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Hinsdale Central sophomore Tegan Steines, a member of Central’s girls soccer team, chats with a participant during the Julie K. Heidecke 
tribute soccer clinic held at Hinsdale Central recently. The 26th annual free clinic was hosted by Central’s girls soccer players and coach-
es. Julie Heidecke graduated from Hinsdale Central in 1997. She was the captain of the soccer team and an All-Conference selection 
her senior year. She went on to Illinois State University to continue her soccer career. Unfortunately, Julie died in 1998 at the age of 19 
in a car accident. Julie’s parents set up the Julie K. Heidecke Tribute Awards Foundation in her honor. Please turn to Page 36 for more 
pictures. (Jim Slonoff photo)
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16 GRANT SQUARE  |  HINSDALE IL 60521  |  630.323.0135  |  www.kramerfoods.com
Hours: M-F 8am - 8pm; Sat 8am - 6pm; Sun 8am - 5pm

INDEPENDENTLY FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1953
SALE DATES APRIL 18 - 24

DAIRY
PILLSBURY ASST.
COOKIE DOUGH ....................................... $3.49/16.5 oz.
KRAFT MOZZARELLA & CHEDDAR
TWISTS ........................................................... $3.49/9 oz.
PILLSBURY ASST. 8 ct.
GRANDS .................................................... $2.49/16.3 oz.

MEAT
WHOLE
PORK TENDERLOIN ........................................................ $3.98/lb.
DUTCH FARMS FROZEN
CHICKEN KIEV, CORDON BLEU, BROCCOLI & CHEESE ...$1.59/5 oz.
KRAMER’S HOMEMADE FROZEN (Ground Chuck 8 oz. ea., 6/pkg.)
PUB BURGERS .....................................................$14.98/3 lb. pkg.
CLAM SHACK FROZEN
LOBSTER BISQUE .......................................................$8.79/18 oz.

BAKERY
BLACK & WHITE 
ICED COOKIES .............................................. $3.99/8 oz.

PANE
MARIANO BREAD ............................................$2.99/ea.

FROZEN
NESTLE ASST.
DRUMSTICKS .................................................. $4.99/4 ct.
TGI FRIDAYS ASST.
SNACKS ..................................................... $4.49/8-11 oz.
BAGEL BITES ASST.
PIZZA .............................................................. $2.49/7 oz.

DELI
BOAR’S HEAD OVEN GOLD
TURKEY BREAST ................................................$8.49/lb.
BOAR’S HEAD
TAVERN HAM ....................................................$7.99/lb.

COLBY CHEESE .................................................$5.49/lb.

GROCERY

GENERAL MILLS “FAMILY SIZE” ORIGINAL
CHEERIOS .....................................................$4.99/18 oz.
BARILLA “LONG CUTS ONLY” (Excludes Gluten Free & Whole Grain)
PASTA ............................................................$1.35/16 oz.
STARKIST IN WATER
CHUNK LIGHT TUNA ........................................99¢/5 oz.
MANWICH ORIGINAL OR CHUNKY
SLOPPY JOE SAUCE ............................. $1.49/15-15.5 oz.
TABASCO ORIGINAL
HOT SAUCE ................................................... $3.29/5 oz.
TIDE ASST.
LIQUID DETERGENT ....................................$7.39/42 oz.
WILDFIRE ASST.
SALAD DRESSING ........................................$5.79/12 oz.

PRODUCE
TROPICANA
ORANGE JUICE ............................................$3.99/52 oz.
WHITE 
MUSHROOMS ...............................................$2.99/16 oz.
NAVAL
ORANGES ...................................................... $1.49/2 pk.

CANTALOUPE ...................................................$2.69/ea.

$4.99/18 ct.
POPSICLE ASST.

ICE POPS

$2.19/12 oz.
LEWIS ASST.
1/2 LOAFS

.69¢/8 oz.
RED GOLD
TOMATO SAUCE

$2.69/11 oz.
DONKEY 

TORTILLA 
CHIPS

$2.99/8 ct.
ROSEN’S

HOT DOG &
 HAMBURGER

BUNS

https://www.kramerfoods.com/
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news
D181 focused on keeping students safe

By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

Community Consolidated 
Elementary District 181 has taken 
several steps to keep staff and stu-
dents safe while still welcoming 
community members who visit the 
schools.

And the work is not done, said 
Jeffrey Alstadt, communications 
director. 

“We’re constantly looking for 
ways to continue to enhance the 
safety efforts at the district,” he said 
Tuesday. 

Alstadt highlighted past, cur-
rent and future initiatives for 
board members at their meeting 
Monday night. Previous facilities 
projects created safety vestibules at 
the schools and secure office areas 
with visitor management systems. 
Exterior card readers were installed 
and safety film was applied to first-
floor windows, he reported.

This year the district began using 

a three-point entry system. Visitors 
must first be buzzed into the vesti-
bule and then buzzed into the main 
office before being cleared to enter 
the learning environment. The dis-
trict also upgraded to the Verkada 
Guest visitor management system 
to control and track who enters the 
schools and print visitor badges.

Other safety improvements 
this year included the installation 
of security cameras, bringing the 
number to 210 internal and exter-
nal cameras, and new room num-
ber signs, called tents, that allow all 
room numbers to be seen from the 
end of a hallway.

This year served as a pilot year 
for CrisisGo, a software system that 
allows the district to send out alerts 
and communicate and coordinate 
with first responders. The com-
pany also provides tools to help 
staff understand how to react in an 
emergency. 

One of the most visible changes 
this year was the introduction of 

safety officer visits under a pilot 
program. Officers from Hinsdale, 
Burr Ridge and Clarendon Hills 
have conducted more than 1,300 
site visits so far this school year, 
Alstadt said.

“It’s not like your traditional SRO 
(school resource officer). They 
don’t handle student discipline,” 
he commented Tuesday. “Yes, they 
interact with students, but it’s more 
of a focus on presence. They’re 
walking the grounds. They’re in the 
school. They check to make sure 
doors are locked and the school is 
secure.”

Next year instead of one officer 
being in the district every school 
day, there will be three.

“If something was to happen, 
we’d have three internal people 
deployed to the site instantly in 
addition to the other first respond-
ers,” Alstadt told The Hinsdalean.

Police also work with district staff 
to facilitate safety training, such as 
the ALICE civilian active shooter 

response training. 
Alstadt praised the work of 

the District 181 Safety and Crisis 
Committee, which is comprised 
of district staff and representatives 
from area police and fire depart-
ments. Committee members, who 
meet every other month during 
the school year, review and mon-
itor the safety and crisis plan and 
discuss current events involving 
school security, according to the 
district’s website.

“The collaboration that happens 
here in this community I would 
say doesn’t happen everywhere,” 
Alstadt told The Hinsdalean.

At the meeting, board President 
Mike Martin praised Alstadt and 
Superintendent Hector Garcia for 
the improved safety protocols that 
have been implemented during the 
three years he has served on the 
board.

“I think it’s very unique for an 
elementary/middle school district 
to take these steps,” he said.

The Hinsdale Central Choir per-
formed movements from Missa 
Brevis KV140 by Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart. The short Latin 
Mass was performed with com-
bined choirs, chamber strings from 
the philharmonic orchestra and 
four professional soloists from the 
Chicago area. Five other Central 
choirs performed as well during 
the March choir concert program. 
Meg McMillin, Darren Carlevato 
and Jocelyn Dodenhoff were 
among the members of the choir 
conducted by Jennifer Burkemper. 
(Jim Slonoff photos)

Central sings

mailto:plannom@thehinsdalean.com
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Learn Why Kim Lotka is Hinsdale’s 
Most Reviewed Individual Agent

630.533.8800  |  kim@kimlotka.com
over 175 Zillow reviews

THE REVIEWS 
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Walk-ins always welcome!
410 CHESTNUT ST., HINSDALE
(630) 631-7445

Tuxedo & Prom
TAILOR SHOP

Tuxedos • Prom Dresses
Wedding Dresses 
Draperies • More!

EASY TEXT BOOKING:
1. Text (630)631-7445

2. Text name, phone number, date 
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Places from the past — Hinsdale’s building services supervisor, Jim Piontkowski, 
took this photo in 1979. This picture is of the Century 21 Real Estate office at 28 E. 
Hinsdale Ave., currently home to Marabella Home. Do you have a Hinsdale photo 
that is at least 25 years old? We’d love to share it with our readers. Stop by our 
office at 7 W. First St. or email it to jslonoff@thehinsdalean.com.

Delivery
The Hinsdalean is available by 
mail to those living outside of 
Hinsdale for $99 for six months 
or $179 for one year. Email 
version is $49 per year. To 
subscribe or if you have ques-
tions about delivery, call Tina 
Wisniowicz.
Corrections
The Hinsdalean staff strives 
to provide an error-free news-
paper each week. If a mistake 
is published, however, we are 
happy to correct it. Call or 
email Pamela Lannom to report 
errors requiring correction or 
clarification.
Letters to the editor
Our letters policy is published 
on Page 11.

Obituaries
Obituaries are published free 
each week in The Hinsdalean. 
Information may be mailed,  
faxed or emailed to news@
thehinsdalean.com. Obituaries 
may be edited for style and 
space.
Photo reprint policy
Photographs that appear in 
The Hinsdalean may be pur-
chased on our Web site at the-
hinsdalean.com. Occasionally 
additional photographs that 
have not been published in the 
paper may be published on the 
site; these also will be available 
for puchase.
Advertising policy
We reserve the right to edit 
and/or refuse all advertising 
submitted to The Hinsdalean.

Happy Birthday!
Jill Lobbezoo

turns 9 April 20
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Hinsdale family wants sidewalk safety
Village said it’s taken action, but Richards say hazard remains after son was killed

By Ken Knutson
kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

Hinsdale officials have not done 
enough to improve safety outside 
Fuller’s Car Wash following the trag-
ic death of 14-year-old village resident 
Sean Richards last summer, according 
to his parents, Kristi and Brian Richards.

During public comment at Tuesday 
night’s village board meeting, an emo-
tional Kristi Richards criticized trustees’ 
approval of protective bollards at the 
site following the accident as an inad-
equate measure that gives pedestrians 
“the false sense that they are protected” 
when walking past the car wash exit 
area. 

“Safety on a sidewalk should be 
this board’s No. 1 priority,” she said. 
“There’s a complete lack of under-
standing by this board of the severity 
and gravity of this tragedy and the trau-

ma that this community has suffered.”
The original bollards were installed 

by Fuller’s in August, shortly after Sean 
was struck and killed July 17 when a 
vehicle exiting the car wash acceler-
ated onto the sidewalk where he was 
walking. The vehicle proceeded into 
Fontano’s Subs across Lincoln Street, 
injuring three patrons.

Village President Tom Cauley, on 
behalf of the trustees, expressed his 
sympathies to the Richards, and assured 
them public safety is a top priority.

“We’re not enemies here. We’re on 
the same side,” Cauley told the couple. 

He said after the village signed off on 
the rebar-reinforced concrete bollards 
that had been placed four feet apart, 
enclosed in a decorative brick wall, the 
Richards presented engineering infor-
mation on stopping a car going 35 miles 
per hour that led officials to require 
more posts be added to leave only a 

two-foot gap.
“At this point, what we’ve approved is 

something that’s been approved by our 
engineers,” Cauley explained.

He acknowledged that work to install 
the additional bollards has not been 
completed, which Kristi Richards 
argued leaves people at risk. 

“You’re allowing that car wash to 
operate with something that doesn’t 
work?” she posed, questioning why a 
warning sign hasn’t at least been erect-
ed.

Cauley said the village will make sure 
the bollards are put in this spring.

Several of the Richards’ friends and 
neighbors also urged the village to take 
more steps to ensure such a tragedy 
isn’t repeated. Brian Richards said car 
wash workers still drive around the bol-
lards and onto the sidewalk adjacent to 
the business.

“We don’t want to be adversarial,” 

he told trustees, expressing the family’s 
fondness for Hinsdale. “We’re not going 
to let this go. It’s our new mission.”

On advice of their counsel, Kristi said, 
the family submitted a letter to the vil-
lage demanding the permanent revoca-
tion of the special-use permit that has 
allowed Fuller’s Car Wash to operate at 
the site since 1995. She cited four other 
instances since 2007 where cars being 
driven out of the car wash crossed over 
Lincoln and injured people or damaged 
vehicles.

“The corner at Lincoln and Chicago 
Avenue where Fuller’s Car wash is 
located is not safe. This has been known 
by Fuller’s and the village for many 
years,” Kristi said. “We’re not interest-
ed in things that look safe. We want to 
know with confidence that our friends 
and neighbors and their children will be 
safe walking on a sidewalk on Lincoln 
Street.”

Central girls will join 
competition on gridiron

By Ken Knutson
kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

Hinsdale Central will join the ranks of 
the state’s newest interscholastic sport 
next fall: girls flag football.

Hinsdale High School District 86 
Board members voted April 11 to field a 
team at Central to be part of the Illinois 
High School Association’s inaugural 
2024-25 season this fall.

“It’s a new opportunity for our female 
athletes,” Central athletic director 
Mike Jezioro said Monday. “It provides 
another avenue for female students to 
be involved with the school.”

The IHSA announced in February 
that girls flag football would become 
part of its fall slate of full-time activities, 
complete with an IHSA state series and 
championship game.

“The addition of girls flag football 
furthers the IHSA mission of creating 
participation opportunities for high 
school students in Illinois,” said IHSA 
Executive Director Craig Anderson in a 
statement. “The sport has experienced 
significant growth in a short amount 
of time, and our member schools are 
excited to see it become an IHSA sport.”

The cost of the program is estimated 
to be about $29,000, with $17,000 for 
uniforms, equipment and transporta-
tion, and the rest earmarked for coach 
stipends. District officials said students 
led the effort to create a Central team. A 
survey at Hinsdale South did not indi-
cate enough interest to add the sport at 
that campus, but South students will be 
able participate in Central’s program.

“The district could complete the 
IHSA requirements before August 1 to 
allow South students to participate on 
the Central team,” administrators told 
board members in a memo.

Jezioro said first steps include assem-
bling a coaching staff and scheduling a 
summer camp. He expects a learning 
curve as the game is introduced.

“The sport has different rules (than 
standard football), and not a lot of 
female athletes grew up playing foot-
ball,” he said. “It will be a new experi-
ence for some of our girls. I think we’re 
anticipating a smooth transition.”

Dan Tully, IHSA Board president, 
said in a statement that being willing to 
adapt as an organization is vital.

“Girls flag football is somewhat 
unprecedented in terms of its growth 
and timeline for achieving an IHSA 
state series. We are enthusiastic about 
how much has been accomplished 
in such a short amount of time, and 
expect that participation will continue 
to increase in the years ahead,” he said.

Jezioro said a number of schools have 
been running the sport as a club for sev-
eral years. More than 100 schools have 
committed to having a girls flag football 
team, he reported, including nearly all 
of Central’s West Suburban Conference 
rivals, although it’s not yet a conference 
sport. 

