothing goes as 
planned. What made me want to 
keep watching is how the show’s 
writers infuse dark humor and 
song writing throughout the series. 
I appreciate how they show the 
story from different characters’ 
vantage points. With each episode, 
the plan became more convoluted 
and left you with cliffhangers. We 
found ourselves needing to start 
the next episode to find out what 
happens before we could turn 
it off for the night.” — Gretchen 
Pearson Nerad, orchestra teacher, 
Hinsdale Middle School

“I really enjoyed ‘Lessons in 
Chemistry’ — the book. I know 
it’s also a series on Apple TV but 
I haven’t seen that yet. My book 
club chose this great story about 
a strong, smart woman who is 
quirky but lives life on her own 
terms. It’s also a love story and 

a fun peek into the early years of 
television.” — Ann Pitcher, Pitcher 
Communications

“I’d recommend the series on 
Apple TV ‘Lessons in Chemistry.’ I 
seriously did not think I was going 
to like this series. Especially since 
(my wife) Mary said she loved the 
book so much. I loved the sto-
ryline and its creative twists and 
turns. Loved the style in which it 
was presented, in a ‘Mad Men’ 
sort of style. The acting is fantastic 
and the show has an incredible 
cast. The characters were quirky, 
unique and likable. I love this kind 
of storytelling and highly recom-
mend this series.  Can’t wait to 
hear if there will be a second sea-
son.” — Dan Hermann, amateur 
performer

“The best performance I saw in 
2023 was ‘Merry, Merry Chicago!’ 
‘Merry, Merry Chicago!’ pairs the 

brilliance 
of the 
world-re-
nowned 
Chicago 
Symphony 
Orchestra 
with the 
majesty of 
the architec-
tural gem of 
Chicago’s 
Orchestra 
Hall. In 

addition to enjoying the bril-
liance of the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, I was also fortunate to 
be entertained by a local madrigal 
group that performed during inter-
mission. Such incredible talent. 
It was the perfect way to kick off 
the holiday season.” — Kathleen 
Gargano, village manager

“I highly recommend ‘The Last 
of Us,’ an HBO post-apocalyptic 
series that explores a terrifying 
future in which a contagious fun-
gus has turned the infected into 
raging zombie-like creatures. We 
follow the journey of a reluctant 
hero, Joel, as he shepherds his 
teenaged charge Ellie cross-coun-
try on a quest to identify a cure. 
‘The Last of Us’ is based on the 
cult-classic video game universally 
acclaimed for its compelling, richly 

drawn characters and their evolv-
ing relationships. If you don’t sub-
scribe to HBO, please stop by the 
Hinsdale Public Library to pick up 
a copy on DVD.” — Mike Oetting, 
adult services librarian, Hinsdale 
Public Library

“ ‘The Sense of an Ending’ by 
Julian Barnes. I saw the movie first, 
then read the book and read it 
again. I don’t have the marbles to 

encapsulate 
the book or 
the faithfully 
rendered 
movie in a 
few short 
sentences, 
but suffice 
it to say it’s 
about grow-
ing older and 
looking back, 
at love, and 
relationships, 

and, well, I suppose at everything. 
The book’s a challenge, as is the 
movie, in that it demands total 
concentration to mine every last 
nugget, but the effort will be richly 
rewarded.” — Jack Fredrickson, 
author

“The thing from 2023 that stuck 
with me most (from any medium), 
was Season 2 of the TV series ‘The 
Bear.’ Much has been said regard-
ing the strength of the writing and 
the commit-
ment level 
of the per-
formances. 
All accurate. 
The show 
humaniz-
es the cost 
of what it 
means to 
pursue excel-
lence. And 
spurred me 
to truly define 
that term in my own life. Very hon-
orable mention as well to ‘Palo Alto’ 
by Mark Harris. A lengthy but rig-
orous analysis of how the town has 
played a significant role in shaping 
our economic, political and cultur-
al history long before the ‘Silicon 
Valley’ nickname stuck.” — Jimmy 
McDermott, director, LyArts, The 
Community House

Henriquez

Gargano

Keefe

Fredrickson

McDermott

mailto:plannom@thehinsdalean.com
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FINE DINING
Carry Out & Delivery

630.279.8474

PULSE
ARTFULLY DONE

■ Later Impressions
Jan. 9-Feb. 17
Mayslake Peabody Estate
1717 W. 31st St., Oak Brook
www.dupageforest.org
(630) 206-9566

Explore the connection 
between nature and art at 
this free exhibit featuring 60 
works by local artists of the 
Chicago Area Visual Artists. 
Meet some of the artists and 
enjoy non-alcoholic cocktails 
at a reception from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Jan. 17. Hours: 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. weekdays, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturdays.

■ Introduction to Watercolor
Saturdays, Jan. 20-Feb. 10
Morton Arboretum
4100 Route 53, Lisle
www.mortonarb.org
(630) 968-0074

Students in this beginning 
class will paint a simple ele-
ment of winter’s flora while 
learning about watercolor 
materials, color mixing, 
painting techniques, and 
perspective and composition. 
Foundational drawing skills 
are required. All supplies will 
be provided; students are 
also welcome to bring their 
own. The program is for ages 
16 and up. Time: 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Cost: $180. RR, MD

FAITH COMMUNITIES

■ Adult Inter-Faith 
Fellowship Lunch

Jan. 10
Union Church
137 S. Garfield Ave.
(630) 688-1706
Enjoy lunch and a conversa-

tion with Fr. Burke Masters of 
St. Isaac Jogues Church as he 
talks about his journey from 
Protestant baseball player to 
Catholic priest. AIFF aims to 
promote inclusivity and fel-
lowship while also supporting 
charities that reduce hunger, 
domestic violence and other 
worthy causes through contri-
butions. Reservations are due 
by Jan. 4. Call Elizabeth Jung 
at the number listed above or 
email her at ejung@ uchins-
dale.org. Time: 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Cost: $15 per person 
(cash or check).

