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Music maker — Grace Blank was all in during her Tiny Toes Music class at The Community
House earlier this month. With Roberta Wentling leading the children, they were quick to join
in on both singing and dancing the morning away. The musical instrument part of the class
was a big hit as well. (Jim Slonoff photo)
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NEWS
Tensions high at D86 board meeting
D86 security officer admonishes crowd, later recommends the board adjourn
By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

Some three dozen speakers offered
about 2 1/2 hours of public comment
during the Feb. 10 Hinsdale High
School District 86 Board meeting at
which board members voted 5-2 to
continue the COVID-19 mitigations
approved in August.
Many speakers offered impassioned pleas for the board to lift the
mask mandate, including several
Hinsdale Central students.
“We are exhausted from being
manipulated and exploited into wearing masks,” Central student Sydney
Pjesky said. “It’s time to support the
students.”
Many
residents
criticized
Superintendent Tammy Prentiss for
not having a plan in place in the event
a decision was made in the lawsuit
challenging the state’s school mask
mandate. The court issued a temporary restraining order against the
mandate Feb. 4. District 86 lawyers
interpreted the ruling as applying
only to the individual plaintiffs in the
case.
“This type of chaos doesn’t hapSome 100
Hinsdale
Central
students
walked out
of 10th period Tuesday
afternoon in
protest of the
continued
requirement
to wear
masks in
school. The
group gathered with
parents in the
parking lot of
the administrative building across
Grant Street
from the
high school.
(Jim Slonoff
photo)

pen to this degree at well-run school
districts,” Susan Owens said, adding
that the overarching problem is not
about masks, racism, grading, math
or science sequences, but about poor
leadership.
“We need a trusted and experienced leader to help us do so,” she
continued. “Enough is enough.”
Creighton Meland said Prentiss
also exhibited a lack of transparency,
accountability and trust in leading
the district’s diversity and equity initiative.
“If you wonder why there was public unrest, look in the mirror,” he said.
Several speakers cited emails
obtained through a Freedom of
Information Act request that shows
Prentiss added two lines to a withdrawal letter from Valda Valbrun,
who was being considered for hire as
the district’s diversity and equity consultant. Prentiss maintains she added
the language at Valbrun’s request.
Board members had their own testy
exchanges, with Jeff Waters calling
on Kathleen Hirsman to refrain from
voting on the mask mandate because
she doesn’t have kids in the district.
When the board did vote, Waters

and Peggy James voted to make
masks optional. Hirsman, Cynthia
Hanson, Erik Held, Debbie Levinthal
and Terri Walker voted to maintain
the mitigation strategies the board
approved in August, including masks.
After adjourning for a closed session discussion, board members took
their seats and spoke with a different
tone.
James said the requirement that
four members must agree before a
discussion topic can be added to a
future meeting agenda is creating
division.
“I believe we can do better,” she
said, going on record that she will
approve any board member’s request
for a future agenda item.
“I believe that we as a collective
group have the duty to listen to each
other,” James said. “If you feel it’s
worth discussing a subject, that is
good enough for me.”
Board member Debbie Levinthal
apologized for the lack of a public
meeting following the judge’s issuance of the TRO. She and Waters
indicated they both had requested
Please turn to Page 15

Panel suspends
COVID-19 mitigations
Following a vote by
the Joint Committee on
Administrative Rules
Tuesday, there is no
state mandate on masking or other measures
for public or private K-12
schools, at lest for the
time being.
The committee voted
9-0 to object to the latest
version of COVID-19
mitigations for public
schools, saying in part
that those rules are still
being litigated in a state
appellate court.
The Illinois Department
of Public Health filed the
emergency rules late
Monday to renew the
emergency rules it had
issued in September,
which expired Sunday.
However, a Sangamon
County judge last week
issued a temporary
restraining order halting
enforcement of those
September rules in the
170 school districts that
were parties in the lawsuit.
Those rules included
requirements for face
coverings in school
buildings, vaccination
or testing for employees and quarantines for
“close contacts” of individuals who had a confirmed or probable case
of COVID-19.
That case is now on
appeal in the 4th District
Court of Appeals.
Community
Consolidated Elementary
District 181 voted to
go mask-optional last
week. Hinsdale High
School District 86 voted
Thursday to retain its
COVID-19 mitigations,
including masking. The
district had no comment
on Tuesday’s ruling.
— by Peter Hancock of
Capitol News Illinois
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NEWS
n “They seem like wonderful people. Even though they’re biologically

related, they are strangers, but you do feel, at least I felt,
some type of instant connection.”
— Mary Catalano