Excitement is high, he related.
“A lot of our students have stopped 

me in the hall or after school to tell me 
that they’re looking forward to it,” he 
said. 

news

Members of Redeemer Church, Union Church and the Unitarian Church 
of Hinsdale hosed a community wide recycle and shred event 
Saturday morning. Members of SCARCE — School & Community 
Assistance for Recycling and Composting Education — were on 
hand to help volunteers collect items ranging from books to bicy-
cles, and cars lined up well before the event started. Gerry Lee gets 
help from Tony Oborn unloading several bicycles he donated. (Jim 
Slonoff photos)

It takes a village

mailto:kknutson@thehinsdalean.com
mailto:kknutson@thehinsdalean.com
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meeTing rounduP

Hinsdale High School district 86 Board
6 p.m. Thursday, April 25
Hinsdale South High School
7401 Clarendon Hills Road, Darien
www.hinsdale86.org/board-of-education/board-meetings

Hinsdale Historic Preservation Commission special 
meeting

6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 23
Memorial Building
19 E. Chicago Ave.
www.villageofhinsdale.org

On the draft agenda: public meetings and sign permit 
reviews for 302 S. Grant (Immanuel Hall ground sign), 5 E. 
First St. (The Salon by David and William/Brow Paradiso wall 
signs), 317 E. First St (preservation incentive), 317 S. Park Ave. 
(preservation incentive)

Hinsdale Public Library Board
7 p.m. Tuesday, April 23
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info

Community Consolidated district 181 Board

Among other business at their meeting Monday, board mem-
bers:

• heard an update on full-day kindergarten from Mindy 
Bradford, assistant superintendent of business and oper-
ations. The district plans to borrow $18 million to pay for 
construction of additional classroom space using debt cer-
tificates. The district can issue the certificates without the 
need for a referendum as long as repayments are made from 
operating funds. The total project is expected to cost $19.2 
million, down from an earlier estimate of $26.4 million, and 
the district will make up the $1.2 million from reserves. The 
board is expected to vote on issuing the debt certificates at its 
May 13 meeting. 

• learned work will begin on renovating the new district 
headquarters at 113 Ogden Ave. before the second-floor 
tenant moves out. The district attempted to buy out the lease 
to have access to the 900 square feet, but the tenant said she 
plans to stay until her current lease expires in May 2027 or 
possibly until the end of her lease extension in May 2032. The 
board is expected to go to bid this summer and award con-
tracts in September, with work starting in October. The space 
will be ready before the district’s lease on its current space in 
Clarendon Hills ends on June 30, 2025.

• unanimously elected Bill Cotter to serve as board presi-
dent, Grace Shin to serve as vice president and Margie Kleber 
to serve as secretary. Their terms will last for one year.

Cotter took a moment to thank outgoing President Mike 
Martin for his leadership.

“I wanted to acknowledge that and thank you for your ser-
vice,” Cotter said.

• passed a resolution opposing the deannexation of six 
homes in the Robin Hood Ranch subdivision in Oak Brook. 
The property owners have filed a petition to deannex from 
District 181 and join Butler Elementary District 53. 

• approved the final school calendar for the 2023-24 year. As 
no emergency days were used, the last day of student atten-
dance will be May 31. 

• accepted gifts and contributions including $1,000 from the 
District 181 Foundation for the purchase of eclipse glasses for 
students and staff and a violin case and music worth $75 from 
an individual donor

114 S. Washington, Hinsdale

nexT week

https://www.hinsdale86.org/board-of-education/board-meetings
https://www.villageofhinsdale.org/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
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Special Pricing

NEWS
More to recycling than meets the curb

With Earth Day coming up next week 
and spring cleaning on many to-do lists, 
residents might be wondering what to 
do with unwanted items — and wheth-
er they can be recycled. 

Many items can be recycled, even 
if they can’t be placed in a curbside 
recycling bin, according to DuPage 
County’s website.

As a reminder, curbside recycling 
in Hinsdale is limited to the following 
items: aluminum cans and clean foil; 
plastics (#1, #2, #3, #4, #5 and #7); glass 
bottles and jars; tin cans and empty 
aerosol cans; cardboard (cereal boxes, 
beverage cartons, corrugated); six- and 
12-pack rings; and paper (newspaper, 
direct mail, bills, envelopes, magazines, 
catologs, telephone directories, office 
paper, brown paper bags).

Below are drop-off locations for 
a variety of items, most of which are 
listed in DuPage County’s recycling 
guide at www.dupagecounty.gov > 
Home > Government > Departments 
> Environment and Sustainability > 
Recycling. The website also includes 
information on recycling options for 
items not listed below. 

• Books, school/office supplies, 
crayons

Donations of boxed books, office 
supplies and crayons can be taken 
to SCARCE, 800 S. Rohlwing Road, 
Addison. Hours are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesdays to Fridays.

Visit www.scarce.org for details. To 
donate five or more boxes, call (630) 
545-9710 to schedule a delivery.

• Clothing and textile recycling
DuPage County has partnered 

with eWorks and RewearAble to col-
lect clothing and textiles for reuse and 
recycling at several sites. Acceptable 
items are clothing, shoes, sheets, bed-
ding, towels and other household tex-
tiles in any condition (no heavily soiled 
items). Shoes must be matched and tied 
together. Items must be bagged.

The closest drop-off is the Burr Ridge 
Public Works Facility at 451 Commerce 
St. Hours are 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. weekdays.

• Electronics recycling
Computers, laptops, servers, moni-

tors, televisions, printers, fax machines, 
scanners, VCR and DVD players, video 
game consoles, cell phones and other 
electronics and small household appli-
ances can be recycled at several sites. 
Appliances with refrigerants or not list-
ed will not be accepted.

Fees apply only for TVs and monitors: 

$25 for items up to 21 inches and $35 for 
items 21 inches and larger.

The closest drop-off is the Burr Ridge 
Public Works Facility at 451 Commerce 
St. Hours are 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. weekdays.

• Eyeglasses and hearing aids
Lions Clubs accept eyeglasses and 

hearing aids to offer the gift of sight or 
sound to those in need. Items may be 
dropped off at local clubs, including 
the ones 18 N. Cass Ave. in Westmont 
and 300 W. 22nd St. in Oak Brook, and 
at Walmart Vision Centers. Visit www.
lionsclub.org and search “eyeglass 
donations” for more details.

• Hazardous waste
Illinois residents may drop off house-

hold items such as automotive fluids, 
batteries, fire extinguishers, fluorescent 
bulbs, propane tanks and more at the 
Regional Household Hazardous Waste 
Facility, 156 Fort Hill Drive, Naperville. 
This drive through, free drop-off facility 
is open from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays 
and Sundays. 

For more information, visit www.
naperville.il.us > Services > Garbage 
and recycling > Household hazardous 
waste facility or call (630) 240-6095.

• Holiday lights
Any type of holiday string lights  — 

working or not — along with electrical 
cords, can be dropped off year-round 
at SCARCE, 800 S. Rohlwing Road, 
Addison. Hours are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesdays to Fridays. Visit www.scarce.
org or call (630) 545-9710.

• Medications
Residents can drop off prescription 

and over-the-counter drugs through 
the Cook County Sheriff’s Office free 
Prescription Drug Take Back program 
using the collection box in the Hinsdale 
Police Department lobby, 121 Symonds 
Drive. Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. week-
days and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays. No 
needles or liquids allowed. 

• Styrofoam 
Western Springs offers a styrofoam 

recycling collection from 9 a.m. to noon 
the first Saturday of every month in 
the Recreation Center parking lot, 1500 
Walker St. For more information, visit 
www.wsprings.com/faq.aspx?qid=188.

• U.S. flags
The Hinsdale American Legion Post 

250 accepts used American flags and 
disposes of them properly. Flags can be 
dropped in the box in the circle drive 
near the Hinsdale Public Library, 20 E. 
Maple St. 

— compiled by Pamela Lannom

https://www.dupagecounty.gov/
https://www.scarce.org/
https://www.lionsclub.org/
https://www.lionsclub.org/
https://www.naperville.il.us/
https://www.naperville.il.us/
https://www.scarce.org/
https://www.scarce.org/
https://www.wsprings.com/faq.aspx?qid=188
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POLICE BEAT

MEETING ROUNDUP

Hinsdale police reports were not available before the paper 
went to press Wednesday afternoon. 

441 E. OGDEN AVE., CLARENDON HILLS
(1 mile west of Route 83)

www.zazasclarendonhills.com  |  630.920.0500
HOURS: M-T: 4-9pm W-F: 11:30am-9pm Sat-Sun: 4-9pm

LUNCH • DINNER
CARRY OUT ORDERS & DELIVERY via Uber Eats

Enjoy delicious signature dishes, daily specials, 
handmade pasta, fresh seafood, chops & veal.

April initiative targets
distracted drivers

The Hinsdale Police 
Department is partnering 
with the Illinois Department 
of Transportation, Illinois 
State Police and more than 
200 local law enforcement 
agencies to step up enforce-
ment efforts across the state 
in recognition of Distracted 
Driving Awareness Month. 
Throughout April, motorists 
can expect increased patrols 
looking for texting and driving 
as well as other traffic viola-
tions with the “U Drive. U Text. 
U Pay.” campaign.

“Distracted driving is one 
of the leading causes of motor 
vehicle crashes on our roads 
today,” Deputy Chief Thomas 
Lillie said. “During Distracted 
Driving Awareness Month, 
law enforcement will boost 
enforcement efforts, stopping 

anyone we see texting and driv-
ing. We do this to save lives.”

Between 2012 and 2021, 
approximately 32,000 lives 
were lost in crashes involving 
distracted drivers. Everyone 
has the potential for distract-
ed driving crashes, but those 
between the ages of 16 and 24 
are especially at risk. A driver 
who needs to text should pull 
over to a safe location, or if 
there is a passenger, consider 
appointing a “designated tex-
ter.” Whatever the solution, 
don’t text and drive.

In Illinois, using a phone in 
anything other than hands-free 
mode is not only dangerous, 
but also illegal.

The Illinois distracted driv-
ing campaign is funded with 
federal traffic safety funds 
administered by IDOT.

Hinsdale Village Board

Among other business Tuesday, trustees:
• approved outdoor dining for Casa Margarita effective imme-

diately. The restaurant operates in the Brush Hill Train Station 
at 25 E. Hinsdale Ave. and is subject to a lease agreement with 
the village as well as a contract agreement between the village 
and BNSF, rather than the newly adopted regulations for out-
door dining in the village code. The outdoor dining permission 
runs through Oct. 31.

• approved the addition of six properties to the Historically 
Significant Structures Property List, which may make them eli-
gible for incentives for historic preservation projects

• approved 2024 pay plans for full-time, part-time and pub-
lic services employees effective May 1, 2024 to April 30, 2025. 
The plans incorporate at 3 percent increase across the board 
for most salaries, in line with the 3 percent increase for police 
officers as part of the collective bargaining agreement with the 
Fraternal Order of Police. 

• held first reads on temporary use permits to allow for out-
door dining for Fuller House and Giuliano’s Pizza beginning 
May 22. Similar to previous years, Fuller House, 50 S. Garfield 
Ave.,  would conduct outdoor dining on its private property 
through Oct. 31, and would also have live outdoor music every 
Wednesday through Sept. 26. Giuliano’s Pizza, 40 Village Place, 
will use two of its parking spaces for outdoor dining through 
Aug. 15.

What’s in a name?
OUR NAME SAYS IT ALL...

The Hinsdalean
One town. One paper.

https://www.zazasclarendonhills.com/
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After a single father lost 
custody of his seven children 
because of his drug addiction, 
he reached out to Brightpoint 
for the tools to get his life back 
on track and his kids back 
home.

At last year’s Derby Day 
fundraiser, sponsored by the 
agency’s Hinsdale Auxiliary, 
guests were stirred by the 
man’s powerful testimony of 
redemption.

“And now he actually 
works for Brightpoint in their 
‘Fathers First’ program,” relat-
ed auxiliary volunteer Beth 
Lyons. “It’s nice to hear those 
happy stories.” 

Lyons, of Elmhurst, and 
Hinsdale’s Margaret Facchini 
are co-chairs of the 69th 
annual Kentucky Derby-
inspired Derby Day Party at 
4:30 p.m. Saturday, May 4 at 
Butterfield Country Club (see 
Page 16 for details). Facchini 
said Brightpoint — formerly 
Children’s Home & Aid — 
works to support families 
experiencing crisis to keep 
children from having to enter 
the foster care system.

“(Brightpoint) tries to help 
in any way they can, whether 
it’s counseling for the families, 
whether it’s child care, wheth-
er it’s food, diapers,” she said.

The organization articu-

lates its mission as advancing 
“the well-being of children by 
investing in families to disrupt 
the systemic and multi-genera-
tional cycle of racial, social and 
economic inequality.” It oper-
ates several Child & Family 
Centers in Chicago and the 
surrounding suburbs provid-
ing early education as well as 
medical, dental, mental health 
and nutrition resources while 
also equipping parents with 
skills to meet life’s challenges.

“They get services there, all 
of their meals, after-school 
care. Parents can drop them 
off so they can go to work and 
know they’re in a safe place,” 
said Facchini, who visited one 
of the centers as dozens of little 
ones were making art. “We all 
worked in a room, and it was 
really fun to be with the kids.”

The vision hits home for 
Facchini, who shared her own 
journey growing up with five 
siblings being raised by their 
divorced mom.

“It was welfare and food 
stamps,” she said of the sup-
port network in that time. “I 
cleaned houses in high school. 
We did what we could.”

Both Facchini and Lyons 
linked up with Brightpoint 
about three years ago. But 
Lyons had been familiar with 
the outreach for some time.

“Friends of my parents used 
to go 25, 30 years ago,” Lyons 
said.

Putting together a Derby 
Day event requires flexibility 
and organizational skills, the 
duo agreed, as well a good 
team of volunteers. 

“We are small but mighty,” 
Lyons said.

“We have a lot of people 
who, when a job needs to get 
done, it gets done,” Facchini 

added. “The women that work 
with us at Brightpoint are 
amazing.”

Emcee Alex Maragos of NBC 
Chicago will keep things on 
track, so to speak, although the 
fact that the Kentucky Derby 
lasts only two minutes makes 
for an efficient affair.

“This whole event is 
wrapped around less than five 
minutes,” Facchini quipped.

Amidst the fascinators and 

mint juleps, people at Derby 
Day are mindful that resources 
collected will go to help fami-
lies get out of the gate toward a 
more stable future.

“We can live in our little 
bubbles here and think that 
(family struggle) doesn’t hap-
pen, but it does,” Lyons said.

“Everybody needs a hand,” 
Facchini said.

— story by Ken Knutson, 
photo by Jim Slonoff

IT’S TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING!
Power Washing Decks & Patios

Grill Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • Lawn Mower Repair/Tuning
 Window Screen Repair • Power Washing • Garage Cleaning

Plumbing • Electrical • Landscaping & More!

IT’S TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING!IT’S TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING!IT’S TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING!IT’S TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING!IT’S TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING!IT’S TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING!

Call Today to Schedule! (630) 323-7750
35 E. First Street, Hinsdale  |  fullershh@gmail.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm • Sat. 8am-4pm • Sun. Closed

■  “We have a lot of people who, when a job needs to get done, it gets 
done. The women that work with us at Brightpoint are amazing.”

   — Margaret Facchini

Ladies lead Derby 
Day down the 
home stretch

BETH LYONS & MARGARET FACCHINI
FACCHINI GREW UP IN RIVERSIDE • FACCHINI IS MOM TO DAUGHTER BELLA & 
SON CUYLER • LYONS IS MOM TO STEPSON HAYDEN • FACCHINI SERVES ON 
HINSDALE ASSEMBLY BOARD

mailto:fullershh@gmail.com
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opinion

April is National Donate Life Month, estab-
lished in 2003 to bring attention to the criti-
cal shortage of organs and tissue for patients 
through various activities and events, and 
encourage individuals to become organ/tissue 
donors. Ceremonies are held to honor those who 
have donated and saved lives, to mourn those 
who have died while waiting for a transplant, to 
provide support for patients whose lives depend 
on finding a donor, and to celebrate the lives 
saved and improved due to donation. 

According to the Health Resources and 
Services Administration, across the country 
more than 100,000 men, women and children 
are currently in need of a lifesaving transplant. 
Another person is added to the waiting list every 
10 minutes, and 17 succumb to their health con-
ditions each day because the organ they need is 
not donated in time.

