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Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Stuffing the truck — Students at Hinsdale Central held a Stuff the Truck fundraiswer last week, collecting food and paper goods for the 
People’s Resource Center in Westmont. Members of the National Honor Society and Business Professionals of America met the goal and 
filled the truck completely. PRC volunteer Ron Niemer along with Central students Yasmina Eshac and Matilde Camplone sort the dona-
tions. Please turn to Page 18 for more pictures. (Jim Slonoff photo)
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NEWS
Village to pay for bridge upgrades

By Ken Knutson
kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

Customized retaining walls for 
the entrance to the proposed pedes-
trian bridge would cost Hinsdale 
about $25,000, or so village trustees 
thought.

At Tuesday night’s village board 
meeting via Zoom, board members 
learned that patterning the walls 
after those that flank the Oak Street 
bridge spanning the BNSF Railroad 
came with an estimated $38,400 
price tag due to the need for spe-
cial form liners and a premium for 
the village’s desired stain color. 
The bridge, to be constructed along 
the north side of 47th Street between 
Hinsdale and Western Springs, is 
part of the Illinois Tollway’s Central 
Tri-State expansion project. It will 
touch down in Veeck Park near 
where the skate park currently is.

The Tollway’s Nicole Nutter, 

senior project manager, explained 
that the board’s wish to have the 
walls in a small random ashlar 
facade matching the Oak Street 
Bridge would cost $6,400, while the 
work needed to achieve the same 
color would be $32,000 because of 
the application would be done by 
hand, she said.

But officials concluded the 
added cost is worth the investment. 
Village President Tom Cauley said 
he favored the added expense 
for something that will stand for 
decades.

“I think we should make it as nice 
as we possibly can within in reason, 
and $38,000 seems within reason,” 
he said, eliciting agreement from 
trustees.

Bids on the project are expected 
to go out in January, and village offi-
cials told Nutter to let them know if 
the expected cost goes up.

As for the main section of the 

bridge, Hinsdale and Western 
Springs are still trying to close their 
design gap as it relates to the type of 
fencing. Hinsdale prefers installing 
eight-foot metal pickets space four 
inches apart while Western Springs 
favors a galvanized chain link fence. 
Officials indicated Western Springs 
may be concerned the pickets leave 
openings for people to throw items 
onto the Tri-State.

Cauley suggested the Tollway 
should make the call.

“The Tollway would be in a much 
better position to determine what is 
a safe for a bridge,” he said.

Nutter replied the picket-style is 
just as safe as chain-link as far as 
the Tollway is concerned.

“It meets all standards for safety,” 
she commented.

The Tollway will pay to construct 
the bridge, with the villages jointly 
responsible for future maintenance 
or replacement. The pickets likely 

would need to repainted in about 
25 years, costing between $60,000 
and $85,000. The chain link fence, 
on the other hand, would need to 
be replaced in 25-30 years for an 
estimated $100,000. 

“You have to replace the whole 
fence, you can’t just paint that,” 
Nutter said.

Cauley stressed that Hinsdale will 
not accede to paying for more than 
half the total cost. The Tollway is 
pressing the villages to come to an 
agreement by next week.

“The desire is to have a final deci-
sion by Thanksgiving so we can get 
it into design plans,” she said. 

Nutter said she will attend the 
Western Springs Village Board 
meeting next week in hopes of 
reaching a mutually acceptable 
plan. 

“We’re going to try to better 
understand what their primary 
concern is,” Nutter said.

Taking their best shots

Ben Murphy, Juliet Delheimer and Stella Condotti hone their 
skills in a Jodie Harrison Basketball preseason clinic for second- 

and third-graders Monday afternoon at The Community House. 
(Jim Slonoff photos)

mailto:kknutson@thehinsdalean.com
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National Register home back in full bloom
Renovation project restores American Beauty home on Sixth Street to its former glory

By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

Less than 24 hours after a fire 
destroyed most of their 119-year-
old home at 329 E. Sixth Street in 
Hinsdale two years ago, the Reenans 
were getting ready to rebuild.

Jennifer Reenan’s first call after the 
April 11, 2018, fire was to David Post at 
EIS Group to handle mitigation. Her 
next call was to Michael Abraham, an 
architect who had worked with pre-
vious owners on renovations to the 
home. He and Reenan did their first 
walk through the day after the fire. 

“Everywhere you walked you were 
kicking up dust and debris,” Reenan 
said. 

“We were in shock,” Abraham said, 
noting that he had watched the blaze 
with a good friend of the previous 
owner. “We were practically in tears.”

Abraham’s first task was to gather 
information about the house, both 
from previous renovation projects 
and the Hinsdale Historical Society. 

Reenan and architect Joel Rafferty, 
who works with Abraham, met at the 
historical society to see what they 
could find on the house, a past recipi-
ent of a Hinsdale Historic Preservation 
award and is on the National Register 
of Historic Places.

“It was really fun to go through 
these old photographs,” Rafferty said.

Other documentation turned up 
from unexpected sources, such as a 

neighbor who had photos of a wed-
ding she attended at the house in 
1961.

As was the case with mitigation the 
work was time-consuming. 

“It was two or three months of going 
backward before we could go for-
ward,” Abraham said.

The photos provided valuable 
details that guided the drawings.

“If you look at the second story 
facade, you’ll see that it looked differ-
ent before the fire,” Reenan said. “We 
were able to actually recreate what it 
was when it was originally built.”

Once the plans were ready, the job 
was handed over to lead contractor 
Dave Knecht of Dave Knecht Homes. 
The transition was a smooth one, 

thanks in part to the work Post and 
EIS did, Knecht said.

“He did a very nice job up front of 
saving samples, saving doors, getting 
things organized, keeping the histor-
ic components of the house that we 
could reuse,” he said.

Knecht, who specializes in cus-
tom-built homes and renovations, 
was thrilled to take on the project.

“It’s really a once-in-a-lifetime job,” 
he said. “For me, that is what I have 
a passion doing, historic renovation 
and rehab. 

“You have to have a homeowner 
that is committed,” Knecht contin-
ued. “There are not many people who 
would say, ‘We are going to bring this 

Please turn to Page 4

The third floor of the Reenan’s 
home had to be complete-
ly rebuilt following a 2018 
fire, and the inside was 
gutted as well. Jeff Ediger 
of Oak Brothers Historic 
Renovation works on one 
of three stained glass tran-
som windows found in one 
of the walls. An artist rec-
reated the rectangular win-
dows below, which bright-
en the stairwell going to 
the second floor. The bil-
liards room (top right) in the 
basement was restored, 
and the lower level now 
also includes a cozy pub 
area and this tasting room 
and wine cellar. (photos 
courtesy of Karen Knecht)

mailto:plannom@thehinsdalean.com
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old home back to life.’ That enables us 
to do what we do.

“All the improvements were done 
with the goal of having someone walk 
through the house and not being able 
to tell any kind of the modifications 
that had been made,” he added.

Knecht brought in a group of experts 
to help with the project, including Ari 
Smejkal of Hammer Design Group, 
with whom he’s worked for 25 years.

“He’s like, ‘I’ve got the perfect job 
for you,’ ” Smejkal recalled of Knecht’s 
invitation to tackle the basement. 

“One of the things I wanted to show 
is you can have an incredible base-
ment in an old house,” Reenan said.

The original home included a bil-
liard room, and the Reenans wanted 
to add a cozy pub in homage to Neal 
Reenan’s Irish lineage. 

“We found really cool materials that 
are something you can’t get,” Smejkal 
said, citing the tamarack pine floor 
as one example. “A lot of the wood I 
had on hand from collecting over the 

years.”
Smejkal also discovered the per-

fect compliment to an area under the 
basement stairs.

“Ari found this metal grill with roses 
on it and created this darling little 
door with roses,” Reenan said.

That same attention to detail guid-
ed the work of interior designer Laura 
O’Brien of O’Brien Harris, who initial-
ly joined the team to give an estimate 
on the cabinetry that had been lost. 
Like others, she was on the scene 
early.

“The water was still dripping 
through the ceiling,” she said.

She ended up working with Reenan 
and Elizabeth Krueger of EK Design 
on the key rooms that included mill-
work — the kitchen, butler’s pantry, 
bathrooms, dressing room, closets, 
mudroom and laundry room. 

“The thing that I loved about the 
project is that Jen wasn’t a slave to the 
history of the house. We’re weren’t 
combing through books trying to rec-
reate an era,” O’Brien said.

Reenan appreciated the attention 
to how the cabinetry would be used 
in the various rooms, noting that 
O’Brien measured her tea boxes to 
create an appropriate storage space 
for them in the kitchen.

Krueger said the group of profes-
sionals who came together on the 
project made the work thoroughly 
enjoyable. 

“You feel like you’re shoulder to 
shoulder with exceptional talent, 
and that makes our work better and 
it makes our experience better,” 
Krueger said. “We get to learn from 
everybody in the process, too. None of 
us comes into this knowing the exact 
answer or how it will come together. 
We just know that it will.”

Reenan said it was important for 
her and her family to create a home 
they would be comfortable living in.

“We’ve got three kids and two dogs 
and we wanted it to be very relaxed, 
but obviously still honor the archi-
tecture, which is very unique and ele-
gant,” she said.

The mix of historical inspiration 
and practical application resulted in a 
wonderful finished product, O’Brien 
noted.

“I think the beauty of what hap-
pened here is it was restored classical-
ly, but it still feels like a young, vibrant 
family lives here,” she said. “It feels 
like you are walking into something 
classic that has a history.”

Aarti Patel of EK Design echoed 
that satisfaction of incorporating the 
family’s lifestyle and heritage into the 
house.

“There’s a lot of history, even to 
your family, that is presented,” she 
said.

Reenan hopes sharing her reno-
vation project will help encourage 
others to save Hinsdale’s beautiful 
old homes, especially in the Robbins 
Park Historic District where she lives. 
Homeowners can have the best of 
both worlds, Krueger noted.

“It’s now a new house but it still 
feels old,” she said. “That’s the best 
part.”

Continued from Page 4

Jennifer Reenan (front, green coat) appreciates the team that worked on the 
two-year renovation project, including Aarti Patel, Ari Smejkal, Elizabeth 
Krueger, David Post, Laura O’Brien, Mike Abraham, Joel Rafferty and 

David Knecht. “They are all just fantastic men and women,” Reenan said. 
“It was a pleasure to come in and check on their progress and get to 
know them better.”  (Jim Slonoff photo)
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NEWS

Hinsdale navigates the COVID-19 crisis
Schools, eateries, businesses among those discerning course through uncharted landscape

By Ken Knutson
kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

Indoor dining at restaurants 
is prohibited. Learning for 
many is moving from in-per-
son to remote. And people are 
being urged to avoid gather-
ing for a high-profile holiday.

That was the situation back 
early spring, and November 
has ushered in a strong sense 
of déjà vu as difficult COVID-
19 measures are being rein-
stituted to combat spiking 
case numbers in Illinois and 
around the country.

On Tuesday, Gov. JB 
Pritzker announced the entire 
state would enter Tier 3 of 
his mitigation plan starting 
Friday. Non-essential retail 
facilities can operate at 25 per-
cent capacity, while pharma-
cies and grocery stores may 
operate at 50 percent capaci-
ty. Personal care services can 
remain open, but only at 25 
percent capacity and as long 
as face coverings are worn. 
Indoor dining was prohibit-
ed under Tier 2 restrictions 
imposed earlier this month.

The mitigations are need-
ed, according to the gover-
nor and Illinois Department 
of Public Health Director Dr. 
Ngozi Ezike, because hospi-
talizations are hitting a point 
of exponential growth.

Adam Maycock, president 
and CEO of AMITA Health 
Adventist Medical Centers 
Hinsdale and La Grange, said 
the two facilities are feeling 
the effects.

“During this second wave, 
COVID-19 has impacted our 
Hinsdale Hospital campus 

significantly, although not to 
the degree seen in the spring,” 
he stated. “The La Grange 
campus has seen numbers 
close to if not higher than at 
the onset of the pandemic. 
Both campuses have bed 
availability, yet are challenged 
with staffing all available 
beds, which limits options to 
take on more patients.”

Community Consolidated 
District 181 is continuing its 
hybrid model, which splits 
students daily between morn-
ing and afternoon in-person 
sessions. But officials are 
monitoring the situation 
closely.

“At this time, there is no 
work-from-home mandate 
for school employees or an 
order for student learning to 
go fully remote,” Garcia said 
in a recent update. “If the 
state does order this, we will 
comply with it immediately.”

He cited the success of the 
district’s safety protocols and 
procedures as evidenced 
by DuPage County Health 
Department findings.

“None of the positive 
COVID-19 cases in D181 
students or staff have been 
linked to a transmission that 
took place at school,” Garcia 
pointed out, noting that dis-
trict has also received high 
marks on parent surveys. 

The district has report-
ed 34 positive cases among 
students and 14 among staff 
since the start of the school 
year.

In Hinsdale High School 
District 86, students are also 
following a hybrid approach, 
with about 25 percent of stu-

dents on campus each week 
on a rotating basis. The total 
number of positive cases 
among students and staff 
since the start of the school 
year stood at 78 last week. 
Students and staff conduct 
daily symptom and tempera-
ture checks, wearing masks 
and adhere to social distanc-
ing guidelines, officials said.

District 86 Board President 
Kevin Camden said last week 
that, despite the rising num-
ber of cases, “continuing to 
offer in-person instruction 
and striving to increase both 
the number of students who 
are on-site and the amount 
of instructional time they 
receive are critical to the suc-
cess of our learners.”

Elsewhere in the com-
munity. Hinsdale Seventh-
day Adventist Church and 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
are among the local faith 
communities in recent weeks 
that have suspended in-per-
son worship services after 
resuming them in the sum-
mer. And restaurateur and 
Hinsdale resident Paul Virant 
announced this week that he 
was temporarily closing his 
two eateries.

“We have made the very 
difficult decision to ‘press 
pause’ at both Vistro and Vie. 
Our final day of service will be 
Wednesday, Nov. 25,” reads a 
post on the Vistro website. “In 
addition to helping to keep 
our guests and team safe, this 
temporary closure is neces-
sary to be sure we can wel-
come you back when things 
get better.”

Maycock said having two 
hospitals in close proximity is 

beneficial in these times.
“The situation changes day 

to day, but we are fortunate 
the two campuses are a short 
distance from each other and 
have been able to cross sup-
port when needed,” he said.

With Thanksgiving 
approaching, health experts 
are concerned about family 
gatherings. Pritzker urged cit-
izens to celebrate only with 
household members to avoid 
another case surge. 

“To be very clear, we are 
relying on you here,” he said 
at Tuesday’s press confer-
ence. “Nobody will go door-
to-door to check on you. But 
we’re asking people to hold 
themselves and each other 
accountable.”

— Jerry Nowicki of Capitol 
News Illinois contributed to 

this story.

Workers test for COVID-19 in July at Anne M. Jeans School in Willowbrook. Area testing 
sites are busy again the number of positive cases rises, leading to more patients in 
AMITA Hinsdale Hospital’s ICU and an agonizingly quiet Hinsdale business district with 
state mitigations restricting store capacity and indoor dining. (file photo)

mailto:kknutson@thehinsdalean.com
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MEETING ROUNDUP

Hinsdale High School District 86 Board
6 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 19
https://d86.hinsdale86.or
On the agenda: 2020 levy, comprehensive annual financial 

report, bond premium discussion, asbestos removal bid, award 
phase 2 bid packages, return to school update, approve 2020-21 
program of studies, approve two administrator contracts

For residents interested 
in running for the Hinsdale 
Public Library Board or the 
Community Consolidated 
District 181 Board in the April 
2021 election, the library is 
offering virtual information 
sessions to highlight key dates 
and responsibilities of candi-
dates and elected officials.

Current members from both 

boards will be available for 
questions.

The online sessions will 
be offered at 7 p.m. Monday, 
Nov. 23, and again at 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 24.

Register at https://www.
hinsdalelibrary.info/events 
to receive the online meeting 
invitation.

Sixty-eight Hinsdale res-
idents have tested positive 
for COVID-19 over the past 
week. 

The DuPage County 
Health Department reported 
60 new cases and the Cook 
County Health Department 
reported 8 new cases.

That brings the total num-
ber of reported cases in the 
village to 629, up from 561 
last week.

Amita Hinsdale Hospital 
was treating 28 confirmed 
COVID-19 patients and 20 
patients awaiting test results 
on Wednesday, a spokes-
woman said.

Community Consolidated 
District 181 reported 20 

new cases from Nov. 13-16, 
including 17 students, two 
teachers and one staff mem-
ber. 

Hinsdale High School 
District 86 reported 39 cur-
rent positive cases on Friday, 
with 89 peoples in isolation 
and 130 in quarantine. 

The rolling seven-day 
positivity rate for Region 
8, which includes DuPage 
County, was 15.8 percent on 
Saturday, compared to 14.7 a 
week prior.

The health departments’ 
websites are at https://www.
dph.illinois.gov, https://
www.dupagehealth.org and 
https://www.cookcounty-
publichealth.org.

NEXT WEEK

AVAILABLE FOR THANKSGIVING:
• Cranberry Orange Relish

• Cut-Up Butternut Squash & Rutabaga
• Diced Celery & Onion

• Peeled Potatoes

THE FRUIT STORES
HINSDALE
26 W. First Street (630) 655-1893
(Always FREE Convenient Parking)

WESTERN SPRINGS
925 Burlington Ave. • (708) 246-0893

OPEN SUNDAYS 10-4

GIVE THANKS.
Send a Fruit Basket.

Pick up or delivery anywhere in the Chicagoland area.

             HinsdaleFruitStore.com         Gift Certificates Available

THE
HINSDALE
26 W. First Street (630) 655-1893
(Always FREE Convenient Parking)

             HinsdaleFruitStore.com         Gift Certificates Available

Positive cases continue 
to increase in Hinsdale

Library offers candidate 
information sessions

Community Consolidated School District 181

Among other business Monday, board members:

• approved the summer 2020 facilities master plan projects 
with an estimated total of about $2.6 million. Projects include 
moisture mitigation and flooring replacement at Clarendon 
Hills Middle School for $925,915; sitework at The Lane School 
for $352,000; Taraflex gym flooring replacement at Madison, 
Prospect, The Lane, Monroe and Oak schools for $288,500; 
LED retrofit/conversion work at Elm, Madison and Oak 
schools for $270,000: and tuck-pointing at Elm, Madison and 
The Lane schools for $167,500.

• heard a report on the fall 2020 MAP results, which found 
that district students continue to achieve in the top three 
decile bands nationally and that there was a consistent level 
of achievement compared to the fall 2019 data as well as a 
consistent level of achievement among district schools.

• accepted gifts from school PTOs, including those at Elm 
School and Clarendon Hills Middle School totaling more than 
$1,570

https://d86.hinsdale86.or/
http://hinsdalelibrary.info/events
http://www.dupagehealth.org/
https://www.cookcounty/
http://publichealth.org/
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Hinsdale returnee espouses cooperation over conflict
“The best beloved of all things in 

my sight is Justice.”
These are the words of 

Bahá’u’lláh, the 19th-centu-
ry founder of the Bahá’í Faith, 
which emphasizes the value of 
all religions and the oneness of 
humanity. It’s a belief system that 
Hinsdale’s Gordon Coates found 
compelling as a young man and 
which he now supports profes-
sionally as a correspondence coor-
dinator for the Baha’i National 
Center in Evanston.

“We assist Bahá’í communi-
ties through the United States in 
applying Bahá’i laws — and also 
(helping) communities that are 
having difficult situations to deal 
with,” he explained.

With no clergy, Bahá’i house-
holds instead establish local 
councils and gather monthly for 
a Nineteen Day Feast consisting 
of devotional, administrative and 
social elements. With a small 
number of adherents in Hinsdale, 
Coates said his family joins with 
believers in neighboring towns for 
times of fellowship.

The Hinsdale-raised Coates 
was introduced to Bahá’i by his 

college cross country coach. He 
was attracted to the call to root out 
prejudices and systemic inequal-
ities to unite people across ethnic 
backgrounds, social classes and 
religions.

“The idea (is) that the founders 
of all the great religions were sent 
by God ... to guide mankind and 
not to compete with each other,” 
he explained.

Coates was also drawn to 
Bahá’i’s progressive advocacy for 
gender equality and the harmony 
of science and religion. He went to 
work for the Bahá’i organization, 
spending 2 1/2 years at the Baha’i 
World Center in Haifa, Israel.

“At the time there were 700 
Bahá’is serving from all over the 
world,” he said of the experience.

There he also gained a new 
appreciation for healthy eating 
and, after returning to the States, 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
nutrition and medical dietetics.

“I worked as a registered dieti-
tian for 13 years at a hospital and 
a cancer care center,” Coates 
related. “I would say my current 
specialties are oatmeal bread and 
big vegetarian salads.”

His wife, Philippa, graduat-
ed from Hinsdale Central a few 
years after him. But they weren’t 
acquainted until well into adult-
hood when his mom and her dad, 
serving together as election judges 
one year, learned each had an 
unmarried child — and that both 
were Bahá’i!

“Our parents aren’t Bahá’is, so 
it’s kind of funny,” Coates said.

The matchmaking worked, of 
course, and the couple returned 
to Hinsdale in 2005 to make their 
home. They adopted a boy and 
later a girl, both from Guatemala 
and now in their teens. Coates 
began his work at the Bahá’i 
National Center, about a mile 
from the landmark Bahá’i House 
of Worship in Wilmette.

Coates said humanity’s present 
challenges can become a force for 
good.

“My hope is that the struggles 
we’ve all been going through will 
help us focus more on spiritual 
things and on working together to 
attain a more just and unified soci-
ety,” he said.

— story by Ken Knutson, photo 
by Jim Slonoff

GORDON COATES
FATHER TO IAN, 14 & DORA, 13 •
ATTENDED THE LANE SCHOOL AND 
HINSDALE CENTRAL • MARRIED TO 
PHILIPPA • GRADUATED FROM WILLIAMS 
COLLEGE (MASS.) • ENJOYS WALKS
WITH HIS TWO DOGS
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OPINION

The pandemic may have disrupted a lot of 
our regular routines, but it did not diminish 
Hinsdaleans’ commitment for giving back. 
We’ve documented that bounty of benevolence 
in our Good News section over the past year, 
and, as we approach Thanksgiving, wanted to 
highlight a few of them as an expression of grati-
tude for those gifts:

• The 2020 Pillars Ball raised $242,000 for 
Pillars Community Health to support medical, 
dental, mental health and substance use dis-
order services along with domestic and sexual 
violence services to residents of the western 
suburbs.