Curiosity prompts search for birth mom
Catalano anxious to meet half-siblings and other relatives she found right before COVID
By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

Mary Catalano still has “The
Chosen Baby” book her parents gave her for Christmas in
1966 to help her understand
adoption.
“To our chosen baby, precious Mary Margaret. All our
love, Mommy + Daddy,” its
inscription reads.
“I’ve known ever since I was
born,” Catalano said. “I’ve
always known I was adopted
so it was nothing new. I was
always open talking about it.
It wasn’t something I tried to
hide.”
Growing up in Gwynedd
Valley, Pa., Catalano didn’t
have a desire to find her birth
parents, but she did wonder
about them sometimes.
“I’ve always liked a good
story and a good puzzle, so
I was always like, ‘What did
they look like?’ You come
up with different scenarios
about where you came from,”
Catalano said.
She also had questions
about her medical history,
which she addressed by taking extra precautions, such as
getting her first mammogram
at age 30 and seeing a cardiol-

ogist when she was 40.
“It was just because I had no
family history. I didn’t know,”
she said.
Her curiosity led her to initiate her first search in the late
1990s, while she was still living
in Pennsylvania. She contacted Catholic Social Services
to obtain information. The
$100 fee they requested didn’t
sit well with her, and so she
abandoned the effort.
When she and her husband,
Chris, moved to Hinsdale 22
years ago and started their
family, her feelings changed.
Her adoption took on new
meaning when her oldest
child was born.
“I looked at him and I said
to my husband, ‘Wow, this is
the first person I’m meeting
that I’m actually biologically
related to,” she said. “I never
thought that it was something
that was always in the back of
my mind until then.”
Catalano revived her
research, turning this time
to the Internet. Her starting
point was the name of her
birth mother, Helen Kenny,
which was on the original
birth certificate she obtained
when records laws changed in
Pennsylvania. She eventually

Mary Catalano, a longtime Hinsdale resident who moved to
Burr Ridge last year, was adopted as a baby. Catalano
said giving birth to her first child, Sean (right), stirred
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pieced together that Helen
had been married to a Jerry
Lavelle and had two other
children. She also discovered
that Helen had died, and tried
unsuccessfully to contact
Helen’s brother. After he died,
she read the names of two
people she believed to be her
siblings in his obituary. She
reached out and Helen’s son
Gary, who lives in Tennessee,
replied right away.
“Within an hour, my
half-brother, he reached back
out to me on Facebook and
gave me his phone number
and said, ‘Hey, if you want to
talk, I’m free the next hour,’ ”
she recalled.
She was nervous to make
the call, of course, but had no
fear of rejection.
“They can’t dislike me —
they don’t even know me,”
she recalled thinking. “There
were decisions made 56 years
ago that I had nothing to do
with. I had no control.”
Her conversation with Gary
went well, and he was able
to fill her in on more of her
family’s story. Helen and her
first husband, David, lived in
Scotland when Gary was born.
They later moved to the U.S.
and split up. Helen then had

an affair and became pregnant
with the baby she would place
for adoption. On learning of
her pregnancy, Helen’s mother-in-law and a priest threatened to have her deported
back to Scotland if she refused
to give up the baby. And they
would take custody of her son.
Helen complied. After the
baby was placed, she found
herself living with her son
Gary on her own.
“Jerry, her younger brother-in-law, has been coming
over to help out,” Catalano
said. “They fall in love and get
married.”
Helen and Jerry have a
daughter, a half-sister to Gary
and to Catalano. Catalano
reached out to her as well, but
has not received a response.
Gary didn’t have any information about Catalano’s birth
father, and it wasn’t until she
sent a DNA sample to ancestry.com that she was able to
learn more details. She discovered she shared DNA with
a “Levell” family and spoke
first with a cousin named
Karen. Later she was notified
of a match with a half-sister,
Dawn. Karen’s and Dawn’s
fathers were brothers, but they
had had a falling out and the