About 4,000 Illinoisans are waiting for an organ 
transplant, as reported on www.donatelife.net. 
Even though there are 7.1 million people regis-
tered to become organ/tissue donors across the 
state, about 300 Illinoisans die each year waiting 
for a transplant.

Here are some facts about organ donation 
from the Gift of Hope organization at www.gift-
ofhope.org

• One individual can save up to eight lives 
as an organ donor, heal more than 25 people 
in need of skin grafts, bone or tendon grafts or 
other donated tissue, and help restore sight for 
two people.

• The major organs that can be donated for 
transplant are the liver, heart, lungs, kidneys, 
pancreas, and small intestine. Tissues that can 
be donated include the corneas, bone, saphe-
nous and femoral veins, heart valves and skin.

• Most people waiting for transplants need 
corneas or kidneys. Hearts, lungs and livers offer 
the greatest potential to save people’s lives.

• Virtually anyone regardless of age, race or 
gender can become an organ and tissue donor. 
Donors are usually healthy people who have 
suffered a life-ending trauma and are declared 
legally dead. Medical eligibility depends on 
many factors and is determined after the donor’s 
death.

Those of all ages and medical histories 
should consider themselves potential donors 

for deceased donation. There is no cost to the 
donor’s family or estate for donation, and dona-
tion becomes an option only when a patient is 
declared clinically and legally dead.

A national system matches available organs 
from the donor with people on the waiting list 
based on blood type, body size, how sick they 
are, donor distance, tissue type and time on the 
list. Race, income, gender, celebrity and social 
status are never considered.

Check to see if your Illinois drivers license 
or state ID card displays a red state logo with 
“DONOR.” If not, think about signing up on the 
Secretary of State’s registry at www.lifegoeson.
com.

In a statement, Gift of Hope President/CEO 
Harry Wilkins said the effort to expand the pool 
of organ donors is one that requires everyone’s 
involvement. 

“We are proud to join forces with commu-
nities, partners and advocates in underscoring 
the importance of life-giving organ and tissue 
donation and encouraging people to register 
their decision as organ and tissue donors,” he 
remarked.

editorial

Become an organ donor and a potential life saver

commentary

‘Just one more thing’ will be the death of me
I was really looking forward to 

having dinner with a friend last 
Friday night. My husband and 
daughter were both going to be 
out, and I was excited for the 
chance to relax and catch up with 
her.

I was all ready to go when I 
decided I had time to throw a load 
a laundry into the wash before I 
left the house. That way I wouldn’t 
have to stay up late waiting for the 
clothes to come out of the dryer. I 
headed downstairs to the laundry 
room and was still sorting clothes 
when I heard my daughter’s voice.

“Bye, Mom,” she called out. “I’m 
leaving.” 

I felt a moment of panic. She was 
headed across the street to babysit 
at 6:15 p.m. I was supposed to 
leave at 6:15 p.m. I stopped turning 
inside-out socks right-side-out, 
threw in some laundry detergent, 
turned the machine on and left 
my house in a rush. I was late, of 

course, but my friend 
understood.

“I always think I can 
do just one more thing 
before I leave,” I told her. 
She nodded knowingly.

The list of “one more 
things” I’ve tried to do 
before leaving is long. 
I’ve loaded dishes and 
started the dishwasher, 
refilled the dog’s food 
container from the bin in 
the basement and sorted 
through the pile of mail sitting on 
the kitchen counter. I’ve even tried 
to take the dog for a quick walk 
around the block or call the dentist 
to schedule an overdue cleaning.

I am particularly vulnerable to 
this urge on weekday mornings 
before I head into work. I don’t 
want to face a sink full of dishes 
when I get home, so I try to wash 
them quickly before I leave. If it’s 
garbage day, I might convince 

myself I have time to 
quickly clean out the 
fridge so I don’t have to 
do it after work.

The problem is none of 
the activities take as few 
minutes as I have avail-
able. And so I am perpet-
ually late, even though 
I am a firm believer in 
punctuality — at least 
theoretically.

For several years I tried 
to blame being late on 

my daughter. Her pace seems to be 
the same every morning — wheth-
er she gets up on time and has a 
full 30 minutes to get ready or over-
sleeps and has a mere 15 minutes 
before we need to head out the 
door. (She did not inherit my feel-
ings on punctuality.)

But the truth is even when I’m 
not waiting for her, I’m often late. 
And it’s usually because I’m trying 
to do just one more thing. The 

problem is there is always have one 
more thing to do. My “to do” list is 
never really done. 

Just this week, I found myself 
stopping at the store after work 
to buy some rice. I had carefully 
planned our meals for the week 
and purchased rice when I went 
grocery shopping on Saturday. I 
had not anticipated that my dog 
would get sick and I would need to 
feed her the rice I planned to serve 
with chicken satay Tuesday night.

As for my laundry-induced 
lateness on Friday, my friend 
didn’t mind. We had a wonder-
ful time. When I got home, I put 
the clothes in the dryer — where 
they remained until morning, as I 
promptly fell asleep on the couch. 

So I had just one more thing to 
do Saturday morning before head-
ing to the grocery store.
— Pamela Lannom is editor of The 
Hinsdalean. Readers can email her 

at plannom@thehinsdalean.com.

Pamela Lannom

n The problem is none of the activities take as few minutes as I have 
available. And so I am perpetually late, even though I am a firm

believer in punctuality — at least theoretically.

https://www.donatelife.net/
https://www.gift-ofhope.org/
https://www.gift-ofhope.org/
https://www.lifegoeson.com/
https://www.lifegoeson.com/
mailto:plannom@thehinsdalean.com
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guest commentary

Elementary school
offers inspiration

It was the day 
that I had been 
waiting for. My 
fourth-grade teach-
er passed around 
the large packets 
filled with lists of 
activities and choic-
es for the upcom-
ing special day. I 
scanned through 
the options, cir-
cling the words that 
jumped out to me the most 
on the page. Baking. Forensic 
science. Firefighting. I ranked 
my top activities and submit-
ted them to my teacher.

The purpose of these thick, 
white packets was for High 
Interest Day, an event in 
elementary school where 
instead of going to classes, we 
went to different classrooms 
where adults discussed what 
they did for their careers. I 
remember attending one 
session at which veterinarians 
discussed how they heal and 
treat animals. I learned how 
firefighters put out fires and 
rescue people from burning 
buildings. I played pickleball 
outside with a real coach. My 
favorite course was the bak-
ing-in-a-mug course, which, 
funnily enough, was one of 
the only courses that didn’t 
mimic a career. I liked it any-
way because I got a sweet 
treat in the end.

This day was one of the 
experiences I knew I would 
miss most after graduating 
from elementary school, 
because I had a feeling I 
wouldn’t get to participate 
in an opportunity like this 
again. And I was right. Not to 
say that my high school and 
middle school experiences 
haven’t been great (minus 
a portion occupied by a 
certain global pandemic...), 
but I think we could take 

something from the 
elementary school 
playbook.

We have never 
had a day quite like 
High Interest Day 
in high school so 
far. Now that I am 
a junior and have 
to think about my 
future, it would be 
nice to have a day 
of learning what 

majors and careers actually 
mean and what people do in 
their jobs. One of my favorite 
posts that I saw while scroll-
ing on Reddit was someone 
saying that even though they 
are an adult, they still don’t 
know what engineers do. I 
relate to that; I myself am not 
100 percent sure what their 
work really entails. What I do 
know is that a day dedicated 
to learning such information 
would be helpful in figuring 
that out.

Or we could go the route 
my fifth-grade class took 
and have to participate in 
a mini-economy with taxes 
and rent and, of course, fake 
money to experience bud-
geting. We could even imple-
ment elementary school clas-
sics like Field Day, Halloween 
parades, holiday parties, and 
other fun events. Elementary 
school may feel childish, but 
I really think we could find 
inspiration in (albeit, age-ap-
propriate inspiration) and 
learn from its events.

If we ever have a High 
Interest-esque day, I may 
finally learn what engineers 
do. And, hopefully, bake 
something in a mug, too.

— Leah Packer, a junior at 
Hinsdale Central, is a con-

tributing columnist. Readers 
can email her at news@the-

hinsdalean.com. 

Requirements
• 250 words or fewer
• include writer’s name, 

address and daytime phone 
number

• documentation must be 
provided for numbers, statistics 
and other facts mentioned in 
the letter

• no form letters

Submission
• e-mail to news@thehins-

dalean.com
• fax to (630) 323-4220
• mail to The Hinsdalean, 

Letters to the editor, 7 W. First 
St., Hinsdale Il 60521

Questions?
Call (630) 323-4422

letters policy

letters to the editor

oPinion

Leah Packer 

mailto:news@the-hinsdalean.com
mailto:news@the-hinsdalean.com
mailto:news@thehins-dalean.com
mailto:news@thehins-dalean.com
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60 South Grant Street  |  Hinsdale, IL 60521  |  630.323-0275
www.sullivanfuneralhomehinsdale.com

Four Generations of 
Our Family Caring for 
Families Like Yours.

Since 1924.
Terrence M. Sullivan and Brian D. Sullivan

Beverly Louise Leija
Beverly Louise Leija of Oak Brook 

passed away April 11, 2024.
Beverly was a straight shooter with a 

brutally honest personality and loved 
nothing more than bragging about her 
grandchildren, who called her Aha, and 
their accomplishments. She was always 
up for a good meal while enjoying a 
top-shelf margarita and fiery political 
discussions with her family. She will be 
affectionately remembered as Beckus, and her 
unique presence will be missed.

She is survived by her husband of 66 years, 
Dr. Joseph Leija; her children, Joseph and 

Cynthia (Dr. Robert) Wagner, both of 
Hinsdale; her grandchildren, Michael 
(Brittany) Wagner, Kathryn (Ryan) 
Goll and Dr. Mary Elizabeth Wagner; 
and her great-grandchildren, Adam 
and Grace Wagner and Charlotte and 
Daniel Goll.

Interment will be private at Queen of 
Heaven Cemetery in Hillside.

In lieu of flowers memorials may be 
made online to St. Jude Children’s Hospital at 
www.stjude.org. 

Brian Powell Funeral Directors of Hinsdale 
handled the arrangements.

Alex McClement
Alexander “Scotty” McClement, 91, 

passed away peacefully March 28, 2024.
Alex was born in Glasgow, Scotland, 

in 1932 to Alexander and Janet “Jennie” 
McClement. He immigrated to the 
United States in 1951.

In his younger days, he was a 
semi-professional hockey player and 
worked within the food industry, 
which paved the way for his entrepre-
neurial journey. Alex founded McClement 
Management Group, dedicating nearly five 
decades to servicing the McDonald’s corpo-
ration. The company reflected his values of 
integrity, honesty and direct communication. 
Alex also served as a respected mentor to 

countless individuals and was a proud 
member of the Chicago Blackhawk 
Alumni Association.

Alex is survived by his wife, Sheila 
McClement; and his son, Scott (Sheryl) 
McClement. 

Visitation is from 3 to 7 p.m. today, 
April 18, and from 9 to 11 a.m. Friday, 
April 19, at Sullivan Funeral Home, 60 S 
Grant St., Hinsdale.

A service will follow from 11 a.m. to noon 
Friday at the funeral home. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made 
to the Ronald McDonald House Charities, 
26345 Network Place, Chicago, IL 60673-1263 
or online at www.rmhc.org/donate.

Bruce L. Tobias
Bruce L. Tobias, 68, of Woodridge, 

a former 30-year resident of Hinsdale, 
passed away April 14, 2024.

He was born in Chicago in 1955 to 
Ralph and Anna Tobias. 

At age 18, Bruce entered the fire ser-
vice as a cadet, serving for 15 years 
until he retired from the Hinsdale Fire 
Department in 1983. He married Patrice 
Foster on June 26, 1975, in Hinsdale.

In 1975, Bruce entered into busi-
ness with his father-in-law as co-owner of 
Foster ServiceMaster, and in 1998 joined 
ServiceMaster DSI, with whom he was 
employed until the time of his death. Bruce 
was also a longtime member of the DuPage 
Amateur Radio Club, serving as chairman of 
the ARRL North American Field Day for 25 
years. 

Bruce is survived by his wife, Patrice; his chil-
dren, Erin (Joshua) Boyce, Patrick Tobias and 

Meaghan (Ryan) Evans; his grandchil-
dren, Liam and Ronin Boyce and Nora, 
Ella, Quinn and Reese Evans; his sis-
ter, Dianna (John) Tomisek; his neph-
ew, Todd Tomisek; his niece, Dianna 
(James) Cates; and his great-niece and 
-nephews, Brandon, Alyssa, Jack and 
Luke. 

Visitation will be held from 3 to 8 
p.m. Monday, April 22, at Adolf & 

Powell Funeral Home, 7000 S. Madison St., 
Willowbrook. Family and friends will meet for 
a funeral Mass at 10 a.m. Tuesday, April 23, 
at St. Isaac Jogues Catholic Church, 306 W. 
Fourth St., Hinsdale.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made 
to the Hinsdale Hospital Foundation NICU, 
120 N. Oak Street, Hinsdale, IL 60521 (online 
at www.uchicagomedicineadventhealth.org.) 

Arrangements by Brian Powell Funeral 
Directors of Hinsdale.

Leija

McClement

Tobias

www.powellfuneraldirectors.com

Brian Powell, Sr.
Brian Powell, Jr.

Powell
Funeral
Directors
Caring for Hinsdale 
since 1979

Facilities available at:
7000 S. Madison St.

630.703.9131

https://www.sullivanfuneralhomehinsdale.com/
https://www.stjude.org/
https://www.rmhc.org/donate
https://www.uchicagomedicineadventhealth.org/
https://www.powellfuneraldirectors.com/
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GOOD NEWS
CEO SELECTED TO
ATTEND SUMMIT

David 
Pequet, CEO 
and senior 
portfolio 
manager at 
MPI Wealth 
Management 
in Hinsdale, 
attended the 
2024 Barron’s 

Top Independent Advisors 
Summit, March 13-15 in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. The invita-
tion-only conference is hosted 
by Barron’s Magazine.

The Barron’s Summit is a 
gathering of self-made leaders 
who have earned a distinct 
place within the financial ser-
vices industry. The event offers 
the top independent practi-
tioners a unique opportunity 
to interface and network with 
the peers who best understand 
their businesses.

Offered by Barron’s Advisor 
since 2009, this curated experi-
ence has become the premier 
annual event for ranked inde-
pendent advisors, with content 

designed to highlight the best 
practices and specific needs of 
independent advisors.

The three-day conference 
featured several respected 
speakers from the world of 
finance providing the attend-
ees unique access and insight 
not normally available.

The advisors selected by 
Barron’s for the summit are 
chosen based on the depth 
and breadth of service offer-
ing, assets under management 
and regulatory records. Firm 
responses were voluntary, and 
no fee was paid to Barrons to 
be included in the ranking.

“As we celebrate our 38th 
year in business as an inde-
pendent registered investment 
advisor, Matt (Pequet, senior 
vice president) and I are very 
proud that this is the 13th year 
in a row we have been invited 
to the Barron’s conference,” 
Pequet said.

MATH TEAM
PLACES SECOND

Several students from 
Hinsdale Middle School par-

ticipated in MathCounts, the 
largest nationwide middle 
school math competition.

Eleven students represented 
the school at the chapter level, 
securing an impressive second 
place as a team. Five students 
competed in the Illinois State 
MathCounts Competition, 
where they finished in sixth 
place.

Their accomplishment 
stands as one of the strongest 
performances in recent history 
for HMS, surpassing the previ-
ous best of 10th place in 2016.

The team — composed 
of eighth-graders George 
An and James Bednarz, sev-
enth-grader Ryan Zhang and 
sixth-grader Albert Li, along 
with individual competitor 
Andy Dong (seventh grade), 
faced stiff competition against 
some 40 school teams in the 
finals. Renowned schools such 
as Whitney Young, Kennedy 
Junior High and the UChicago 
Lab School were among the 
competitors.