• The Hinsdale Rotary Club raised more than 
$4,000 to help 2016 Hinsdale Central High School 
graduate Sophie Lekas, midshipman at the U.S. 
Naval Academy, study engineering research at 
Oxford University to prepare for a career in aero-
space engineering.

• Volunteers filled about 500 bags contain-
ing clothes, toys, books and shoes for children 
in need as part of Community Consolidated 
District 181 Cradles to Crayons donation drive.

• Hinsdale’s Vinaya Sharma and matching 
donors raised $2,000 for the Hinsdale Humane 

Society’s “Match Me Up” campaign for adop-
tions of harder-to-place cats, 

• District 181 donated 425 medical face shields 
to Amita Health Adventist Medical Center 
and two nursing homes, ManorCare Health 
Services in Hinsdale and Chateau Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center in Willowbrook. D181 
families assembled the shields.

• Concklin Insurance Agency in Lombard and 
president Craig Concklin of Hinsdale donated 
lunch every Wednesday in April to first respond-
ers in several suburbs, including the Hinsdale 
Fire Department.

• The Rotary Club of Hinsdale donated 225 
face shields to the Hinsdale Hospital Foundation 
through a $2,000 grant.

• Oak School’s Oak Kids Care Club donated 
$223 they received from the Chipotle Oak School 
dinner/donation night to HCS Family Services to 
provide food for families in need.

• The BAM @ a Distance virtual choir project 
raised $1,015 for the Chicago Artist Relief Fund, 
organized to support Chicago artists who lost 
work opportunities to due to the pandemic.

• The sale of 270 yard signs to thank first 
responders, jointly sponsored by The Hinsdalean, 

Lithoprint and the Rayner and Buddig families, 
generated $2,535 used to purchase gift cards for 
medical personnel at Amita Hinsdale Hospital 
and meals for members of the Hinsdale police 
and fire departments.

• More than 1,400 people walked in the virtual 
Walk for Wellness benefit, which raised $558,000 
for cancer survivors, families, friends and volun-
teers for Wellness House.

• The Hinsdale and Downers Grove offices 
of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Chicago 
conducted a fund drive for frontline staff at 
Advocate Good Samaritan Hospital in Downers 
Grove, raising enough to deliver about 600 meals.

• More than $70,000 was raised at the 
Third Annual Brooks Strong Invitational Golf 
Tournament in support of the Brooks Strong 
Foundation, The foundation, named for 
Hinsdalean Brooks Tonn, who lost a brave battle 
with cancer in 2017 at age 10, provides scholar-
ships to enable kids going through cancer treat-
ment to play sports and funds pediatric cancer 
research.

Feel like contributing yourself? Check out the 
Spirit of Giving listing on Page 42 for opportuni-
ties to help. 

EDITORIAL

Giving a big way to show we’re in this together

COMMENTARY

Making bargains often an ill-fated endeavor
I’ve been playing a little game 

with fate lately.
I’ll accept that I couldn’t be with 

my mom when she took her last 
breath because I had the chance 
to say goodbye to her the day 
before.

I’ll accept that Dan’s cold pre-
vented us from having an outdoor 
prayer service for her, as long as 
he doesn’t have COVID-19.

Guess what? He does.
We were convinced he didn’t. 

After all, I had the same cold — 
with the very same symptoms — 
the week before and I had tested 
negative. 

He received an email with his 
test results late Nov. 9. He didn’t 
even have to say anything. One 
look at his face and I knew.

We had talked about what we 
would do if one of us got COVID 
and had agreed we would all stay 
together. Isolating didn’t seem to 
make sense.

Then we read the instructions 
from the CDC on how quaran-
tining works. The 14-day period 
starts 10 days after the infected 
individual experienced the first 

symptoms. If Dan isolat-
ed, Ainsley and I could 
cut a full week off our 
quarantine. So upstairs 
to the bedroom he went.

It’s been an interesting 
week and a half. Dan 
has been well enough to 
continue working. I’m 
stationed with my laptop 
in the dining room and 
getting used to hearing 
our wood floors squeak 
as he paces back and 
forth, his favorite thing to do while 
on the phone. Ainsley has been 
engaged (I use that term loosely) 
in remote learning from the family 
room.

I know there are families who 
must quarantine in much tighter 
quarters, and I should be thank-
ful we all have space in which to 
comfortably work. But at times I 
wish we had an office above the 
garage, where I would be less 
accessible for questions about 
when a clarinet lesson takes place 
or requests for mid-afternoon 
snacks.

I am grateful that I have a job I 

can do fairly easily from 
home and co-workers 
willing to help make this 
time more tolerable for 
me. Last week they put 
me on speaker phone 
during the Thursday 
morning envelope 
stuffing session (for out-
of-town subscribers) so 
we could chat about the 
latest episode of “This is 
Us” and share our the-
ories on how Maddie’s 

obstetrician and his daughter are 
going to be relevant to the story 
line. 

Shortly after the call ended, 
Ainsley walked into the dining 
room to ask me whom I had 
been talking to. I told her I was 
on speaker phone with the office 
for our Thursday morning “This 
is Us” recap. She responded with 
an epic eye roll before leaving the 
room. 

I’ve tried to appreciate the 
humor in moments like that. 
Other times I’ve felt all this is just 
too daunting, especially with the 
emotional roller coaster

I’ve been on lately. 
But I can get through it, I’ve 

reasoned in my little bargaining 
game, so we can have our neigh-
bor over for Thanksgiving dinner 
and head up to Saugatuck Friday 
for our annual Thanksgiving 
weekend getaway.

Well, the neighbor politely 
bowed out after hearing about 
Dan’s positive test, even though 
our quarantine will be over.

And with Gov. Pritzker’s 
announcement Tuesday that 
we all should stay home, we’re 
seriously questioning our trip. 
(Although we might drive up, stay 
in the house all weekend and then 
drive home, just to have a change 
of scenery.)

I think fate is sending me a 
message. The odds are not in my 
favor. Acceptance is just that — 
acceptance — and not part of a 
bargain. I’ll have time to ponder 
that more — if we can just get up 
to Michigan next weekend.

— Pamela Lannom is editor
of The Hinsdalean.

Readers can email her at
plannom@thehinsdalean.com.

Pamela Lannom

mailto:plannom@thehinsdalean.com
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GUEST COMMENTARY

The chocolate
pie that saved the day

The happy frenzy of 
the holiday cooking sea-
son is coming. It would 
seem that Thanksgiving 
is all about the traditional 
turkey, but in our house 
I know better. Everything 
I make is just a lead-in to 
arguably the best part of 
our holiday meal — pie! 

Every year I make 
multiple pies for just four 
people, because choos-
ing one pie is far too difficult. It’s a 
delicious dilemma because there 
are so many wonderful possibili-
ties.  

Last year, our usual holiday 
plans were suddenly upended. 
A pre-Thanksgiving windstorm 
knocked over a tree near our 
house, which caused the elec-
tricity to go out for the day. I had 
just begun the marathon of hol-
iday cooking when it happened. 
Thankfully, I had started making 
dessert first. I had just begun bak-
ing a chocolate pie when the oven 
turned off. Nervously, I crossed my 
fingers and hoped the remaining 
heat would be enough for it to 
bake. I resisted the temptation to 
open the oven door until it had 
finally cooled. Bravely I took a look. 
The pie had cooked perfectly!

As the hours passed, we rushed 
to get the turkey and grocer-
ies outside into ice chests, but 
Thanksgiving in my mind was 
saved. We were together. We had 
much to be grateful for and there 
would still be homemade pie.

Sometimes a slice of pie and a 
good laugh are all you really need 
to celebrate. So, here it is — the 
chocolate pie that saved the day.  

Chocolate Fudge Pie

Ingredients:
• 1 unbaked 9-inch pie dough 

crust 
• 6 tablespoons unsweetened 

cocoa powder
• 6 tablespoons flour

• 1 teaspoon cinnamon
• 1 1/2 cups sugar
• 3 eggs
• 1 1/2 teaspoon vanilla 

extract
• 3/4 cup butter, melt-

ed
• 2 ounces good quality 

milk or dark chocolate (I 
like Scharffenberger or 
Ghirardelli) 

Preheat the oven to 
350ºF. 

First, line a 9-inch pie pan with 
the prepared pie crust and crimp 
the edges.

Next, prepare the chocolate fill-
ing. In a large bowl, mix together 
the cocoa powder, flour, cinnamon 
and sugar. Then whisk in eggs and 
vanilla and melted butter.

Pour the chocolate filling into 
the pie crust. Use a separated or 
rubber spatula to even out the fill-
ing. The filling will not come all the 
way up to the top of the pie plate, 
because it will rise as it bakes.

Bake for 30 to 35 minutes. When 
done, the pie will have a brown-
ie-like top with a creamy fudge 
center. 

After the pie has cooled, you can 
add a festive crisscrossed choco-
late design on top. Melt the baking 
chocolate in the microwave for 30 
seconds stir and then heat it for an 
additional 20 to 30 seconds until 
it is just melted through. Put the 
melted chocolate in a disposable 
pastry bag and cut off the tip to 
make a small hole. Make a zigzag 
pattern going one direction, then 
turn pie at an angle and make 
another set of zigzag marks going 
the opposite direction. 

This pie tastes especially deli-
cious with a scoop of vanilla ice 
cream and a drizzle of caramel 
sauce.
— Amy McCauley of Hinsdale is a 

contributing columnist.
Readers can email her at

news@thehinsdalean.com.

Requirements
• 250 words or fewer
• include writer’s name, 

address and daytime phone 
number

• documentation must be 
provided for numbers, statistics 
and other facts mentioned in 
the letter

• no form letters

Submission
• e-mail to news@thehins-

dalean.com
• fax to (630) 323-4220
• mail to The Hinsdalean, 

Letters to the editor, 7 W. First 
St., Hinsdale Il 60521

Questions?
Call (630) 323-4422

LETTERS POLICY

CARTOONS

OPINION

Amy McCauley 

mailto:news@thehinsdalean.com
http://dalean.com/
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POLICE BEAT
Hinsdale police released the following reports Nov. 18.

Felony weapons arrest

Dominique Shaquille Richards, 26, 172 Tecumseh Drive, 
Bolingbrook, was arrested on felony counts of unlawful posses-
sion of weapons by a convicted felony, aggravated unlawful use 
of a weapon/no FOID and aggravated unlawful use of a weapon/
loaded weapon/no FOID along with misdemeanor counts of 
driving with a suspended license, disobeying a traffic control 
device and operating an uninsured motor vehicle at 2:45 a.m. 
Nov. 9 at Madison Street and Glendale Avenue. Richards was 
stopped for disobeying a traffic sign and police found a loaded 
handgun under a front passenger seat. He was charged and 
taken to DuPage County Jail.

DUI arrests

• Abdul Rahman Aduib, 30, 9130 S. Thomas Ave., Bridgeview, 
was arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol, driving 
with a blood-alcohol content higher than .08, speeding, improp-
er lane use and operating an uninsured motor vehicle at 11:54 
p.m. Nov. 10 at Route 83 and 55th Street. He was charged and 
released to appear in court. 

• Eddie Brandon Chau, 39, 45 E. 23rd St., Chicago, was arrested 
for driving under the influence of alcohol, speeding and operat-
ing an uninsured motor vehicle at 1:08 a.m. Nov. 14 at 55th Street 
and Route 83. He was charged and released to appear in court.

Audi stolen, recovered

A 2018 Audi Q5 was stolen from a parking lot in the 100 block 
of South Vine Street while she was unloading items at 2:04 p.m. 
Nov. 15. She looked outside and saw a black man, about 20 years 
old with black hair, wearing a black mask covering his face, a red/
white/black hooded sweatshirt and black pants, drive away in 
her car. Her $750 purse, drivers license, credit cards, $90, winter 
jacket and key fob were inside the vehicle. Chicago police recov-
ered the vehicle at 12:52 p.m. Nov. 16 in the 3600 block of West 
Fifth Avenue. 

Aggravated battery at hospital

A patient fought with and punched three security officers at 
11:47 p.m. Nov. 16 while they were performing their duties at 
Amita Adventist Medical Center Hinsdale, 120 N. Oak St. 

False unemployment claims filed

Twenty-one residents reported someone had filed an unem-
ployment claim using their personal information between Nov. 
10 and 17.

Identity theft reported

A resident of ManorCare, 600 W. Ogden Ave., reported that 
someone made an unauthorized $500 ATM withdrawal on her 
debit card at 2 p.m. Nov. 11. The theft was reported Nov. 13.

Credit card fraud

A customer at Firestone, 150 E. Ogden Ave., used a fraudulent 
credit card to pay for $441.65 worth of services on March 31. The 
credit card company contacted Firestone April 23 and said the 
transaction was fraudulent. The incident was reported Nov. 10.

Arrests do not constitute conviction of a crime, and individuals 
listed here should be presumed innocent until proven guilty. If 
charges are dismissed or reduced or the accused is found not guilty, 
he or she can contact The Hinsdalean at news@thehinsdalean.
com to provide us with documentation. Information will be 
updated online and in the next issue of the paper.
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OPEN
CARRY-OUT
& DELIVERY

AVAILABLE

(630) 323-5090
3702 YORK RD • OAK BROOK

Limited Hours

OPEN FOR 

OUTDOOR SEATING!

60 South Grant Street  |  Hinsdale, IL 60521  |  630.323-0275
www.sullivanfuneralhomehinsdale.com

Four Generations of 
Our Family Caring for 
Families Like Yours.

Since 1924.
Terrence M. Sullivan and Brian D. Sullivan

Kathleen Breuss
Kathleen Breuss, a former 34-year Hinsdale 

resident, passed away Nov. 8, 2020, in Downers 
Grove with her family by her side.

Kathleen, was born in Chicago in 1935, to 
Henry and Margaret Weinberger. On April 14, 
1956, she married the love of her life, Ralph 
Breuss, at St. Isaac Jogues Catholic Church in 
Hinsdale.

She was preceded in death by her sister, Marian 
(the late Richard) Zahora.

She is survived by her children, Laura (Bob) 
Brown, Debra (the late Joe) Pomering, Gerald 
(Kathleen) Breuss and Diane Flynn; her grand-
children, Aaron (Kate) Brown, Sara Brown, 
Patrick Brown, Kyle (Katie) Pomering, Jenna 

(Clint) Anderson, Connor Pomering, Jenna 
Breuss, Matthew (Crystal) Flynn and Daniel 
Flynn; her great-grandchildren, Lennon, Baylor, 
Renley, Haylee, Lane, and Miles; and her sib-
lings, John (Nancy) Weinberger and Barbara 
(Lance) Demeter.

A funeral Mass was said Nov. 11 at St. Isaac 
Jogues Catholic Church in Hinsdale.

Interment was at Clarendon Hills Cemetery in 
Darien.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to 
the National Shrine of St. Therese, 8501 Bailey 
Rd, Darien, IL 60561.

Brian Powell Funeral Directors of Hinsdale 
handled the arrangements.

Mary Ann Fiala
Mary Ann Fiala passed away Nov. 8, 2020, in 

Barrington.
She was born in 1932 in Chicago to Mary and 

George Cervenka.
Mary Ann was a young bride of 19 when she 

married Robert Fiala. They were married for over 
55 years and Robert preceded her in death in 
2007. Mary Ann was an avid golfer, reader and 
loved to cook, play cards and spend time with 
family and friends. She adored her Labrador 
canine companions, Quincy and Roady. She rel-
ished her grandbabies (who called her Nina), 
nature, birds, animals, Lost Land Lake and a good 
brandy old fashioned — “press.” 

Mary Ann and Bob lived in Hinsdale and Oak 
Brook and also enjoyed vacation residences in 
Perdido Key, Fla., and on Lost Land Lake in 
Hayward, Wis. 

Mary Ann lived the past 10 years at Lake 
Barrington Woods and was fondly known as “the 
life of the party”. Her smile, sense of humor and 
charming wit made her a delight to be around. 
She will be dearly missed.

Mary Ann is survived by her children, Steven 
(Karen) Fiala, Susan Fiala, and Carol Fiala; 
her grandchildren, Jill (Brandon) Scott, Robert 
(Kristin) Fiala, Jennifer Schwendener, Elizabeth 
Schwendener, Brandon O’Donnell and Lydia 
O’Donnell; and her four great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made online to The 
Humane Society of the United States at https://
www.humanesociety.org, or The Quiet Lakes 
Improvement Association, PO Box 214, Hayward, 
WI 54843.

Sullivan Funeral Home in Hinsdale handled 
the arrangements.

Lois Holmes
Lois Geiger Holmes of Winston-Salem, N.C., 

formerly of Hinsdale, died Nov. 11, 2020, at the 
home of her son, Robert.

Lois, 88, was born in 1931 in Mt. Vernon, Ohio.
She and her husband, Bill, loved living in 

Hinsdale, and raised their four children there. 
She was a member of Union Church and sang in 
the choir for many years.

In 1975 the family moved to Lubbock, Texas, 
and later to Peoria, where her husband head-
ed departments of internal medicine. When Dr. 

Holmes was offered the position of chairman of 
medicine at University of California San Francisco 
at Fresno, he and Lois drove to California and 
made their home there for the next 22 years.

Lois was preceded in death by her husband, 
Albert William; and her daughter, Nancy, who 
passed away at age 23.

She is survived by her sons, William and Robert; 
her daughter, Elizabeth; and six grandchildren.

Online condolences may be made at https://
www.twincitycremations.com.

Jacquelyn Kingsfield
Jacquelyn “Jackie” Kingsfield, nee Rapp, 80, a 

longtime resident of Hinsdale and Willowbrook, 
passed peacefully at Amita Hinsdale Hospital 
on Nov. 10, 2020, after a mighty fight against the 
COVID-19 virus. 

Jackie was born and raised in Hinsdale where 
her family owned Rapp’s Bakery in the 1940s and 
50s. She graduated from Hinsdale High School 
in 1958 and then Fairleigh Dickinson College, 
earning a degree in dental hygiene. She dedicat-
ed much of her life to the family business Black 
Horse Golf Club in Westmont (1962-90), now 
Green Meadows Golf Club. After selling the golf 
course, she ventured into a catering business 
and eventually returned to her career as a dental 
hygienist, which she continued until just recent-
ly. 

Jackie loved fiercely and unconditionally and 
possessed a courageous and resilient passion for 
life. She loved spontaneous adventures, playing 
the piano, baking, hosting family dinners, book 

club and most of all being a cherished mom and 
grandma “Mimi.” Her influence on others, as she 
led by example, is far reaching and will live on for 
years. “Walk with purpose,” her motto, will be 
forever embedded in the mindset of her children, 
grandchildren and all who knew and loved her. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Warren “Jim” Kingsfield.

She is survived by her children, William, James 
(Heather) and Jill (Deomara Velez); her daugh-
ter-in-law, Dodi; her grandchildren, Cassidy, 
Madeleine, Phoebe, Clare, Winnifred, Olivia, 
Jasmine, Owen, Joshua and Noah. 

Due to COVID-19 concerns, a celebration of 
life will be planned at a future date.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to 
Amita Health Adventist St. Thomas Hospice, P.O. 
Box 130, Hinsdale, IL 60522-0130, or online at

https://www.amitahealth.org/patient-re-
sources/giving/make-a-gift/make-a-gift-amita-
health-adventist-st-thomas-hospice.

http://www.sullivanfuneralhomehinsdale.com/
http://www.humanesociety.org/
http://www.twincitycremations.com/
https://www.amitahealth.org/patient-re-
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Fuller’s Home & Hardware 
Tree Lot is NOW OPEN!

~ FREE LOCAL DELIVERY ~

• Fraser Fir & Balsam Trees 5’ - 12’
• Balsam Mixed Garland by the foot

• Balsam Wreaths - 24”, 36”, 48”, 60”
• Decorated Outdoor Wreaths

• Outdoor Greens for Pots

AND VISIT INSIDE THE STORE TOO!
Your One Stop Christmas Shop ... And More!!

• Unique Gifts • Candles • Paper Products
• Christopher Radko & Mattursky European Glass Ornaments  

• Christian Ulbricht Nutcrackers & Smokers
• Indoor & Outdoor Holiday Decor

WE ALSO INSTALL OUTDOOR CHRISTMAS LIGHTS!

FREE CARWASH 

with purchase of tree
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46 S.  Washington St.
Hinsdale,  I l l inois 60521 

630.986.0880
www.browningandsons.com

Personalize your Christmas

How do controlled 
burns help

Mother Nature?
To some, the days leading up 

to Thanksgiving are for hunting. 
For others, it’s a time to prepare 
for the holidays ahead. For Erik 
Neidy, director of natural resourc-
es for the DuPage County Forest 
Preserve District, it’s burn season. 

“There’s really about a 10-win-
dow in the fall and a 10-day win-
dow in the spring,” Neidy said. 
That’s when conditions tend to be 
right for a slow, controlled burn of 
forest preserve land.”

The ideal time for a fall burn 
comes when the leaves have 
fallen but before they’re frozen 
or become covered in snow. In 
spring, burns need to happen after 
the ground is thawed, but before 
things begin to grow and turn 
green. Timing also is important for 
the protection of wildlife. 

“This time of year, animals 
that can’t get away are dormant. 
They’ve already taken a winter 
hiding place,” Neidy said.

Most importantly, the wind 
must be just right for a safe burn 

to take place, Neidy said. 
“We get complaints that we 

choose the nice days to burn,” 
Neidy said. But the weather that 
draws people outside is also 
conducive to the best, safest con-
trolled burns. Residences and 
businesses near burn sites are 
notified that a burn is scheduled 
to take place when conditions 
allow, and signs are placed in 
the area the day of the burn. 
Those with health conditions that 
require them to leave the area or 
stay indoors during a burn can 
request additional notifications, 
Neidy said. 

Prescribed burns were once 
Mother Nature’s way of replenish-
ing the land, Neidy said. 

“Prairies and forests used to 
burn regularly and were essential 
to the American landscape before 
the land was developed with 
homes and farms,” he said. 

DuPage County has been using 
controlled fires to maintain and 
restore its properties since the 
1990s. 