her desire to search for her birth family. She found two
half-siblings and other relatives but has yet to meet them
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. (photos provided)

n FAMILY TIES
This is another in a series
of articles about adoptees
who have connected with
their birth families.
cousins didn’t talk much.
From Dawn Catalano
learned Helen had an affair
with a man named Clement
Levell, who had since passed
away.
“They had the same last
name but spelled differently,”
Catalano said. “All of this happened in the fall of 2019, and
then COVID hit. I haven’t met
anybody.”
The Lavelle/Levell happenstance isn’t the only strange
coincidence in Catalano’s
story. It turns out Gary was
in the same graduating class
at Villanova University as her
husband, Chris. She attended
Villanova as well, graduating
two years later in 1987.
Catalano said she holds no
bitterness toward Helen for
giving her away, knowing how
she would feel if she had to
give up one of her own three
children (Sean, 28, Kaile, 26,
and Matt, almost 24).
“She sounds to me like she
was a survivor,” she said of
her birth mother. “She did
what she needed to do for her
family.”
Catalano said she looks
forward to meeting her birth
family when it is safe to do so.
“Absolutely I would like
to meet them and talk to
them,” she said. “They seem
like wonderful people. Even
though they’re biologically
related, they are strangers, but
you do feel, at least I felt, some
type of instant connection.”
And she’s happy to have
learned more of her own story.
“I feel like I have an idea
where I came from,” she said.
“My parents who raised me
are my parents and I came
from Pennsylvania, but it’s
nice to know a family history.”

NEWS
n “My mother goes, ‘Oh my gosh, this is so weird. Someone put your
high school graduation picture in this,’ We look that much alike.
It was a moment. It was pretty amazing.”
—Jackie Pyle

Detective work pays off for one adoptee
Pyle never meets her birth parents, but finds love and acceptance from extended family
By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

When Jackie Pyle of
Hinsdale began searching for
her birth mother in 1989, the
only clue she had was her full
maiden name. Resources like
ancestry.com and 23andme
were yet to be developed.
She joined a west suburban chapter of ALMA, the
Adoptees’ Liberty Movement
Association, and began to do
the tedious work of piecing
together her past.
“We lived at the Newberry
library,” she said, noting her
husband Ken, who died in
1995, was a huge help.
“Any adoptee could be a
private detective — I really
think so,” she said.
She wrote the state requesting nonidentifying information and began compiling
a list of facts. She found out
her birth mother’s age at
the time of delivery, that her
birth mother had a sister
and where her birth father
worked. Eventually she found
her grandfather’s name and
was able to obtain a copy of
his death certificate.
“Then the pieces started
falling into place,” she said.
“My birth mother was the
informant on the death certificate. I remember I was so
excited to see her signature.”
Pyle was even more excited
when she learned where her
birth mother went to high
school and was able to visit
the school and see her picture
in a yearbook. Her adoptive
dad died when she was 21,
but her adoptive mom was
with her at the time.
“My mother goes, ‘Oh
my gosh, this is so weird.
Someone put your high
school graduation picture
in this,’ ” Pyle recalled. “We
look that much alike. It was a
moment. It was pretty amazing.”
Pyle said she commenced
the search in order to obtain
medical information after
her obstetrician, Hinsdale’s

Hinsdale’s Jackie Pyle spent
years conducting an extensive
search to find her birth parents,
whose high school photos are
shown here. They are both
deceased, but she has met her
birth mom’s only sister, Ruth,
and many cousins. Pyle and
her daughter Lauren (second
from left) enjoyed catching up
with one group of cousins from
Crystal Lake — Jake (from
left), Josh, Brian and Ben Burr.
(photos provided)
Dr. Lanny Wilson, asked her
about her family medical history while she was pregnant.
“I realized I knew nothing.
Nothing at all,” she said.
Pyle grew up in Beverly,
the only child of parents in
their 40s. Although the Irish
Catholic families who lived
in the neighborhood all had
young parents and 11 or 12
kids, she never felt out of
place.
“I had the best parents in
the world. It was just phenomenal,” she said. “I was
raised as an only child. They
were ready to stay home and
just be a family. It really was a
June Cleaver type of family.
“I didn’t grow up feeling
less than,” she added. “I grew
up feeling very wanted and
very loved.”
As Pyle continued her
search, she located the cemetery where her grandfather
was buried. When she arrived,
she learned her birth mother
also had passed away, coincidentally on that very day
years earlier. The cemetery’s