The team is supported 
by the school and the HMS 
Parent-Teacher Organization.

ELM SCHOOL
EARNS RECOGNITION

Elm School recently was 
chosen as a Professional 
Learning Community at Work 
school. The school celebrated 
onsite and was recognized at 
the District 181 board meet-
ing in March.

Model PLC at Work recog-
nizes schools that demon-
strate a commitment to 
developing a highly collabo-
rative environment for at least 
three years and have clear 
evidence of improved student 
learning.

WB PROGRAM
HAS NEW NAME

The Community House 
in Hinsdale has renamed 
its Willowbrook Corner 
Youth Learning Initiative the 
Spark Youth Development 
Initiative.

“Unlocking the potential 
of youth in unincorporated 
Willowbrook is at the core 
of the newly rebranded and 
expanded SPARK Youth 

Development Initiative,” the 
agency’s website states. “With 
a comprehensive approach, 
we go beyond academics and 
foster growth in every aspect. 
From personalized mentoring 
to captivating field trips and 
career exploration, we ignite 
sparks within young minds.

“Our licensed clinical 
counselors provide essential 
mental health services, our 
mentors guide young minds 
through homework help and 
social and emotional wellness 
activities, while our pool days 
and off-site adventures add 
fun-filled memories,” it con-
tinues. “Services are provided 
at affordable rates that help 
us enrich the lives of each 
student and family.”

In addition to offering after-
school care and summer 
camps, the program recently 
has been expanded to include 
on-site licensed social work-
ers. additional community 
recreation programs. Literacy 
programs, career speak-
ers, field trips and Junior 
Achievement programs also 
are offered.

Unlock our community brochure 
by scanning the QR code with 
your phone camera.

At The Birches, 
it feels like home.
As a locally owned and operated haven, we put 
you in control to define your own journey.  
Find your purpose at The Birches, a resident-
driven community. 

215 55th Street  |  Clarendon Hills, IL 60514  |  (630) 789-1135  |  birches.net

Pequet
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Page 14 • April 18, 2024 • The Hinsdalean

an G e dum
Senior VP of Mortgage Lending

O: (773) 435-0654    C: (312) 543-9692
Rate.com/dan    dan@rate.com
14 W. Hinsdale Ave, 2nd Floor, Hinsdale, IL 60521

Applicant subject to credit and underwriting approval. Not all applicants will be approved for financing. Receipt of application does not represent an approval for financing or interest rate
guarantee. Restrictions may apply, contact Guaranteed Rate for current rates and for more information.

NMLS ID: 686529; IL - 031.0031282 • NMLS ID #2611 (Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) • IL - Residential Mortgage Licensee 
- IDFPR, 122 South Michigan Avenue, Suite 1900, Chicago, Illinois, 60603, 312-793-3000, 3940 N. Ravenswood Ave., Chicago, IL 60613 #MB.0005932

Spring is a great time to buy. 
Contact me today for financing options. 

Get o� the fence! 

What is Zyn and 
why is it harmful?
Parents might not be familiar 

with Zyn, an oral nicotine pouch, 
but college students certainly are.

“It was huge on my campus and 
we have Illinois Wesleyan right 
next to us as well,” said Grace 
Thompson, an intern at Candor 
Health Education who will grad-
uate from Illinois State University 
with a degree in public health in 
May. “Between those two schools, 
it would just be everywhere. There 
would be younger people who 
would come down for homecom-
ing or parties, and you’d see them 
doing it as well.”

Zyn is the most popular brand 
of oral nicotine pouches, which 
first came out in the early 2000s 
but were eclipsed by the rise of 
e-cigarettes and vapes. Because 
the pouches do not contain any 
actual tobacco leaves, they are not 
classified or regulated by the FDA 
as smokeless tobacco products. 
But the pouches typically have 
higher levels of nicotine and are 
absorbed directly into the blood-
stream, Thompson said.

Sales skyrocketed from $126 

million in 2019 to $808 million in 
2022, Thompson learned while 
researching the topic for an article 
she wrote for Candor’s website. 

Social media has exposed 
more young people to the 
product, Thompson said, with 
“Zynfluencers” posting on TikTok.

“There’s definitely addictions to 
(social media) and all the things 
that are attracting them to the 
newest, brightest, most popular 
thing,” she said. “They want that 
for sure.”

The pouches, like vapes, come 
in a variety of flavors that appeal 
to teens. They also can be con-
sumed more discreetly.

“It’s not anything I’m smoking, 
so it’s easier to hide from my par-
ents,” kids might think, according 
to Thompson.

And while the sale of nico-
tine pouches is limited to adults 
21 and older, it’s often easy for 
minors to get their hands on the 
product.

“They can find someone who 
is 21 who can buy for them,” 
Thompson said. “There are so 
many gas stations and smoke 
shops that don’t card properly.”

While there is a shortage of 
research about the long-term 

effects of nicotine, Thompson said 
a nicotine addiction in a young 
person can cause significant dam-
age.

“There is a lot of development 
happening in their brain, and 
nicotine can definitely inhibit that 
development because of all the 
chemicals and how it reacts with 
your brain,” she said, citing issues 
with memory and attention span. 

“That could lead to problems 
in school and getting in trouble,” 
Thompson said.

Developing an early addiction 
to nicotine also could predispose 
teens to a drug or alcohol addic-
tion as they get older.

“That can definitely make it eas-
ier for them to become addicted 
to worse substances,” Thompson 
said.

She said she hopes more par-
ents and teachers will be aware of 
the product, which can look like 
a pack of gum or mints, and have 
open and honest conversations 
with kids about the dangers of nic-
otine use.

“If you sit down and explain 
things to them and explain the 
why — a lot of times kids just want 
the why,” she said.

— by Pamela Lannom

The 2023 National Youth Tobacco Survey 
revealed that some 310,000 middle and 
high school students had used oral nico-
tine products, such as Zyn, within the last 
30 days, according to Grace Thompson, 
an intern with Candor Health Education. 
(photo provided)

refresh
by kenna homes

630-430-0876

Elizabeth@refresh-kh.com

General Contracting
refresh | remodel | repair

THE 
LAMP DOCTOR

Lamp and Fixture Repair Service 
in Downers Grove or 

in Your Home
by appointment only

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL 630.887.7140

FOR AN APPOINTMENT

515 OGDEN AVE., DOWNERS GROVE
• HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE • 
Check in @ The Lamp Doctor on Facebook

Lamp and Fixture Repair Service 

FREE ESTIMATES

DENNIS
- The Lamp Doctor

mailto:dan@rate.com
https://www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/
mailto:Elizabeth@refresh-kh.com
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Pulse
Take a walk ‘Into the Woods’

Central Drama leads audiences through fantastical Broadway classic
By Ken Knutson

kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

Last year Hinsdale Central’s 
drama and music departments 
were deliberating over which 
musical to put on in spring of 
2024. 

Like a stroke of inspiration from 
a fairy godmother, drama teach-
er Erin Lundin landed on the 
Stephen Sondheim-scored “Into 
the Woods.”

”We have perfect kids to do this 
show this year, and it just sort of 
gelled immediately. We knew right 
away it was the right (production) 
for this year,” Lundin related. 
The mash-up of famous Brothers 
Grimm stories will be staged at 7 
p.m. tomorrow and at 1 and 7 p.m. 
Saturday in Central’s auditorium. 
5500 S. Grant St.

Among the familiar charac-
ters depicted are those from 
Rapunzel, Cinderella, Jack and the 
Beanstalk and Little Red Riding 
Hood, Lundin said. And, of course, 
a witch. They venture into the 
woods in pursuit of their happi-
ly-ever-after dreams. But then the 
production takes a turn.

“In the second part of the show, 
the characters face the conse-
quences of the wishes that they got 
in the first half. Reality hits in act 
two, and we find the darker side of 
the fairy tales,” Lundin said.

Music teacher Jennifer 
Burkemper was tasked with guid-
ing students through the difficult, 
tongue-twisting Sondheim com-
positions.

“This is probably the sec-
ond-most intensive in terms of 
vocal score because it’s almost all 
song,” said Burkemper, ranking it 
just below “Les Miserable.”

But she said the richly imagined 
show provides good experience 
in the various dimensions of the 
theater. 

“It was the right combination 
for everybody involved: it fit the 
kids that we had, it fit our instru-
mentalist program really well,” she 
said.

Lundin agreed, noting the 
number of substantial parts in the 
24-member cast for those in their 
final year as Red Devils.

“We have a lot of seniors who we 
wanted to give that lead opportu-

nity to. This gave a lot more kids 
the chance to have a starring role,” 
she said. “I don’t think we’ve had 
this many kids involved in a musi-
cal since probably pre-COVID, 
which is what we want.”

Senior Max Zhu’s assignment 
does not require speaking but 
plenty of physical activity as he 
serves as puppeteer for the white 
cow that belongs to Jack of bean-
stalk fame.

“I had to get used to carrying it 
on my back,” Zhu said, acknowl-
edging his preference for a part 
free of singing and dancing. “I 
control the face, so I try to match 
my expression to the feeling that 
the cow would be having.”

Senior Grace McGowan plays 
the Baker’s Wife. McGowan 

actually portrayed Cinderella in 
BAMtheatre’s presentation of the 
musical last year and so came 
well-versed in the production.

“I was really excited to dig into 
a new character,” she said of the 
Baker’s Wife. 

“I really like how the musical 
takes fairytale characters, who 
are usually portrayed either as 
all good or very bad, and bring 
them to the middle. Nobody is a 
good person, but nobody is a bad 
person, either,” she said. “I think 
finding that happy medium to 
explain them as actual people is 
fascinating.”

She cited one scene when Jack 
and Little Red Riding Hood are 
talking on stage.

“It’s cool to see these characters 

meet in the fairytale world,” she 
said.

McGowan credits the drama 
program for growing her confi-
dence and expanding her lead-
ership aptitude through assistant 
director opportunities.

“It’s helped me build my inde-
pendence in creating characters 
and performing,” she said.

Lundin revealed that “Into the 
Woods” has been on her wish list 
for some time.

“It’s one I’ve wanted to do since 
I was about 12 years old,” she said. 
“I’m excited to see it finally come 
to life.”

Tickets are $15 for general 
admission and $10 for students. 
Visit www.hinsdaledrama.com/
tickets.html.

Cast members 
of Hinsdale 
Central 
Drama’s 
production 
of “Into the 
Woods” hold a 
dress rehears-
al Monday in 
preparation 
for Friday and 
Saturday’s 
performances 
in the school’s 
auditorium. 
Well-known 
fairytale 
characters 
are brought 
together in this 
richly scored 
musical. (Jim 
Slonoff pho-
tos)

mailto:kknutson@thehinsdalean.com
https://www.hinsdaledrama.com/tickets.html
https://www.hinsdaledrama.com/tickets.html
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The Hinsdale Middle School PTO thanks all of the Superheros
 who contributed to the 2023 - 2024 Annual Appeal! 

Friends of HMSBronze LevelSilver Level

Gold Level

Platinum Level
The Crittenen Family 
Meghan Fulton
The Gaynor Family 
The Goodwin Family 
The Gustafson Family 
The Hare Family 
The Kalsi Family 
The Kurcz Family 
The Lapica Family 
The Lopez Family 
The Massery Family 
The Pauley Family 
The Saraf Family 
The Short Family 
The Singh Family 
The Weiner Family 

The Apple Family 
The Asbahi Family 
The Bai Family 
The Cassell Family 
The Chandarana Family 
The Davis Family 
The Davis Family 
The Douglass Family 
The Doyle Family 
The Entsminger Family 
The Graham Family 
The Grieve Family 
The Hanson Family 
The Hunley Family 
The Hutter Family 
The Johnson Family 
The Li Family 
Lisa Read Real Estate
The Meltzer Family 
The Nguyen Family 
The Perugini Family 

The Phelps Family 
The Pyrros Family 
The Quinn Family 
Sanjeev Dental PC
The Schmid Family 
The Schreiber Family 
The Shaplin Family 
The Shi Family 
The Shin Family 
The Spatara Family 
The Stanton Family 
The Sunbulli Family 
Tessa and Louie Turek 
The Unke Family 
The Velco Family 
The Verros Family 
The Wanless Family 
The White Family 
The Zhang Family 

The Deboo Family 
The Lucht Family 
The Monteleone Family 

Girl Scout Troop 55694
The Horton Family 
Jaya Fitzgerald Family 
The Madden Family 
The McGrath Family 
The Saegesser Family 
The Wolfe Family 

The Charles Family 
The Chen Family 
The Donnan Family 
The Ernst Family 
Flora Shao
The Ilic Family 
The Labriola-Curran Family 
The Lawrence Family 
The Porter Family 
State Farm Insurance in 
Charleston, IL
The Sweiz Family 
The Valls Family 

100 S Garfield St, Hinsdale, IL 60521
Phone: 630.861.4700

PULSE
ARTFULLY DONE

■ Heartwork Exhibit Opening
April 20
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Join this art reception hon-
oring the work Heartwork 
students have created during 
a series of classes over the past 
year under the instruction of 
local artist Maureen Claffy. 
The work will be on display 
in the library’s Quiet Room 
through April 30. Light refresh-
ments will be available. Time: 
2 to 3 p.m. RR

FOR A CAUSE

■ Blood drive
April 20
Rejuvenate Health
534 Chestnut St.
www.versiti.org/IL
(847) 305-9998

Rejuvenate Health and JLF 
Fitness are sponsoring this 
blood drive in cooperation 
with Versiti Blood Center of 
Illinois and reminding resi-

dents that one donation can 
save up to three lives. A photo 
ID is required. Walk-ins are 
welcome but appointments 
are encouraged. Visit the web-
site or text or call the number 
listed above. Time: 8:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m.

■ Derby Day Party 
May 4 
Butterfield Country Club
2800 Midwest Road, Oak 
Brook
www.brightpoint.org/events

Watch the Kentucky 
Derby live on the big screen 
at Hinsdale Auxiliary’s 
69th annual event to ben-
efit Brightpoint (formerly 
Children’s Home & Aid) and 
its comprehensive behavioral 
health services for parents, 
children and youth across 
Illinois. Enjoy cocktails fol-
lowed by dinner and dancing. 
Register by noon May 1. Time: 
4:30 to 11 p.m. Tickets: $185, 
$1,800 for table of 10.

■ Hinsdale Kitchen Walk
May 10
Hinsdale homes

www.kitchen-walk.com
The Hinsdale Historical 

Society Women’s Board is 
sponsoring its annual event 
showcasing the kitchens of six 
different homes in the village, 
which are listed at the website 
above. Proceeds support the 
Hinsdale Historical Society 
and its mission to bridge the 
past, present and future by 
engaging the community with 
its history and architecture. 
Tickets can be purchased 
online or at Yakee Peddler, 
30 E. Hinsdale Ave. Hours: 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Tickets: $75.

   
GREEN THUMB

■ Containers and Raised Beds
April 20
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Learn from a master gar-
dener how to raise productive 
vegetables in containers and 
other above-ground growing 
systems for safe and fruitful 

Please turn to Page 18

The Morton Arboretum is hosting an Arbor Day plant sale 
April 25-27. Tickets must be purchased in advance. See 
Page 18 for details. 

https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://www.versiti.org/IL
https://www.brightpoint.org/events
https://www.kitchen-walk.com/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
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PULSE
Six things you might not know about midwifery care
For women, a health care journey 

can be a winding road with a lot of 
natural and unexpected health chang-
es. From well-person care and pre-
vention to family planning, concep-
tion, pregnancy, delivery, post-par-
tum and even breast health — there’s 
one thing that can remain consistent: 
our client’s active decision-making in 
their health care. And that is the very 
focus of certified nurse midwives.