  
FAMILY FUN

■ Story Stroll
Through Jan. 31
Hinsdale Public Library 
20 E. Maple St.

www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Enjoy a casual stroll in 
the library’s Youth Services 
Department while reading “A 
Blue Bird and Her Little Tree” 
by Jin Bo and Zhao Guangyu. 

■ Marvelous Monarchs
Jan. 7
St. James Farm
2S541 Winfield Road, 
Warrenville
www.dupageforest.org
(630) 933-7248

Learn about the farm’s 
beautiful native monarchs 
and how to help butterflies 
and other pollinators. The 
program is for ages 12 and 
up. Time: 2 to 3 p.m. Cost: $5 
per person. RR

■ Animal Olympics Trail
Jan. 10
Bemis Woods-South
Ogden Avenue west of Wolf 
Road, near Western Springs
www.fpdcc.com
(312) 533-5751

Kids and families can walk 
a short, looped trail in a fun 
test of human versus animal 
abilities. Prizes will be award-
ed after completion. Hours: 
10 a.m. to noon.

GAME ON

■ Competitive Mah Jongg 
Open Play
Thursdays through April 25
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
www.thecommunityhouse.org

Enjoy American Mah Jongg 
in this lively weekly co-ed 
group for players who know 
the game well. Walk-ins are 
welcome; the fee is paid at the 
door. For more information, 
email Cheryl Wrzesinski at 
sharedmemories@aol.com or 
Gloria Javor at gloriajavor@
comcast.net. Time: 1 to 3:30 
p.m. Cost: $2.

    
GREAT OUTDOORS

■ Feeder Watch
Jan. 6
Sagawau Environmental 
Learning Center 
12545 W. 111th St., Lemont
www.fpdcc.com
(630) 257-2045

What birds are visiting 
the feeding station? Enjoy 
watching the feeders on a 
paved surface. Binoculars are 
available for loan. Time: 10 
a.m. RR

■ Dark Sky Walk

Jan. 11
Little Red Schoolhouse Nature 
Center 
9800 Willow Springs Road, 
Willow Springs
www.fpdcc.com
(708) 839-6897

Walk in the world’s largest 
Urban Night Sky Place during 
the darkest night of the 
month. Time: 6 p.m. RR

HEALTH & WELLNESS          
 

■ Body Boost (HIIT) F4M
Saturdays, Jan. 6-April 27
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
www.thecommunityhouse.org
(630) 323-7500

New mothers and veteran 
moms alike can enjoy safe 
and effective high-intensity 
interval training combining 
cardio, strength, core and 
meditation. Time: 7:30 to 8:30 
a.m. Cost: $150 for a 10-class 
punch card.

■ Burning Beats
Jan. 7-April 30
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
www.thecommunityhouse.org
(630) 323-7500

Get a high-energy dance 
workout that is equal parts 
fun and fitness. Beginners 
and seasoned dancers are 
welcome to tone their bod-
ies and burn calories while 
listening to a motivating 
soundtrack of pop anthems 
and Latin grooves. Times: 10 
to 11 a.m. Tuesdays, 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and 
9 to 10 a.m. Fridays. Cost: 
$15 for adult walk-ins, $5 for 
ages 10-17; $109 for a 10-class 
punch card.

■ Gentle Yoga
Wednesdays or Thursdays, 
Jan. 10-Feb. 22
KLM Lodge
5901 S. County Line Road
www.villageofhinsdale.org/pr
(630) 789-7090

This slower-paced class 
is for beginners and those 
recovering from illness or 
injury of all ages, with a focus 
on flexibility and strength, 
and modifiable for individual 
needs. Time: 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Cost: $75. RR

■ Bridging the Oncology/
Primary Care Gap
Jan. 11
Wellness House
131 N. County Line Road
www.wellnesshouse.org

Please turn to Page 18
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When the snowflakes swirl 
and the cold wind blows, I 
welcome the chance to slow 
down. Gray winter days have 
me craving something warm 
and comforting. So, when I have 
time at home, I like to a make a 

winter pub 
inspired 
dinner, 
my British 
braised 
beef and 
mashed 
potatoes.

This 
wine 
braised 
beef is like 
beef bour-
guignon, 
but sim-

pler to make. Just brown the 
meat, add the wine and stock 
and the oven will do all the 
work while your kitchen is filled 
with a delicious aroma. Finish 
the sauce by adding a flavorful 
British twist with Dijon mustard 
and horseradish. Serve over 
creamy mashed potatoes and 
you’ll have a cozy supper that 
will make you happy you stayed 
in.

— Amy McCauley of Hinsdale 
is the paper’s food columnist. 
Readers can email her at news@
thehinsdalean.com

 Amy McCauley
Tales from the table

DONATE A BENCH!
Park benches make great gifts for both your beneficiary and
your favorite park! Best of all, your donation is tax deductible
and supports parks community-wide! People may donate new

or existing benches. A donor recognition plaque will be
installed on the bench. 

 
For more information on the process of donation, contact

Michael Hayes at mhayes@villageofhinsdale.org 

DONATE A BENCH!
Park benches make great gifts for both your beneficiary and
your favorite park! Best of all, your donation is tax deductible
and supports parks community-wide! People may donate new

or existing benches. A donor recognition plaque will be
installed on the bench. 

 
For more information on the process of donation, contact

Michael Hayes at mhayes@villageofhinsdale.org 

British braised beef a cozy dinner for a snowy day
British Braised Beef 

British Braised Beef
• 3 lbs boneless beef stew meat, cut 

into pieces and pat dry
• 3 tablespoons vegetable oil
• 3 slices of bacon 
• 2 yellow onions, diced
• 6 cloves of garlic, sliced into quar-

ters
• 1/3 cup of flour
• 1 ¼ cup chardonnay, white wine 
• 1 ¼ cup beef stock
• 3 tablespoons Worchester sauce
• 2 bay leaves
• 2 tablespoons Dijon mustard
• 2 tablespoons horseradish
• 2 tablespoons butter
• 1 cup baby bella mushrooms, 

sliced
• Chopped parsley or chives to gar-

nish (optional)

Preheat the oven to 325 degrees
Place a large Dutch oven or stock 

pot on the stove over medium heat. 
Add two tablespoons of vegetable oil. 
Then add the bacon and let it cook, 
turning occasionally for about 4 to 5 
minutes until it cooks and renders 
some fat in the pan. Then discard the 
bacon.