caretaker gave her the name
and phone number of the
individuals listed as contacts
for the graves.
Pyle called a man named
Paul, believing she was reaching out to the stepson of her
birth mother, and spoke with
his wife.
“She said, ‘Well, you’re
wrong. That’s his mother.’
That’s when I realized —
which I never contemplated
— that I had a sibling.
“About 20 minutes later he
called me from Germany,”
she continued. “He said, ‘I’m
getting on a plane and I’m
coming home. I need your
address. I’m coming to your
house.”
Pyle felt more comfortable
driving to his house, which
she did with her husband and
daughters. Her first meeting
with Paul, who is eight years
younger, was an emotional
one. She learned he was only
12 when their birth mother
died.
“He opens the door and he
grabs my face and falls down

on the ground and puts his
arms around my knees and
started sobbing,” Pyle said.
“He said, ‘Oh my gosh, I’ve
been forgetting her.’ ”
Although her birth father
has also passed away, Pyle has
made contact with Denny, her
half-brother on his side. He
was not aware of her.
“It’s a lot to hear someone
change your truth,” she said.
“I feel I rocked their world
and that was never my intention.”
Pyle said she continues to
build her relationship with
both of her half-brothers.
Another surprise was the 42
cousins she discovered (her
birth father was one of eight).
DNA tests have connected her
with an exponentially larger
number of relatives.
“I did Ancestry thinking I
won’t have one person,” she
said. “I got a lot of people.
Now it’s over 1,000 people
that I’m connected to.”
Her newfound family members have been extremely
receptive to meeting and

n FAMILY TIES
This is another in a series
of articles about adoptees
who have connected with
their birth families.
sharing family stories with
her.
“It was unbelievable,” she
said. “They didn’t need an
extra cousin. They started
having these ‘Welcome home’
parties.
It’s just been amazing,” she
added. “It’s been really amazing.”
Her birth relatives have
embraced her daughters,
Lauren, 33, and Jennifer, 36,
as well.
“I feel like I’m giving my
kids the gift of family,” she
said.
Her new family members
have helped her locate a piece
of herself she never knew was
missing.
“I had such a great life and
a happy life and I never felt a
yearning for love,” she said.
“It’s just been awesome.”
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ONCE UPON A TIME
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See Why
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Sellers Gave

Thinking Of Moving In 2021,
CALL KIM TODAY!
630.533.8800 • KIM@KIMLOTKA.COM
KIMLOTKA.COM

CLEAN & CHECK
your FURNACE
and Be Ready for a Cold Winter

Use this coupon for $20 OFF
Behind the lens — This photo in Sandy Williams’ book, “Images of America
— Hinsdale,” captures L.C. Harner on the right. “For decades, the Harner
Photography Shop operated at the rear of he Froscher Building. Harner created
an extraordinary historic record of Hinsdale through his photographs of the village
in the 1920s and 1930s.” Many of the photos in Williams’ book and several that
have run in “Once upon a time” are from Harner.

Heating & Air Conditioning Contractors
Quality Service since 1948
We service all furnaces & boilers.

Call
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www.heatengineering.com
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NEWS

Board mulls extended kindergarten plan
‘Rising Stars’ program intended to fill students’ learning gaps early, before they widen
By Ken Knutson
kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

Full-day kindergarten is
poised to launch this fall in
Community Consolidated
Elementary District 181, at
least for some.
At Monday night’s meeting, board members were
apprised of the proposed
D181 Rising Stars Extended
Day Kindergarten pilot program for students needing
additional academic support.
“(The program) is intended for any student in our
seven elementary schools
who has been identified as
having additional needs in
the academic areas of literacy or mathematics,”
said Kathleen Robinson,
assistant superintendent of
learning. “(Rising Stars) will
provide an intense intervention-based program, half-

day, that would focus on
language and literacy development, numeracy, some
vocabulary support, some
emergent reading skills,
working independently, and
gross and fine motor skills
as well.”
The program would have
a total enrollment of 60 participants and be housed at
Elm, Monroe and Prospect
schools, each of which
would host three morning
and three afternoon sections
of eight to 12 students per
section. Participants would
attend their neighborhood
school for their general kindergarten class for the other
half of the day.
“We do not have space in
all seven of our schools to
provide extended-day Rising
Stars programs,” Robinson
said, noting 55 minutes
would be scheduled midday
for lunch, recess and travel.