Many people assume that midwives 
only deliver babies via home birth. 
This is far from the truth. In fact, 
nurse midwives are highly trained 
and credentialed to provide compre-
hensive care for life. 

People have many misconceptions 
about midwifery care. Let’s explore 
the facts.

1. Nurse midwives are different 
than doulas

A doula can help you through 
your pregnancy, labor and birth, but 
more as an emotional support coach. 
Doulas are not medical care provid-
ers.

A nurse midwife is a clinically 
trained nurse who receives further 
training and certification to provide 
medical care throughout life from 

well-checkups to pregnan-
cy, delivery and postpar-
tum.

2. Nurse midwives pro-
vide in-hospital labor and 
delivery care

Another common mis-
conception is that nurse 
midwives deliver babies 
only through home birth. 
While there are midwives 
that do home births, all 
our UChicago Medicine 
AdventHealth nurse mid-
wives are licensed as advanced prac-
tice nurses and certified nationally to 
practice. We do all our deliveries in 
the hospital setting and collaborate 
with our OB/GYN physicians on high-
risk cases. 

3. Nurse midwives support women 
to make their own pain management 
choices

Your midwife is your partner 
through the labor and delivery jour-
ney. We support you in whatever 
decision you make, with, of course, 
our utmost priority being the safety of 
you and your baby. That relationship 
is the same no matter if you choose to 
give birth with or without an epidural.

4. Nurse midwives pro-
vide the full spectrum of 
women’s care

It’s common for people to 
think that nurse midwives 
only deliver babies, but in 
reality, a big and important 
part of a nurse midwife’s 
care is annual and ongoing 
well-person care. During 
those visits, you and your 
midwife can talk about 
anything that’s important to 
your health at that age and 

stage of life and health. 
5. Midwives provide whole-health 

care for the body, mind and spirit
UChicago Medicine AdventHealth 

nurse midwives are particularly 
focused on helping clients thrive 
with a holistic approach to complete 
health in body, mind and spirit. 
Midwives promote patient autonomy 
and their involvement in their own 
care decisions, help people under-
stand how their body is working and 
how and why it’s changing, and how 
they can work to have the best life and 
experiences possible. Because of this 
approach, nurse midwife visits can be 
a little longer compared to traditional 

OB/GYN appointments.
6. Nurse midwives have a positive 

working relationship with OB/GYN 
physicians

Our nurse midwives have a very 
collaborative and positive working 
team culture between other nurses 
and the OB/GYN physicians. We all 
work closely with nurses and patients 
to promote a vaginal delivery when 
safe and the best choice for the 
patient. 

For women with high-risk preg-
nancies, our midwives collaborate 
with physicians. We are trained and 
equipped to do essentially the first 
line of care, even if high risk, and 
refer or collaborate when needed. In 
pregnancy, this could involves mul-
tiples or a chronic health condition. 
In non-pregnant people, it could be 
a condition like fibroids or menstrual 
problems.

Midwives are your partner on your 
healthcare journey, whether that’s 
prevention, pregnancy care or overall 
wellness.

— Megan Belleavia is a certified 
nurse midwife with UChicago 

Medicine AdventHealth
Medical Group.

Megan Belleavia
Healthbeat 

MAY 4, 2024  |  4:30 PM
BUTTERFIELD COUNTRY CLUB

69TH ANNUAL 

DERBY DAY PARTY

INVITES YOU TO THE

The Hinsdale Auxiliary of Brightpoint

brightpoint.org/derbydayVisit our website to purchase your tickets!                      

Live & Silent AuctionsGrand RaffleRace Viewing Dinner & Dancing

brightpoint.org/derbyday

 Silent Auctions

$185 PER PERSON  •  REGISTER BY MAY 1, 2024  •  DERBY DAY ATTIRE ENCOURAGED!
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For more information or to register go to

purevibedance.com 

Summer Dance 
Camps and Workshops 

are Open!
Barbie Dance Camp (ages 3-7)

TikTok Hip-Hop (ages 7-12)

Swifty Camp (ages 4-8)

Guest Teacher Workshops 
(Ages 8+, experience required)

Skills Workshops, including Acro 
and Floor Tricks

And more!

v
v

v

v

v

v

So many great 
choices!

Camps and Workshops 

Summer

Classes

coming

soon!

PULSE

backyard vegetables while 
maximizing garden space. 
Construction material options 
also will be discussed. Time: 
10 to 11 a.m. RR

■ Arbor Day Plant Sale
April 25-27
Morton Arboretum
4100 Route 53, Lisle
www.mortonarb.org
(630) 719-2468

Thousands of carefully 
chosen plants will be avail-
able for sale, and expert Plant 
Geniuses will be on hand 
to answer questions and 
suggest plants. Tickets must 
be purchased for a specific 
entry time in advance. Early 
access tickets allow shoppers 
to enter early Thursday, April 
25. Hours: 9 a.m. to noon for 
early access, 1 to 4 p.m. April 
25; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. April 26 & 
27. Tickets: $32, $47 for early 
access April 25. RR, MD

HEALTH & WELLNESS          

■ Eating Strategies during 

Please turn to Page 22

Continued from Page 16

SUNDAY – THURSDAY
11am-11pm

 FRIDAY-SATURDAY
11am to 12midnight

Carryout & Delivery Available
YorkTavernOakbrook.com

(630) 323-5090
3702 YORK RD • OAK BROOK

Limited Hours

NEW MERCHANDISE EVERY WEEK

All proceeds support

Upscale Consignment Shop
Fine Furnishings  F  Home Décor  F  Unique Tableware

ONLINE SHOPPING AVAILABLE
shopthecourtyard.com

63 Village Place, Hinsdale  |   (630) 323-1135  
Tues.-Sat. 10 am-4:30 pm

https://www.mortonarb.org/
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Kris Berger
630.975.0088
kris.berger@compass.com
krisbergergroup.com

• Set on oversized gorgeous corner lot
• Walk to town, train, Oak Elementary, HMS, 

Hinsdale Central, SIJ
• Lower level recreation room, offi ce, bar, 

wine cellar, gym
• Kitchen and all baths remodeled

741 South Garfi eld Street, Hinsdale
5 Beds | 4.1 Baths

Compass | #1 Brokerage in the U.S

Coming Soon
Kris Berger Presents:

  Kris Berger is a Real Estate agent affi liated with Compass. Compass is a licensed Real Estate broker with a principal offi ce in Chicago, IL and abides by all applicable Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only, is 
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, and changes without notice. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other 
professional advice outside the realm of Real Estate brokerage. 1 Grant Square, Hinsdale, IL 60521. Source, Real Trends 500, as of 2022 based on closed sales volume.

Open House on Sat 
and Sun 1-3 PM

mailto:kris.berger@compass.com
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Kris Berger
630.975.0088
kris.berger@compass.com
krisbergergroup.com

• Beautiful Corner Lot 
• Fully Remodeled 
• Walk to Town, Train, HMS, Hinsdale Central, 

SIJ & Robbins Park 

643 South Lincoln Street, Hinsdale 
5 Beds | 3.1 Baths | $2,199,900

Compass | #1 Brokerage in the U.S

New to Market
Kris Berger Presents:

  Kris Berger is a Real Estate agent affi liated with Compass. Compass is a licensed Real Estate broker with a principal offi ce in Chicago, IL and abides by all applicable Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only, is 
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, and changes without notice. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other 
professional advice outside the realm of Real Estate brokerage. 1 Grant Square, Hinsdale, IL 60521. Source, Real Trends 500, as of 2022 based on closed sales volume.

John Donatelli 
708.227.1908
john.donatelli@compass.com
krisbergergroup.com

Open House on Sat 
and Sun 1-3 PM

mailto:kris.berger@compass.com
mailto:john.donatelli@compass.com
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SPECIAL THANKS  TO: The Post Prom Committee, the Hinsdale Central PTO, 
our Hinsdale Central Prom Sponsors - Maria Cotter, Janelle Hoeksema & Sally Phillip & the Hinsdale Central Boosters

THANK YOU!
to these Generous Families & Businesses that donated 
to Hinsdale Central High School’s Post Prom Tradition  

#BRING YOUR FIRE SPONSORS: RED DEVIL NATION SPONSORS:

BUS SPONSORS: CHAPERONE SPONSORS:

Kathy Brent (Coldwell Banker), Cinderella’s $5 Boutique, The Village Tutors, and The Brelje, 
Cubbin, Jashnani, Menon, Pasciak, & Steines Families

R 
THE BIGGEST THANKS TO OUR CHAPERONES - THE MVPs OF THE NIGHT!!!

Kevin Berland, Mark Mandarino, Matt Miller, Kevin Wagner, Mark Keller, Leen Ghandour, & Patra Dunn

PULSE

Chemotherapy
April 25
Wellness House
131 N. County Line Road
www.wellnesshouse.org
(630) 323-5150

Getting enough food and 
water during treatment can 
be difficult when not feeling 
well due to side effects from 
chemo. Learn strategies from 
a registered dietitian for curb-
ing or decreasing the severity 
of common side effects, such 
as nausea, poor appetite and 
taste changes. Time: 6 to 7:30 
p.m. RR

HELP WANTED

■ Park Clean-up Day
April 22
www.villageofhinsdale.org/pr

Residents of all ages, Scout 
groups, churches, businesses 
and service organizations are 
invited to honor Earth Day 
by pitching in for this annual 
event. Tasks include planting 
trees and removing debris. 
Volunteers can request to 

Please turn to Page 24

Continued from Page 18

Inside Urban Trace Salon

Specialist in: 
Threading • Facial • Body Waxing
 Lashes • Brows • Tinting & More

Call for appointment: 
Sinal 630.888.1413  |  Tracy 630.797.9798

Info@sinalsalon.com
Follow us instagram {RDsalonandSpa}

https://urbantrace.glossgenius.com
5819 S. MADISON ST., HINSDALE, IL 60521

.,

Eyebrows only $10!

Heating & Air Conditioning Contractors
Quality Service since 1948

We service all furnaces & boilers.

and Be Ready for a 
HOT SUMMER
Use this coupon for 
$20 OFF

Call (708) 246-3300 for an appointment
6500 Joliet Rd., Countryside, IL 
www.heatengineering.com

CLEAN & CHECK your 
AIR CONDITIONER

Our
75th Year!

https://www.wellnesshouse.org/
https://www.villageofhinsdale.org/pr
mailto:Info@sinalsalon.com
https://urbantrace.glossgenius.com/
https://www.heatengineering.com/
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FUNDRAISE AND WIN! 
Raise $100, win a WALK water bottle!

Raise $250, win WALK socks!
Raise $500, win a WALK fanny pack!

Raise $1000 or more, win a WALK tote! 

18th Annual
Walk the Walk for Mental Health
Benefiting The Counseling Center at The Community House

ONE MILE COLOR WALKONE MILE COLOR WALK
DATE:
SUNDAY, MAY 19
TIME:
WALK BEGINS
AT 9:00 AM
followed by health expo, post-race
party, food trucks, and fun

SIGN UP:
Register, join a team,
and fundraise here

For more info visit thecommunityhouse.org
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For more information, please contact:

Lupfer Landscaping
Ph:  708-442-2554
www.lupferlandscaping.com

In recent years, the landscaping industry has seen a significant shift toward consolidation, with corporate-owned 
entities increasingly infiltrating the market. While these companies may offer wide service coverage, several 
drawbacks are increasingly evident.

1. Lack of Personalized Services:  Corporate-owned landscaping companies tend to focus on profit margins 
over quality.  

2. Lower Quality of Service:  With a focus on maximizing profits and efficiency, corporate-owned 
companies may compromise on the quality of service, leading to hurried jobs, use of lower-quality 
materials, or less attention to detail. 

3. Less Community Engagement: An increasing number of companies are selling out. Many times, 
the result is not only less personalized service and lower quality output, but sadly, less community 
engagement too. 

It’s important to note that some smaller, local companies are being bought out by larger corporate 
entities but are keeping their name. If the name on the truck doesn’t belong to the owner of  
the company, you may want to hedge your bet on a locally owned and operated landscaping  
firm instead.

Tom and Gretchen Lupfer have been providing superior landscaping and maintenance  
services to residents throughout the western suburbs of Chicago for over 30 years.  
Growing relationships is their business. Creating award-winning landscape designs is  
their passion. 

Drawbacks to the Wave of Mergers and Acquisitions 
Impacting Local Landscaping Companies

Tom Lupfer
Owner & President
Lupfer Landscaping

PULSE

WE HAVE 
SPRING ANNUALS!

2024 SEEDS ARE IN
Vegetables • Herbs • Flowers
PERENNIALS • ROSES • PANSIES

HYDRANGEAS • HOUSEPLANTS • BONSAI 
KALANCHOES • SUCCULENTS

GRASS SEED

5620 South Oak Street
Hinsdale 
1 block S. of 55th & 1 block 
W. of County Line Rd.

(630)-323-1085
www.verngoersgreenhouse.com

Hours: 
Mon-Sat. 8am-5pm; 

Closed Sunday

GIFT CARDS
DOOR COUNTY COFFEE

n

OPENYEARROUND!

• All Natural, Delicious Fruit Smoothies
• Fruit Salad • Vegetable Trays
• Daily Soups and Salad Bar

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

         Visit us at hinsdalefruitstore.com

THE FRUIT STORES
HINSDALE
26 W. First Street (630) 655-1893
(Always FREE Convenient Parking)

WESTERN SPRINGS
925 Burlington Ave. • (708) 246-0893

OPEN SUNDAYS 10-4

SPRING IS IN THE AIR!
Fruits and Veggies are always 

in season here!

  

THE
HINSDALE
26 W. First Street (630) 655-1893
(Always FREE Convenient Parking)

work at a specific park. Hours: 
4 p.m. to dusk. RR

JUST FOR KIDS

■ Earth Day Craft & Snack
April 22
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Kids in kindergarten 

through fifth grade can cel-
ebrate Earth Day by making 
a craft and enjoying a sweet 
snack. Time: 4 to 5 p.m. RR

■ Homework Helpers & Reading 
Ambassadors
Tuesdays in April
Hinsdale Public Library 
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Students in kindergarten 
through eighth grade can 

drop in to receive one-on-one 
homework or reading help 
from a local high school stu-
dent volunteer. Time: 4 to 5 
p.m.  

LISTEN & LEARN

■ A Year Inside College 
Admissions
April 24
Hinsdale Central auditorium
5500 S. Grant St.
www.d181foundation.org

For an entire admissions 
cycle, Jeff Selingo was embed-
ded in three admissions offices 
and followed a group of high 
school seniors through the 
process, as well as players 
behind the scenes, including 
marketers, financial aid con-
sultants and rankers. Hear 
Selingo dispel the entrenched 
notions of how to compete 
and win at the admissions 
game, share why families 
should broaden their notion 

of what qualifies as a “good” 
college and explain how the 
COVID-19 pandemic will 
impact admissions in the 
long run. The program is part 
of the Community Speaker 
Series sponsored by District 
86, District 181 and the District 
181 Foundation. Time: 7 to 
8:30 p.m. RR

■ United Foods of America: 
Mexican Inspirations

Please turn to Page 26

Continued from Page 22

https://www.lupferlandscaping.com/
https://www.verngoersgreenhouse.com/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://www.d181foundation.org/
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B O L I N G B R O O K  •  G L E N O A K S  •  H I N S D A L E  •  L A  G R A N G E

YOUR LOCAL 
CONNECTION TO 
UCHICAGO MEDICINE 
SPECIALTY CARE.
As a national leader in whole-person care, AdventHealth  

connects you to the renowned specialty care of UChicago 

Medicine. That means nearby access to leading-edge care for 

cancer, heart surgery and pediatric specialty care, along with the 

latest clinical trials. When you need advanced care, we are near.