Turn the heat up to medium high, 
add the meat, season with pinch of 
salt and brown it on all sides in two 
batches. Remove it to a side dish.

Turn the heat down to medium. If 
needed, add an additional tablespoon 
of oil and add the onions and garlic 
and cook until soft. Add the flour and 
stir for a minute to brown the flour. 
Then slowly add the white wine as 
you stir it in. Then slowly pour in 
the beef broth, continuing to stir so 
a sauce begins to form. Mix in the 
Worchester sauce and add the bay 
leaves. Then return the beef back to 
the pan.

Place the lid on the pot and put it in 

the oven. Let it simmer in the oven for 
2 hours.

Once the beef has cooked, take it 
out of the oven, remove the lid and 
place it on a burner over medium low 
heat. Stir in the Dijon mustard and 
horseradish. Meanwhile in a medium 
sized skillet melt 2 tablespoons of but-
ter. Then sauté the mushrooms, stir-
ring so they brown on both sides. Add 
the mushrooms to the braised beef. 
Serve over mashed potatoes. This rec-
ipe serves six.

If entertaining, this dish can made 
ahead. Allow it to cool and then 
refrigerate. To reheat, place it back on 
the stove top and simmer over medi-
um heat for 10 to 15 minutes until 
warmed through. Add a little beef 
broth if needed. 

Mashed potatoes
• 6 medium russet potatoes peeled 

and diced
• 1 stick unsalted butter, cut into 

tablespoons
• 1 ½ cups cream or milk
• 2 teaspoons kosher salt
• Ground pepper to taste
Place the potatoes in a large pot and 

cover them with cold water about one 
inch higher than the potatoes. Then 
bring the potatoes to a boil over medi-
um high heat. Cook for 25 minutes 
until they are soft. 

Drain the potatoes and then rice 
them with a potato ricer or mash 
them in the pot. Add the butter, 
cream, salt and pepper and mix with 
a rubber spatula until they are light 
and creamy.

https://thehinsdalean.com/
mailto:mhayes@villageofhinsdale.org
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(630) 323-5150
Drs. Cynthia Lagone and 

Anne Schultz will address 
important aspects of med-
ical care for those who are 
completing cancer treatment. 
The program is part of the 
Rerouting: Choosing Your 
Course After Cancer series. 
Time: 6 to 7:30 p.m. RR

JUST FOR KIDS

■ Friendship Bracelets
Jan. 18
Hinsdale Public Library 
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Kids in third through eighth 
grade are invited to create 
friendship bracelets to wear 
and share. Time: 4 to 5 p.m. RR 

NOTEWORTHY

■ Michael Miles with Jill 
Kaeding & Ariane Lydon
Jan. 13
Unitarian Church of Hinsdale
11 W. Maple St.
www.acousticren.com
(630) 941-7797

Banjo player Miles and cel-
list Kaeding breathe new life 
into J.S. Bach’s Cello Suites. 
Miles puts the original cello 
melody on the banjo and 
Kaeding plays a contrapuntal 
continuo accompaniment. For 
the past two decades, guitarist 
and singer Lydon has toured 
and performed throughout 
the U.S. and Canada. Time: 7 
p.m. Tickets: $20.

■ Celebration of the Dance
Jan. 20
Union Church of Hinsdale
137 S Garfield St.
www.elmhurstsymphony.org
(630) 941-0202

The Elmhurst Symphony 
Orchestra will perform this 
program, including Lully’s 
Selections from “Roland,” 
Telemann’s Concerto for 
Flute and Viola da Gamba, 
Rameau’s “Pièces de Clavecin 
en concert,” Praetorius’ 
“Dances from Terpsichore” 
and Bach’s Orchestral Suite 
No. 1, which has seven 
different dance sections. 
Featured performers are 
Craig Trompeter on the viola 
da gamba and flutist Mary 
Stolper. The orchestra also 
will perform the program 
at 4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21 at 
Elmhurst Christian Reformed 
Church, 149 W. Brush Hill 
Road. Time: 4 p.m. Tickets: 

$35-$45, $32-$42 for seniors, 
$12-$17 for students.

ON STAGE

■ TWS Studio
Starting Jan. 6
Theatre of Western Springs
4384 Hampton Ave. 
www.theatreofwesternsprings.
com

This two-week theater class 
serves as an introduction 
to the Theatre of Western 
Springs, using exercises and 
improvisation to work on 
basic acting concepts and 
then applying them to scenes 
and monologues to ultimately 
present on stage. The the-
ater’s volunteering, casting 
and other policies also will be 
covered. Those 18 and older, 
and all levels of experience, 
are welcome. Non-actors will 
be introduced to several tech-
nical areas of the theatre and 
work “backstage” for the final 
presentation. Completing 
Studio and purchasing a TWS 
subscription is required to be 
cast in TWS shows. Visit the 
website above for the detailed 
schedule, or contact Maureen 
at (708) 246-4043 or info@
theatrewesternsprings.com. 
Cost: $75. RR 

■ ‘Rodgers + Hammerstein’s 
Cinderella’
Through Jan. 7
Drury Lane Theatre
100 Drury Lane, Oakbrook 
Terrace
www.drurylanetheatre.com
(630) 530-8300

Experience the classic 
Rodgers + Hammerstein 
adaptation of the beloved 
fairytale this holiday sea-
son. Featuring the songs 
“In My Own Little Corner,” 
“Impossible/It’s Possible” 
and “Ten Minutes Ago,” 
this magical musical is 
sure to entrance families of 
all ages. Times: 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, 1:30 and 7 p.m. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m. Fridays, 3 
& 8 p.m. Saturdays, 2 & 6 p.m. 
Sundays. Tickets: $100.75-
$111.25.