“We are bringing fire back to 
safely recreate what nature once 
did on its own,” Neidy said. 

Fire is the most effective way 
to rid an area of invasive species 

such as honeysuckle, buckthorn 
and red canary grass, Neidy said. 
Left unchecked, these plants can 
take over, making it difficult for 
native plants to grow. 

Burns lead to a better food 
supply for wildlife, a reduction in 
stormwater runoff and more plac-
es for more creatures to live. 

“It changes the whole ecosys-
tem,” Neidy said. 

The DuPage County Forest 
Preserve District aims to burn 
about 5,000 of its 26,000 acres 
each year. On the schedule for this 
year are areas of Waterfall Glen 
near Darien, Fullersburg Woods 
and Mayslake in Oak Brook. 

Burns are carried out by trained 
forest district staff, who remain on 
site until the fire is complete.

Neidy, who lives in Indiana, 
joined the DuPage County Forest 
Preserve District in 2001. Growing 
up in western Illinois, he spent lots 
of time exploring the outdoors and 
enjoying nature, which led him to 
earn a bachelor’s degree in zool-
ogy followed by a master’s degree 
in restoration ecology. 

“Ending up here at the forest 
preserve is exactly what I wanted 
to do,” Neidy said. 

— by Sandy Illian Bosch

Director of Natural Resources Erik Neidy 
said forest district staff who conduct con-
trolled burns spend three days in training. 
Becoming a burn boss, like Neidy, takes 
multiple years of experience and training. 
(photo provided)
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Christmas
Tree

Woodland
Spode

2020 Collector Ornaments

Thymes
Candles & Home Fragrance

Simon Pearce
Christmas Trees

35%
Off Free Gift with

Purchase

Spode
50

to
60%
Off

Free Gift 
with
Purchase

Are You Ready For The Holidays?
Char Crews, Inc. 

Has Great Gifts & Entertaining Essentials In-Stock

Limited Quantities
Going Fast!

,
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NEW 
WEBCAST 

Classroom 
Course

• WEBCAST On Demand Classroom Course available  
 until the earlier of 12/31/20 or Phase 5 of Restore Illinois

• Learn at your own pace…Course is accessible 24/7 and  
 sessions can be reviewed at any time. Start today!

• We have invested in a transportation sanitization service  
	 provided	by	TS	Certified™	–	our	vehicles	are	sanitized		
 regularly to keep your teens and our instructors safe

   800-374-8373       www.topdriver.com
1 Grant Square, Hinsdale

810 Hillgrove Ave., Western Springs

We Teach Driver Intelligence™

EST. 2003

Take & Bake Pizza 
Delicious Entrees
Salads • Desserts

Eggplant • Meatballs 
and More!

Pre-Order holiday 
gift ensembles 

with our imported 
Italian specialty items  

Individual Charcuterie 
boxes & Tiramisu 

servings perfect for 
gathering safely.

MONDAY CLOSED; T-TH 2-7PM; FRI 2-8PM; SAT. 2-7PM | SUN.1-6PM

9 W. FIRST STREET, HINSDALE  |  630-755-5252
www.altamurapizza.com

#notjustpizza

IN FOCUS

It was a great day to stuff the truck

It didn’t take 
very long for 
the Hinsdale 
Central stu-

dents from the 
National Honor 

Society and 
the Business 
Professionals 
of America to 

fill a truck from 
the People’s 

Resource Center 
in Westmont 

with donations 
of food and 

paper products. 
Central students 

Mateo Lopez 
and Alonso 

Guerrero move 
a bin with PRC’s 

Ron Niemer. 
Grace Cole and 

Ava O’Hea bring 
their donations 

to the event. 
(Jim Slonoff 

photos)

http://www.topdriver.com/
http://www.altamurapizza.com/
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PULSE
Get in the spirit to give

Giving Tuesday invites paying it forward after shopping’s done
By Ken Knutson

kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

Dec. 1 is Giving Tuesday, and 
now is the time to start considering 
service organizations to which you 
want to extend extra support this 
year.   

Giving Tuesday is global generos-
ity movement that, birthed in 2012, 
is still relatively young. But the idea 
is not new: be generous out of the 
generosity you have experienced. 
The day encourages people to do 
good and to think of the good possi-
ble if hundreds of millions of people 
around the world can be inspired to 
give generously.

So after those Black Friday and 
Cyber Monday sprees, find an orga-
nization (or several) whose mission 
you can get behind and help them 
feel supported on Giving Tuesday, 
Here are a few Hinsdale-based can-
didates to get you thinking.

• Hinsdale Humane Society 
Executive Director Tom Van Winkle 
said the agency is endeavoring to 
raise $10,000 by Giving Tuesday to 
provide its homeless animals with 
the food, vaccinations, care and 
supplies needed until they find a 
new home. 

Van Winkle said when the pan-
demic hit in the spring, the demand 
for animals shot up as people 
sought new home companions. The 
quarantine, however, virtually shut 
down the supply. 

“We really saw a decrease in 
the number of animals coming to 
us,” he said, noting that trend has 
reversed in recent months.

Overall the humane society had 
completed more than 1,400 adop-
tions through October compared 
to 1,220 for all of 2019, he reported. 
Because adoption fees don’t cover 
the money invested in the animal, 
such high activity is a double-edged 
sword.

“Mission-wise, we’re very happy. 
But it’s also more processing 
involved, and we can’t charge mar-
ket prices,” Van Winkle related, 
noting the medical services avail-
able at the 2-year-old Pet Rescue & 
Resource Center. “We actually lose 
money on each adoption.”

The budget for cleaning supplies 
has ballooned as rooms have to 
be scrubbed between each adop-
tion visit. Van Winkle said Giving 

Tuesday is a way to communicate 
to people that every little bit helps.

“We know that people may not 
have as much to give,” he said. “We 
also want people to understand that 
when we’re asking, we’re asking for 
the animals in our care.” 

To make a donation, visit https://
www.hinsdalehumanesociety.org.

• For Giving Tuesday, the 
Hinsdale Historical Society is hop-
ing the 35th anniversary of the 
Hinsdale History Museum will 
inspire people to contribute $35 to 
help preserve village treasures.

Kristen Laakso, president of the 
historical society’s board of trustees, 
said this year’s campaign is espe-
cially critical.

“Our annual appeal is more 
important than ever because we 
had to cancel our main fundraiser, 
The Kitchen Walk, in the spring,” 
she said. “That’s a major financial 
challenge for us.”

Laakso said the historical society 
incurs regular maintenance costs 
for the museum as well as for the 
other two historical society prop-
erties, Immanuel Hall and the R. 
Harold Zook Home and Studio. The 
organization has two paid staff and 
has also been investing in digital 
resources like walking tour apps 
and in-classroom programming for 
teachers to expand access to and 
understanding of Hinsdale’s heri-
tage.

“Hinsdaleans love Hinsdale, and 
the more you can tell them about 

why it’s special, the more motivated 
they are to support you,” Laakso 
said. “The historical society helps 
create a sense of belonging.”

To make a donation, visit https://
www.hinsdalehistory.org.

• Amy Wickstrom, executive 
director of HCS Services, said the 
week of March 8, before the pan-
demic, her organization’s two food 
pantries served 144 people. Two 
weeks ago they served 386.

“There’s so much need in the 
community. We all know that’s 
true,” Wickstrom said. “We are just 
being inundated by the need that’s 
in the community.”

With the expectation that those 
numbers will come down post-pan-
demic, scaling the entire orga-
nization doesn’t seem prudent, 
Wickstrom said. But Giving Tuesday 
donations will help sustain its cur-
rent operating budget.

“The money that we raise is going 
to either the people who help move 
the food or it’s going to obtain 
food,” she stressed,

Giving Tuesday also prompts 
Wickstrom to think of the “unpaid 
heroes” who give their time self-
lessly. 

“It’s a recognition of the people 
that are here with us who don’t 
have to be,” she said of the food 
pantry volunteers. 

She acknowledged those volun-
teers have stepped up to meet the 
increased need in amazing ways, 
and she hopes more will contribute 

by making a donation or holding 
their own neighborhood food drive.

“Just take a piece of paper and 
write ‘Food drive’ on it and put in 
on a box on your front yard,” she 
said.  

Wickstrom many of their clients 
this year have been newcomers.

“There’s a lot of having to be 
humble and accept help. They’ve 
needed to rely on a pantry,” she 
remarked, noting the great extent of 
job loss. “This is a collective experi-
ence that we find ourselves in.”

To make a donation, visit https://
www.hcsfamilyservices.org.

• For the Infant Welfare Society 
Hinsdale Auxiliary, Giving Tuesday 
is the tail end of its annual coat 
drive, according to sponsorship 
chair Lisa Haines. 

“We collect new coats or gently 
used coats for families and kids,” 
she said. “There is a very significant 
need this year.”

The coats can be dropped off at a 
partnering CD OnePrice Cleaners 
branch, including locations in 
Countryside, Darien and Downers 
Grove.

“They will clean the coats and 
help us get them down to (our 
Chicago) center,” she said.

Those purchasing new coats can 
have them sent directly to Infant 
Welfare Society of Chicago, 3600 W. 
Fullerton Ave., Chicago 60647 Attn: 
Maria Penland. 

To make a donation, visit https://
hinsdaleiws.com.

Hinsdale Humane Society volunteer Mary Jane Laws strokes tabby Lulu while fellow volunteer Eileen Zaba 
plays with resident Cherry on Monday at the society’s Pet Rescue & Resource Center. (Jim Slonoff photos)

mailto:kknutson@thehinsdalean.com
http://www.hinsdalehumanesociety.org/
http://www.hinsdalehistory.org/
http://www.hcsfamilyservices.org/
http://hinsdaleiws.com/
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PULSE
ARTFULLY DONE

■ Cookies and Canvas
Nov. 21
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St., Hinsdale
(630) 323-7500
https://www.thecommunit-
yhouse.org

This class for kids age 6 1/2 
and up and their parents will 
feature paints and sweets. 
Participants work with all 
kids of painting approaches 
and take their work home. 
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m. Cost: $25. 
RR, MD

■ Virtual Graphic Design
Nov. 30-Dec. 4
(630) 789-7090
https://www.villageofhins-
dale.org/pr

KidzToPros Graphic 
Design Camp introduces stu-
dents ages 9-11 to the basic 
principles of design, includ-
ing lines, shapes, fonts, color, 
contrast, spacing, alignment 
and balance. Students will 
learn to create their own 
business cards, flyers, post-
ers, cards, animations and 
more. Participants must have 

Windows or MacOS lap-
top/desktop and Free Krita 
software; a mouse is recom-
mended. Time: 3 to 4 p.m. 
Cost: $89.

■ Hinsdale Art Display
Dec. 1-31
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
(630) 986-1976
https://www.hinsdaleli-
brary.info

The Hinsdale Public 
Library invites young 
Hinsdale artists to submit an 
original piece of artwork or 
a copy to be displayed in the 
Youth Services Department. 
Submissions will be accept-
ed in person or via email at 
youth@hinsdalelibrary.info. 
Artwork will not be returned.

FAMILY FUN

■ Corn Harvest
Weekends through Nov. 22
Kline Creek Farm
1N600 County Farm Road, 
West Chicago
https://www.dupageforest.

Please turn to Page 24

Spend a half hour learning about farming in the 1890s during a barnyard tour at Kline Creek 
Farm. The program runs through Nov. 23. See Page 24 for details. (photo courtesy of the 
DuPage County Forest Preserve District)

https://www.thecommunit/
http://yhouse.org/
https://www.villageofhins/
http://dale.org/pr
https://www.hinsdaleli/
http://brary.info/
mailto:youth@hinsdalelibrary.info
https://www.dupageforest/
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PULSE
Practical tips for contending with discomfort

How is everyone doing?
This has officially been The Year 

of Discomfort. We’ve collectively 
experienced uncomfortable circum-
stances and events, lived our lives 
in uncomfortable ways and had 
uncomfortable conversations about 
uncomfortable topics.

As if 2020 hasn’t provided enough 
opportunities for unease, the holiday 
season is now upon us. The holi-
days will look and feel different for 
most. What we thought would be a 
sprint has become a marathon, and 
the distress in our lives seems to be 
ongoing.

Contending with a certain amount 
of discomfort in our lives is to be 
expected. This year, however, we’ve 
experienced a high dose of uncer-
tainty coupled with our personal 
sense of safety and security being 
altered. So, exactly what can we do 
with all this discomfort?

• Take pause.
Sometimes our body needs 

grounding before we can attend to 
our mind. Existing in a continuous-
ly stressful state creates physical 
tension in our bodies. Corny as it 

may sound, five to 10 deep 
breaths actually helps 
re-set your central nervous 
system. Breathe in for 5 
counts, hold for 5, exhale 
for 5. Repeat as necessary.

• Identify obstacles to 
well-being.

Often they’re related to 
imbalance in our lives, 
something we’ve experi-
enced in multitudes lately. 
Compile a list of things that 
challenge your well-being and those 
that enhance it.

• Shift your relationship with dis-
comfort.

Fluctuating between overreac-
tion and immobilization is easy 
when circumstances feel out of our 
control and life feels imbalanced. 
Discomfort typically arises from how 
we think, which affects our ability 
to regulate emotions and change 
behaviors.

Now, more than ever, it’s import-
ant to focus on things we can con-
trol. We have the ability to shift how 
we are impacted by circumstances 
that aren’t in our control by adjust-

ing how we think about 
and react to them.

• Take action.
If you find you’re spend-

ing too much time on the 
minutia, temporarily shift 
your focus to the non-neg-
ative aspects of the bigger 
picture and vice versa. Set 
a boundary where need-
ed. Let go of something. 
Dedicate less negative 

energy to one thing tak-
ing up too much emotional space. 
Attend to something you’ve been 
avoiding. Pace and space things dif-
ferently. Laugh. We must laugh. Go 
back to the list of things that enhance 
your well-being, and try to incorpo-
rate one into your day. 

Consider when chunking your 
time could help. Chunking time is 
the concept of breaking your day up 
into larger chunks instead of react-
ing to constant interruptions. It’s 
an alternative to multitasking and 
thought to be more efficient because 
it involves less start up time as you 
constantly switch between tasks. 
Parents working from home with a 

remote learning child could sched-
ule check in times in lieu of interrup-
tions occurring throughout the day. 

Remember, change can some-
times require more than one attempt 
or several small steps vs. one big 
step.

• Get support if needed.
Remaining present with feelings, 

though uncomfortable, is a strength 
while getting “stuck” in them can 
exacerbate discomfort. If you find 
you’re stuck in negative patterns of 
behavior or relying on unhealthy 
coping skills more often than not to 
deal with discomfort, give yourself 
permission to seek professional help. 
There’s little to lose in doing so, 
while not getting help when needed 
can be detrimental to you and others 
in your life.

Stay tuned, fellow Hinsdaleans 
— on Dec. 3 I will delve further into 
why it can be difficult to shift your 
relationship with discomfort and 
make lasting changes.

— Alisa Messana of Hinsdale is a 
licensed clinical social worker and a 

mental health consultant.
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Alisa Messana
On mental health
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4700 Gilbert Ave., Western Springs, IL 60558
Located behind Walgreens, next to Subway

CURBSIDE PICKUP &
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

 Open 7 Days a Week • Follow us on Facebook & Instagram

THANKSGIVING TREATS!
• CUPCAKES BAKED DAILY • 

BUY ONE GET ONE
FREE CUPCAKES

Limit one coupon per person.

BUY ONE GET ONE
FREE ICE CREAM

Limit one coupon per person.

$2 OFF YOUR CHOICE OF
COFFEE GROWLER

OR 16 oz. BAG
Limit one coupon per person.

org
(630) 876-5900

Experience life as a field 
hand as while helping to 
harvest this year’s corn crop 
by hand alongside historic 
horse-drawn equipment. 
Learn about the importance 
of corn to farmers in the 
1890s and today. This fall’s 
harvest will feed Kline Creek 
Farm’s livestock through-
out the year, and provide 
the seed for next spring’s 
planting. The program is 
for ages 2 and older; those 
under 18 must with an adult. 
Participants must wear 
masks that cover the nose 
and mouth. Time: 10 a.m., 11 
a.m., 1:30 p.m. or 2:30 p.m. 
Cost: $5 per person. RR

■ The Progressive Farm: A 
Barnyard Tour
Through Nov. 23
Kline Creek Farm
1N600 County Farm Road, 
West Chicago
https://www.dupageforest.
org
(630) 876-5900

Enjoy a 30-minute personal 
barnyard tour provided by a 
heritage interpreter in 1890s 
period costume. Explore the 
connections between farming 
at the end of the 19th century 
and today, looking closely at 
the buildings, implements 
and animals at Kline Creek 
Farm. All ages are welcome; 
kids must be accompanied 
by an adult. Participants 
must wear masks that cover 
the nose and mouth. Tours 
are held on a first-come first-
served basis with a limit of 10 
people per tour. Tour times: 
10:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 
p.m. Mondays, Thursdays 
and Fridays.

FOR A CAUSE

■ Red, White and Blues 
fundraiser
Ongoing
https://www.redwhiteand-
blues.org

Due to the pandemic, this 
fundraiser for Operation 
Support Our Troops-America 
is online this year, and 
active-duty military and their 
families need assistance. 
Donate to help them contin-
ue serving and know they are 
not forgotten. The live event 
will return in October 2021.

GREAT OUTDOORS

■ What Good Is Dead Wood?
Nov. 21
Sagawau Environmental 
Learning Center
12545 W. 111th St., 
Lemont
(630) 257-2045

https://www.fpdcc.com
Dead trees and fallen logs 

are part of the woodland. 
Hike with a naturalist to 
see what is thriving after a 
tree dies. Participants are 
required to wear masks and 
practice physical distancing. 
Time: 1 p.m. RR

■ Winter is Coming! Walk
Nov. 25
Little Red Schoolhouse 
Nature Center
9800 Willow Springs Road, 
Willow Springs
(708) 839-6897
https://www.fpdcc.com

Learn how local plants and 
animals are preparing for 
winter. All ages are welcome. 
Participants should dress 
for the weather and all must 
wear masks and practice 
physical distancing. Time: 11 
a.m. RR

HEALTH & WELLNESS
 

■ Healthy Eating for Prostate 
Cancer
Nov. 24
https://www.wellness-
house.org

Wellness House presents 
this program designed spe-
cifically for those diagnosed 
with prostate cancer to share 
the most recent research 
about diet and prostate can-
cer, including safe foods and 
foods to limit. Time: 3 to 4:30 
p.m. RR

■ Cancer Nutrition 101
Tuesdays, Dec. 1-22
https://www.wellness-
house.org

Dietitian Angela Dennison 
will lead this four-week, step-
by-step program to build a 
cancer-fighting diet. Each 
week will be a building block 
of information to establish 
habit changes while focusing 
on a plant-based diet. This 
series is for cancer survivors 
who want to improve their 
eating habits and don’t know 
where to begin. Time: 3 to 4 
p.m. RR

■ Managing Behaviors when 
a Parent or Child has Cancer
Dec. 1
https://www.wellness-

Please turn to Page 26

Continued from Page 20

https://www.dupageforest/
https://www.redwhiteand/
http://blues.org/
https://www.fpdcc.com/
https://www.fpdcc.com/
https://www.wellness/
http://house.org/
https://www.wellness/
http://house.org/
https://www.wellness/


The Hinsdalean • November 19, 2020 • Page 25

UNIQUE JEWELRY • SOAPS • HANDMADE POTTERY
ORIGINAL CARPET BAGS 

LIGHTING • PILLOWS • HOME DECOR 
THANK YOU

FOR SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESSES!

GREAT GIFT IDEAS 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

Hand Woven Turkish Rugs – 20% Sale

ARTISTIC DESIGN INTERIORS

Creative Space Planning
Additions • Kitchens • Baths • General Contracting

Paint Consultation and Accessorizing
Window Treatments and Blinds • ReUpholstery

Artistic Design Interiors specializes in 
room “make overs” 

All the way to ... re-upholstery.

Call for a free consultation
No Job Too Big or Too Small!

630.408.9552

TurkoiseTurkoiseTurkoiseTurkoise
Home & DesignHome & DesignHome & Design

10 E. First St., Hinsdale • 630.408.9552

FACELIFT YOUR ROOMS FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
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house.org
Gina Danehl, oncology 

child and family specialist at 
Wellness House, will share 
tips for parents and grand-
parents for managing behav-
iors when a family member 
has cancer and other ways to 
support a child through a cri-
sis. Time: 6 to 7:30 p.m. RR 

n Using Humor to Cope With 
Cancer
Dec. 3
https://www.wellness-
house.org

Olivia Clarke, founder and 
president of Humor Beats 
Cancer, and other cancer 
survivors will talk about how 
they have used the power of 
humor as a coping and com-
munity-building tool, both 
personally and professionally. 
Learn ways to build comedy 
into one’s life. Time: 7 to 8:30 
p.m. RR

JUST FOR KIDS

n Acting Out!  
Nov. 19

The Community House
415 W. Eighth St., Hinsdale
(630) 323-7500
https://www.thecommunit-
yhouse.org

This Stage Door Fine Arts 
workshop for kids in grades 
three through 12 will ben-
efit actors of all experience 
levels with a focus on topics 
including monologues, voice 
and diction, characterization, 
physical acting and musical 
theater dance. Time: 4 to 5:30 
p.m. for grades three through 
seven, 6 to 7:30 p.m. for 
grades eight through 12. Cost: 
$50. RR, MD

n Children’s Walking Tour
Nov. 21
(630) 789-2600
https://www.hinsdalehisto-
ry.org

Join the Hinsdale Historical 
Society on a children’s walk-
ing tour highlighting the 
architecture and interesting 
details that make the village 
of Hinsdale unique. The tour 
will last about 30 minutes 
and is geared toward chil-
dren ages 8-12. Attendance is 
capped at 10 people (includ-

ing adults). Social distancing 
and masks required. Meeting 
location to be announced. 
Time: 11 a.m. Cost: $5. RR

n Thanksgiving Break Camp
Nov 23-25
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St., Hinsdale
(630) 323-7500
https://www.thecommunit-
yhouse.org

This camp for ages 5-14 
will feature fun games and 
holiday crafts as well as a field 
trip on Nov. 25; lunch will be 
provided. Location is subject 
to change based on current 
health guidelines. Sign up for 
a day or all three. Extended 
hours are available from 3:30 
to 6 p.m. for an additional fee. 
Time: 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Cost: $70 per day, $185 for all 
three days. RR, MD

n Virtual Active Kids 
Nov. 30-Dec. 4
(630) 789-7090
https://www.villageofhins-
dale.org/pr

Kids ages 5-9 will do a 
variety of fitness routines 
designed to improve strength, 

balance and flexibility while 
having fun. The online ses-
sion will focus on Superhero-
themed movements, exercis-
es and games. Participants 
must have an open, safe 
space in front of a webcam to 
move around and exercise. 
Time: 3 to 4 p.m. Cost: $69. 
RR

NOTEWORTHY

n Music Night — Thankful
Nov. 19
https://www.hinsdale.
church

The music staff of The 
Union Church of Hinsdale 
presents “Thankful,” a night 
of gratitude through song. 
Join Stephen Edwards, Gina 
Graffagna, Nik Eden, Tierra 
Whetstone, Elizabeth Jung 
and Stephen Uhl as they 
offer music of Thanksgiving. 
Watch live via Zoom or the 
church’s Facebook page. 
Time: 7 p.m.

n Pianists Karol Sue 
Reddington & Marcia Lehe
Nov. 20
https://www.atthemac.org/

music-fridays-noon
College of DuPage music 

faculty members Karol Sue 
Reddington and Marcia Lehe 
will perform Manuel Infante’s 
“Danses Andalouses” for two 
pianos as part of the Music 
Fridays @Noon livestream 
series. Concerts are about 
an hour and stream for free. 
Find the link on the website 
listed above. Questions? 
Contact Lee Kesselman at 
kesselma@cod.edu. Time: 
noon.

n Friction Farm
Nov. 21
http://www.acousticren.
com

Aidan Quinn and Christine 
Stay form this modern-folk 
husband and wife team of 
internationally traveling 
troubadours, combine sto-
rytelling, social commentary 
and humor to create songs 
of everyday life, local heroes 
and quirky observations. 
They perform via lives-
tream as part of the Acoustic 
Renaissance Concert series 

Please turn to Page 28

Continued from Page 24
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Thanksgiving 
BY US – FOR YOU!