Eligibility would be determined through screenings
May 31 and June 1 as well
as a summer screening for
families who move into the
district after the end of the
school year. All the spots will
be filled.
“We will take the 60 students who have the highest needs and who have
been identified as not ready
for kindergarten or below
our entrance standards,”
Robinson said.
Board President Margie
Kleber praised the department of learning for developing the pilot.
“I think this is a great
plan,” Kleber said. “Clearly
the reason you’re bringing
it to us is because you see a
need.”
Robinson responded that
a study of several years of
past kindergarten data
revealed 15 to 17 percent of

THANKFUL
On behalf of the entire community, we thank
our hospital staff in Hinsdale for your tireless
work during this pandemic.

rising first-graders were not
reading at grade level.
“That’s why we’re projecting we need about 50
to 60 seats,” she said, later
noting that speech services
and social work services will
continue to be offered at the
home school.
Robinson related that the
screenings will furnish educators with helpful information beyond Rising Stars.
“The purpose of the
screening is two-fold: it’s to
identify students for the program but also to provide us
with a baseline for students
entering our kindergarten
programs and kindergarten
classrooms,” she said.
Rising Stars students
would be regularly assessed
for growth and achievement,
Robinson said.
“We will continue to monitor students through their
intervention with data that

we take from the intervention at specified benchmark
periods,” she said.
The estimated $542,000
cost of the pilot program
includes $240,000 to add
three full-time teachers and
$200,000 for transportation.
Robinson noted that estimate assumes all 60 students
will need district busing,
which may not ultimately be
the case. The ongoing cost
also would be less, officials
said, because furniture and
instructional resources are
one-time expenditures.
Board member Sheetal
Rao said, while this is not
full-day kindergarten for
everyone, it’s an important
step.
“The kids that are needing
additional support are going
to be able to get it,” Rao said.
The board is expected to
vote to approve the program
at its March 14 meeting.

For You

Take a moment to thank a
healthcare hero!
HHF Board of Directors:
Richard Barrett

Karen Fiascone

Margaret Owen Tomei

Regina Walker, M.D.

Craig Chapello

Stavros Ionides, M.D.

Millen Peev, M.D.

Randy Waring

Richard Ciccarone

Katherine Karvelas

Jay Pollitt

Cynthia Wills

Jay Dalal, M.D.

Adam Maycock

Shana Robinson

Tony Yager

Tony DiGianfilippo, M.D.

Matthew McGuire

Colleen Salvino

Richard Eck

Richard Moore

Kay Sharples

Laurie Eichelman

Timothy Nickels

With gratitude,
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NEXT WEEK
Hinsdale Firefighters Pension Board
9 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 23
Memorial Building, 19 E. Chicago Ave.

Hinsdale High School District 86 Board
6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 24
Hinsdale South High School
7401 Clarendon Hills Road, Darien
https://d86.hinsdale86.org

Enjoy delicious signature dishes, daily specials,
handmade pasta, fresh seafood, chops & veal.