■ The Winter Workshop Plays
Jan. 12-14
Theatre of Western Springs
4384 Hampton Ave. 
www.theatreofwesternsprings.
com
(708) 246-4043

The TWS Directors’ 
Workshop presents this 
program featuring the plays 
“The Culling” by Robyn Dana 

Guest and “Lou Gehrig Did 
Not Die of Cancer” by Jason 
Miller. Times: 8 p.m. Jan. 12 & 
13, 7:30 p.m. Jan. 14.

SENIOR SCENE

■ Ageless Grace
Wednesdays, Jan. 10-Feb. 28
Westmont Community Center
75 E. Richmond St.
www.villageofhinsdale.org/pr
(630) 789-7090

This program for ages 50 
and up will lubricate joints, 
strengthen muscles, exercise 
the brain and improve flexi-
bility, hand-eye coordination, 
breath and balance to vibrant 
music while seated in a chair. 
Participants are encouraged 
to participate barefoot to 
promote foot flexibility and 
strength. Time: 11 to 11:45 
a.m. Cost: $62. RR 

SIGN UP NOW

■ Peabody’s Pages Book Club
Jan. 5, Feb. 2 & March 1
Mayslake Peabody Estate
1717 W. 31st St., Oak Brook
www.dupageforest.org
(630) 206-9566

Discuss great reads with 
fellow book fans. January’s 
title is “Kickback” by Robert 
Parker; February’s selection 
is “Founding Gardeners” by 
Andrea Wulf; and March’s 
discussion will be on “A 1,000 
Mile Walk to the Gulf” by 
John Muir. Time: 10 to 11:15 
a.m. Cost: $10.

■ Birding & Board Games
Jan. 6
Little Red Schoolhouse Nature 
Center 
9800 Willow Springs Road, 
Willow Springs
www.fpdcc.com
(708) 839-6897

Visitors 14 and older are 
invited to watch and learn 
about winter birds at the 
feeders while playing nature-
themed board games. Time: 1 
to 3 p.m. RR

■ Antiques Appraisal
Jan. 10
Hinsdale Public Library 
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Enjoy an “antiques 
roadshow” experience as 
professional appraiser Rex 
Newell visits the library to 
appraise attendees’ collect-
ibles and talk about trends 
in the antiques market. The 

Please turn to Page 19
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NICE SELECTION 
OF 

INDOOR PLANTS

BONSAI• CYCLAMEN 
HOUSEPLANTS • KALANCHOES

SOIL • SEED SOIL

5620 South Oak Street
Hinsdale 
1 block S. of 55th & 1 block 
W. of County Line Rd.

(630)-323-1085
www.verngoersgreenhouse.com

Winter Hours: 
Mon-Sat. 8am-4pm; 

CLOSED Sunday

GIFT CARDS
DOOR COUNTY COFFEE

n

OPENYEARROUND!

Heating & Air Conditioning Contractors
Quality Service since 1948

We service all furnaces & boilers.

and Be Ready for a 
COLD WINTER

Use this coupon for 
$20 OFF

Call (708) 246-3300 for an appointment
6500 Joliet Rd., Countryside, IL 
www.heatengineering.com

CLEAN & CHECK
your FURNACE

Our75th Year!

www.powellfuneraldirectors.com

Brian Powell, Sr.
Brian Powell, Jr.

Powell
Funeral
Directors
Caring for Hinsdale 
since 1979

Facilities available at:
7000 S. Madison St.

630.703.9131
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OakBrookHomeShow.com     630-953-2500

OAK BROOK - DRURY LANE

Jan. 13th & 14th  v  Sat. & Sun.  10am - 5pm

See the Latest Products & Services & Speak With Experts Who Will Help You 
Remodel, Repair & Refresh Your Home.  All With ONE Visit!

! OAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANEOAK BROOK - DRURY LANE

ChicagoHome Show

PLUS!  Register to Win a Vacation to St. Croix in the Virgin Islands!

NEXT WEEKEND!  v  Sat & Sun  10am - 5pm

100 Drury Ln., Oakbrook Terrace - Just N. of Oakbrook Shopping Ctr.
Drury Lane Theater & Event Ctr.

v  Solar, Generator & Battery Systems! 
v  All Types of Roofing & Gutter Protection!
v  Swimming Pools! Spas! Hot Tubs! 
v  Adjustable Beds, Pillows & Bedding!
v  Heating & Air! Tankless Water Heaters!

v  Kitchen & Bath R emodeling!
v  Windows,  Doors  & Siding!
v  Flooring,  Painting & Decor!
v  Landscaping, Decks & Patios!
v  Additions & Design-Build!

One-Stop Shopping for ALL Your Home Improvement Needs!

PULSE

first 30 to register may bring 
one handheld item to be 
appraised; firearms, Native 
American and Oriental 
antiques are not permitted. 
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m. RR

TEENS & TWEENS

■ New Year, New Vision Board
Jan. 9
Hinsdale Public Library 
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Middle schoolers are invit-
ed to create the vision board 
of their dreams for 2024. 
Time: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. RR

WEE ONES

■ Curiosity Woods Forest Play 
Program
Tuesdays & Thursdays, Jan. 
9-25
Morton Arboretum
4100 Route 53, Lisle
www.mortonarb.org
(630) 968-0074

Children ages 3-6 become 

active learners in this six-ses-
sion drop-off program as they 
follow their curiosity about 
the natural world in child-led 
nature play and explora-
tion in the arboretum’s East 
Woods, along with storytell-
ing, sharing time and other 
activities. Time: 1:30-3:30 
p.m. Cost: $249.