HOT & ready 
to enjoy!

$15999  

SERVES 4–6Thanksgiving Thanksgiving Thanksgiving Thanksgiving Thanksgiving 
BY US – FOR YOU!

Thanksgiving Thanksgiving Thanksgiving 

HOT & ready
to enjoy!

ready
to enjoy!

ready

$15999 

SERVES 4–6

Slow Roasted Turkey Breast with Turkey Gravy and 
Cranberry Sauce, Traditional Herb Stuffing, Mashed 
Kennebec Potatoes, Roasted Brussels Sprouts, 
Parker House Rolls and Marketmade Pumpkin Pie!

SCHEDULED PICK-UP
ON THURSDAY, NOV 26TH 

9:30AM–1PM 

ORDER BY NOV 22ND

RESERVE NOW! 
630-366-7040

333 EAST OGDEN AVENUE, WESTMONT  |  630 366 7030  |  standardmarket.com

Visit us at the  
Catering Desk,  
call 630-366-7030,  
or place your 
order online at 
standardmarket.
com/catering

ORDER BY 
NOV 22ND

ORDER

Now!
CateringCateringCateringCatering
THANKSGIVING

http://standardmarket.com/
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usually held at the Unitarian 
Church of Hinsdale. Time: 
7:15 p.m. Tickets: $12.

n Mostly Mozart
Nov. 22-Dec. 6
http://www.elmhurstsym-
phony.org/web/events.
aspx

Elmhurst Symphony 
Orchestra musicians will be 
joined by acclaimed pianist 
Ran Dank in performing 
Mozart’s elegant Piano 
Concert No. 14 in E-flat Major 
through an innovative use of 
video technology in this vir-
tual on-demand concert. Also 
featured on the program is a 
work by Samuel Coleridge-
Taylor, an imaginative 
composer of delightful and 
expressive music. Those pur-
chasing tickets will receive a 
link to the program viewing 
screen. Tickets: $28 for adults, 
$25 for seniors.

n DuPage Community Jazz 
Ensemble
Dec. 3
https://www.atthemac.org

Under the direction of 
Matt Shevitz, this livestream 
concert will showcase the 
ensemble’s repertoire span-
ning more than a century of 
large jazz ensemble composi-
tions, including original work 
from ensemble members. 
The group frequently per-
forms at the Elmhurst College 
Jazz Festival and has per-
formed at the Jazz Showcase 
in Chicago. Registrants will 
receive an email with the link 
to access the concert online. 
Time: 7:30 p.m. Cost: $7 per 
household.

n College of DuPage’s 
Chamber Orchestra
Dec. 8
https://www.atthemac.org

The Chamber Orchestra, 
under the direction of Philip 
Bauman, will perform this 
livestream concert. The 
ensemble, consisting of stu-
dent and community mem-
bers, performs traditional 
literatures for small orches-
tra/chamber music from 
the 1600s through the 21st 
century as well as less tra-
ditional chamber orchestra 
styles such as jazz, contem-
porary classical, theater and 
film music. Registrants will 
receive an email with the link 
to access the concert online. 
Time: 7:30 p.m. Cost: $7 per 
household.

n Amy Speace
Dec. 12
http://www.acousticren.
com

A modern folksinger whose 
music nods to the genre’s 
1970s glory days, Amy Speace 
has spent two decades 
chronicling the high marks, 
heartbreaks and hard roads 
of a life logged on the road. 
She will perform via lives-
tream as part of the Acoustic 
Renaissance Concert series 
usually held at the Unitarian 
Church of Hinsdale. Time: 
7:15 p.m. Tickets: $12. 

ON STAGE

n Dennis Watkins: The Magic 
Parlour at Home
Fridays & Saturdays 
through Nov. 28
https://www.atthemac.org/
events/dennis-watkins

Dennis Watkins has cre-
ated an all-new interactive 
virtual magic show that will 
be delivered right to living 
room screen. The 75-minute 
show is aimed at ages 10 
and up, and viewers should 
bring their own deck of cards. 
Time: 8 p.m. Tickets: $65 per 
household.

n ‘Couples’
Ongoing
(708) 246-3380
https://www.theatrewest-
ernsprings.com

The Theatre of Western 
Springs presents this new 
quarantine comedy by Sean 
Grennan (“The Tin Woman,” 
“Making God Laugh”) which 
was specifically written to be 
performed on Zoom. This 
one-hour play follows Dr. 
Sharon Mercer as she holds 
two virtual group marriage 
counseling sessions. Tickets 
are available at another time 
by visiting the website listed 
above. Cost: $10.

SIGN UP NOW

n Tech Lab Tuesday
Nov. 24
https://www.hinsdaleli-
brary.info

Members of the Hinsdale 
Public Library’s Adult 
Services team will be on 
hand in this Zoom session 
to answer questions about 
phones, tablets, comput-
ers and software packages. 
Include an email address 
when registering to receive 

Please turn to Page 30

Continued from Page 26
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EVERYWHERE ELSE IT’S HEALTHCARE

HERE, IT’S PERSONAL
ALEXANDER HANTEL, MD - ONCOLOGY/HEMATOLOGY
For Dr. Alexander Hantel, without the patient, there is no purpose. That’s 
what drives him to make every patient feel like they’re the only one in his 
care. After 27 years of building the Cancer Center from the ground up, he 
knows all good medicine is personal. That’s how we operate day in and 
day out at Edward-Elmhurst Health. Because for us, THIS IS PERSONAL.
ThisIsPersonalEEH.org 
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the online meeting invitation. 
Hours: 4 to 6 p.m. RR

■ A Conversation with author 
Susan O’Byrne
Dec. 1
https://www.hinsdaleli-
brary.info

Join this virtual inter-
view with Hinsdale’s Susan 
O’Byrne, whose newest 
novel, “Kansas, She Said,” 
came out in August. Its pub-
lication follows her popular 
“Coffee Spoons and Other 
Stories” short story collection. 
Include an email address 
when registering to receive 
information about the online 
meeting. Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

■ Literary Gardens 
Dec. 4
(630) 719-2468
https://www.mortonarb.
org/courses/literary-gar-
dens-online 

Join master gardener and 
natural history writer Cindy 
Crosby in this online program 
looking at great (and not-so-
great) gardens in literature 
and poetry. Discover how 
gardens and garden imagery 
figure in the works of Virginia 
Woolf, Elizabeth Goudge, 
Rumer Godden, May Sarton, 
Mary Oliver, Elizabeth 
Gilbert, Henry Mitchell, 
Barbara Kingsolver, Lewis 
Carroll and many more. 
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m. Cost: $23. 
RR, MD

SPECIAL EVENTS

■ Virtual Dessert With History
Dec. 10
https://www.cantigny.org

All ages are invited to mark 
the remembrance of Pearl 
Harbor Day with a livestream 
presentation by Kirby Larson, 
author of youth books about 
World War II including “The 
Spirit of Aloha,” the “Dogs 
of World War II” series and 
the Newberry Honor Book 
“Hattie Big Sky.” Larson will 
speak about her experience 
as a writer, historical events 
that shaped her novels and 
the resilience of the charac-
ters. While listening, make 
the special WWII dessert 
uncooked chocolate pie (rec-
ipe available online). Time: 5 
to 6:15 p.m. RR

TEENS & TWEENS

Get them what they wish for…

Ski, Snowboard & Specialty Sport ing Goods

41 S Washington St.  |  Hinsdale  |  630. 323.4320
www.kingkeyser.com

Skis the Limit
this Christmas!
Skis the 

the

PULSE

Please turn to Page 34

Continued from Page 28
SORT
METHOD

Liz O’Brien
Professional Organizer

708.624.0826
liz@sortmethod.com
www.sortmethod.com

SIMPLE. SPACE. SOLUTIONS.

https://www.hinsdaleli/
http://brary.info/
https://www.mortonarb/
https://www.cantigny.org/
http://www.kingkeyser.com/
mailto:liz@sortmethod.com
http://www.sortmethod.com/
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Mortgage loans up to $20MM*
A commitment to Hinsdale homebuyers.

We know that Hinsdale area home prices have many buyers seeking jumbo 
mortgages. That’s why we’re committed to meeting the demand for loans of 
up to $20MM, even for vacation homes.

Call me today or visit www.pncmortgage.com/jandehansen.

*Additional restrictions may apply.

PNC is a registered service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”). All loans are provided by PNC€Bank,€National Association, a subsidiary of 
PNC, and€are€subject to credit approval and property appraisal.

©2017-2020 and TM, NerdWallet, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
©2020 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association.

◊

Jande Stillman Hansen 
Mortgage Loan Officer 
NMLS# 418584
630-235-9671
jande.hansen@pnc.com

http://www.pncmortgage.com/jandehansen.
mailto:jande.hansen@pnc.com


chris@chrispequet.com
630.327.5175

© 2020 Jameson Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty Logo are service marks licensed to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC and used with permission. Jameson Real Estate LLC fully supports the 
principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Any services or products provided by independently owned and operated franchisees are not provided by, affiliated with or related to Sotheby’s International 
Realty Affiliates LLC nor any of its affiliated companies.

The Gracious Listing Program ... Elite Featured Homes
Tis The Season of Giving Back!

In The Spirit Of The Holiday Season, 
From Now Thru The End Of The 
Year, List Your Home Or Buy One Of 
These Elite Properties. AND Chris 
Pequet Will Donate A Portion Of Her 
Commission To Your Favorite Charity! 
Call For Details. 

 Happy Holidays!

100 Glendale Ave | Hinsdale

$1,397,000

5615 S Washington St | Hinsdale

$1,799,000

122 Maumell St | Hinsdale

$1,050,000

305 Kenmare Dr | Burr Ridge

$839,000

132 Briarwood Ave | Oak Brook

$589,000

3605 Madison St | Oak brook

$1,399,000

134 N Lincoln St | Hinsdale

$1,699,000

568 N Vine St | Hinsdale

$1,499,000
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(630) 325-3400  

BUILD TO SUIT AVAILABLE  |  CALL FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
MCNAUGHTONDEVELOPMENT.COM

391 WESTERN AVENUE, CLARENDON HILLS
2 Story with Finished Lower Level

4,400 sq. ft.
$1,399,900

Delivery February 2021

551 N. MADISON, HINSDALE
Ranch with Finished Lower Level

5,450 sq. ft.
$1,824,900

Move-in Ready

PULSE

■ American Red Cross 
Babysitters Certification
Nov. 23
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St., Hinsdale
(630) 323-7500
https://www.thecommunit-
yhouse.org

Kids ages 11-16 can get the 
knowledge, skill and con-
fidence needed to care for 
infants and school-age chil-
dren. This training will help 
participants develop skills in 
leadership and professional-
ism, safety and safe play and 
first aid through video, activ-
ities, hands-on skills training 
and discussion. Participants 
should bring a sack lunch. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Cost: $100. RR, MD

WEE ONES

■ Nature Tots
Dec. 4 & 21
Lake View Nature Center
17W063 Hodges Road, 
Oakbrook Terrace
(630) 789-7090
https://www.villageofhins-

dale.org/pr
Toddlers ages 1 1/2-3 with 

an adult will explore the won-
ders of nature through “loose 
parts” play while learning 
teamwork and sharing skills. 
There will be outside play 
each class. Time: 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m. Cost: $10 per class.

■ Budding Naturalists
Dec. 18
Lake View Nature Center
17W063 Hodges Road, 
Oakbrook Terrace
(630) 789-7090
https://www.villageofhins-
dale.org/pr

Kids age 4-6 can take a 
closer look at nature and 
local wildlife through sketch-
ing, hiking, collecting, open 
play and more. This is a drop-
off program and children 
should be dressed for the out-
doors (weather permitting). 
Time: 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. Cost: 
$19. RR

Key
RR - registration required

MD - member discount

Continued from Page 30

Pet pic of the week
Emory is a beauti-
ful tabby cat who is 
looking for her for-
ever home, with kids 
of all ages. She’s a 
sweet 1-year-old girl 
whose adoption fee 
is $75. The Hinsdale 
Humane Society 
Tuthill Family Pet 
Rescue & Resource 
Center is currently 
closed to the public, 
but anyone who is 
interested in adopt-
ing a pet can fill out 
an online applica-
tion at https://www.
hinsdalehumaneso-
ciety.org and then 
call (630) 323-5630 
for an interview. 
Temporary adop-
tion hours are noon 
to 6 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday and 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday and 
Sunday. (photo pro-
vided)

http://mcnaughtondevelopment.com/
https://www.thecommunit/
http://yhouse.org/
https://www.villageofhins/
http://dale.org/pr
https://www.villageofhins/
http://dale.org/pr
http://ciety.org/
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630.294.7453
briana@atproperties.com

414 N GARFIELD AVENUE, HINSDALE
3 BEDS, 1.1 BATHS | $649,000

5746 S PARK, HINSDALE
2 BEDS, 2 BATHS | $285,000

817 JUSTINA STREET, HINSDALE
5 BEDS, 4.1 BATHS | $799,000

STAGING CONSULTATIONS 

INCLUDED AT NO COST TO 

ALL MY LISTINGS

FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO HELP YOU FIND THE PERFECT HOME

DOWNSIZE, UPSIZE, RIGHT SIZE - I  CAN FIND IT!

2546 HUNTLEIGH LANE, WOODRIDGE
2 BEDS, 2.1 BATHS | $345,000

AVA
IL

A
BLE

Grateful...

mailto:briana@atproperties.com
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n Shop Hinsdale for the 
Holidays
Ongoing
https://villageofhinsdale.org

To encourage people to 
shop locally, a secret Santa 
will surprise shoppers in 
Hinsdale stores with a $25 
gift card valid at any Hinsdale 
retailer, spa or restaurant.

n Hinsdale Holiday Trees 
Ornament making & contest
Through Nov. 25
Village Hall
19 E. Chicago Ave.
(630) 789-7090
https://villageofhinsdale.org

Help decorate the Hinsdale 
holiday trees in Burlington 
Park by making a homemade 
ornament and entering it in 
the contest to win a prize. 
Ornaments should be made 
of weatherproof material and 
should not have sharp edges, 
pointy ends or heavy materi-
als. A 10- to 12-inch string or 
twine should be attached for 
hanging. Submissions should 
not contain content that 
promotes foul language or 
discrimination or is deemed 
graphic, obscene or explicit. 
Ornaments should be deliv-
ered with the entry form, 
which is available online, 
to village hall between 10 
a.m. and 3 p.m. weekdays. 
The contest deadline is Nov. 
25; other ornaments will be 
accepted through Dec. 7. 
Winners will be announced 
Dec. 7. 

n Illumination: Tree Lights
Nov. 20-Jan. 3
Morton Arboretum
4100 Route 53, Lisle
https://www.mortonarb.org/
illumination

The arboretum’s annu-
al holiday event has been 
reimagined as driving expe-
rience featuring new displays 
and returning favorites. 
Guests will remain in their 
cars and tune to a synced 
musical soundtrack via radio 
while driving nearly two 
miles, beginning with pas-
sage through a new tunnel of 
lights. Timed tickets must be 
purchased in advance; they 
will not be sold on-site during 
the event. Times: 5 to 10 p.m. 
Sundays through Thursdays; 
5 to 11 p.m. Fridays & 
Saturdays; open all holidays. 
Tickets: $39-$49 per vehicle. 
RR, MD

n ‘A Christmas Carol’
Nov. 27-29

https://www.atthemac.org
(630) 942-3008

This adaptation of the 
Charles Dickens classic 
was written specifically for 
students at the College of 
DuPage and performed for 
the first time in 2004. The 
2020 production is being 
filmed and presented on 
Zoom. This 70-minute ver-
sion of a heartwarming clas-
sic Christmas story is perfect 
for all ages. There will be 

post-show discussions on 
Zoom with members of the 
production team Nov. 27 and 
with the director and actors 
Nov. 28. Performances: 7 p.m. 
Nov. 27, 3 and 7 p.m. Nov. 
28 and 29. Tickets: $16 per 
household.

n Holiday Magic
Nov 27-Dec. 31
Brookfield Zoo
3400 31st St.

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

Please turn to Page 38

CLEAN & CHECK your 
FURNACE

Be Ready for a Cold Winter

Use this coupon for $20 OFF

Call (708) 246-3300 for an appointment
6500 Joliet Rd., Countryside, IL 
www.heatengineering.com

Heating & Air Conditioning Contractors
Quality Service since 1948

We service all furnaces & boilers.

https://villageofhinsdale.org/
https://villageofhinsdale.org/
https://www.mortonarb.org/
https://www.atthemac.org/
http://www.heatengineering.com/
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630.780.1913
McClearyGroup.com

MMcCleary@BHHSChicago.comMegan McCleary Tom McCleary

© 2020 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance 
Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.   If your property is currently listed for sale with 
a broker/agent, this is not intended as a solicitation of that listing. All information provided herein deemed reliable. 

R E A L  E S T A T EExpertise | Service | Results 

“A home is one of the most important assets that most 
people will ever buy. Homes are also where memories are 
made and you want to work with someone you can trust.”

 - Warren Buffett, chairman and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

mailto:MMcCleary@bhhschicago.com


Buying a home is likely one of the most important purchases 
you’ll make and can be the beginning of a lifetime of 
memories. That’s why choosing a lender — and the right 
home mortgage consultant — is as important as choosing 
your mortgage.

CS
52
18

108192-4 -

Contact me to get started.

Home is where your story begins

04/20 

Peter Harrison de Jong 
Home Mortgage Consultant 
Phone: 630-655-5550 
Cell: 773-896-3755 
peter.dejong@wellsfargo.com 
NMLSR ID 442532 

Information is accurate as of date of printing and is subject to 
change without notice. Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a 
division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. © 2017 Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801.  
REV 3/18  

777 N. York Rd., Hinsdale, IL  |  630.887.0088  |  primentendermeats.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9am-6pm; Sun 11am-3pm

Follow us on Facebook/Instagram to keep up with weekly specials and menu items!

• Quality Meats & 
 Delicious Oven-Ready Items

• Housemade Salads & Sandwiches

• Specialty Grocery Products

Gourmet Butcher Shop

Thanksgiving Favorites
– ACCEPTING ORDERS NOW! – 

• Rosebud Farm FRESH Turkeys
• Rosebud Boneless Turkey Breasts
• Private Label Bone-In Smoked Hams
• Boar’s Head Boneless Hams

Delicious HOMEMADE Side Dishes
• Nana’s Homemade Sage Bread Stuffing
• Mashed Potato Casserole
• Sweet Potato Casserole
• Homemade Cranberry Sauce & Turkey Gravy
• MUCH MORE!
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HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

(630) 688-8400
https://www.czs.org

Brookfield Zoo is offer-
ing an expanded schedule 
for its 39th annual Holiday 
Magic, with 10 evenings 
added and expanded hours 
to allow zoogoers to enjoy 
the holiday lights before the 
zoo temporarily closes to the 
public Jan. 1-Feb. 28, with 
plans to reopen on March 
1, within state restrictions. 
Visitors will enjoy more 
than 1 million twinkling 
LED lights, a 600-foot-long 
tunnel featuring lights syn-
chronized to music, a 41-foot 
tree and more. Families 
can take a photo next to a 
cut-out of Santa Claus and 
enjoy seasonal outdoor 
food stands selling funnel 
cakes, cinnamon sugar pret-
zels, pizza, burgers, spiced 
wine, hot chocolate, beer 
and more. Tickets must be 
reserved online. Times: 3 to 
9 p.m. Fridays to Sundays, 
Nov. 27-29, Wednesdays 
to Sundays, Dec. 2-20, and 
Saturday to Thursday, Dec 
26-31. Admission: $24.95 for 
adults, $17.95 for ages 3-11, 
$19.95 for seniors 65 and 
older plus $15 parking. RR, 
MD

■ Holiday Movies and Music: 
A Virtual Celebration
Dec. 1
https://clarendonhillslibrary.
org
(630) 323-8188

Take a virtual journey back 
over the past century of film 
history as the Clarendon Hills 
Library presents “Holiday 
Movies and Music.” Presenter 
John LeGear showcases some 
of the happiest and most 
memorable holiday moments 
from classic and popular 
films. The presentation will 
include songs — including 
a couple of sing-alongs — 
dances and magical movie 
scenes from some of the most 
warmly embraced holiday 
films of all time. Time: 7 p.m.