Learn more at: HealthyChicagoland.org
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©2024 SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AFFILIATES LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. SOTHEBY’S 
INTERNATIONAL REALTY® AND THE SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY LOGO ARE SERVICE 
MARKS LICENSED TO SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AFFILIATES LLC AND USED WITH 
PERMISSION. SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AFFILIATES LLC FULLY SUPPORTS THE 
PRINCIPLES OF THE FAIR HOUSING ACT AND THE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ACT. EACH OFFICE IS 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

PEGGY SMEGO
VICE PRESIDENT, SALES

630-561-2379
peggy.smego@jamesonsir.com

$300+ million closed volume

Respected. Responsive. Resourceful.

PEGGY SMEGO
VICE PRESIDENT, SALES

630-561-2379
peggy.smego@jamesonsir.com

from house to home

LISTED AND UNDER CONTRACT IN MARCH 2024

18W337 Claremont Dr., Darien

PULSE

April 25
Hinsdale Public Library 
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

In preparation for Cinco de 
Mayo, learn about the regional 
foods around the country that 
have roots in Mexican cuisine, 
from the California fish taco 
to the Texas fajita. Enjoy a few 
samples as well. Time: 7 to 8 
p.m. RR

NOTEWORTHY

■ ‘Around the World in 80 
Minutes’
April 27 & 28
Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church
203 S. Kensington Ave., La 
Grange
www.hinsdalechorale.org 
(312) 510-1823

The Hinsdale Chorale will 
perform its spring concert 
featuring a wide array of tra-
ditional, folk, liturgical and 
dance songs from a variety of 
cultures around the world and 
in nine different languages. 

Pieces include the traditional 
Zimbabwe greeting, “Sorida,” 
folk songs from Newfoundland 
and Ireland, “Barun Barune,” 
a traditional Iranian folk song 
and Eric Whitacre’s “Five 
Hebrew Love Songs.” Times: 7 
p.m. April 27, 3 p.m. April 28. 
Tickets: $20, $15 for students 
and seniors.

ON STAGE

■ ‘Putnam County Spelling 
Bee’
April 18-20
Hinsdale South High School
7401 S. Clarendon Hills 
Road, Darien

The Hinsdale South Fine 
Arts Department presents this 
popular musical. Tickets may 
be purchased an hour before 
the show. Times: 7 p.m. April 
18-20, 2 p.m. April 20. Tickets: 
$20, $10 for students. 

■ ‘Roald Dahl’s James and the 
Giant Peach’
Fridays to Sundays, April 
19-28
Theatre of Western Springs

Please turn to Page 28

Continued from Page 24

114 S. Washington, Hinsdale

New Happy Hour Menu
3-6PM 

Tues.-Fri.

$ 2 4

mailto:peggy.smego@jamesonsir.com
mailto:peggy.smego@jamesonsir.com
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://www.hinsdalechorale.org/
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T H E  D O M I N O  E F F E C T 

331 THE LANE, HINSDALE
5 bedroom  |  5.1 bath  |  $1,999,900

This newer built stone and stucco home has 10ft soaring ceilings, excellent flow, and 
over 5700 total square feet. Two parcels combine to make an extra wide 70x150ft lot with 
beautiful grounds. Professionally landscaped, large yard. 2-car heated attached garage. 
3 fireplaces. Fabulous 3-season room. Dream location – one block to elementary school 

and close to town, library, and Metra train! This is the one you’ve been waiting for!

NEW TO MARKET

#1 HINSDALE TEAM* 

*MRED, LLC, based on closed sales data for all @properties Christie’s International Real Estate teams in Hinsdale office.

Real Estate Broker, MBA, CPA

6 3 0 . 5 6 1 . 8 3 3 1
larysadomino@atproperties.com

· B.A. 
· M.B.A. 

 @larysadominorealtor

 thedominoeffect.realtor

mailto:larysadomino@atproperties.com
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CHICAGO | HINSDALE |  NORTH SHORE | WEST PALM BEACH | PALM BEACH | DELRAY | MIAMI

When considering a move to Florida, it’s essential to partner with a real estate agent who not only understands the market intricacies but also specializes in your specific 
needs. Our expertise in new development and single-family homes in both Chicagoland and Southeast Florida sets us apart. Whether you’re seeking a vibrant urban lifestyle or 
tranquil suburban retreat, our dedication to excellence guarantees unparalleled service and satisfaction. Trust us to navigate the complexities of the real estate market, making 

your relocation experience both effortless and rewarding.

FROM THE WINDY CITY TO THE MAGIC CITY

©2024 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All rights reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty Logo 
are service marks licensed to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC and used with permission. Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC fully 
supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated.

LINDA SLUMAN
847-922-4197
Linda@JHarronGroup.com

JULIE HARRON
312-953-6408
Julie@JHarronGroup.com

YOUR LIFESTYLE AWAITS

VITA AT GROVE ISLETHE RESIDENCES AT 1428 BRICKELL

PULSE

4384 Hampton Ave.
www.theatreofwest-
ernsprings.com

Based on the poignantly 
quirky story, this new take on 
tale features a wickedly tuneful 
score and a witty and charm-
ing book. When James is sent 
by his conniving aunts to chop 
down their old fruit tree, he 
discovers a magic potion that 
grows a tremendous peach, 
rolls into the ocean and 
launches a journey of enor-
mous proportions. Times: 7 
p.m. Fridays, 11 a.m. & 3 p.m. 
Saturdays, 2 p.m. Sundays. 
Tickets: $16, $13 for kids.

RUNS & WALKS 

■ Walk for Wellness House
May 5
Wellness House
131 N. County Line Road
www.wellnesshouse.org

Walk, run or join in the fun 
remotely with this annual 
event to benefit Wellness 
House, which provides free 
programs for people affected 

by cancer. Register as an indi-
vidual or as a team, and help 
raise money from family and 
friends. Time: 8 a.m. program, 
8:30 a.m. walk/run. Cost: $30. 

STEPPING BACK

■ Finding Grace exhibit
opening reception
April 30
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Celebrate the rediscovered 
life of Hinsdale social reformer 
Grace Bagley, owner of the 
Frank Lloyd Wright Bagley 
House. Bagley worked closely 
with Jane Addams and made 
substantial contributions to 
reform efforts. Historians Julia 
Bachrach and Jean Follett will 
share a bit about the exhibit, 
and light refreshments will be 
served. The exhibit will run in 
the library’s Quiet Room from 
April 30 to May 31. Time: 7 to 
8 p.m. RR

Key
RR - registration required

MD - member discount

Continued from Page 26

Pet pic of the week
Dallas is a friendly, 
fun-loving 2-year-old 
who is looking for a for-
ever home. He is friend-
ly with other dogs and 
loves to play and zoom 
around. His white-and-
brown markings make 
him look like a little cow, 
though he’s much better 
at playing fetch than one. 
He’ll chase tennis balls 
all day, then snuggle 
up with you in the eve-
ning to watch TV. Dallas 
is vaccinated, micro-
chipped and neutered. 
He is approved for chil-
dren 10 and older and his 
adoption fee is $300. For 
more information, stop 
by the Hinsdale Humane 
Society Tuthill Family 
Pet Rescue & Resource 
Center, visit www.hins-
dalehumanesociety.org 
or call (630) 323-5630. 
(photo provided)

mailto:Linda@jharrongroup.com
mailto:Julie@jharrongroup.com
https://www.theatreofwest-ernsprings.com/
https://www.theatreofwest-ernsprings.com/
https://www.wellnesshouse.org/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://www.hins-dalehumanesociety.org/
https://www.hins-dalehumanesociety.org/
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So you think you’re a real Hinsdalean, eh? Tell us where you think this picture was taken and you can win a Fuller’s 
Ultimate Car Wash gift card. Send your answer to: The Hinsdalean, Village Posting Board, 7 West First St., Hinsdale, 
IL 60521. Winners will be drawn from correct answers received weekly.  Good luck! 

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING
The Hinsdalean
7 West First Street, 

Hinsdale, IL

(630) 323-4422
Fax: (630) 323-4220

Hours & Deadlines
Monday - Friday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Classified deadline:
Tuesday 4 p.m. for 

Thursday’s publication

Email:
tinaw@thehinsdalean.com

-CUSTOM CONCRETE-
•Walks •stoops •Custom stoneWork

•stamped and Colored ConCrete
•patios and driveWays

•residential and CommerCial•

51 Years Exp • Fully Insured • Free Estimates

630-469-6898
ask for GreG

630-417-4166 cell

Overlay - epOxy - repair
CONCRETE RESTORATION

RESTORE/REPLACE CONCRETE

Call MynOr at 630.631.3073

StOOp - StepS - DriveS - GaraGe FlOOrS & MOre!
mynorconcrete.com • *Licensed / Insured / Bonded*

UNITED GENERAL CONCRETE INC.

• Sidewalks • Driveways • Stairs
• Garage Floors • Patios and More!
•Licensed •Bonded •Insured •Free Estimates

708-784-9801 • 708-743-5058
Over 40 years in business!

     - Cabinet Painting & Refinishing
       - Painting & Drywall Repair
       - Light remodeling
       - Meticulous Craftsmanship with Attention to Detail

   info@twobrothers.biz               www.twobrothers.biz
630.452.9926

BOSWELL BLACKTOP

DRIVEWAYS & PARKING LOTS
LONG LANES-RESURFACING-REPLACEMENT

ASPHALT PAVING

SEALCOATING - PATCHWORK
Free estimates • Fully insured

708-352-3434u u

AMERICAN CONCRETE

Residential dRiveways, Patios, stamPed ConCRete
FRee estimates

liCensed • Bonded • Fully insuRed

Call PeteR Costello 
at 630.307.7500

34 Years of Expertise in...

Design-installation-Maintenance-RepaiRs

  630.543.5129 •

Crafting Exquisite Hardscapes One Brick At A Time

DRiveways • patios • pool Decks
walkways • staiRs • Retaining walls

outDooR kitchens & FiReplaces

DoyleBrickPaving.com

KRYSTAL KEY SERVICES

Move-In • Move-Out Cleaning
Homes • Offices • Commercial
Since 1989 ~ Insured & Bonded

For free estimates call 630-833-1770

ConcreteAsphalt Cleaning Service

ConcreteConcreteBrick Paving

ConcreteCabinetryAsphalt

mailto:tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
mailto:info@twobrothers.biz
https://www.twobrothers.biz/
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Crossword Answers Yes, I’m a real Hinsdalean!Is this your license plate?

The owner of this car is a winner of an 
Ultimate Car Wash

compliments of Fuller’s and The Hinsdalean.
Call 630-323-4422 

to claim your prize.

Is this your license plate?
Does it belong to someone you know?

YES, I’m a real Hinsdalean!
Today’s picture is at:

_________________________________

  Name:__________________________________
  Address:___________________________
               ___________________________

Send your answer to: The Hinsdalean
7 W. First St., Hinsdale, Il. 60521

or email: tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
One winner will be chosen monthly from all correct 

entries and receive a Fuller’s Ultimate Car Wash gift card.

ACCURATE CONCRETE & CONSTRUCTION
TAX TIME SPECIAL - 15% OFF LABOR

Licensed • Bonded • FuLLy insured • Free estimates

• Patios • driveways • sidewaLks • GaraGe FLoors 
• BoBcat service • aLL tyPes- sPeciaLizinG in Brick PavinG, 

stamPed concrete & exPosed aGGreGate

comPLete remodeLinG
• Bathrooms • additions • kitchens • custom decks 

• Fences • FLoorinG •windows & doors • sidinG • eLectricaL

Over 35 Years experience • nO JOb TOO small

CALL 630-746-9472
• residentiaL sPeciaLists •

HOME REPAIR AND REMODELING
CARPENTRY - DRYWALL 

TRIM - TILE
PAINTING - ELECTRICAL 

PLUMBING
No job too big or too Small 

42 yearS experieNce

Craig Riendeau 678-315-2800

SANDING • INSTALLATION • REFINISHING

HARDWOOD SPECIALISTS
Serving Hinsdale Since 2010

BLUE OCEAN
HOME IMPROVEMENT

• Bathrooms • Kitchens
• Basements • Tile Work
• Windows and Doors
• All Types of Interior Work

FREE ESTIMATES

708-385-2583

10%
OFF

On Labor
Up to $500

Thinking of Remodeling?
provides Design, Materials & 

Installation; on time and within budget

•Kitchens •Bathrooms •Additions
•Basements •Decks •Pergolas

Office: 708-301-8522
Showroom: 815-304-5012

crockettconstructioncorp.com
          Est. 1994              A+ rating     Insured

 CROCKETT CONSTRUCTION

708-409-0988 office • 708-738-3848 cell

A & A Electric
Over 30 Years Experience

• Home Rewiring • All Types Electrical Work
• Additional Plugs / Switches • Ceiling Fans
• Hang Ceiling Fixtures & Wall Fixtures
• Install Plugs for Battery Operated Vehicles

 • Can Lighting & Outdoor Lighting • New AC & Garage Lines
 • New 100 & 200 Amp Service • New Circuit Breaker Boxes
 • Senior Citizen Discount • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

LET AN AMERICAN VET DO YOUR WORK!
Low Rates • FRee estimates • FRee Home evaLuation
ResidentiaL • CommeRCiaL • industRiaL • smaLL Jobs too!

We Service HinSdale and all Surrounding SuburbS

Furnace clean and check Special 
For new cuStomerS- $89.00 Schedule now!

hinSdale’S top heating and cooling company

call/text 708-707-5469
HHHHHRatingPureClimateIL.com

Home RemodelingHome ImprovementFlooring

Home ImprovementHeating & Cooling

Home RemodelingHome ImprovementElectrical Service

LocaL TrusT & InTegrITy

708-719-3384
www.jmiconstruction.net

your PremIer Home remodeLIng conTracTor

-exPerT PaInTIng - QuaLITy crafTsmansHIP
-roofIng/sIdIng -KITcHens - BaTHrooms

Home Restoration

•Masonry restoration •Brick Work 
•tuckpointing •grinding •caulking 

•sealing •lintel repairs 
•parapet reBuild •and More...

Visit Us On Facebook

call 773-814-6430

gregs24h7@yahoo.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

greg’s restoration inc.
Masonry Restoration & Tuckpointing

mailto:tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
https://www.jmiconstruction.net/
mailto:gregs24h7@yahoo.com
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KASAL PAINTING
•Painting & Decorating

•Interior •Exterior
•Wallpapering
•Wall Washing

CALL STEVE 630-968-5593
FREE ESTIMATES

 •Interior •Exterior 
 •Referrals •Insured

Steve McGarrity 
cell 630.624.9057

FRESH COAT PAINTERS
630-654-9057

KAS SERVICES INC.
• Landscaping • design Work 
• Brick pavers • WaterfaLLs

  inground sWimming 
  pooLs instaLLation

caLL or text 
708-448-6875

(10% off Landscaping job valued over $1500)

Fully 
Insured

Free 
estImates

PAYNE Small EnginE inc.
lawn mowEr &

gardEn TracTor rEpair
Snow Blower Repair

call 630-325-0357

pick-up & dElivEry 
SErvicE availablE!

Call E.W. SCHRAMM, Inc.
For All Your Landscape & Maintenance Needs

• Aeration
• Lawn Mowing
• Landscape Design      
• Hardscape Design        
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Pressure Washing

Free Estimates 630-655-2646

DAVID’S GARDENING

Call David Scott
at 630-261-9197

Planting - Mulching
Weeding - Pruning

•SPRING CLEAN-UP•

(I do the work)

full service
design - build - maintenance

call: 630-325-7000
email: info@philrobin.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
COMPLETE HOME RENOVATION

CARPENTRy • DRywALL REPAIR • wALLPAPER REMOVAL • PAINTINg 
wALLS/CEILINgS • PLASTER AND TAPINg • CARPENTRy REPAIR

INSTALLATION: BASEBOARDS, CROwN MOLDINgS, DOORS

10% off

SPRING 
DISCOUNT

LOCAL HINSDALE REfS • LICENSED/INSuRED • fREE ESTIMATES

630-664-1965 • mycolonialpainting.com

commercial & residential

815-293-2949 • Cell 815-715-2121

• Weekly laWn MoWing •
• Spring Clean-UpS • Fall Clean-UpS •
• laWn DethatChing • Core aeration • 

• Fertilizing & BUSh triMMing •
......For a Free eStiMate......