WINE & DINE

■ Whiskey Dinner
Jan. 19 or 20
Morton Arboretum
4100 Route 53, Lisle
www.mortonarb.org

(630) 719-2468
Enjoy a five course meal 

perfectly paired with whiskey 
tastings, live classical guitar 
music and a view of Meadow 
Lake. During dinner, learn 
about the history, production 
and appreciation of whis-
key from Mississippi River 
Distilling Co. representatives. 
Time: 6 to 9 p.m. Tickets: 
$108. RR, MD

Key
RR - registration required

MD - member discount

Continued from Page 18

Pet pic of the week
One-year-old Kimchi — a 
total sweetheart — is 
back, still looking for a 
home. She has lived with 
cats and dogs in a foster 
home and will need a 
dog friend to help show 
her the world isn’t so 
scary. Kimchi is a little 
shy around people she 
doesn’t know, but she 
warms up quickly. She is 
spayed, microchipped, 
and fully vaccinated. 
Her adoption fee is 
$325. The Hinsdale 
Humane Society Tuthill 
Family Pet Rescue & 
Resource Center is 
open to the public 2 to 
8 p.m. Tuesdays, noon 
to 6 p.m. Wednesdays 
to Fridays and 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturdays and 
Sundays. Visit www.
hinsdalehumanesociety.
org for more information. 
(photo provided)

https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://www.mortonarb.org/
https://www.mortonarb.org/
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in focus

A special victory
The Hinsdale Central Special Olympics basket-
ball team was victorious over D99 Hoops Dec. 8 
at Hinsdale Central. The game was tied down to a 
last-minute shot that put the Devils ahead 36-34. The 
Friday night contest was filled with fans who turned 
out for the Pack the Place event. Peer buddy Grace 
Scott works with Jack Caliento on his shooting. 
Seniors Kathy Zhang and Ricky Luo were honored 
during senior night. Joe Blase Sanchez sinks a shot 
early in the game. Maya Salamah and peer buddies 
Maddie Henry and Avery Stefani discuss the game 
during halftime. (Jim Slonoff photos)
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So you think you’re a real Hinsdalean, eh? Tell us where you think this picture was taken and you can win a Fuller’s 
Ultimate Car Wash gift card. Send your answer to: The Hinsdalean, Village Posting Board, 7 West First St., Hinsdale, 
IL 60521. Winners will be drawn from correct answers received weekly.  Good luck! 

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING
The Hinsdalean
7 West First Street, 

Hinsdale, IL

(630) 323-4422
Fax: (630) 323-4220

Hours & Deadlines
Monday - Friday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Classified deadline:
Tuesday 4 p.m. for 

Thursday’s publication

Email:
tinaw@thehinsdalean.com

708-409-0988 office • 708-738-3848 cell

A & A Electric
Over 30 Years Experience

• Home Rewiring • All Types Electrical Work
• Additional Plugs / Switches • Ceiling Fans
• Hang Ceiling Fixtures & Wall Fixtures
• Install Plugs for Battery Operated Vehicles

 • Can Lighting & Outdoor Lighting • New AC & Garage Lines
 • New 100 & 200 Amp Service • New Circuit Breaker Boxes
 • Senior Citizen Discount • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

LET AN AMERICAN VET DO YOUR WORK!
Low Rates • FRee estimates • FRee Home evaLuation
ResidentiaL • CommeRCiaL • industRiaL • smaLL Jobs too!

We Service HinSdale and all Surrounding SuburbS

SANDING • INSTALLATION • REFINISHING

HARDWOOD SPECIALISTS
Serving Hinsdale Since 2010

Cleaning Service

Electrical Service

FlooringElectrical Service

FirewoodConcreteCabinetry

Cleaning Service

JANE’S GANG
Honest, Hard-Working Home Helpers!

Cleaning, Laundry, Ironing, More!
Seasonal Cleaning, Moves, Etc!

CALL JANE 
630-327-6154

Serving Hinsdaleans for 32 years

KRYSTAL KEY SERVICES

Move-In • Move-Out Cleaning
Homes • Offices • Commercial
Since 1989 ~ Insured & Bonded

For free estimates call 630-833-1770

Overlay - epOxy - repair
CONCRETE RESTORATION

RESTORE/REPLACE CONCRETE

Call MynOr at 630.631.3073

StOOp - StepS - DriveS - GaraGe FlOOrS & MOre!
mynorconcrete.com • *Licensed / Insured / Bonded*

FREE ESTIMATES

Service & inStallation

708-652-9405

cuStom DeSigneD garage DoorS

Serving Hinsdale for 77 Years

www.forestdoor.com

Fast Delivery / 2 Year Seasoned
Mixed Hardwoods / CBH & Mixed
Oak / Cherry or Hickory / Birch

Stacking Available
Fuel Charge May Apply

630-876-0111 / 847-888-9999

FIREWOOD UNLIMITED

For more information or online ordering visit:
suregreenlandscape.com

     - Cabinet Painting & Refinishing
       - Painting & Drywall Repair
       - Light remodeling
       - Meticulous Craftsmanship with Attention to Detail

   info@twobrothers.biz               www.twobrothers.biz
630.452.9926

Garage Doors

LaMantia
Electric Co.

Remodeling, Kitehens, 
Baths, Can Lights, More!

  Robert LaMantia
  708.785.4995

mailto:tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
https://mynorconcrete.com/
https://www.forestdoor.com/
https://suregreenlandscape.com/
https://www.twobrothers.biz/
mailto:info@twobrothers.biz
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Crossword Answers Yes, I’m a real Hinsdalean!Is this your license plate?

The owner of this car is a winner of an 
Ultimate Car Wash

compliments of Fuller’s and The Hinsdalean.
Call 630-323-4422 

to claim your prize.

Is this your license plate?
Does it belong to someone you know?

YES, I’m a real Hinsdalean!
Today’s picture is at:

_________________________________

  Name:__________________________________
  Address:___________________________
               ___________________________

Send your answer to: The Hinsdalean
7 W. First St., Hinsdale, Il. 60521

or email: tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
One winner will be chosen monthly from all correct 

entries and receive a Fuller’s Ultimate Car Wash gift card.