■ Photos with Santa Paws
Dec. 2 & 5
Pet Rescue and Resource 
Center
21 Salt Creek Lane, 
Hinsdale
https://www.hinsdalehu-
manesociety.org/events/
santa-paws
(630) 323-5630

Hinsdale Humane Society 
will take family photos with 

Santa and family friendly 
pet(s) in a safe, socially dis-
tanced environment, com-
plete with holiday vendors, 
reindeer food for the kids 
and more. Masks will be 
required at all times but can 
be removed during photos. 
(Santa will be socially dis-
tanced from your family). 
Pictures will be available for 
download after the event. 
Register and choose a time 
slot on the website listed 
above. Times: 4 to 8 p.m. Dec. 
2, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Dec. 5. 
Registration: $20 per family. 

■ Womens’ Life: A Special 
Christmas Gathering
Dec. 3
The Village Church
4475 Wolf Rd., Western 
Springs
https://www.wsbc.info/
womenslife 

Join in on this morn-
ing filled with beautiful 
Christmas music, festive dec-
orations and a heartwarming 
Christmas message to cel-
ebrate the beginning of the 
season.  Childcare (nursery 
to kindergarten) and remote 
learning stations (kindergar-
ten to fifth grade) provided. 
All IDPH and CDC guidelines 
will be adhered to. Time: 9:30 
a.m. RR

■ Celebrate the Season
Dec. 5
Cantigny Park
1SS151 Winfield Road, 
Wheaton
(630) 668-5161
https://www.cantigny.org

Families and children of 
all ages are invited to the 
park, which will be deco-
rated for the holidays. An 
assortment of activities and 
offerings are planned to 
kick off the season in style. 
Visitors are encouraged to 
bring a new, unwrapped toy 
for the Marine Toys for Tots 
drop boxes inside the visi-
tors center. Time: 1 to 7 p.m. 
Admission: $5 parking; free 
with toy donation.

■ Holidays at the Museum
Dec. 5, 12 & 19
Hinsdale History Museum
15 S. Clay St.
https://www.hinsdalehisto-
ry.org

The museum will be deco-
rated and dressed up for the 
holidays. Celebrate the joy 
of the season and learn what 
Victorian Christmas tradi-

Please turn to Page 40

Continued from Page 36

mailto:peter.dejong@wellsfargo.com
http://primentendermeats.com/
https://www.czs.org/
https://www.hinsdalehu/
http://manesociety.org/events/
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https://www.hinsdalehisto/
http://ry.org/
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From the City to the Suburbs

400 W. Hickory  |  Hinsdale

SOL
D

A reflection on our experience with Jack Brennan… 

From the start of our selling process, Jack listened to and understood our needs. He 

quickly showed his expertise of the market, likely buyer pool, and how to best position our 

home in a competitive field. He effectively demonstrated correct pricing strategy based on 

relevant comparable sales and listings data. Jack’s marketing efforts were unmatched - 

from the initial light staging of our home to the impressive “lifestyle” video portraying not 

only our home, but the Hinsdale lifestyle. We knew this was a critical component with out-

of-town buyers and restrictio
ns due to COVID-19. Jack’s detailed approach was spot on. 

The key to a successful broker is their ability to keep the owners committed to the plan. 

Jack gave us comfort to believe in his process and always stay the course. Jack provided 

a calm and steady execution of his marketing initiatives and seamlessly adjusted for any 

guidelines that were in place due to a global pandemic. Jack was early to recognize the 

strong buyer demand coming from the city, and his relationships with city brokers were 

critical in creating demand for our suburban home. 

Jack created a sense of urgency on the buying side, which drove up contract pricing and 

terms. He listened to all parties and was quick to understand the key deal points on each 

side. This truly allowed him to bring together a win-win transaction. Jack continued to 

efficiently manage all parties - buyers, sellers, attorneys, appraisal, lenders - to make sure 

the contract process never slowed. 

Jack has drive, insights and capabilities well beyond his age. He never stops working until 

your home sale closes - and beyond. He has a true understanding of the suburban market 

and how to highlight a home within it to maximize price and overall experience.  

Without reservation, we highly recommend Jack! 

Kirsten & Dave Cunningham  

Previous Owners of 400 W. Hickory, Hinsdale

414 N. Quincy  |  Hinsdale

SOL
D

Jack Brennan
630.532.0011 

jack.brennan@clphomes.com 
108 South Washington Street 

 Hinsdale, IL 60521

SOL
D

9021 Royal Drive  |  Burr Ridge

REN
TED

816 W. Hubbard, #5  | Chicago

REN
TED

330 N. Jefferson, #907 | Chicago

1602 Burr Ridge Club  |  Burr Ridge 

SOL
D

821 W. Wrightwood, #1 | Chicago 

REN
TED

757 N. Orleans, #1711 |  Chicago

REN
TED

Know Jack.

233 Meadowbrook Ln  |  Hinsdale 
Co-Listed with Courtney Stach 

SOL
D

mailto:jack.brennan@clphomes.com


WORSHIP BEYOND WALLS

STREAMING SERVICES 
EVERY SUNDAY AT 9:00AM

Welcome to the transformative power 
of Christ’s love; if you’re here, you belong.

Please visit

watch.gracehinsdale.org

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
120 E. 1ST STREET, HINSDALE, IL

777 N. York Road Gateway Square, 
Hinsdale

 630.986.0000
www.idesignsalon.com 

iDesign Salon Hinsdale @idesignsalonhinsdale

Hinsdale’s Premier
Salon & Blow Dry Bar 

CELEBRATINGCELEBRATING

2000 - September - 2020

YEARS
—STRONG—

 We are the #1 Great Lengths 
Certified Salon in the West Suburbs.
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HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

tions entailed with scheduled 
tours for groups of up to six 
people on these Saturdays. 
Small groups will enjoy the 
private tour as well as refresh-
ments. Reservations must be 
made in advance. RR

■ A Tower Chorale Virtual 
Christmas
Dec. 6
https://www.towerchorale.
worldsecuresystems.com

Through the magic of tech-
nology, the Tower Chorale 
will sing five holiday favor-
ites: “Bring a Torch, Jeanette 
Isabella,” “O Holy Night,” 
“Angels We Have Heard on 
High,” “Still, Still, Still” and 
“Hope for Resolution.” Visit 
the website listed above for 
the link. Time: 3 p.m. Cost: 
Free; donations are appreci-
ated.  

■ CarolFest
Dec. 6
https://www.christchurch.
us

Christ Church of Oak 
Brook will present virtually 

its annual CarolFest concert 
consisting of familiar carols 
and selections from Handel’s 
renowned “Messiah.” This 
year’s event will feature, 
in part, the members of 
the Chancel Choir along 
with a very small Chamber 
Orchestra. Invite friends and 
family to tune in for this most 
festive occasion as part of 
Advent preparations. Time: 3 
and 6 p.m.

■ Family Gingerbread Houses
Dec. 15
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
https://www.hinsdaleli-
brary.info
(630) 986-1976

Families can register and 
then stop by the library 
to pick up their very own 
“dream” gingerbread house 
kit starting Dec. 15. Limit one 
per Hinsdale family. Hours: 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
to Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday or 9 a.m. to noon 
Monday to Saturday for curb-
side. RR

Continued from Page 38

http://watch.gracehinsdale.org/
http://www.idesignsalon.com/
https://www.towerchorale/
http://worldsecuresystems.com/
https://www.christchurch/
https://www.hinsdaleli/
http://brary.info/
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108 S. Washington St., Hinsdale, IL 60521
630.209.1115
CLPHomes.com

Representing the
better area real estate

for over 25 years!

Warm Wishes 
for a 

Happy Thanksgiving 
from Our Family to Yours

Courtney Stach
courtney.stach@clphomes.com

The Courtney Stach Group 
APPROACHING $30 MILLION

IN SALES FOR 2020

mailto:courtney.stach@clphomes.com
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Colleen C. Wilcox
colleen.wilcox@compass.com

630.291.9289

5719 S GRANT ST |  UNIT 102

3 BD | 2 BA | 1 1/2 Baths | $719,000

Indulge in 
The Hamptons 
of Hinsdale

Three levels of luxurious living provide much needed space 
for the current work-from-home landscape, with all the perks 
of a townhome. Charm exudes throughout all 2,473 sq ft 
while providing an inviting open floor plan sprinkled with 
luxury finishes. Steps to top notch schools and the historic 
Village of downtown Hinsdale, paired with a quick commute 
to downtown Chicago make this truly a best of both worlds 
gem. However, only one will be lucky enough to call it ‘home’.
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SPIRIT OF GIVING

ANDY LEE
real estate broker

312.320.5595
andylee@atproperties.com

FIND JOY IN ALL  
THINGS HOME.

BILL KIMBALL
real estate broker

BILL KNOWS HINSDALE
As a 3rd-generation Hinsdalean, my area market expertise partnered 
with @properties’ local leadership, national and international reach 

yields a true win wherever your real estate needs take you.

Know your neighborhood - Hinsdale Market Report:

*Source: MRED LLC.com Data represents the average over the past 3 months. All information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

630.887 .5550
bill@billkimball.com

Average Sales 
Price*

$1,127,426

Average Days on
Market*

181

Sales Prices vs. 
List Price*

84%

■ Tree of Remembrance 
Nov. 22-Dec. 25
Lincoln and First streets, 
Hinsdale
(630) 856-6993

Amita St. Thomas Hospice 
once again will decorate its 
Tree of Remembrance out-
side of BMO Harris Bank. 
Community members are able 
to make a donation and have 
a loved one’s name listed on 
the boards beside the tree. 
Envelopes will be available 

next to the tree. Questions? 
Call the number listed above 
or send an email to Rosemarie.
Cohen@amitahealth.org.

■ Honor Central Teachers
Through Dec. 11
https://www.hinsdalecen-
tralfoundation.org

During these unusual times, 
rather than an individual 
gift, consider making a dona-
tion to the Hinsdale Central 
Foundation. This can include 

a teacher, coach, sponsor, 
counselor, or staff member. 
Parents also can donate in 
the name of their own former 
teachers/coaches. The hon-
oree will receive a letter with 
the donor’s personal message 
included and a special cer-
tificate to display. Donations 
help support programming 
that benefits teachers, stu-
dents, and families through-
out Red Devil Nation. Send 
an email to clambert2362@

gmail.com listing the personal 
to honor, his/her department 
or position, the amount of the 
donation and the personal 
message. Payment may be 
made at the website listed 
above or by Venmo to @
HCHS-Foundation. 

■ Sponsor a Homeless Animal
https://www.hinsdalehu-
manesociety.org

Animal sponsorships are a 
great way to support homeless 

animals and a great gift idea. 
For a minimum sponsorship 
of $50, recipients will help 
provide care for an animal 
of their choosing, receive a 
personalized gift sponsorship 
certificate and listing on the 
society’s website, if desired. 
Sponsorships can be pur-
chased online. Questions? 
Call Deborah Kraus at (630) 
323-5630, Ext. 32, or email her 
at deborah.kraus@hinsdale-
humanesociety.org.

mailto:colleen.wilcox@compass.com
mailto:andylee@atproperties.com
source:MREDLLC.comDatarepresents
mailto:bill@billkimball.com
mailto:Cohen@amitahealth.org
https://www.hinsdalecen/
http://tralfoundation.org/
http://gmail.com/
https://www.hinsdalehu/
http://manesociety.org/
http://humanesociety.org/
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In everything give thanks

Wishing you and your family a healthy & happy holiday season.
...and remember I am never too busy for your referrals.

630.988.8995

wendywight@atproperties.com

30 S Lincoln Street, Hinsdale, IL 60521

WENDY WIGHT
Real Estate Broker

1424 TOMLIN DR 5831 S GRANT ST 5937 WILLOW SPRINGS RD 735 W 8TH ST

310 E CHICAGO AVE* 5750 ALABAMA AVE 19W006 AVENUE  NORMANDY 841 TURNBERRY LN*

4638 CUSTER AVE* 141 WILLOW CREEK LN* 607 TICONDEROGA LN* 2316 FOXMOOR LN

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

940 S THURLOW ST, HINSDALE · $849,000 · 940SThurlow.info

UNDER CONTRACT

*Buyer represented by Wendy Wight.

233 W 9TH ST, HINSDALE · $1,750,000 · 233WNinth.info

FEATURED PROPERTY

mailto:wendywight@atproperties.com
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Opportunity Awaits  
the Savvy Buyer.
Your Home. My Mission.

Susan Cook
630.205.6000 • susancookhomes.com 

susan@susancookhomes.com
Susan Cook is a Real Estate agent affiliated with Compass. Compass 
is a licensed Real Estate broker and abides by federal, state and local 
Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 22 N. Lincoln Avenue, Hinsdale IL 60521. 

604 S. Stough, Hinsdale
4 BED, 2 1/2 BATH

$579,000

NEW TO MARKET

http://susancookhomes.com/
mailto:susan@susancookhomes.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

www.powellfuneraldirectors.com

Brian Powell, Sr.
Brian Powell, Jr.

Powell
Funeral
Directors
Caring for Hinsdale 
for 39 years

Facilities available at:
7000 S. Madison St.

630.703.9131

www.adolfservices.com

7000 S. MADISON STREET

WILLOWBROOK, IL

630.325.2300

2921 S. HARLEM AVENUE

BERWYN, IL

708.484.4111

Outstanding Service
And Amenities

343906Classes are available on-line or in-person. Also applies to Drum & Piano lessons.

Elizabeth “Libby” Scott Melvin and James Sterling 
MacVicar were married the weekend of July 25, 2020, 
at Christ Church of Oak Brook and Cathedral Hall at 
The University Club of Chicago.

Libby is the daughter of Elizabeth Whitsell and 
David Lloyd Melvin of Hinsdale.

The groom is the son of Cheryl Nozicka of Battle 
Creek, Mich., and of Neil MacVicar of Holt, Mich.

The wedding party included Mackenzie Melvin, 
Courtney Melvin, Kate Melvin, Caroline Shlackman, 
Stephanie Wisner, Jill Doherty, Elizabeth Chase, Claire 
VanderHart, Alex MacVicar, David Whitsell Melvin, Bo 
Reppin, David Rynties, Patrick Smith, Thomas Shaver, 
Patrick Goldin and Jon Bauer. The ceremony at both 
locations was officiated by The Rev. Daniel Meyer.

The reception and dinner party were held in 
Cathedral Hall at the University Club of Chicago.

The bride is a 2012 graduate of Hinsdale Central 
High School. She earned a bachelor’s in communica-
tions with honors from University of Illinois in 2016. 
She is a country manager with the network manage-
ment team at The Northern Trust Corp. in Chicago, 
serving as the bank’s liaison to Central and South 
American correspondent banks. 

The groom is a 2008 graduate of Lansing Christian 
School. He earned a bachelor’s in physics with a minor 
in computer science from Michigan State University in 
2012. He is a security architect specialist at Accenture 
in the firm’s identity and access management organi-
zation.

The couple enjoyed a mini-moon in Anna Maria 
Island and is living in Lincoln Park. 

Libby Melvin and James MacVicar

http://www.powellfuneraldirectors.com/
http://www.adolfservices.com/
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HinsdaleMeadows.com | 630.413.4962 

H I NSDA LE M E A D OWS
WHEN “HOME” BECOMES MORE THAN JUST A HOME...

Luxury Single Family and Duplex Villa Homes offering exceptional living with space to relax, work and play, 

including a 52-acre park “right out your door”. Come discover how your Home can become so much more.
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The First of its Kind

T H E 
BU T LE R

This is not an offer to sell. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. The developer reserves the right to make modifications in materials, specifications, plans, designs, pricing, scheduling and delivery of the homes without prior notice. All measurements and square footage are approximate. Com-
pass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of Illinois and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage. Not intended to solicit property where prohibited and nothing herein shall be deemed a representation that Compass is the exclusive listing agent for the property.

John Donatelli 

708.227.1908
john.donatelli@compass.com 
2044 W Roscoe St
Chicago, IL 60618

Kris Berger

630.975.0088
kris.berger@compass.com
36 S Washington St 
Hinsdale, IL 60521

Introducing The Butler of Oak Brook-City style living in 

a community you know and love. 22 Stories of Luxurious Living.

Now Taking Reservations –

Please Contact Us for Information

mailto:john.donatelli@compass.com
mailto:kris.berger@compass.com
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Kris Berger
Hinsdale
630.975.0088
kris.berger@compass.com
www.krisbergergroup.com

Kris Berger is a Real Estate agent affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed Real Estate broker with a principal office 
in Chicago, IL and abides by all applicable Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for 
informational purposes only, is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, and changes without 
notice. All measurements and square  footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing 
herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of Real Estate brokerage.

18 Charleston Rd., Hinsdale
$849,000 | 6 BD | 5 BA

New to the Market

mailto:kris.berger@compass.com
http://www.krisbergergroup.com/
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McGAREL AIR, Inc.
A professional and reliable company 

you can count on!

McGarel Air, Inc. specialize in furnace and air conditioning repair/service and 
replacement/installation for Residential, Commercial, and New Construction.

THANK YOU FOR 34 YEARS.  95% OF WORK IS REFERRAL.
Special thank you to the Mom’s List for many years of referrals!

MCGAREL AIR, INC.
1431 Opus Place, Suite 110 | Downers, Grove, IL  60515
www.mcgarelairinc.com

Jack McGarel  
(630) 461-8719  |  McAir1@aol.com

Established in 1986

Serving Hinsdale, Clarendon Hills, Burr Ridge, Oak Brook & surrounding communities.
Proudly using Trane and Amana products.

Thinking of buying in Naples, Florida?
Second home? Investment Property? 
Primary Residence? 
Give me a call to find your DREAM home in paradise!

Thinking about moving or buying 
a second home in NAPLES, FLORIDA?

Laurel McGarel
440-342-7292

LaurelMcGarel@gmail.com
www.LaurelMcGarel.com

“Laurel was a pleasure to work with. From the moment we contacted her 
she worked extremely hard for us and always had our best interests in 
mind. We had a small window of time to find a house and she cleared her 
schedule to help us. We could not have found a better realtor and would 
recommend her to anyone looking for their perfect home.” 

 – Jim C., Downers Grove, IL

“There isn’t enough words to describe what an amazing, driven, dedicated, and 
caring person Laurel is; not only as a person, but as a professional. I always say 
that in life you are either a driver or a passenger. She is a driver in a convoy 
of her own personal army. LOL... I have personally been in the real estate 
business in the past and you cannot find a more dedicated agent than her. I 
met her in a restaurant, she found places for me to see the next day. I made 
an offer in 24 hours and she had it wrapped in a bow and closed in around 
15 days. A true blessing!!! I would recommend her any day of the week; 7 days 
a week; 365 days a year! She gets it done with a smile and charisma like no 
other! No need to look any further!” – Stephanie T., Toledo Ohio

Testimonials...

http://www.mcgarelairinc.com/
mailto:McAir1@aol.com
mailto:LaurelMcGarel@gmail.com
http://www.laurelmcgarel.com/
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Let’s Move.

 Mike McCurry Group is a team of Real Estate agents affiliated with Compass - One Grant Square - Hinsdale, IL. Compass is a licensed Real Estate broker with a principal office in Chicago, IL and abides by all applicable 
Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only, is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, and changes without notice. All measure-
ments and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of Real Estate brokerage. 
Compass Concierge: Rules & exclusions apply. Compass offers no guarantee or warranty of results. Subject to additional terms and conditions. 1 Grant Square 2nd Floor, Hinsdale, IL 60521.

Mike McCurry

One Grant Square, 2nd Floor • Hinsdale, IL 60521 
mike@mccurryhomes.com
630.447.9393 • themccurrygroup.com

I launched my real estate career in the 
Hinsdale-Clarendon Hills market during the 
1990s housing recession. Against the odds, 
I grew my business after the 2008 stock 
market crash.

And most recently, I’ve worked diligently to 
serve local families and businesses through 
a global pandemic. Why? Because nothing is 
more important to me than helping people in 
my community make meaningful moves.

Ready to make a meaningful move? Let’s chat.

For 30+ years, I’ve helped 
more than 1,500 local 
families and businesses 
as a full-time realtor.

mailto:mike@mccurryhomes.com
http://themccurrygroup.com/
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WELLNESS HOUSE 
BALL A SUCCESS

The annual Wellness House 
Ball Oct. 17 raised more than 
$425,000 to benefit programs 
for people affected by cancer.

The first virtual ball was 
attended by more than 500 
people in small gatherings 
hosted by donors and board 
and community members.

The event was chaired by 
Allison and Rob Knuepfer and 

Kerstin and Geoff Regnery.
The livestream program 

included special messages and 
a video that shared stories of 
Wellness House participants.

COLLEGE BOARD
HONORS STUDENTS 

Six students from Hinsdale 
Central have been recognized 
by programs of the College 
Board. 

Alonso Guerrero, Jacob 
Marquez, Melanie Quinones, 
John Rivera and Maria Rivera 
have been selected for the 
College Board’s National 
Hispanic Recognition 
Program.

Moses Yawe has been select-
ed for the College Board’s 
National African American 
Recognition Program.

The students earned this 
honor by achieving a min-
imum score on the PSAT/

NMSQT and by having a 
cumulative GPA of 3.5 or high-
er by the middle of their junior 
year.

SCHOLASTIC BOWL 
TEAMS TAKE FIRST

The Hinsdale Central JV 
Scholastic Bowl A and B teams 
had a great showing at the 
Illinois High School Scholastic 
Bowl Coaches Association 

Novice tournament. Both 
teams took first place in their 
respective divisions heading 
into the finals on Oct. 24.

Team A — Merwin D’Souza, 
Eric Brugge, Ben Newton, 
Jibran Haque and Liam 
Carden — went on to win the 
championship for its division. 
Team B — Akshay Undevia, 
Alexander Hillman, Jeffrey 
Liu, Alex Burt and Shahaan 
Shafi —  finished in the top 10 
in its division.

 
 

 
 

opening doors . . .

20 E. Maple Street 
Hinsdale, IL 60521 

630.986.1976 
www.hinsdalelibrary.info opening doors . . .

 
 

Hinsdale Art Display

Tuesday, December 1 
Grades K–8

Submit a copy of your  
artwork for display in the 
Library! Drop off an original  
or copy or send it to  
youth@hinsdalelibrary.info. 