Email: alvaradoslawn@gmail.com

McBrearty Masonry
Tuckpointing & Stucco

Don’t stress - call the best!
RESTORATION COMPANY

630-335-5877

630-655-4433

WE OFFER:
•Lawn Service •ToTaL Yard MainTenance

•PLanT inSTaLLaTion and reMovaL •core aeraTion
•FerTiLizer •SPring cLean-UP •overSeed •Power rake

oUr Mowing raTeS STarT aT $35.00
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

McNAMARA LANDSCAPING
Serving the Western Suburbs Since 1991

Landscaping

Landscaping Painting & Decorating

Painting & Decorating

Lawn Mower RepairLandscaping

Landscaping

Landscaping

Painting & DecoratingLandscapingHome Restoration

mailto:info@philrobin.com
mailto:alvaradoslawn@gmail.com
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• WindoW Cleaning

• gutter Cleaning

• Pressure Washing

• Free estimates!

Call or Text: 
815.281.3149
Locally Owned/Hinsdale Central Alum

“Excellence in quality and service”
InterIor & exterIor, Drywall & Plaster rePaIrs 

Full prep, very neat, clean & trustworthy exp’d painters
30 years exPerIence In west BurBs

Check out our website: randexpainting.com
   630-972-1505/630-638-0950

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE 10% OFF

mobile

VALDAS PAINTING 
& DECORATING

   • Interior & Exterior 
   • Drywall Repairs 
   • Wallpaper Removal 
   • Power Washing
   • Inexpensive & Reliable

Call 630-544-8259

Custom Interior & Exterior Painting
Drywall Installation & Repair
Exterior Board Replacement

Light Carpentry ~ Deck Staining
Color Consults & Design Services

CALL 630-605-3370

Hogan Plumbing Inc.
Service Division
630-393-7660
hoganplumbing.com

Serving the community since 1961

Family Owned 
Westmont Business 

Since 1955! 
630.241.1800 
FREE ESTIMATES

Tree & Bush Pruning • Tree & Stump Removal
Tree Treatments • Fertilizing & Spraying

Tree Cabling & Bracing • Snow Removal • Firewood

State of IllInoIS RegISteRed lIcenSe tRee SuRgeonS
Bonded & InSuRed

“The Tree Doctors”

TIM’S PRO 
PAINTING

INC.

“We Restore Front Doors”

www.timspropainting.com 
timspropainting@gmail.com

Call 630-789-3443

STEVEN COLLINS

•Interior & Exterior Painting 
•Water Damage •Exterior Dry Rot

•Carpentry •Staining 
•Moldings & Repairs

In area since 1990 • Non-Smoking
630-291-0224

PAINTING & HOME REPAIRS

T & M TREE SERVICE

      SPRING SAVINGS
             tandmtreeserve@att.net

              Serving DuPage County for 12 Years

  • Tree Trimming   • Tree Removal
  • Stump Grinding • Shrub Removal

Call Todd 630-303-4641

$275 Room Special

708-699-2225
Walls on standard size room - 3 rooms minimum

Licensed • Insured • Free Estimates

paintwork.nick@gmailcom
#1 Rated company • 24 yeaRS expeRience

REDLINE
POWER WASHING

ExtErior ClEaning & Soft WaShing SErviCE

liCEnSEd & inSurEd

  • WindoW Washing 
  • house Washing 
  • gutter Cleaning 

CALL 630-957-8370

Painting & Decorating Tree Service

Painting & Decorating

Painting & Decorating

Painting & Decorating

Tree ServicePainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating

Power Washing

Window WashingPlumbing

mailto:timspropainting@gmail.com
https://www.timspropainting.com/
mailto:tandmtreeserve@att.net
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Household Help 
Provider

Experienced Polish Ladies
will make your house 

Sparkling Clean!
CALL ANNA 773-671-8466

GRACE’S HOME CLEANING
I am a crew of one.

Please call 815-342-7916

Furniture For 
Sale

CEDAR CHEST
Solid cedar. 47” long, 21” high, 
21” wide. Great cond. $200

Call 630-920-9706

Miscellaneous 
For Sale

FOR SALE: 27 Gold Bars
Must sell, have Cancer.

Email Bob at 
bob.wcge@gmail.com

Help Wanted
HINSDALE MOBIL

Is Hiring!
Up to $15 per hour
depending on shift.

401K Plans & Healthcare 
Benefits Available.

Please contact Aslam
8 Chicago Ave., Hinsdale

Kramer Foods Now Hiring!
Deli Counter

Must be at least 18 yrs old.
PT Cashier, Bagger/Stock 
Must be at least 16 yrs old.

Apply in person at
16 Grant Square, Hinsdale

Public Notices
CERTIFICATE NO. 79395 was 
filed in the office of the  County 
Clerk of DuPage County on 
March 29, 2024 wherein the 
business firm of

G LAWN MAINTENANCE
Located at 30W081 
Greenbrook Ct., Warrenville, 
IL. 60555 was registered; 
that the true or real name 
or names of the person or 
persons owning the business, 
with their respective post office 
address(es), is/are as follows: 
Antonio Garcia, 30W081 
Greenbrook Ct., Warrenville, 
IL. 60555.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office 
in Wheaton, Illinois, this 29th    
day of March A.D. 2024.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
April 4, 11 & 18, 2024.

CERTIFICATE NO. 79410 was 
filed in the office of the  County 
Clerk of DuPage County on 
April 12, 2024 wherein the 
business firm of

KINGA INTERIORS
Located at 3309 York Road, 
Oak Brook, IL. 60523 was reg-
istered; that the true or real 
name or names of the per-
son or persons owning the 
business, with their respective 
post office address(es), is/are 
as follows: Kinga Felker, 3309 
York Road, Oak Brook, IL. 
60523.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office 
in Wheaton, Illinois, this 12th    
day of April A.D. 2024.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
April 18, 25 & May 2, 2024.

CERTIFICATE NO. 79387 was 
filed in the office of the  County 
Clerk of DuPage County on 
March 26, 2024 wherein the 
business firm of

PRECISION CNC
SERVICES

Located at 267 Paddock 
Circle, Glendale Heights, IL. 
60139 was registered; that the 
true or real name or names of 
the person or persons owning 
the business, with their respec-
tive post office address(es), 
is/are as follows: Radoslaw 
Niedzwiecki, 267 Paddock 
Circle, Glendale Heights, IL. 
60139.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office 
in Wheaton, Illinois, this 26th    
day of March A.D. 2024.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
April 4, 11 & 18, 2024.

CERTIFICATE NO. 79403 was 
filed in the office of the  County 
Clerk of DuPage County on 
April 5, 2024 wherein the busi-
ness firm of

Nicole McNamara Art
Located at 334 Hawtrhorne 
Boulevard, Glen Ellyn, IL. 
60137 was registered; that the 
true or real name or names 
of the person or persons 
owning the business, with 
their respective post office 
address(es), is/are as fol-
lows: Nicole McNamara, 334 
Hawthorne Boulevard, Glen 
Ellyn, IL. 60137.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office 
in Wheaton, Illinois, this 5th    
day of April A.D. 2024.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
April 11, 18 & 25, 2024.

CERTIFICATE NO. 79396 was 
filed in the office of the  County 
Clerk of DuPage County on 
March 29, 2024 wherein the 
business firm of

NuHue
Located at 5383 Newport 
Drive, Lisle, IL. 60532 was 
registered; that the true or real 
name or names of the per-
son or persons owning the 
business, with their respective 
post office address(es), is/are 
as follows: Rory D. Galvin, 
5383 Newport Drive, Lisle, IL. 
60532.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office 
in Wheaton, Illinois, this 29th    
day of March A.D. 2024.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
April 4, 11 & 18, 2024.

Equal Housing

It is the intent and goal of this 
newspaper to have each 
advertiser who wishes to place 
a covered advertisement in 
the newspaper comply with 
the Fair Housing laws. Any 
advertisement which is per-
ceived to contain language 
contrary to these laws will be 
rejected or changed to remove 
the offending reference. There 
may be situations where it is 
not clear whether particular 
language is objectionable. 
Such advertisements should 
be referred to a supervisor for 
consideration and determina-
tion. Under certain circum-
stances, advertisers may 
claim that because of the 
nature of the housing being 
advertised, they are not sub-
ject to the Fair Housing laws. 
Such claims are irrelevant for 
purposes of considering 
advertisements for publication 
in this newspaper. Every 
housing advertisement pub-
lished in this newspaper is 
subject to the Fair Housing 
laws.
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TURN KEY BUSINESS FOR SALE:
Serving Du Page, Kane, Kendall, Lake,

Cook and Will counties for 31 Years. 
A+ Underground Pet Fencing, Inc.

Please contact scott at (800)573-5577 for details 
www.undergroundpetfencing.net

Illinois Dog Fence Dealer, Store Installation, Training and Service

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

ALL CLASSICS WANTED
Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvette, Exotic, Vintage 
All Foreign and Domestic. Restored and Unrestored. 

Vintage Motorcycles. TOP $$

COLLECTOR JIM 630-201-8122

Skilled caregiver with years of experience 
can provide quality care for your 

loved ones in the safety of their home.

CALL 773-537-8886

ADULT CARE PROVIDER

Reasonable Rates

Medical background and 
excellent local references!

Miscellaneous For Sale

Caregiver

Business For Sale

Autos Wanted Help Wanted

ARCADE GAMES FOR SALE 
NEW GAMES / PRE-OWNED GAMES

HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE

RETRO ARCADE open to the public
located in the promenade bolingbrook

PRINCE ARCADES on Facebook 
630-378-1517 

Arcadegamessell@yahoo.com

We also buy arcade games, pinball machines 
and coin operated equipment (any condition)

Tutoring/Instruction

Public Notices Public Notices

It was morning; through the 
high window I saw the pure, 
bright blue of the sky as it hov-
ered cheerfully over the long 
roofs of the neighboring hous-
es. It too seemed full of joy, 
as if it had special plans, and 
had put on its finest clothes for 
the occasion. Hermann Hesse

The fact that I can plant a 
seed and it becomes a flower, 
share a bit of knowledge and 
it becomes another’s, smile at 
someone and receive a smile in 
return, are to me continual spir-
itual exercises. Leo Buscaglia

In every walk with na-
ture one receives far more 
than he seeks. John Muir

mailto:bob.wcge@gmail.com
https://www.undergroundpetfencing.net/
mailto:Arcadegamessell@yahoo.com


MIND GAMES

PISCES

AQUARIUS

VIRGO

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

SCORPIO

CANCER LIBRACAPRICORN ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY

ACROSS
1 SIREN
5	 CAGERS’	GP.
8 HALT
12	 EVENTFUL	PERIODS
13	 CLERIC’S	TUNIC
14	 JARED	OF	“HOUSE
                OF GUCCI”
15	 PERSISTENCE
17	 PRIVY	TO
18 TAR
19	 LAID	DOWN	THE	LAWN
21 CATTLE CALL
22	 CRYSTAL	GAZER
23	 NOT	“DIS”
26	 SCALE	ABBR.
28	 IMPETUS
31	 CRUNCHY	COOKIE
33 CHEF GARTEN
35	 FAUX	PAS
36	 REDDISH	DYE
38	 PC	SCREEN	TYPE
40	 SALTY	EXPANSE
41	 LEAVE	AN	IMPRESSION?
43 GEAR TOOTH
45	 SALSA	INGREDIENT
47	 CHOPIN	PIECES
51	 SAY	IT’S	SO
52 STRESSES
54	 HINDU	ROYAL
55	 911	RESPONDER
56	 TIZZY
57 SAX RANGE
58 -- ANGELES
59	 JFK	POSTINGS

DOWN
1	 NOV.	HONOREES
2	 BAILIWICK
3	 --	-PEDI
4	 SACRED	SONG
5	 CAPITAL	OF	KENYA
6	 CRUNCHY	SANDWICH
7	 VOID
8 SMALL BURGERS
9	 CURLY	STRANDS
10	 OKLAHOMA	TRIBE
11	 FROGS’	HANGOUT
16	 HIP
20	 BRITISH	REF.	WORK
23	 HOMER’S	CRY
24	 “RIGHT	YOU	--!”
25	 MULTI-FAMILY	
													DWELLING
27	 NBC	WEEKEND	SHOW
29	 COMPETE
30	 ECOL.	WATCHDOG
32	 TORONTO’S	
													PROVINCE
34	 EMPHASIZES
37	 PLAY	SEGMENT
39	 PIXELS
42	 “MONOPOLY”	BUY
44	 APPEARANCE
45	 SKATER	LIPINSKI
46	 ELLIPSE
48	 WORD	OF	WARNING
49	 AUTHOR	BAGNOLD
50	 BYGONE	FLIERS
53	 PUNK-ROCK	
             SUBGENRE

S
U
D
O
K
U

A
N
S
W
E
R

ANSWERS	TO	TODAY’S	CROSSWORD	CAN	BE	FOUND	IN	THE	CLASSIFIEDS.

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, you are ready 
to move forward, but oth-
ers in your orbit may be 
holding you back. Know 
when to cut loose and do 
things according to your 
bigger vision.

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
You can get your spark 
back with some help from 
friends, Aries. You may 
have been struggling in 
one form or another, but 
others can provide the 
perspective needed.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, like it or not, you 
have to stand by a prom-
ise or a commitment you 
made to someone, even if 
you no longer feel like do-
ing so. Once it is finished, 
you can go your separate 
ways. 

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Making room for your 
needs right now is chal-
lenging as others seem 
to require all of the atten-
tion, Libra. You will have 
a chance to balance the 
scales soon enough.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Thinking about all of the 
things in your life that 
may not be going to plan 
could have you feeling 
down, Aquarius. Flip the 
perspective and start fo-
cusing on the right things.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, you are a de-
pendable rock and that 
comes with a lot of re-
sponsibility. Sometimes 
you may feel over-
whelmed, and in those 
instances feel free to del-
egate some tasks.

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, if others have under-
estimated you or written 
you off in the past, you 
will have an opportunity 
to prove them wrong this 
week, even if you already 
know the truth. 

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Right now you may be re-
luctant to commit or com-
ment on an issue that is 
affecting some in your cir-
cle, Scorpio. You can get in-
volved once you dig further 
and do your own research.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, you are known 
for being a dreamer, 
but right now you have 
to come down from the 
clouds and develop 
a solid plan of action. 
There will be time for fan-
ciful ideas later.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Too much joking around 
may strike a nerve of 
someone close to you, 
Gemini. Feel out every 
situation before you start 
communicating in such a 
laid back and jovial way.

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Your keen eye for detail 
has you pointing out a 
mistake that may have 
cost someone a lot of 
money, Virgo. Your re-
ward could be a promo-
tion or another commen-
dation.  

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, when you hang 
out with friends, you may 
be tempted to spend more 
than is in your budget at the 
moment. Set a limit, and 
perhaps leave your credit 
cards at home. 

April	2024	Horoscopes	•	Week	4

Page 34 • April 18, 2024 • The Hinsdalean
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we still have work to do.”
She said the first thing she 

focuses on with players is 
mindset.

“That to me trumps what 
their physical capabilities 
are,” she said. “We all know 
softball is a game of failure. 
If you go one for three at bat, 
that’s considered success.”