 •Interior •Exterior 
 •Referrals •Insured

Steve McGarrity 
cell 630.624.9057

FRESH COAT PAINTERS
630-654-9057

HOME REPAIR AND REMODELING
CARPENTRY - DRYWALL 

TRIM - TILE
PAINTING - ELECTRICAL 

PLUMBING
No job too big or too Small 

42 yearS experieNce

Craig Riendeau 678-315-2800

KASAL PAINTING
•Painting & Decorating

•Interior •Exterior
•Wallpapering
•Wall Washing

CALL STEVE 630-968-5593
FREE ESTIMATES

•Masonry restoration •Brick Work 
•tuckpointing •grinding •caulking 

•sealing •lintel repairs 
•parapet reBuild •and More...

Visit Us On Facebook

call 773-814-6430

gregs24h7@yahoo.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

greg’s restoration inc.
Masonry Restoration & Tuckpointing

McBrearty Masonry
Tuckpointing & Stucco

Don’t stress - call the best!
RESTORATION COMPANY

630-335-5877

Thinking of Remodeling?
provides Design, Materials & 

Installation; on time and within budget

•Kitchens •Bathrooms •Additions
•Basements •Decks •Pergolas

Office: 708-301-8522
Showroom: 815-304-5012

crockettconstructioncorp.com
          Est. 1994              A+ rating     Insured

 CROCKETT CONSTRUCTION

Perfect Solution For:
• Garages/workshops
• Sunrooms
• Room additions
• The “Hot Room” in the house
• Computer server rooms

• Single Zone Mini-Split Systems
• Multi-Zone Mini-Split Systems
• HyperHeat Mini-Split Systems

Call us today at 708-529-8822.

         atductlessdirect

         atductlessdirect

        www.ductless-direct.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
COMPLETE HOME RENOVATION

CARPENTRy • DRywALL REPAIR • wALLPAPER REMOVAL • PAINTINg 
wALLS/CEILINgS • PLASTER AND TAPINg • CARPENTRy REPAIR

INSTALLATION: BASEBOARDS, CROwN MOLDINgS, DOORS

10% Off

WINTER
DISCOUNT

LOCAL HINSDALE REfS • LICENSED/INSuRED • fREE ESTIMATES

630-664-1965 • mycolonialpainting.com

Painting & DecoratingHome Remodeling

Painting & DecoratingHome RestorationHome Improvement

Painting & DecoratingHome RestorationHeating & Cooling

Get your business noticed in 

The Hinsdalean 
SERVICE DIRECTORY

Ready, Set 

    GROW!
Buy 3 weeks – 4th WEEK IS FREE!

$27.00/week (Full color additional $10.00/week)

YOUR AD WILL ALSO APPEAR ONLINE!

Schedule your ad TODAY!!
Call Tina at (630) 323-4422
tinaw@thehinsdalean.com

mailto:tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
mailto:gregs24h7@yahoo.com
https://crockettconstructioncorp.com/
https://www.ductless-direct.com/
https://mycolonialpainting.com/
mailto:tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
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773.750.9401
kris.zkpainting@gmail.com
Serving Chicagoland area for over 20 years.

Free Estimates, Quality Guaranteed!

Hogan Plumbing Inc.
Service Division
630-393-7660
hoganplumbing.com

Serving the community since 1961

Custom Interior & Exterior Painting
Drywall Installation & Repair
Exterior Board Replacement

Light Carpentry ~ Deck Staining
Color Consults & Design Services

CALL 630-605-3370

PAYNE
Small Engine Inc.
Snow Blower Repair, 

Lawn Mower & Garden Tractors

Call
630-325-0357

Pick-up and Delivery 
Service Available!

“Excellence in quality and service”
InterIor & exterIor, Drywall & Plaster rePaIrs 

Full prep, very neat, clean & trustworthy exp’d painters
30 years exPerIence In west BurBs

Check out our website: randexpainting.com
   630-972-1505/630-638-0950

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE 10% OFF

mobile

VALDAS PAINTING 
& DECORATING

   • Interior & Exterior 
   • Drywall Repairs 
   • Wallpaper Removal 
   • Power Washing
   • Inexpensive & Reliable

Call 630-544-8259

STEVEN COLLINS

•Interior & Exterior Painting 
•Water Damage •Exterior Dry Rot

•Carpentry •Staining 
•Moldings & Repairs

In area since 1990 • Non-Smoking
630-291-0224

PAINTING & HOME REPAIRS

• Spring Clean-up • Gutter Cleaning

Free Estimates 630-655-2646

 For All Your Landscape
 and Maintenance Needs

Call E.W. 
SCHRAMM, Inc.

• SNOW PLOWING •

T & M TREE SERVICE

     WINTER SAVINGS
             tandmtreeserve@att.net

              Serving DuPage County for 12 Years

     • Tree Trimming   • Tree Removal
     • Stump Grinding • Shrub Removal

Call Todd 630-303-4641

 

• WindoW Cleaning

• gutter Cleaning

• Pressure Washing

• Free estimates!

Call or Text: 
815.281.3149
Locally Owned/Hinsdale Central Alum

10% OFF WINTER WINDOW CLEANING!

paintwork.nick@gmail.com
Licensed / Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

Snow Blower RepairPainting & Decorating

Window WashingPlumbingPainting & Decorating

Tree ServicePainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating

Snow RemovalPainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating

https://hoganplumbing.com/
https://randexpainting.com/
mailto:tandmtreeserve@att.net
mailto:paintwork.nick@gmail.com
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Household Help 
Provider

GRACE’S HOME CLEANING
I am a crew of one.

Please call 815-342-7916

Help Wanted
KRAMER FOODS 

NOW HIRING!
Deli Counter

Must be at least 18 yrs old.
PT Cashier, Bagger/Stock 
Must be at least 16 yrs old.

Apply in person at
16 Grant Square, Hinsdale

HINSDALE MOBIL
Is Hiring!

Up to $15 per hour
depending on shift.

401K Plans and Healthcare 
Benefits Available.

Please contact Aslam
8 Chicago Ave., Hinsdale

PART TIME
ELECTRICIANS HELPER

Experienced or not.
Call for more info 

708-738-3848.