20 E. Maple Street, Hinsdale, IL 60521

630.986.1976
www.hinsdalelibrary.info

VIRTUAL: Holiday Tech  
Gift Guide

Wednesday, December 9 
7:00 pm–8:00 pm

Find great tech gifts from 
kitchen gadgets to phone 
accessories. All price points 
covered. Register at the  
Library, over the phone,  
or online. 

VIRTUAL: Author Event with 
Susan O’Byrne

December 1 at 7:00 pm

Enjoy a conversation with 
Hinsdale author Susan  
O’Byrne. Her latest novel, 
“Kansas, She Said,” was  
released in August. Regis-
ter at the Library, over the 
phone, or online. 

Nov 2020 ad.indd   1 11/10/2020   3:25:29 PM

GOOD NEWS

mailto:youth@hinsdalelibrary.info
http://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
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630.712.1210
cathybalice@atproperties.com

“I would highly recommend Cathy Balice! 
She did a wonderful job on both the sell 
and the buy. She helped us get our home 
ready to put on the market while we 
searched and found our dream home! She 
knows the area so well... she did a fabulous 
job throughout the entire process.” -JN

*buyer side

BUYING OR SELLING? CONTACT ME ABOUT ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

May your Thanksgiving be filled with Happiness, Joy & Love.

SOLD

123 Ravine, Hinsdale

SOLD

433 E 6th, Hinsdale

SOLD

4644 N Ozark, Norridge

551 Phillippa, Hinsdale

377 Gilbert, Wood Dale

SOLD

6105 Timber Ridge, Indian Head Park

SOLD

4N650 High Meadow, St. Charles

SOLD

6401 Wesley, Willowbrook*

SOLD

29 Concord, Oak Brook*

SOLD

943 Allmen, Hinsdale

546 N Oak, Hinsdale

411 W Ontario #506, Chicago*

723 Crest, Schaumburg713 S Grant, Hinsdale*

612 Wharton, Lake Forest 940 Maple #214, Downers Grove*

111 Hiawatha, Clarendon Hills*

148 Chestnut Hills #148, Burr Ridge

SOLD

3308 Club, Naperville*

AVAIL
ABLE

327 Forest, Hinsdale

I WANT TO THANK MY CLIENTS AND FRIENDS FOR A SUCCESSFUL 2020.

I AM GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

RENTED

RENTED

RENTED

SOLD

mailto:cathybalice@atproperties.com
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A PERFECT SETTING IN DOWNTOWN ELMHURST! 

www.105cottagehill.com  •   daver@realtor.com

http://www.105cottagehill.com/
mailto:daver@realtor.com
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SELLING THE SUBURBAN LIFESTYLE

108 S. Washington St.
Hinsdale, IL 60521
630-789-3030
CLPHomes.com

Representing the
better area real estate

for over 25 years!

133 N. WASHINGTON ST - HINSDALE 
Listed at $1,849,000

744 TAFT RD - HINSDALE
Listed at $3,960,000

8624 JOHNSTON RD - BURR RIDGE 
Listed at $1,449,000

415 PHILLIPPA ST - HINSDALE 
Listed at $1,199,000

321 HARRIS AVE - CLARENDON HILLS 
Listed at $1,295,000

1602 BURR RIDGE CLUB DR - BURR RIDGE 
Listed at $995,000

181 HARRIS AVE - CLARENDON HILLS
Listed at $669,000

446 LYNN CT - CLARENDON HILLS
Listed at $799,000

216 WALKER AVE - CLARENDON HILLS 
Listed at $624,000

JUST LISTED

UNDER CONTRACT

PRICE REDUCTION

SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD
BUYER BROUGHT
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VILLAGE POSTING BOARD
CLASSIFIED • SERVICE DIRECTORY • LEGAL NOTICES

So you think you’re a real Hinsdalean, eh? Tell us where you think this picture was taken and you can win a Fuller’s 
Ultimate Car Wash gift card. Send your answer to: The Hinsdalean, Village Posting Board, 7 West First St., Hinsdale, 
IL 60521. Winners will be drawn from correct answers received weekly.  Good luck! 

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING
The Hinsdalean
7 West First Street, 

Hinsdale, IL

(630) 323-4422
Fax: (630) 323-4220

Hours & Deadlines
Monday - Friday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Classified deadline:
Tuesday 4 p.m. for 

Thursday’s publication

Email:
tinaw@thehinsdalean.com

708-409-0988 • 708-738-3848

A & A Electric
Over 30 Years Experience

• Home Rewiring • All Types Electrical Work
• Additional Plugs / Switches • Ceiling Fans
• Install Plugs for Battery Operated Vehicles

 • Install Back-Up Generators & Surge Protectors
• Can Lighting & Outdoor Lighting • New AC & Garage Lines
• New 100 & 200 Amp Service • New Circuit Breaker Boxes
• Senior Citizen Discount • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

LET AN AMERICAN VET DO YOUR WORK!
Low Rates • Free Estimates • Free Home Evaluation
Residential • Commercial • We Do Small Jobs too!

We work in Hinsdale & Surrounding Suburbs

-CUSTOM CONCRETE-
Concrete Footings & Walls for Room Additions

 •Garage Slabs •Sidewalks •Stoops
 •Residential Patios and Driveways
 •Stamped and Colored Concrete

•Trench Foundations
•Exposed Aggregate
•Custom Stonework

Full Foundations for 
Residential & Commercial Buildings

49 Years Experience
Fully Insured 
Free Estimates

630-469-6898
 Ask for Greg

Cleaning Services LandscapingFirewood

Cleaning Services Home ImprovementElectrical Services

Garage DoorsConcreteCleaning Services

Serving Hinsdale for 74 Years

www.forestdoor.com

Service & 
Installation

708-652-9405
Garage Doors & 

Smart Door Openers

FREE ESTIMATES

HOME REPAIR AND REMODELING
CARPENTRY - DRYWALL 

TRIM - TILE
PAINTING - ELECTRICAL 

PLUMBING
No job too Big or too Small 

40 years experience

Craig Riendeau 678-315-2800

JANE’S GANG
Honest, Hard-Working Home Helpers!

Cleaning, Laundry, Ironing, More!
Seasonal Cleaning, Moves, Etc!

CALL JANE 
630-327-6154

Serving Hinsdaleans for 32 years

KRYSTAL KEY SERVICES

Move-In • Move-Out Cleaning
Homes • Offices • Commercial
Since 1989 ~ Insured & Bonded

For free estimates call 630-833-1770

DAVID’S LANDSCAPING

Call David Scott 
(I do the work)

at 630-261-9197

Leaves - Pruning
Attention to Detail

• FALL CLEAN-UP •

Fast Delivery / 2 Year Seasoned
Mixed Hardwoods / CBH & Mixed
Oak / Cherry or Hickory / Birch

Stacking Available
Fuel Charge May Apply

630-876-0111 / 847-888-9999

FIREWOOD UNLIMITED

For more information or online ordering visit:
suregreenlandscape.com

SUPERIOR CLEANING 4-U
Call Immediately for Best $$

Call 708-289-7141

We offer complex cleaning of
    • Houses 
    • Apartments
    • Offices

mailto:tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
http://www.forestdoor.com/
http://suregreenlandscape.com/
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Crossword Answers Yes, I’m a real Hinsdalean!Is this your license plate?

The owner of this car is a winner of an 
Ultimate Car Wash

compliments of Fuller’s and The Hinsdalean.
Call 630-323-4422 

to claim your prize.

Is this your license plate?
Does it belong to someone you know?

YES, I’m a real Hinsdalean!
Today’s picture is at:

_________________________________

  Name:__________________________________
  Address:___________________________
               ___________________________

Send your answer to: The Hinsdalean
7 W. First St., Hinsdale, Il. 60521

or email: tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
One winner will be chosen monthly from all correct 

entries and receive a Fuller’s Ultimate Car Wash gift card.

DUPAGE DECORATING
Painting, Wallpaper, 

Drywall & Plaster Repairs

CALL RANDY
630-776-1160 cell • 630-810-0127

Darien, IL.

Serving Hinsdale since 1979

Painting & Decorating Painting & Decorating

Painting & Decorating RoofingPainting & Decorating

Restoration

PlumbingPainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating

Hogan Plumbing Inc.
Service Division
630-393-7660
hoganplumbing.com

Serving the community since 1961

Custom Interior & Exterior Painting
Drywall Installation & Repair
Exterior Board Replacement

Light Carpentry ~ Deck Staining
Color Consults & Design Services

CALL 630-605-3370

STEVEN COLLINS

•Interior & Exterior Painting 
•Water Damage •Exterior Dry Rot

•Carpentry •Staining 
•Moldings & Repairs

In area since 1990 • Non-Smoking
630-291-0224

PAINTING & HOME REPAIRS

McBrearty Restoration
Masonry - Stucco - Siding

• Chimney Repair • Stone Work • Brick Work
• Tuckpointing • Caulking • Dryvit Repairs 

• Stucco Recoating • Blue Stone Patios • Brick Pavers 
• Retaining Walls • Outdoor Fireplaces

Andrew McBrearty, President
630-335-5877

mcbreartyrestorations@gmail.com
www.mcbreartyrestorations.com

KASAL PAINTING
•Painting & Decorating

•Interior •Exterior
•Wallpapering
•Wall Washing

CALL STEVE 630-968-5593
FREE ESTIMATES

paintwork.nick@gmail.com
Licensed / Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

VALDAS PAINTING 
& DECORATING

   • Interior & Exterior 
   • Drywall Repairs 
   • Wallpaper Removal 
   • Power Washing
   • Inexpensive & Reliable

Call 630-544-8259

FEZE ROOFING

• Residential • Commercial
• Repairs & Maintenance Programs

Visa, MasterCard, Discover accepted • License #104000585

630-530-5944

Best labor warranty in the business. 
Factory trained installers.

FREE ESTIMATES 

A Name You Can Trust! 
Celebrating 40 Years

Your safest choice

mailto:tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
http://hoganplumbing.com/
mailto:mcbreartyrestorations@gmail.com
http://www.mcbreartyrestorations.com/
mailto:paintwork.nick@gmail.com
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Caregiver
CAREGIVER, 16 yrs exp. 
Comfortable with all ages. I 
can cook, clean and drive. 
Flexible, organized, loyal and  
responsible.      708-271-7618

Child Care 
Provider

Grandma’s Babysitting
Weekday eves, weekends and 
overnights. References avail-
able. Family member of long-
time Hinsdale resident. Very 
familiar with area.

Please call 224-577-6000.

Household Help 
Provider

HINSDALE HOME
MANAGEMENT 

www.HinsdaleHome
Management.com

630-890-1388

Cemetery Lots
BRONSWOOD CEMETERY

Oak Brook
2 lots authorized for 4 
cremains or 2 caskets. 
Located in Select Plus 

Section I near front gate.
$4,500 per lot.  630-323-0196

Furniture For 
Sale

BAKER FURNITURE:
Carlton desk (new $3200. now 
$1500.00 obo. Mahogany side 
table, Lyre sides $1200.00 
obo. Round leather top side 
table w/drawer $450.00. 
Bombay chest 3 drawer 
$950.00 and LaBarge mirror 
black/gold chinoiserie.

Location- Oak Brook 
630-253-7296

Dining Room Table, 2 arm & 
6 side chairs, gold fabric.

Excellent condition!
Photos online.
$17,000+ new.
Asking $4,000.

Text 630-212-9398

Miscellaneous 
For Sale

Sheared Beaver Coat
Women’s, black, zip front, 
great condition, purchased 
at Nordstrom. Photos online. 
$599/obo. Call 630-920-9706

Help Wanted
HINSDALE WINE SHOP

Begin your Career in
the Wine Industry.
Part-Time Sales 

Associate needed
20-30 hours/week.

Must be 21 years old.
Stop by the shop

(12 E. Hinsdale Ave)
or email Sean@

hinsdalewineshop.com

HINSDALE MOBIL
Help Wanted

Salary up to $15 per hour 
depending on shift.

Please contact Aslam at 
Hinsdale Mobil,

8 Chicago Ave., Hinsdale

KRAMER FOODS
Now Hiring for

various positions.
Apply at

Kramer Foods
16 Grant Square, Hinsdale

ALTAMURA PIZZA
IS HIRING!

Call 630.755.5252
to inquire about openings.
9 W. First Street, Hinsdale

Offices For Rent
Looking for an office space 

away from home?
Look no further!

Quiet and underpopulated 
office space for lease,

just steps away from the 
Hinsdale train station.

 7 S. Lincoln St., Hinsdale
Unit 8: 260 sq ft -

$250 monthly
Unit 9: 560 sq ft -

$950 monthly
Parking space 

included with lease!
 Please contact Rebecca

at 630.242.3104 or
at info@mavon.com.

Public Notices
CERTIFICATE NO. 77852 
was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk of DuPage 
County on October 29, 2020 
wherein the business firm of

KRAM gifts&crafts
Located at 267 Arapahoe 
Trail, Carol Stream, IL. 60188  
was registered; that the true 
or real name or names of the 
person or persons owning the 
business, with their respec-
tive post office address(es), 
is/are as follows: Izabela 
Podkanowicz,  267 Arapahoe 
Trail, Carol Stream, IL. 60188
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office in 
Wheaton, Illinois, this 29th day 
of October, A.D. 2020.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
November 12, 19 & 26, 2020

CERTIFICATE NO. 77853 
was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk of DuPage 
County on October 29, 2020 
wherein the business firm of
JENNIFER SCULLY, LCPC

Located at 219 W. 55th Street, 
Clarendon Hills, IL. 60514  
was registered; that the true 
or real name or names of the 
person or persons owning the 
business, with their respec-
tive post office address(es), is/
are as follows: Jennifer Scully,  
3885 Gabrielle Lane, Unit 612, 
Aurora, IL. 60504
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office in 
Wheaton, Illinois, this 29th day 
of October, A.D. 2020.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
November 5, 12 & 19, 2020

CERTIFICATE NO. 77859 
was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk of DuPage 
County on November 5, 2020 
wherein the business firm of

HAVAL STUDIO
Located at 911 S. Hawthorne 
Avenue, Elmhurst, IL. 60126-
4949  was registered; that the 
true or real name or names of 
the person or persons owning 
the business, with their respec-
tive post office address(es), is/
are as follows: Valerie Jardon, 
911 S. Hawthorne Avenue, 
Elmhurst, IL. 60126-4949; 
Hannah Maletich,  620 S. 
Oakley Blvd, Unit 2, Chicago, 
IL. 60612
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office in 
Wheaton, Illinois, this 5th day 
of November, A.D. 2020.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
November 12, 19 & 26, 2020

Equal Housing

It is the intent and goal of this 
newspaper to have each 
advertiser who wishes to place 
a covered advertisement in 
the newspaper comply with 
the Fair Housing laws. Any 
advertisement which is per-
ceived to contain language 
contrary to these laws will be 
rejected or changed to remove 
the offending reference. There 
may be situations where it is 
not clear whether particular 
language is objectionable. 
Such advertisements should 
be referred to a supervisor for 
consideration and determina-
tion. Under certain circum-
stances, advertisers may 
claim that because of the 
nature of the housing being 
advertised, they are not sub-
ject to the Fair Housing laws. 
Such claims are irrelevant for 
purposes of considering 
advertisements for publication 
in this newspaper. Every 
housing advertisement pub-
lished in this newspaper is 
subject to the Fair Housing 
laws.
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T & M TREE SERVICE

  FALL SAVINGS
            tandmtreeserve@att.net

            Serving DuPage County for 10 Years

    • Tree Trimming   • Tree Removal
    • Stump Grinding • Shrub Removal

CALL TODD 630-303-4641

PAYNE
Small Engine Inc.
Snow Blower Repair, 

Lawn Mower & Garden Tractors

Call
630-325-0357

Pick-up and Delivery 
Service Available!

AFFORDABLE SNOW REMOVAL
Driveway Safe Machinery

Pet Friendly Salt
Other Services Available Upon Request

Call Anthony for a Quote Today!
630-215-6876

• Spring Clean-up • Gutter Cleaning

Free Estimates 630-655-2646

 For All Your Landscape
 and Maintenance Needs

Call E.W. 
SCHRAMM, Inc.

• SNOW PLOWING •

Wanted To Buy

Tree Services

Snow Removal

Snow Removal

Snow Blower Repair

If you are really thankful, what 
do you do? You share. 

W. Clement Stone

Food is celebratory. People 
who don’t cook don’t know 
how much fun they’re missing.

Leo Buscaglia

Gratitude can transform com-
mon days into thanksgivings, 
turn routine jobs into joy, and 
change ordinary opportunities 
into blessings. 

William Arthur Ward

The thankful receiver bears a 
plentiful harvest. William Blake

There is one day that is ours. 
Thanksgiving Day is the one 
day that is purely American. 

O. Henry

Open This
Weekend

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3PM 
6381 S. Garfield 

Burr Ridge 
Ginny Stewart 

JAMESON SOTHEBY’S 
630.738.0077

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3PM 
404 Birchwood 

Hinsdale
Ginny Stewart 

JAMESON SOTHEBY’S 
630.738.0077

http://hinsdalewineshop.com/
mailto:info@mavon.com
mailto:tandmtreeserve@att.net


MIND GAMES

PISCES

AQUARIUS

VIRGO

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

SCORPIO

CANCER LIBRACAPRICORN ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY

ACROSS
1 FLOURISH
6 “RABBIT, RUN” AUTHOR
12 TEARJERKER
13 CONSTRUCTION PIECE
14 “ANNA CHRISTIE” 
                PLAYWRIGHT
15 COATS
16	 LIMA’S	PLACE
17 FATHER OF THOR
19 AWAY FROM WSW
20 STYLE
22 LUMMOX
24 MOST WANTED LIST ORG.
27 ELITE ALTERNATIVE
29	 BART’S	SISTER
32	 LINCOLN’S	ELECTION	YEAR
35 REGION
36 LOCATION
37 STORM CENTER
38 INSEPARABLE
40 OSSO BUCO BASE
42 A CONT.
44 LEVEL
46 APIECE
50 BOARDROOM PROPS
52 PROPHET
54 HALF A STORYBOOK DUO
55 “MY HEAVENS!”
56 CLOTHING
57 UNLIKE A ROLLING STONE?

DOWN
1 PART OF N.B.
2 LECHEROUS LOOK
3 POPPY DRUG
4 LUBRICATE
5 TUNES
6 WRINKLY FRUIT
7 CHALLENGE FOR
             LAUREL AND HARDY
             IN “THE MUSIC BOX”
8 SAHARAN
9 OBSESSION
10 “SHOW BOAT” 
             COMPOSER
11 GAELIC
12 DOO- -- MUSIC
18 FOOL
21 MAKE A CHOICE, 
             WITH “FOR”
23 “THE GREATEST”
24	 SHRINER’S	CHAPEAU
25 LIFE STORY, FOR
             SHORT
26 UNKNOWING
28 WAITING AREA
30 PIGPEN
31 NAY CANCELER
33 COOP DENIZEN
34 MULTITUDE
39 OLD ANESTHETIC
41 STARTS
42 TURKISH POTENTATE
43 “ANIMAL HOUSE”
             GROUP
45 CAPRI OR WIGHT
47 DOGFIGHT 
             PARTICIPANTS
48	 23-DOWN’S	OLD
             NAME
49 THE LADY
51 SIXTH LETTER AFTER
             53-DOWN
53 SEE 51-DOWN

S
U
D
O
K
U

A
N
S
W
E
R

ANSWERS	TO	TODAY’S	CROSSWORD	CAN	BE	FOUND	IN	THE	CLASSIFIEDS.

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, you may find 
yourself opening up to 
new ideas or beliefs. 
Remember to take every-
thing at face value until 
you have had ample time 
to do your research.

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
This week you will display 
the utmost competence 
and mastery at work. This 
could provide an oppor-
tunity for supervisors to 
see what you are made 
of, Aries.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, it is alright if you 
feel weighed down by a 
heavy conversation with 
someone. Not every in-
teraction can be light and 
airy. Distract yourself if 
you need a mood reboot. 

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Let your imagination run a 
little wild and enjoy being 
spontaneous, Libra. You 
can use some time to fan-
tasize about what the future 
holds.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, like so many 
people you have been 
spending more time at 
home lately. You may 
get back into the groove 
of socializing and inter-
acting with others soon 
enough.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
The hard work you put 
into your education will 
pay dividends shortly, 
Taurus. You may find it 
will give you a leg up over 
others seeking to ad-
vance their careers. 

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, if you are in a rela-
tionship, it is possible that 
this week you will reach a 
particular level of intimacy 
that many couples aspire 
to. You are definitely in an 
intuitive space.

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, you may seek out 
the advice of a role model 
who embodies a lifestyle 
that you admire. Don’t hesi-
tate to put your own spin on 
things if you want to do so.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, carve out some 
time to have an important 
conversation with a loved 
one about future plans. It 
is time to take a few seri-
ous steps.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, it may be time 
to have a conversation 
with your family about re-
sources or finances. The 
conversation may be te-
dious, but it is absolutely 
necessary.

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Family obligations leave 
you with little free time 
for rest and recreation 
for the next several days, 
Virgo. It can be sobering 
to give up the fun, but 
duty calls for a little while.

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Your gift of gab could help 
you secure a raise or even 
a better job, Sagittarius. 
Demonstrate that you can 
fill the role well and not just 
talk your way through.

November 2020 Horoscopes • Week 4
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When it comes to your to-do 
list, put your future first.

To find out how to get your financial 
goals on track, contact your Edward 
Jones financial advisor today.

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Mark P Wanless 
Financial Advisor

104 West Chestnut 
Hinsdale, IL 60521 
630-887-8684

5620 South Oak Street  |  Hinsdale 
1 block S. of 55th & 1 block W. of County Line Rd.

(630)-323-1085
www.verngoersgreenhouse.com

Hours:  Mon-Sat 8am-5pm; Closed Sunday
OPEN ALL YEAR • DOOR COUNTY COFFEE • GIFT CERTIFICATES

THYMES FRASIER FIR GIFT ITEMS

n

Dwarf alberta Spruce 
boxwooD • evergreen arrangementS
chriStmaS Décor • cyclamen • KalanchoeS

norfolK pine • garDen baSKetS • wreathS

Nice SelectioN of iNdoor PlaNtS

POINSETTIAS
Christmas Greens, Wreaths & Roping

EVERGREEN REINDEER:
Table Top - $125

Small - $170 • Medium - $235 • Large - $295

 

Dan Gjeldum, SVP of Mortgage Lending

O: (773) 435-0654 | C: (312) 543-9692 | Rate.com/Dan | Dan@rate.com
14 W Hinsdale Ave. Unit A1 Hinsdale, IL 60521

Speak with a fellow Hinsdale Resident today to find 
out which serving of financing will work best for you.