Her approach doesn’t 
change when the team faces a 
particularly tough opponent. 

“I do try to remind the girls 
on any given day, we can hit 
better than them. We can 
play better than them. It’s 
really making sure we play a 
full seven innings.”

Her message is getting 
through.

“She has always told us, 
‘You are just as good. You 
need to play just as hard,’ ” 
said senior Naomi Cook of 
Hinsdale, who plays third 
base for Central. “That has 
instilled a level of confidence 
in all the players.”

Zust also emphasizes to 
players that if they make a 
mistake, they need to let it 
go and move on to the next 
play. And never give up. That 
lesson will help prepare them 
for life — as it did her. 

“I think by involving these 
girls in sports and teaching 
them it’s OK to screw up, it’s 
part of life, but you have to 
pick yourself up,” she added. 
“I think softball does a great 
job of teaching that.”

Cook echoed that message 
when asked about the best 
advice she’s received from 
Zust, which is “The game 
doesn’t remember like you 
will.” 

“If I were to make a mis-
take, she will be like, ‘The 
game doesn’t remember, so 
you have to do your best on 
your next play,’ ” Cook said.

Zust also makes each player 
feel valued and makes being 
part of the team enjoyable, 
Cook said.  
“She really knows how to 
make every person feel 

appreciated for their skill 
or talent or personality they 
bring and is able to have a 
lot of fun while also being 
serious and putting in hard 
work,” Cook said. “She is a 
great morale booster.”

Contreras, who often takes 

younger players to watch 
the varsity games at Central, 
agreed.

“You can just see it when 
she coaches, the enthusiasm 
that she has for the game, for 
the players,” he said. 

Zust said she feels lucky to 

have the opportunity to work 
with the girls on the team.

“I always brag in school. 
I say, ‘I coach the best kids 
in the building,’ and I truly 
believe in my heart that to be 
true.”

Continued from Page 38

Central’s Zust brings zest for coaching

One of her players said Zust is more than a great coach, she’s a great person who is there 
if team members need anything — on or off the field.
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Soccer clinic
From drills to races to games, attend-
ees had their work cut out for them 
at the 26th annual Julie K. Heidecke 
tribute soccer clinic held at Hinsdale 
Central recently. Hinsdale Central’s 
girls soccer team sponsored the 
free event. Junior Camila Leal and 
sophomore Katherine Skinner lead 
the campers in Simon says. Senior 
Grace Sakalosky helps out with some 
uniform adjustments and freshman 
Caitlin Doherty had a group of camp-
ers who held on throughout one of the 
drills. (Jim Slonoff photos)
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Matt Ruth
Clarendon Hills

What goals have you set 
for your senior year in vol-
leyball?

My goal for our team is 
I want us to win regionals 
again this year, If we win that, 
it would be our fifth year in a 
row as a school. Personally, I 
want to make at least Second 
Team All State. 

What do enjoy about the 
sport?

I really enjoy how much of 
a team sport it is and getting 
close with my teammates.

How long have you 
played?

I started playing in eighth 
grade. That’s when my older 
brother started playing, and I 
thought I might as well try it 
out, too.

What’s been the biggest 
challenge?

I went through a couple 
big position changes. I went 
from middle to right side, 
and now I’ve made the tran-
sition from right side to out-
side hitter. The main adjust-
ment I had to overcome was 
learning different footwork.

How would your team-
mates describe you?

I think as a kind, passion-
ate and energetic. This year 
we have a lot more under-
classmen starting on varsity, 
and I try to help develop 
them and help them prog-
ress. I was in that situation 
where I was having to learn 

to play the game at a whole 
different speed.

What else have you been 
involved with at Central?

I’m president of the 
German club.

Where are you heading 
next?

Purdue University. I hope 
to either play club volleyball 
or just recreationally there.

Will you keep tabs on Red 
Devils volleyball?

I’ll definitely be attending 
games when I can to watch 
my younger brother play. 

Any special talents?
I can do a cartwheel.

Why does head coach 
Tom Gilbert like having 
Ruth on the squad? 
Matt Ruth brings patience, 
experience, leadership and 
calm to a very young team. 
He is aware that he is the 
go-to player in our offense, 
however he makes it clear to 
his teammates that he wants 
them to be that option, too. 
Matt has done an excellent 
job in teaching the younger 
athletes the importance of 
having a balanced team. 
When he sees an important 
lesson to be learned in the 
middle of a match, he will 
make sure to communicate 
the value of that moment. He 
knows a win is just as import-
ant as leading by example. 

— profile by Ken Knutson, 
photo by Jim Slonoff

student athlete profile results
Badminton
april 13 vs. red devil 
invite
V places 2nd with 41 
points
1st singles
sripraram, 4th, 2 points
2nd singles
Gupta, 4th, 3 points
3rd singles
liu, 2nd, 6 points
4th singles
Malick, 2nd, 6 points
1st doubles
Jiao/Cameli, 2nd, 6 points
2nd doubles
fang/tu, 2nd, 6 points
3rd doubles
Graeb/shen, 2nd, 6 points
4th doubles
radziszewski/parvataneni, 
2nd, 6 points
april 11 @ Glenbard West
V wins 15-0

Baseball
april 16 vs. Glenbard West
V loses 2-6
april 15 @ Glenbard West
V wins 15-2
Jurack, 3 rBis
Clark, win, 5 strikeouts
april 12 vs. Willowbrook
V loses 1-8
april 11 vs. York
V loses 2-5
april 10 @ downers north
V loses 2-10

Gymnastics, boys
april 16 @ lt/York
V places 2nd with 123.5 
points
floor exercise
Cihlar, 2nd, 9
Mcdaniel, 9th, 7.7
truong, 10th, 7.1
pommel horse
Cihlar, 4th, 7.4
truong, 6th, 5
ashby, 7th, 4.7
still rings
Cihlar, 3rd, 8
ahuja, 7th, 6.5

ashby, 8th (tie), 6.4
Vault
Cihlar, 1st, 9.2
Mcdaniel, 6th (tie), 6.5
truong, 8th (tie), 6.3
parallel bars
Cihlar, 2nd, 8.7
ashby, 5th, 6.7
ravanasa, 8th, 6.2
horizontal bar
Cihlar, 2nd, 9
ashby, 6th (tie), 4.8
ravanasa, 9th, 4.3
all around
Cihlar, 3rd, 51.3
april 11 vs. downers north
V loses 124-143.8

Lacrosse, boys
april 16 vs. Glenbard West
V loses 2-11
april 11 @ op-rf
V loses 6-7

Lacrosse, girls
april 13 vs. Carmel (ind.)
V wins 9-8
Moncrief, 5 goals
parker-Briones, goal, 
assist
Brzozowski, goal
linn, goal
Vande lune, goal
Venetsanopoulos, 3 
assists
schultz, 3 saves

Soccer, girls
april 16 @ op-rf
V wins 4-2
Mcdonnell, 2 goals
rohn, goal
sakalosky, goal
anderson, assist
Bingham, assist
steines, assist
april 10-13 @ plainfield 
north Classic
vs. andrew
V wins 4-1
vs. Geneva
V loses 2-3

Softball

april 15 vs. op-rf
V loses 2-9
april 12 @ providence 
Catholic
V loses 3-13
april 11 @ leyden
V loses 2-10

Tennis, boys
april 13-14 @ McCallie 
shootout (tenn.)
vs. harvard-Westlake 
(Calif.)
V loses 3-4
vs. McCallie
V loses 1-6

Track, boys
april 13 @ downers south 
invite
V places 6th with 60 points
100 meters
Bots, 9th, 11.5
lyne, 14th, 11.81
Walsh, 31st, 12.63
200 meters
Mcinerney, 8th, 23.48
Goebel, 23rd, 25.29
400 meters
Bandukwala, 2nd, 49.06
Coan, 9th, 53.27
800 meters
ferren, 15th, 2:06.44
Mikaili, 16th, 2:06.81
Cubbin, 22nd, 2:12.35
1,600 meters
diCianni, 12th, 4:42.65
revord, 17th, 4:48.42
3,200 meters
Kurimay, 4th, 9:49.58
rogers, 6th, 10:05.15
110-meter hurdles
olaitan, 14th, 22.13
Goebel, 15th, 23.17
300-meter hurdles
olaitan, 8th, 45.54
Goebel, 14th, 49.25
4x100 relay
lyne, Bots, parkins, 
Mcinerney, 5th, 44.37
4x200 relay
lyne, Bots, parkins, 
Mcinerney, 2nd, 1:32.83
4x400 relay

Morrissey, Coan, 
Bandukwala, parkins, 
11th, 3:46.58
4x800 relay
Cubbin, Garg, diCianni, 
doorhy, 6th, 8:38.07
shot put
ortiz, 5th, 15.33m
stamer, 11th, 13.06m
discus
Koschik, 10th, 34.6m
stamer, 20th, 29.25m
high jump
prieto, 4th, 1.8m
stach, 9th, 1.7m
pole vault
Khatau, 4th, 3.71m
long jump
parkins, 2nd, 6.13m
Mcinerney, 4th, 5.97m 

Track, girls
april 12 @ devilette invite
V places 1st with 122 
points
100 meters
dorris, 3rd, 13.09
tresslar, 4th, 13.28
200 meters
tresslar, 2nd, 27.18
dorris, 3rd, 27.36
400 meters
Gilmartin, 5th, 1:02.84
elsdon, 7th, 1:03.48
800 meters
Boyd, 1st, 2:23.85
1,600 meters
satre, 4th, 5:28.35
3,200 meters
Griffin, 1st, 11:57.26
100-meter hurdles
leech, 5th, 17.51
abu-Ghazalah, 10th, 18.32
300-meter hurdles
leech, 3rd, 51.28
abu-Ghazalah, 4th, 51.31
4x100 relay
dorris, tresslar, a. 
hodneland, Gilmartin, 1st, 
50.34
4x200 relay
Gilmartin, a. hodneland, 
tresslar, dani, 2nd, 1:48.5
4x400 relay

a. hodneland, Gilmartin, 
Boyd, elsdon, 2nd, 4:12.99
4x800 relay
Gilmartin, alcala, Giannini, 
angelopoulos, 4th, 
10:51.89
shot put
Veliz-hernandez, 10th, 
7.69m
ford, 12th, 7.48m
discus
Veliz-hernandez, 6th, 
24.27
Kawa, 10th, 20.83m
high jump
Chillo, 5th, 1.47m
dani, 7th, 1.42m
pole vault
Bisch, 9th, 2.44m
hamelka, 10th, 2.29m
long jump
Moser, 1st, 5.15m
Bonino, 2nd, 5.12m
triple jump
Moser, 2nd, 10.8m
Bonino, 6th, 10.52m

Volleyball, boys
april 16 @ Willowbrook
V wins 29-31, 27-25, 25-22
april 10 vs. oswego
V loses 25-27, 25-18, 
17-25

Water polo, boys
april 16 @ Glenbrook 
north
V wins 8-7
april 12-13 @ Best of 
the West
vs. lincoln-Way West
V loses 8-9
vs. Mundelein
V ties 8-8
vs. sandburg
V loses 6-10
vs. naperville north
V loses 8-20
april 10 @ lt
V loses 5-13

Water polo, girls
april 10 vs. lt
V loses 0-8

Instant replay
Mallory 
Moser takes 
flight in 
the long 
jump event 
Friday as 
Hinsdale 
Central 
hosted the 
Devillette 
Invitational 
for girls 
track. 
Moser and 
teammate 
Avery 
Bonino 
took the 
top two 
spots in 
the long 
jump, help-
ing the 
Red Devils 
capture 
top hon-
ors as a 
team. (Jim 
Slonoff 
photo)



Page 38 • April 18, 2024 • The Hinsdalean

sPorTs
Central’s Zust brings zest for coaching
Former Illinois Benedictine star now sharing her wisdom with Red Devil softball teams

By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

When Brittany Zust first 
became head coach of 
the varsity softball team 
at Hinsdale Central, she 
quickly recognized one 
goal she needed to achieve: 
grow youth softball.

The Orland Park native 
said many Chicago sub-
urbs — particularly in the 
southwest — have com-
petitive softball programs 
for young girls that lead to 
experienced high school 
players. That was not the 
case in Hinsdale, and she 
discovered not everyone 
agreed it should be.

“Stop trying to bring a 
blue collar sport to a white 
collar town,” one feeder 
school official told her. 
“That was the fuel I needed 
to change things, because 
I don’t believe that to be 
true.”

But many others were 
happy to help in the effort, 
and some of the little girls 
she helped introduce to 
softball now are in high 
school. 

“That’s pretty cool to see 
that come full circle,” Zust 
said. “In fact, I have one of 
those students in my class 
right now.”

Steve Contreras, dad 
to Grayson, a Hinsdale 
Middle School sixth-grad-
er, said Zust is a wonderful 
ambassador of the sport to 
younger kids.

“She coaches varsity 
players and deals with that 
age group and skill group,” 
he said. “At the same time 
she related very well to the 
5-year-olds, the 6-year-
olds.”

Having a strong youth 
program is critical to hav-
ing a successful high school 
team, Zust said.

“Even though I think 
we’ve done a really good 
job in the last 10 years, 
you look at our surround-
ing suburbs — Downers 
Grove, La Grange — they 
have had softball in their 
youth programs for years, 
so they are a step ahead of 
us,” she said. “We are defi-
nitely playing the catch-up 
game.”

A lifetime passion

Zust began playing soft-
ball as a kid and continued 
to hone her skills at Carl 
Sandburg High School 
before playing shortstop 
at Benedictine College. 
There she was a member 
of two teams that reached 

the NCAA Division III 
Championships and served 
as team captain for three 
years. She still ranks sec-
ond all-time in program 
history for batting average 
(.433) and hits (244). Her 
achievements were rec-
ognized last year when 
she was inducted into the 
Benedictine Hall of Fame 

and described as “one of 
the most prolific offensive 
players to take the field for 
Benedictine.”

She said she was hum-
bled by the honor.

“It was cool, because that 
night all my old teammates 
showed up. My old coach 
got to induct me,” Zust 
said. “It’s a very surreal 
moment and it makes you 
grateful for all the mem-
ories, grateful for all the 
laughs.”

The night also served as 
a reminder that despite the 
number of wins she and 
her teammates achieved 
(137 in four years), the 
team’s record wasn’t what 
she remembered most 
about playing ball in col-
lege.

“When I got inducted I 
was not thinking about all 
the wins. I was thinking 
about all the great mem-
ories I had with my team-
mates and my coach.”

From player to coach

After graduating from 
Benedictine in 2012, Zust 

spent a year coaching JV 
softball and teaching at 
Addison Trail High School 
before joining the staff at 
Central. She was hired as 
a special education teach-
er and assistant softball 
coach.

“It was a good segue just 
to kind of see how things 
ran here and what were 
some of the strengths and 
weaknesses of the pro-
gram,” she said.

Under Zust’s leadership 
the program has expanded 
from just a varsity team 
about the time she took 
over as head coach to now 
fielding two JV teams as 
well.

“Every kid made varsi-
ty, and that just doesn’t 
work, especially when you 
have girls who have never 
played before,” she said. 
“We’re thrilled that we can 
say we’re at three levels. 
Our next jump would be 
to make all three levels 
competitive. Although I’m 
extremely pleased with 
where we are now, I know 

Brittany Zust, a star player at Benedictine University, has been working to grow 
youth softball in town in order to better prepare athletes for play at the varsity 
level. (Jim Slonoff photos)

He wasn’t at the game Monday, but Zust said her 23-month-old son, Brady, has 
become the unofficial bat boy for the team. Please turn to Page 35
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*Based on Zillow and Google for Clarendon Hills, Hinsdale, Western Springs, Oakbrook, and Burr Ridge as of 02/28/2023.  
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