Public Notices
CERTIFICATE NO. 79284 
was filed in the office of the  
County Clerk of DuPage 
County on December 6, 2023 
wherein the business firm of

ARTISTIC 
FUNDAMENTALS

Located at 318 N. West Road, 
Lombard, IL. 60148 was reg-
istered; that the true or real 
name or names of the per-
son or persons owning the 
business, with their respective 
post office address(es), is/are 
as follows: Tricia Molnar, 318 
N. West Road, Lombard, IL. 
60148.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office in 
Wheaton, Illinois, this 6th day 
of December, A.D. 2023.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
December 21, 28, 2023
& January 4, 2024.

CERTIFICATE NO. 79277 was 
filed in the office of the  County 
Clerk of DuPage County on 
November 30, 2023 wherein 
the business firm of

LOMBARD PSYCHIC
Located at 21W051 Roosevelt 
Road, Lombard, IL. 60148-
4217 was registered; that the 
true or real name or names of 
the person or persons owning 
the business, with their respec-
tive post office address(es), 
is/are as follows: Sonia Lee, 
5254 Topanga Canyon Blvd., 
Woodland Hls, CA. 91364.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office 
in Wheaton, Illinois, this 30th 
day of November, A.D. 2023.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
December 28, 2023
& January 4 & 11, 2024.

CERTIFICATE NO. 79248 
was filed in the office of the  
County Clerk of DuPage 
County on October 27, 2023 
wherein the business firm of

LaNora Travel
Located at 7730 Stevens 
Street, Darien, IL. 60561- 4428  
was registered; that the true or 
real name or names of the 
person or persons owning the 
business, with their respective 
post office address(es), is/are 
as follows: LaNora Auriene, 
7730 Stevens Street, Darien, 
IL. 60561-4428.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office 
in Wheaton, Illinois, this 11th 
day of December, A.D. 2023.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
December 21, 28, 2023
& January 4, 2024.

Public Notices
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ALL CLASSICS WANTED
Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvette, Exotic, Vintage 
All Foreign and Domestic. Restored and Unrestored. 

Vintage Motorcycles. TOP $$

COLLECTOR JIM 630-201-8122

ARCADE GAMES FOR SALE 
NEW GAMES / PRE-OWNED GAMES

HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE

RETRO ARCADE open to the public
located in the promenade bolingbrook

PRINCE ARCADES on Facebook 
630-378-1517 

Arcadegamessell@yahoo.com

We also buy arcade games, pinball machines 
and coin operated equipment (any condition)

Skilled caregiver with years of experience 
can provide quality care for your 

loved ones in the safety of their home.

CALL 773-537-8886

ADULT CARE PROVIDER

Reasonable Rates

Medical background and 
excellent local references!

Select Realty is seeking a 
SEASONED EMPLOYEE 

to manage the business side of operations.
Could be full time with benefits or part time.

RefeR Resume to:
anthonymassey210@gmail.com 
oR call/text (424) 327-8028

IMMEDIATE OPENING!

Miscellaneous For SaleHelp Wanted

Caregiver

Autos Wanted

So, you think you are a REAL HINSDALEAN – December photos

OUR LUCKY WINNER FROM DECEMBER IS:
Jayne Kalis

who will receive an Ultimate car wash gift certificate from Fuller’s Car Wash.

December 14, 2023
STOCKHOLM OBJECTS

December 21, 2023
KING KEYSER

December 28, 2023
PHILLIP’S FLOWERS

December 7, 2023
BROWNING & SONS

Public Notices
CERTIFICATE NO. 79285 
was filed in the office of the  
County Clerk of DuPage 
County on December 7, 2023 
wherein the business firm of

ADRIANA THALIA 
DESIGNS

Located at 169 N. Pleasant Av-
enue, Bloomingdale, IL. 60108 
was registered; that the true 
or real name or names of the 
person or persons owning the 
business, with their respective 
post office address(es), is/are 
as follows: Adriana Hernan-
dez, 169 N. Pleasant Avenue, 
Bloomingdale, IL. 60108.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office 
in Wheaton, Illinois, this 22nd  
day of December, A.D. 2023.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
January 4, 11 & 18, 2024.
 

 Hometown

 In town

 Neighborhood

 Scoops

 Delivered free

 All Hinsdale

 Local

 Each Thursday

 At your  door

 News
READ IT 

AND REAP!

And now we welcome the new 
year. Full of things that have 
never been. 

Rainer Maria Rilke

An optimist stays up until mid-
night to see the new year in. 
A pessimist stays up to make 
sure the old year leaves. 

Bill Vaughan

mailto:Arcadegamessell@yahoo.com


MIND GAMES

PISCES

AQUARIUS

VIRGO

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

SCORPIO

CANCER LIBRACAPRICORN ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY

ACROSS
1	 APPLE TABLET
5	 DISPENSED CANDY
8	 1980S CHRYSLER LINE
12	 -- BENE
13	 KING, IN CANNES
14	 BRITISH NOBLE
15	 DINER EMPLOYEE
16	 GERUND ENDING
17	 PUB POTABLES
18	 CANDY BAR NUT
20	 STOIC PHILOSOPHER
22	 BASEBALL FILM STARRING
                ROBERT REDFORD
26	 KATHMANDU’S LAND
29	 CENSUS STAT
30	 CHEMICAL SUFFIX
31	 EXPLOITS
32	 LPS’ SUCCESSORS
33	 AIR OUTLET
34	 -- DE MER
35	 BEFORE
36	 RODEO ROPE
37	 BASEBALL FILM STARRING
                KEVIN COSTNER
40	 HAWAIIAN ISLAND
41	 PHASE
45	 QUICK LOOK
47	 EXTENDED LUNCH?
49	 “DOING MY BEST”
50	 VOGUE RIVAL
51	 BRIT. RECORD LABEL
52	 APRIL FORECAST
53	 D.C. INSIDERS
54	 SQUEALER
55	 NORTH SEA FEEDER