How about a helping of All-Time 
low interest rates?

   NMLS #686529; IL - 031.0031282 | Guaranteed Rate, Inc.; NMLS #2611; For licensing information visit nmlsconsumeraccess.org.

Applicant subject to credit and underwriting approval. Not all applicants will be approved for financing. Receipt of application does not represent an approval for 
financing or interest rate guarantee. Restrictions may apply, contact Guaranteed Rate for current rates and for more information.

CENTRAL ANNOUNCES
STATE QUALIFIERS

The following Hinsdale 
Central fall sports athletes 
would have competed in their 
respective IHSA state finals, 
which were canceled due to 
COVID-19, by virtue of their 
IHSA sectional performances:

Boys cross country
Victor Bouret, Kyle Doorhy. 

Jesse Gamboa, Henning Ley, 
Piyush Mekla, Grant Miller, 
Colby Revord, Daniel Watcke

Girls cross country
Catie McCabe

Boys golf
John Cornell, Jack Inabnit, 

Drew McMillin, Emil Riegger, 
Pete Sakkos, Michael Spitzer

Girls golf 
Emily Ascher, Nadia 

Burt, Aira Chaudhary, Julia 
DiTrani, Katherine Fullerton, 
Rei Hemmer, Libby Larson, 
Caroline Owens, Sarah 
Thornton

Girls swimming and diving

Burlingtyn Bokos, Haley 
Dynis, Caroline Kramer, 
Kendall Pickering, Melanie 
Quinones, Kit Schneider, Kayla 
Teuscher, Roslyn Tischke

Girls tennis
Yasmina Eshac, Nicole Hu, 

Sophia Kim, Zoe Limparis, 
Bridget Novatney, Prachi Shah

OAK TEAM WINS 
WORLD SERIES

The Grasshoppers won the 
Hinsdale Little League World 
Series Oct. 22 after being unde-
feabted in the playoffs. 

The team was comprised 
mainly of fourth-grade boys 
from Oak School. In the cham-
pionship game, they faced a 
tough team from The Lane, 
who had to play three straight 
days to get to the title game. 
The Grasshoppers were work-
ing on more rest, owing to 
their dominance through the 
playoffs. They put that same 
strong lineup on the field for 
the championship game.

The championship game 
was a back-and-forth affair.  
Strong pitching, timely hitting, 

and good fielding kept the 
score close. Going to the sixth 
and final inning, the teams 
were knotted 5-5. Ben Pesoli 
retired the side in order in the 
top half of the sixth inning, A 
leadoff triple by Jackson Kalish 
in the bottom of the sixth  gave 
the Grasshoppers a man on 
third with no outs. Then, with 
one out, a man on third and 
a 1-2 count, Bradley Wright 
protected the plate by hitting a 
squibber between the pitcher 
and first baseman. Jackson 
broke for home. The pitcher 
pounced on the ball and fired 
a perfect throw to the catcher. 
Jackson’s foot beat the throw 
by the blink of an eye and the 
umpire called him safe. 

The team chased Bradley 
and Jackson around the 
field in celebration before 
collecting their World Series 
Championship hats and balls. 

Team members are Jamie 
Cannan, Logan Douglass, 
Parker Ernst, Michael Garber, 
Andy Meyer, Ben Pesoli, Brit 
Read, Josh Trapp and Bradley 
Wright of Hinsdale and 
Jackson Kalish and Callum 
Arthurs of Oak Brook.
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When it comes to your to-do 
list, put your future first.

To find out how to get your financial 
goals on track, contact your Edward 
Jones financial advisor today.

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Mark P Wanless 
Financial Advisor

104 West Chestnut 
Hinsdale, IL 60521 
630-887-8684

http://edwardjones.com/
http://www.verngoersgreenhouse.com/
mailto:Dan@rate.com
http://visitnmlsconsumeraccess.org/


The Hinsdalean • November 19, 2020 • Page 61



Page 62 • November 19, 2020 • The Hinsdalean

SPORTS
COVID-19 freezes out winter sports
Governor’s announcement Tuesday means high school sports are off, at least for now

By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

Hinsdale Central girls varsity 
basketball coach Karen Persinger 
had hoped today’s meeting of the 
Illinois High School Association 
Board would provide some 
answers on the status of high 
school basketball for the 2020-21 
season. Late last month the Illinois 
Department of Public Health said 
athletes couldn’t play; the Illinois 
High School Association said they 
could.

“It’s been really hard and I think 
the hard part is not having an 
answer for the kids and not being 
able to give them that resolution,” 
she said earlier this week. “That’s 
what I wish I could give them. I 
hope on Thursday we get some 
guidance so that we know.”

Instead, she got an answer 
Tuesday when Gov. JB Pritzker 
announced the state would move 
to Tier 3 mitigations — the most 
restrictive — on Friday. That 
means all winter sports — boys 
and girls basketball, boys and girls 
bowling, girls gymnastics and 
boys swimming — are on hold. 
Wrestling already had been moved 
to the new summer season.

“We remain optimistic that these 
new mitigations, coupled with the 
emergence of a vaccine, will aid in 
creating participation opportuni-
ties in the new year for IHSA stu-
dent-athletes in winter, spring and 
summer sports,” Craig Anderson, 
IHSA executive director, said in 
a statement released Tuesday 
afternoon. “The IHSA Board of 
Directors will meet as scheduled 
on Nov. 19 to continue plotting out 
potential paths for IHSA sport and 
activity participation through the 
remainder of the school year.

“We have asked Dep. Gov. 
(Jesse) Ruiz and Dr. (Ngozi) Ezike 
(IDPH director) to engage with us 
in the near future, so that we can 
collaborate on developing a plan 
to safely conduct IHSA sports and 
activities as soon as possible,” 
Anderson added.

Bob Barber, who coached and 
girls varsity swim and diving team 
to great success at sectionals a few 
weeks ago, is unsure the boys team 
will have that same opportunity.

“I think the frustrating thing, 
having already seen it work once, 

is that we’ve only been given two 
days with this next group,” said 
Barber, who is the varsity head 
coach for both teams. 

He was running team tryouts 
Tuesday when he heard the news. 
The new measures don’t go into 
effect until Friday, so he will con-
tinue to conduct tryouts, which 
he’s running at 25 percent capac-
ity, for athletes who are comfort-
able attending.

“We’re going to go business as 
usual here for the next two days 
and let the families make the deci-
sion as to whether they want to 
send them here during that time,” 
Barber said Wednesday. “That way 
we can articulate what we think 
the pause consists of in person. I 
think that message is better.”

Central athletic director Dan 
Jones said even before Pritzker’s 
announcement Tuesday, few high 
schools had been willing to ignore 
the health department’s recom-
mendation regarding basketball.

“The vast majority of them have 
been given information from their 
insurance (carriers) and lawyers 
saying they should not be moving 
forward with basketball because 
they would not be covered, going 
against the IDPH guidelines.

“We’ve been given the same 
information as other high 
schools,” he noted.

Jones said adding more sports 

to the spring season will create 
scheduling nightmares.

“It’s just not having enough 
space and hours in the day to try 
to get everything in,” he said. “It’s 
something that ADs around the 
state have been talking to the IHSA 
about, saying moving things isn’t 
always a solution and pushing 
things down the road isn’t always 
a solution, because it affects other 
sports.”

He worries about the impact on 
athletes who compete in spring 
sports, who lost their season earli-
er this year.

“We’ve already canceled a 
spring season and it would be 
unfair to have anything affect their 
season when we know that a lot of 
them, under (Tier 2) guidelines, 
would be able to compete,” Jones 
said.

Interest in boys and girls bas-
ketball during open gyms in 
September and October — before 
the sport was reclassified — was 
high. 

“I think we had over 80 kids 
register in the fall for all three lev-
els,” boys varsity head coach Nick 
Latorre said. “I think the kids are 
anxious to play and any opportu-
nity they are getting to play, they 
are playing.”

Persinger said her numbers 
were up at the open gyms this 
year.

“The kids need that outlet, I 
guess, to get in and get that phys-
ical exercise and to do something 
and be part of something,” she 
said. “I think it was really awesome 
for them to have that opportunity. 
It was precious to them to be in 
the gym and to be with their team-
mates and to be playing.”

With summer camps canceled, 
Persinger said she enjoyed the 
opportunity to check in with the 
girls.

“To me it was just so nice to 
have that time with them. It had 
been so long,” she said.

Even before Pritzker’s 
announcement, Latorre said he 
wasn’t sure what the right answer 
was. 

“There is just so much unknown 
and so much differentiation 
in what is healthy, what isn’t 
healthy,” he said. “Obviously the 
numbers are horrible right now 
and the number of cases are off 
the charts. I honestly don’t really 
have an opinion.”

Barber said he’s not sure what 
the “pause” ultimately will mean 
to the boys swim team and other 
athletes who compete in the win-
ter season.

“Nobody has a return to play 
date,” he said. “It could be early 
December at the earliest, it could 
be January or so on or it could be 
done.”

Boys swimming is one of four winter sports at Hinsdale Central that has been put on “pause” as the 
Illinois Department of Public Health tries to get a handle on the rising number of COVID-19 cases in 
the state. (file photo)

mailto:plannom@thehinsdalean.com
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6720 S. Quincy St.
$1,150,000 |  5 BR  |  7 BA

Willowbrook

Co-Listed with Jennifer Oukrust

5519 S. Washington St. 
$1,430,000 |  6 BR  |  6.1 BA

Hinsdale

5522 S. Garfield St.  
$1,785,000|  7 BR  |  7.1 BA

Hinsdale

Linda Feinstein 

630.319.0352

lindafeinsteinhome@gmail.com

Linda Feinstein is a Real Estate broker affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed Real Estate broker with a principal office in Chicago, IL and abides by all applicable Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material 
presented herein is intended for informational purposes only, is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, and changes without notice. All measurements and square footages are approximate. 
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of Real Estate brokerage. 22 N. Lincon Ave, Hinsdale, IL 60521.

Outstanding Value

mailto:lindafeinsteinhome@gmail.com
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 Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty Logo are service marks licensed to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC and used with permission. Jameson Real Estate LLC 
fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Any services or products provided by independently owned and 
operated franchisees are not provided by, affiliated with or related to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC nor any of its affiliated companies.

Ginny Stewart 

(630) 738-0077 

Ginny@GinnyHomes.com 

ginnyhomes.com

330 W Chestnut St, Suite 1W 
Hinsdale, Illinois

1503 BURR RIDGE CLUB DRIVE
POOL/CLUBHOUSE    3 BED    4.1 BATH    6 CAR GARAGE

6381 S. GARFIELD AVENUE
16 FT SALTWATER LAP POOL    5 BED     6.2 BATH   4 CAR GARAGE

18 AMBRIANCE DRIVE
WATER VIEWS   4 BED   4.2 BATH    4 CAR GARAGE

404 BIRCHWOOD ROAD
FULLERSBURG WOODS     5 BED    6.2 BATH   3 CAR GARAGE

Happy Thanksgiving
24 HOUR GATED SECURITY

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3 PM

mailto:Ginny@ginnyhomes.com
http://ginnyhomes.com/
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GIVE THE GIFT OF GREAT WINES 
THIS CHRISTMAS

WINE CLUB MEMBERSHIP
Makes a GREAT GIFT!

630.654.9862
12 E. Hinsdale Avenue, Downtown Hinsdale

Across from the Hinsdale Train Station
Mon.-Sat. 10AM-8PM; Sun. 12PM-6PM

Each month we, at Hinsdale Wine 
Shop, will taste many wines from 
around the world and across the 
U.S. From these we will pick two 
that will gently stretch and increase 
your wine knowledge and pleasure. 
Let us surprise you each month 
with two carefully selected bottles 
of wine. Red or white or one of 
each depending on the season and 
what we discover.

Benefits include:

• Two bottles each month of 
 incredible wine
• 10% off all wine purchases
• Special alerts on wine offers
• Invitation to “Member Only” 
 wine events

Hinsdale Wine Club

HINSDALE WINE CLUB

Signature Date           /           /
By signing this form, I certify that I am at least 21 years of age – Offer valid for all people ages 21+ – I understand the auto-re-new policy.

Last First
Name (please print)

CHECK ONE:    o MasterCard     o Visa     o Amex     o Discover

Mobile Phone Email

Address City           Zip Code

Credit Card #       Exp. Date            CVC #

Hinsdale Wine Club 12 E. Hinsdale Avenue
Downtown Hinsdale

EXTRA MAGNUM

BOTTLE
included with 6 month

or 1-year membership.

Pick-up when you sign-up!

$59 VALUE (1.5 liter)

Offer expires Feb. 28, 2021. 

Not valid with any other offers.

This membership is for ME.
o I will be billed $34.99 + tax per month. 
o 6 months $209.94 + tax*    o 12 months $419.88 + tax*
                 Initial Here *6-month and 12-month Wine Club memberships auto renew to “month to month” billing. May be cancelled at any time.

Want to give the gift of Wine Club? No problem!
Fill out the form above with the gift recipient’s information and check one of the boxes below:
o 6 months $209.94 + tax*    o 12 months $419.88 + tax*
                Initial Here *6-month and 12-month Wine Club memberships auto renew to “month to month” billing. May be cancelled at any time.
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30 East Hinsdale Ave., Hinsdale | 630.325.0085 | yankeepeddler.net
Hours: Mon-Sat: 10am-5:30pm • Sun: 12noon-4pm

30 East Hinsdale Ave., Hinsdale | 630.325.0085 | yankeepeddler.net
Hours: Mon-Sat: 10am-5:30pm • Sun: 12noon-4pm

November 2020                   Christmas Wishes  |  3

http://yankeepeddler.net/
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The year 1964 held many 
memorable moments. The Beat-
les arrived in the United States, 
President Lyndon Johnson 
escalated the U.S. presence in 
Vietnam, Cassius Clay became 
Muhammad Ali and the world 
heavyweight champion, and the 
U.S. space program continued 
to advance toward the eventual 
moon landing.

Me? Well, I was in third grade 
and, while I may have watched 
the Beatles appearance on 
the Ed Sullivan Show, most of 
these world events had little 
impact on my life. The thing 
I remember about 1964 was 
Christmas. Up until then, my 
Christmases had been pretty 
much the same: decorating the 
tree, visits to Santa, opening 
presents on Christmas morning, 

and Christmas dinner 
at my grandparents’ 
house in Newark.

But in 1964 things 
changed. Earlier that 
year we moved from 
New Jersey, where 
I had lived all eight 
years of my life, 
to Syracuse, New 
York. So, my parents 
decided we would 
change things up and spend 
that Christmas in Wisconsin 
with my mother’s family. Now 
messing with Christmas is tricky 
business, especially when you 
are dealing with three little girls. 
To make this work, my parents 
had to sweeten the pot. The 
plan? An overnight train trip 
to Wisconsin. And not just any 
train trip, but a sleeping car 
with bunk beds and our own 

private bathroom. It 
was our very own 
Polar Express, before 
there ever was a Polar 
Express! 

We were thrilled. 
But like I said, mess-
ing with Christmas 
is tricky and, even 
though the train 
idea was great, we 

wondered, how would 
Santa find us in Wisconsin? 
My parents were up to the 
challenge. They had written to 
Santa, they explained, and told 
him we needed to have our 
presents delivered early, and 
Santa agreed. Problem solved. 
So, on Dec. 22, the designated 
delivery day, my mother took my 
sisters and I out for a ride and 
my dad worked his Santa magic. 
When we got home, presto, 

Christmas happened. We could 
pick one new toy to take on the 
train, and the next morning we 
were off on our adventure.

The train was all we had 
expected. We each picked a 
bunk bed and ate dinner in the 
dining car, white tablecloths and 
all. We went to the observation 
car — a glass domed wonder 
— and looked out until the stars 
appeared. Then back to our car 
to brush our teeth in the stain-
less-steel sink with the funny 
pump faucet. We fell asleep that 
night to the clack, clack, clack of 
the train as we moved toward 
our Christmas destination.

And guess what? Santa heard 
we would be in Wisconsin for 
Christmas. The Polar Express 
and two visits from Santa — now 
who wouldn’t remember that 
Christmas! 

Laura LaPlaca

Christmas 1964 — 
the year that everything changed

My mother-in-law spent her 
childhood Christmases on her 
grandparents’ farm outside 
Baghdad, Iraq. She once de-
scribed to me her joy on Christ-
mas morning when the children 
all received an orange and some 
sweets wrapped up and tied in a 
ribbon. They’d clutch their small 
package and cry, “Look what 
Jesus brought us!”

My own childhood 
Christmases were not quite that 
spartan. Still, my siblings and 
I each received just a couple 
of gifts. Instead of hanging up 
glitzy monogrammed stockings 
on the fireplace, we would hang 
up our actual knee socks. And 
those stockings would be filled 
with hard candy and a tangerine 
rather than the Starbucks gift 

cards and earbuds 
my own children 
have come to expect. 
Simpler times.

It has become 
almost cliché to 
complain about the 
commercialization of 
Christmas. For my 
mother-in-law, the 
holiday was and still 
is all about the birth of 
the Christ child. My own parents 
made sure that Christmas Mass 
took precedence over the hol-
iday hoopla of big dinners and 
opening presents. As a parent 
myself, I have tried to help my 
children keep their focus on 
the reason for the season with 
Advent candles, Nativity stories 
and Christmas Eve Mass. Still, it 
can be difficult to keep our chil-

dren’s attention when 
glittery distractions 
surround them.

One of my chil-
dren’s favorite holi-
day videos was “A 
Joan Walsh Anglund 
Christmas.” A com-
pilation of poetry, art 
and story, it spoke to 
the beauty of nature 

and of simpler times. 
The tale “The Big Doll and the 
Teddy Bear” told the story of 
two forlorn toys, neglected 
and forgotten on the top shelf 
in a toy shop. They long to be 
loved by a child, but the shin-
ier, newer toys are the ones 
coveted by the children who 
visit the store. On Christmas 
Eve, a little boy comes into the 
store to buy a gift for his sister 

who has been desperately ill. 
He chooses the doll despite 
her being a bit disheveled. The 
bear is left alone and is about 
to give up hope when, just at 
closing time, an elderly woman 
comes in to purchase a gift for 
her grandson. She picks the 
bear, and he is packed in a box. 
Unbeknownst to the excited 
little bear, he is being taken to 
the same home as his friend 
the doll, where they will be 
opened on Christmas morning, 
hugged, and cherished for years 
to come.

The story speaks to the sim-
ple joy of giving and of being 
loved. With the coronavirus 
taking us back to basics as a 
society, perhaps we are ready 
to usher in a new era of simpler 
times.

Mary Rayis

Memories of simpler times keep
focus on true meaning of Christmas

.,



Uncork the  
  HOLIDAYS

WWW.SAVWAYWINES.COM
HINSDALE • GENEVA • ST. CHARLES

630.325.6550

CURBSIDE SERVICE 
orders@savwaywines.com

UNBEATABLE PRICES • UNFORGETTABLE SERVICE
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Thymes Frasier Fir Candle –  A tradition 
that feels right at home. The aromatic 
snap of Siberian fir, cedarwood and earthy 
sandalwood combine to create a just-cut 
forest fragrance that evokes warmth and 
comfort.

Alixandra Blue
21 W. First St., Hinsdale

$50

Chez Gagne “Santa’s Favorite Helper” 
Wine glass – Crush your wine in style 
with our gold foil stemless wine glass. 
Nothing says hostess with mostest like 
our iconic assortment of wine glasses.

Alixandra Blue
21 W. First St., Hinsdale

$17

All I want 
for 

Christmas...

Winter White Etched Mercury 
Glass Tree Illume Candle – This shiny 
Christmas tree is a truly versatile & 
unique design, lift the top to reveal 
both a festively fragranced candle and 
a tree-shaped decor piece for your 
holiday home.

Alixandra Collections
40 S. Washington St., Hinsdale

$26

MZ Wallace Medium Metro Tote in 
Tin Metallic – The MZ Wallace 
Medium Metro Tote is a chic, minimal 
style designed for maximum versatility. 
This iconic quilted beauty is an 
Alixandra Collections’ best seller, 
making it a holiday gift any woman 
would love! 

Alixandra Collections
40 S. Washington St., Hinsdale

$235

La Vie Parisienne “Elan” Earrings 
Our favorite French jewelry line 
encrusted with Swarovski crystals. 
These beautiful earrings are guaran-
teed to sparkle day or night! 
Surprise that 
special someone this year with a gift 
she’ll never forget! 

Alixandra Collections
40 S. Washington St., Hinsdale

$98

Diamond Eternity Band – 
The sparkling diamonds of this 
remarkable ring will glisten from 
every angle. 
14K 3.06ctw 
Available in different diamond weights.

Bella Cosa Jewelers
7163 S. Kingery Hwy., 
Willowbrook

$6,750



14 Grant Square Hinsdale  |  630.655.0505  
www.caffrayjewellers.com

Welcome toWelcome toWelcome to

Where 
   women 
      get into trouble...

And  men 
get out of it
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The topic of this issue is 
“Christmases Past.”

When I say “Christmas,” what 
comes to mind? Perhaps that 
one day a year you go to church 
and pretend to get along with 
the “difficult” people in your 
family, or the day on which 
“those people” celebrate their 
religion. Or maybe it’s the day 
on which you celebrate the birth 
of your Savior.

Regardless, the original 
Christmas occurred as a result 
of intense love, at a time when 
love was difficult to find; strong 
pro-government and anti-gov-
ernment opinions existed; and 
people were extremely divided, 
even among their “own peo-
ple.”  What has changed in 
2,020 years, other than the love 
seems to have dissipated?

Christmas is a celebration of 

the birth of Someone 
who showed unseen 
love, who was scape-
goated for being 
different and who 
was eventually put 
to death. Today, we 
literally and “vir-
tually” put people 
to death with our 
words, our posts, our 
ostracization and our 
insulation. All of us 
have fallen short. All of us have 
contributed to this situation.

What are you supposed to 
do?  Even if I’m right, you can’t 
change the world, right?  

Well, you can start by taking a 
break from “news,” and political 
discussion. By the time you read 
this, the election will be over, 
and, hopefully, we will have 
elected officials for each office. 

So, pushing your 
views on everyone, 
and maligning those 
who don’t agree, is 
a waste of time and 
energy.

Secondly, reach 
out to those peo-
ple whom you have 
hurt, don’t like, have 
ignored, etc. Yes, that 

actually requires matu-
rity and humility, and 

it’s unpleasant and difficult.  So 
what? Have you ever been left 
out or hurt or maligned?  Have 
you ever just wanted someone 
to care about you? Of course 
you have, you’re human.  So, do 
the same for someone else.

Finally, take a good long look 
in the mirror.  Do you really 
want to be a polarizing, difficult 
person? Or do you want to 

move us forward in human-
ity?  Telling people they are 
bad, are stupid, are a waste of 
time, etc., whether explicitly or 
implicitly, violates the person 
you are more than the per-
son at whom you throw your 
hatred.

Why not make amends, and 
seek equal ground?  Why not 
focus on the light, instead of 
the darkness?  When you do, 
you’ll notice you have more, 
than less, in common with 
“those” people.

If we all, collectively, do that, 
then maybe we’ll make it to 
Christmas 2021, together. No, 
we won’t all be holding hands 
and singing “Kumbaya.” But 
maybe we will, as a race, at 
least celebrate the love that is 
Christmas, even if we don’t all 
celebrate the holiday itself.

Bill Lewis

Setting of first Christmas
shares similarities with the world today

For me, putting up Christmas 
lights is akin to sticking tooth-
picks into my eyeballs. There are 
few things I loathe more than 
this annual ritual.

Half of the strands don’t 
work. They get snagged on 
branches. I inevitably run short 
by two feet. If you ever hear a 
barrage of profanities emanat-
ing from the southwest corner 
of Hinsdale, there’s a good 
chance it’s me putting up my 
lights.

This was substantiated in 
2011 when I decided to put 
them up on arguably the most 
miserable day in centuries. Cold, 
windy, sideways rain turning 
to snow turning to rain. It was 
downright horrible. And it was 
clear my lights did not want any 

part of me that day. 
It started with my 
discovering several 
dead lines. So off I 
went to Walmart.

A half hour later, 
I begin the task 
again. Two lines in, I 
realize they are only 
half illuminated. Are 
you kidding? Down 
they come, back to 
Walmart I go. At this 
point, I can’t feel my extremities. 
But I have a job to do. Back at it 
I go, swearing all the way.

About halfway through, I 
notice there are more lines 
going out. Every year I prom-
ise to dump my lights and buy 
new ones, yet every year I try 
to stretch the old ones for just 
one more season. I’m almost 

at my boiling point, 
but I can’t stop now. 
Yep, back to Walmart. 
They’re getting to 
know me by name at 
this point.

When I finally get 
back to the lights, I 
essentially have no 
feeling from the neck 
down. But you gotta 

do what you gotta do. 
That is, until I realize 

I am a couple lines short. As I 
wipe the icicles from my eye-
brows, I not-so-calmly decide I 
am done. I don’t usually lose my 
cool in front of my kids, but at 
this point all bets are off.

“THAT’S IT. NO CHRISTMAS 
LIGHTS THIS YEAR. DEAL WITH 
IT.”

I storm up to my bathroom 

to begin the defrosting process 
when I hear the faint sound of 
sniffles coming from downstairs. 
Wait, these aren’t weren’t snif-
fles, they are outright sobs. My 
kids. Clearly I let the inner yule-
tide monster get the better of 
me. One look at my wife and I 
knew what needed to be done.

My last trip to Walmart was 
an expensive one. I essentially 
bought enough lights to dec-
orate most of DuPage County. 
When I was done, it looked 
great. But more importantly, I 
did right by my kids. Plus I had 
a story for the ages that I could 
(eventually) laugh about.

This year I’ll pray for warm 
weather and a little luck with 
the old lights. If not, I’ll figure it 
out. But to be safe, you’d better 
cover your ears.

John Bourjaily

I’m dreaming of a light Christmas

.,



What’s on your Christmas
  “To Do” List?

d  Get some indoor & outdoor holiday décor
d  Pick our a fresh Frasier Fir tree along with a balsam wreaths & garland
d  Find unique gifts like Christopher Radko & Michael Aram gifts or 
 Christian Ulbricht Nutcrackers & smokers
d  Or candles, tableware & Christmas paper products  

Where else can you get your 

SNOWBLOWER TUNED UP • KEYS MADE • BUY A GIFT • PICK UP A FRESH CHRISTMAS TREE 
and DECORATE YOUR HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS all in one stop?

3 5  E .  F I R S T  S T R E E T ,  H I N S D A L E  |  6 3 0 . 3 2 3 . 7 7 5 0  |  F U L L E R S H H @ G M A I L . C O M
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• Small Batch Coffee Beans Roasted Daily 
(from Small Plantations in Mexico)

• Coffee • Hot Cocoa 
• Café con Leche • Mayan Coffee 

Paninis • Bakery & Pastry • Cold Drinks • More
• Gluten Free Items Available 

• GIFT CERTIFICATES

46 VILLAGE PLACE, HINSDALE
630.537.1586

We have perfect treat baskets for 
teachers, babysitters, neighbors, etc!
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Shinola Canfield Chrono 43MM Watch – 
A classic chronograph with a modern twist, 
perfect for work or play.

Bella Cosa Jewelers
7163 S. Kingery Hwy., Willowbrook

$850
Simon G. Alexandrite and Diamond Ring – 
This breathtaking alexandrite changes in hue 
from green to purple and shines in any light. 
18K 1.54ct Alexandrite,  0.71ctw Diamonds

Bella Cosa Jewelers
7163 S. Kingery Hwy., Willowbrook

$16,350

All I want 
for 

Christmas...
Tacori Triple Gem Bracelet 
featuring Sky Blue Topaz – 
The stunning hue of this bracelet 
will easily go from day to night. 
Available in other gemstones.

Bella Cosa Jewelers
7163 S. Kingery Hwy., 
Willowbrook

$390

Hearts On Fire Diamond Aerial 
Eclipse Pendant – 
The World’s Most Perfectly Cut 
Diamonds. Available in multiple sizes 
(starting at $1250).
18K 1.72ctw Diamonds

Bella Cosa Jewelers
7163 S. Kingery Hwy., 
Willowbrook

$6,500

Rare Russian Orthodox Cross – 
Circa 1680-1720

Caffray Jewellers
14 Grant Square, Hinsdale

Unique Paraiba Tourmaline Ring – 

Caffray Jewellers
14 Grant Square, Hinsdale

Blue Diamond Rings – 

Caffray Jewellers
14 Grant Square, Hinsdale

December Birthstone – 
Blue Zircon surrounded by diamonds.

Caffray Jewellers
14 Grant Square, Hinsdale



F Catering Special (25-30) - $175
4 lbs of Italian beef, 1/2 tray house salad, 1/2 tray rigatoni, 

32 pieces of fried chicken

F Meat Package (for 20) - $135
2 lbs of Italian beef, 1/2 tray house salad, with your choice

 of Sausage and Peppers or Chicken Vesuvio

F Per Person Package & Custom Packages - 
Call for Details

GIFT CARDS MAKE THE PERFECT 
STOCKING STUFFERS!

We’ll make your Holiday Dinner for 4 or 24!

114 S. WaShington St. hinSdale 
630.654.4600

Order online www.baldinellipizza.com
November 2020                 Christmas Wishes  |  13

December 1-5
Holiday Shopping 10-3 Each Day

Private Shopping Mondays by Appointment Only

14 West 1st Street, Hinsdale, IL 60521  •  630-568-5653  
thework-shop.com

• • •
Buy unique Christmas gifts and support local 
women entrepreneurs in our pop-up shops.

http://www.baldinellipizza.com/
http://thework-shop.com/
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When I think of past Christ-
mases, I have mostly the 
sweetest of memories. But I’d be 
lying to say that I didn’t occa-
sionally wish for a quieter and 
less exhausting celebration than 
those we’ve typically hosted for 
our numerous and exuberant 
extended family members. 

While in the throes of prepa-
ration for gifting, feasting and 
merrymaking, I’d sometimes 
long for free time to sit down on 
Christmas Eve and watch a hol-
iday movie from start to finish. 
Then, to bundle up and go to 
midnight Mass, which was always 
so magical to me as a child. And 
afterwards, to be able to go 
straight to bed and sleep until 
waking naturally  — not at some 
predetermined time required for 
wrestling a turkey into the oven 
on Christmas morning.

Those wishes, 
rooted in fatigue, 
were definitely short-
lived; I actually really 
enjoyed our parties. 
It didn’t matter, any-
way, because every 
year the Christmas 
show has rolled on as 
scheduled.

Until now. Our fam-
ily is taking pandemic 
guidelines seriously 
and opting to spend the holi-
days apart. My husband, Jim, 
and I will be home alone, safe in 
our own pod and far away from 
the whole clan, including — I 
can hardly believe this — our 
own children and grandchild. No 
coronavirus cooties will be cross-
ing our threshold.

And I feel awful about it, 
never having imagined I’d 
ban my own family from our/

their home. I’d really 
thought that by Dec. 
25 I’d be hugging my 
grandson in person, 
instead of still “throw-
ing” Zoom kisses and 
hugs. Could it be pos-
sible that karma from 
long ago wishes for 
a peaceful and quiet 
holiday has made me 

a matriarchal version 
of Kevin McAllister in 

the first “Home Alone” movie? 
His fervent wish for solitude was 
followed up by an eerily silent 
Christmas morning, with his fam-
ily nowhere to be found. 

In Kevin’s words, “I made my 
family disappear.” 

But, hey, who needs guilt?  It’s 
far better to make a plan and 
move forward. I think I’ll assign 
everyone a cooking task and 
schedule times for swapping 

favorite dishes, synchronizing 
dining and Zooming our way 
through bunches of holiday 
toasts.

Given the circumstances, it’s 
the best we can do — unless, 
by some good fortune, we end 
up with mild Christmas tempera-
tures and a nice germ-dissolving 
breeze. Even 50ish degrees 
would let us gather outdoors 
(socially distanced, of course, 
with no grandchild hugging 
allowed). 

Such unusual weather is 
actually not unprecedented in 
the Chicago area. Christmas 
Day 1982 brought a balmy 64 
degrees, and surely by now 
we’re due for an equally mild 
holiday.

I’m making that my Christmas 
wish this year, and why shouldn’t 
I?  It is, after all, the season of 
miracles. 

Barb Johannesen

Be careful what you wish for at Christmas

My sister Cindy may not 
remember the exact Christmas 
— 1964 seems the most likely — 
but she remembers the disap-
pointment like it was yesterday.

Born a horse-lover, Cindy, who 
turned 6 in the fall of 1964, had 
been asking for a pony since she 
could talk. But life on the farm 
meant raising crops and five 
kids. Neither parent was ready 
to take on caring for an animal 
that would be beyond a 6-year-
old’s skill set. 

From the vantage point of 
decades down the road, the 
best option would have been to 
let Cindy down gently. Instead, 
Mom and Dad went for the 
clever route, substituting a 
wooden coat rack in the shape 
of a pony’s head for the “brown 
pony” on Cindy’s wish list.

“To this day I can 
still see that stupid 
thing,” Cindy said 
recently. “It was 
made out of brown 
wood and had a 
yellow outline. Mom 
and Dad thought it 
was so funny and 
clever. This was 
supposed to be my 
‘brown pony.’  They 
just laughed and 
laughed.”

Cindy, however, was not 
laughing.

“I was crushed,” she said.
Ah. Your childhood dream 

crushed. At Christmas. Don’t 
recall seeing that in any 
Hallmark movie, and I’ve seen 
plenty.

But good things come to 
those who continue to pester 

their parents, espe-
cially if those parents 
sense that making 
a joke out of your 
youngest child’s 
Christmas wish might 
not have been all that 
funny after all.  

In the summer of 
1966, Cindy finally got 
her pony, a real one. 

Never mind that the 
pony wasn’t brown, but 

instead a white charmer named 
Buttermilk, whose doglike per-
sonality made the whole family 
think of her as an amiable family 
pet. 

But Buttermilk came with a 
warning for Cindy from Dad, 
known for being a man of his 
word: “The first day I’m out there 
taking care of Buttermilk is the 
day she’s gone.”

As it turned out, the only one 
“gone” was Cindy, who rode 
Buttermilk almost daily for untold 
hours and miles during the next 
10 years. She happily held up her 
end of the bargain with what was 
more devotion than duty.

As we all make our plans for 
Christmas gatherings, the script 
will be unlike any we’ve followed 
before. Even those who want to 
have a “normal” holiday, with a 
house full of friends and family, 
might have to accommodate the 
realities of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, perhaps when Grandma 
shows up wearing a mask and 
carrying a bottle of hand sanitiz-
er and her own eating utensils.

But here’s a lesson from 
Cindy’s soul-crushing Christmas: 
Let’s persist in our search for joy, 
and be ready to go along for 
the ride whenever we find it.

Denise Joyce

Behold the fallout when
Mom and Dad trot out bad gift idea

.,



Let Paige and 
her certified staff 
help to keep you safe at your 
next gathering. 

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE

(630) 537.0724
www.eventstaffingbypaige.com
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POINSETTIAS ARE HERE TOO!
Dwarf alberta Spruce • boxwooD • evergreen arrangementS

chriStmaS Décor • cyclamen • KalanchoeS • norfolK pine 
garDen baSKetS • wreathS

Christmas Greens, Wreaths, Roping, and 
Reindeer Have Arrived!

EVERGREEN REINDEER:
Table Top - $125

Small - $170 • Medium - $235 • Large - $295

5620 South Oak Street  |  Hinsdale 
1 block S. of 55th & 1 block W. of County Line Rd.

(630)-323-1085
www.verngoersgreenhouse.com

Hours:  Mon-Sat 8am-5pm; Closed Sunday
OPEN ALL YEAR • DOOR COUNTY COFFEE • GIFT CERTIFICATES

THYMES FRASIER FIR GIFT ITEMS

 

http://www.eventstaffingbypaige.com/
http://www.verngoersgreenhouse.com/
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All I want 
for 

Christmas...

Buy-One-Get-One-Free 
Bracelets 

Caffray Jewellers
14 Grant Square, Hinsdale

$25 & up

YETI – 
Tumbler, Rambler Colster 
& Wine Tumbler

Fuller’s Home & Hardware
35 E. First St., Hinsdale

$24.99-29.99

Aram – 
Heart 4x6 Frame

Fuller’s Home & Hardware
35 E. First St., Hinsdale

$95

Hinsdale Guest Towels –
(other towns available)

Fuller’s Home & Hardware
35 E. First St., Hinsdale

$13.99

Kai Collection – a light and intoxicating scent 
of gardenia wrapped in white exotics. para-
ben, sulfate, phthalate, phosphate & gluten 
free. cruelty free.  Choose from candles and 
body products for the perfect gift!

Work+Shop
14 W. First St., Hinsdale

Shelley Kyle Signature 
Shimmer Powder Talc Free 
Gift Box Set – Brilliant all over 
silk shimmer powder talc free 
packaged with a baby puff. 
Lightly dust for a seductive 
shimmer anywhere you like it! 
Size: 100g, 4oz.

Work+Shop
14 W. First St., Hinsdale

$42

Anarchy Street’s Short Fuzzy 
Faux Fur Jacket – An elegant 
charming unique must-have 
trending jacket. Available in 
Leopard or Black.

Work+Shop
14 W. First St., Hinsdale

$145

Chiostro Panettone Crema al 
Pistachio – Just arrived from Italy

Yankee Peddler
30 E. Hinsdale Ave., Hinsdale

$45.95
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He had asked the same ques-
tion countless times with mostly 
predictable answers. But to the 
boy who had spent December 
poring over Christmas catalogs 
with a magnifying glass and a 
marker, his grandmother’s an-
swer was almost unfathomable.

“What do I want for 
Christmas? Oh, not much,” 
she said contentedly. “I’m just 
happy to be together with the 
family.”

“Oh ... that’s great, 
Grandma,” replied the boy, 
feigning enthusiasm. “I asked 
for a skateboard.”

Photos from that era depict 
a maniacal present monster 
wading through knee-deep 
wrapping paper — a version of 
me far more energetic than the 
one writing this column. They 
also show Grandma seated 

comfortably in the 
background, enjoying 
the festivities. The 
presents she opened 
served mostly as ful-
fillment of the ritual. 
Sure, she would open 
them with a smile 
and express heart-
felt gratitude. But 
deep down, Mildred 
Halsten wished for the 
same thing every year, 
and she already had it. Her gifts 
were all around her, laughing 
and snacking and playing on the 
living room floor.

Grandma remained a fixture in 
our Christmas photos until 2018. 
She celebrated her 99th birth-
day the following October, and 
by Thanksgiving she was gone.

One of my favorite Christmas 
photos depicts my mother with 
two of her favorite people. On 

her right knee is 
my youngest son, 6 
months old at the 
time, resembling an 
adorable sack of pota-
toes in reindeer paja-
mas. His facial expres-
sion conveys some-
thing to the effect of, 
“Who, me?” To her 
left is my eldest son, 

then 3, whose match-
ing pajamas have been 

unzipped for unknown reasons 
to reveal his tummy to the cam-
era. Both boys wear winter hats 
adorned with snowflakes and 
John Deere tractors. Mom wears 
a grin of riotous laughter.

It didn’t feel, at the time, like 
one of the last happy Christmas 
photos I would take of her. 
It’s vibrant and brimming with 
life; no signs of the cancer that 
would appear from out of the 

blue, turn all our lives upside-
down and send her home to 
Heaven in a matter of months.

Looking at these photos 
now, I finally understand where 
Grandma was coming from.

“Being together with the 
family” is not a stock answer for 
those who’ve stopped making 
lists for Santa. It’s a genuine 
Christmas wish that goes by 
another name: prayer.

Once you’ve felt the sting of 
loss, your priorities change. After 
decades of asking for the shiny 
new gadget, all I want now is the 
well-worn routine of celebrating 
God’s love for us with the peo-
ple I love. And, of course, the 
photos to remember those loved 
ones when they’re gone ... or 
grown.

In a year of much loss, I pray 
the same for you, too.

Happy holidays.

Peter Celauro

Grandma’s wish now shared by grandson 

“It was a great Wigilia.” 
Those five words bring tears 

to my eyes. They were the 
words I quietly whispered to my 
father late last Christmas Eve as 
the joyful sound of family mem-
bers lingered in the air.

The Wigilia is a 
Czechoslovakian tradition that 
my grandparents brought with 
them when they immigrated to 
the United States as newlyweds. 
Like many immigrants, they used 
the tradition as a source of con-
nection to the loved ones left 
behind. 

Our Christmas Eve tradition is 
a time of waiting for baby Jesus 
and uses symbols to illustrate 
the sweet and sour in life. All 
of the lights are turned on in 
our house to create a message 

of welcoming. My 
father dips a clove of 
garlic, the sour, into 
honey, the sweet, 
and anoints our fore-
heads. We share a 
wafer called oplatky 
and then sit down to 
a dinner where every 
course represents a 
phase in Christ’s life. 

The menu includes 
sauerkraut soup, fish, 
rye bread and kolacky. After 
we eat, each family member 
cracks a nut to predict what 
kind of year they will have.  The 
Wigilia is the cornerstone of our 
Christmas. 

My father has been fighting 
lung disease for many years 
and his health had been declin-
ing. When I sat with my dad 

last Christmas Eve, 
I thought it might 
be his last Wigilia. It 
turns out that I would 
lose a parent in the 
upcoming year, but it 
wouldn’t be my father. 
It would be my mom.  

My incredibly kind 
mother was diag-
nosed with cancer in 

July. Two weeks later, 
she was gone. No one 

ever expected that my healthy, 
active mom would die before 
my dad.  We were shocked and 
didn’t think my dad could go on 
without her. But here we are on 
the cusp of our next Wigilia and 
we must go on, together. 

I call 2020 the year of waiting. 
We have had to wait for test 
results, vaccines and election 

results.  However, when you are 
waiting, you can actually have 
your very best conversations. 
It could be the talks you have 
with your kids waiting for Santa 
or the conversations as the 
Thanksgiving turkey cooks in 
the oven. We have had great 
discussions in our homes waiting 
for COVID to end and important 
exchanges waiting for a presi-
dent to be picked.

The Wigilia is a tradition that 
makes the most of waiting. 
Every time we teach it to a new 
spouse or new grandchild, we 
have the kind of conversations 
that strengthen who we are as 
family and how we connect to 
each other. This year, our time of 
waiting will need to be a time of 
healing. For that, we turn to the 
never ending power of tradition. 

Terri Goudie

Tradition will carry us
forward in the year of waiting

.,
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All I want 
for 

Christmas...

John Derian selection
Yankee Peddler
30 E. Hinsdale Ave., Hinsdale

$10.95 & up

Antique Diamond Filigree Ring 
Circa 1920’s, stunning example of 
period filigree. 0.60ct European 
cut center diamond. See our 
extensive Art Deco and Victorian 
jewelry collection. 

Zabler Design Jewelers
26 S. Prospect Ave., 
Clarendon Hills

$3,885

Thymes Frasier Fir
Yankee Peddler
30 E. Hinsdale Ave., 
Hinsdale

$15.95 & up

Assorted unique necklaces
Yankee Peddler
30 E. Hinsdale Ave., 
Hinsdale

Flexible Diamond Bracelets – These 
ingenious bracelets flex with you! 
So easy to wear stacked with other 
bracelets or by itself. Available in 
14k white, yellow, and rose gold. 

Zabler Design Jewelers
26 S. Prospect Ave., Clarendon Hills

$2,385

Mint Green Tourmaline 
Ring – Engage with color with 
this 3.35ct mint color Paraiba 
tourmaline ring. Asymmetrical 
design is a one-of-a-kind look. 

Zabler Design Jewelers
26 S. Prospect Ave., 
Clarendon Hills

$1,795

Hand carved Christmas 
Scenes made in Germany
Yankee Peddler
30 E. Hinsdale Ave., 
Hinsdale
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®

7163 S. Kingery Hwy., Willowbrook, IL 60527   (630) 455-1234 - Call or Text
1149 Wilmette Ave., Wilmette, IL 60091   (847) 251-5000 - Call or Text 

www.MyBella.com

http://www.mybella.com/