DOWN
1	 BYGONE PERUVIAN
2	 BETTING GROUP
3	 TEENSY BIT
4	 STATELY DUO?
5	 A DEADLY SIN
6	 LONG TIME
7	 SLALOMS
8	 REEVES OF “SPEED”
9	 DIETERS COUNT
             THEM
10	 “RIGHT YOU --!”
11	 “KIDNAPPED” 
             MONOGRAM
19	 STANLEY CUP ORG.
21	 PARIS SUMMER
23	 CONSUMER 
             CRUSADER RALPH
24	 CURRY AND LANDERS
25	 JARED OF 
             “PANIC ROOM”
26	 FEELING NO PAIN
27	 BIRTHRIGHT 
             BARTERER
28	 HELTER-SKELTER
32	 SQUAD CAR
33	 DRACULA, FOR ONE
35	 COLLEGE URL ENDER
36	 VEGAS LEAD-IN
38	 MINNESOTA’S 10,000+
39	 CUSTOM
42	 LIST-ENDING ABBR.
43	 FIRST BED
44	 EMMY-WINNING DALY
45	 ZING
46	 “XANADU” BAND
48	 MS. THURMAN

S
U
D
O
K
U

A
N
S
W
E
R

ANSWERS TO TODAY’S CROSSWORD CAN BE FOUND IN THE CLASSIFIEDS.

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
It’s often business as 
usual for you to burn the 
midnight oil, Capricorn. 
But scale back on those 
late-night interludes. 
That’s a recipe for burn-
out that can derail your 
bigger plans.

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, watch out because 
you are hot stuff this 
week. Coming off the ex-
citement of the holidays, 
you’re still in the mood to 
socialize. The invitations 
to various social events 
will still flow.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, right now you 
may be feeling like hi-
bernating, especially if 
the weather is changing. 
Don’t burrow under the 
covers just yet. Find a 
way to stay busy and so-
cialize. 

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, after a season of par-
tying and letting other tasks 
fall by the wayside, it is time 
to get back to focus. You 
must take out your financial 
account records and track 
spending right now.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, you are the 
zodiac’s team player, so 
you may have to give 
the troops a pep talk to 
get everyone working to-
gether this week. Smooth 
down any ruffled feathers 
as needed.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Hopefully you’ve made 
progress on the various 
organizational projects 
that you have had in 
mind, Taurus. Now is the 
time to get those resolu-
tions moving. 

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, even if it seems the 
way to be the most pro-
ductive, burning the can-
dle at both ends is only 
going to make you tired 
and less efficient. Ask for 
help if you need it.

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Take an inventory of the 
things you want to change 
about yourself, Scorpio. 
There is always room for 
improvement, especially if 
you feel you have not been 
your best self lately.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
If you have any unfin-
ished business that 
needs to get wrapped 
up, Pisces, the clock is 
ticking. Make a strong 
attempt to finish by 
Wednesday or Thursday.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, how is your to-do 
list coming along? If you 
haven’t yet gotten mov-
ing, a coming slowdown 
could make the perfect 
time to get cracking.

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, your innate humil-
ity means you’re often 
content with being be-
hind the scenes and not 
in the limelight. However, 
this week you may want 
a little extra fanfare.

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Hopefully you have met 
your quota of parties and 
social events because now 
is the time to take a break, 
Sagittarius. The invitations 
will cease, but that can be 
a good thing for you. 

January 2024 Horoscopes • Week 2
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sports

Classic contest
Hinsdale Central head boys basketball coach Nick Latorre keeps 
a close eye on his team’s defensive play in the fourth quarter of 
the Red Devils’ opening game against Schaumburg Dec. 27 in 
the annual Hinsdale Central Holiday Classic tournament. Junior 
guard Vincas Buzelis draws a foul driving to the basket to earn 
a couple of free throws, while teammate and fellow guard Will 
Gaffney works to stay in front of his opponent on the defensive 
end. Junior guard Eric Kozys keeps his vision up as he makes a 
move around his defender and helps the Devils ultimately defeat 
the Saxons 66-44. The team finished the tourney with two wins 
and two losses. (Jim Slonoff photos)
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UNLEASH YOUR FULL 
POTENTIAL WITH THE 
20-MINUTE TECHNOLOGY 
ENHANCED WORKOUT 
FOR EVERY.BODY.

SUIT UP IN 2024
WITH 2 WEEKS FREE
*LIMITED TIME ONLY

630.468.1461
BODY20.COM/HINSDALE

HINSDALE

ONE-ON-ONE TRAINING.
LOW IMPACT. LOW STRAIN.
INCREASE STRENGTH AND ENDURANCE.
IENHANCE MUSCLE DEFINITION.
REDUCE FAT AND CELLULITE.
IMPROVE POSTURE.
RELIEVE LOWER BACK PAIN.
MINIMAL TIME, MAXIMUM RESULTS.

BODY20 BENEFITS

808 E OGDEN AVE, WESTMONT, IL 60559

https://body20.com/HINSDALE
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630.533.8800  |  kim@kimlotka.com

See why over 170 buyers 
& sellers gave Kim 5 stars

30 S LINCOLN STREET, HINSDALE, IL 60521

I have completed (5) real 
estate transactions with Kim 
over the last few years.
She always picks up her phone, or texts 

right back at all times of the day. If she 

doesn’t know the answer to my questions 

(no matter how small), she takes the 

extra steps needed to find it. Kim made 

sure ALL my deals stayed on track, even 

when big challenges were present. She 

was always very professional, had great 

recommendations for plumbers, painters, 

roofers etc. to help me when issues arose, 

and cared genuinely about the transactions 

and what was best for me personally & 

my family. I felt she always had my best 

interests in mind - and negotiated the best 

deals for me. I also appreciated how well 

she knows every single street (and it seems 

house!) in Hinsdale. This intimate knowledge 

of the area helped me greatly when making 

decisions for my family. I highly recommend 

Kim!! She IS a 5-star REALTOR®.”

JEN | 404 N ADAMS, HINSDALE & 9 S BODIN, HINSDALE

mailto:kim@kimlotka.com