MEETING ROUNDUP

Community Consolidated District 181 Board

Among other business Monday, board members:
• approved a $6.1 million abatement of bond and interest funds
for the 2021 tax levy year to reduce the debt service portion of the
community’s tax bills. The move follows the board’s abatement
strategy that any amount in fund balances over 50 percent of
operating expenses should either be restricted for district approval and/or be abated.
• approved awarding contracts for summer projects totaling
nearly $1.35 million, $304,000 of which will be done by district
staff. Projects include $270,000 each for the Elm School and
Monroe School playground upgrades and $195,000 to upgrade
the bells and clocks at six of seven elementary schools.
• voted to increase the daily rate of substitute teacher pay from
$100 to $150 and remove the bonus structure currently in place
to be more competitive with surrounding districts. Long-term
substitute teacher pay will also be increased to $225 per day from
$173.85, and substitute instructional assistants’ pay was increased
to $110 per day from $95. The changes would result in an esttimated $130,000 per school year.
• approved the calendars for the 2022-23 and 2023-24 school
years. The final 2022-23 calendar schedules winter break from
Dec. 22 to Jan. 4, which was changed from an initial Dec. 19-30
break to align with the Hinsdale High School District 86 calendar.
The last day of school also was changed in the final version from
June 1, 2023, to June 2.

Another drop in COVID19 cases in the village
Forty-seven Hinsdale residents have tested positive for
COVID-19 over the past week.
The DuPage County Health
Department reported 47 new
cases, and the Cook County
Health Department reported
no new cases.
That brings the total number
of reported cases in the village
to 3,565, compared to 3,518 last
week.
Amita Hinsdale Hospital
had six confirmed COVID-19
patients and no patients awaiting test results as of Wednesday,
a spokeswoman said.
Hinsdale Central High
School reported two positive
cases, 12 in isolation and no
one in quarantine as of Feb. 11.
Vaccination rates are at 81.9
percent for Central students

and 95 percent for Hinsdale
High School District 86 staff.
Community Consolidated
Elementary District 181 reported 20 cases Feb. 9-15, involving
18 students, one teachers and
one staff.
The rolling seven-day positivity rate for Region 8, which
includes DuPage County, was
5.2 percent on Feb. 13, compared to 9.4 percent of Feb. 6.
Illinois has administered
more than 20.9 million doses
of vaccines. An average of
22,066 doses are being administered daily, compared to
about 23,504 last week. The
percentage of individuals fully
vaccinated is 73.4 percent in
DuPage County and more than
78.5 percent in the 60521 ZIP
code.

Correction
Neil Thomas is a cardiac surgeon. His occupation was listed
incorrectly at the top of the “Ask an expert” feature in the Feb.
10 issue.
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• OPEN FOR DINING

(with appropriate social distancing measures)

• CARRY OUT ORDERS & DELIVERY via Door Dash
441 E. OGDEN AVE., CLARENDON HILLS
(1 mile west of Route 83)

www.zazasclarendonhills.com | 630.920.0500
HOURS: M-T: 4-9pm W-F: 11:30am-9pm Sat-Sun: 4-9pm

60 SECONDS
n

“I’ve just always loved animals. I was the one in the neighborhood
bringing the (stray) animals home to my parents.”
— Jacki Rossi

Humane society
work a labor of
love for Rossi
In the early part of the pandemic, the Hinsdale Humane
Society and its then-business
development director Jacki
Rossi took extreme measures
to meet the spiking demand for
rescue pets from homebound
residents.
“I was literally, on the weekends, driving to Kentucky to
meet our partners in the south
to get animals,” Rossi said.
Finding forever families for
so many animals was rewarding. But with veterinarian
offices closed or limited during
lockdown, the rate of spaying
and neutering plummeted.
“So a lot of animals reproduced,” she said.
As a result, instead of the
usual influx of kittens from
April to October, for example,
it’s now become a year-round
stream. COVID effects like
that have put pressure on the
society’s ability to stock adequate supplies and keep pace
with the medical care animals
receive.
To help shore up the
resources needed to carry out
its mission, the humane society
will hold its Unleashed virtual
fundraiser from 7 to 8 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 26 (see Page 18
for details).
“(The virtual format) allow
us to connect with our support-

ers across the country,” Rossi
remarked. “I see that continuing.”
Rossi started as a humane
educator in 2017 and was
recently named the society’s
executive director. She studied
mythology, literature and economics in college and entered
the workforce as a marketing
staffer .
“My first job out of school
was with the Girl Scouts. That
started my love of nonprofits,”
she said.
Helping critters has always
been her heart’s assignment.
“I’ve just always loved animals,” she said. “I was the one
in the neighborhood bringing
the (stray) animals home to my
parents.”
Before joining the Hinsdale
Humane Society staff, Rossi got
involved in farm life.
“I was in general farm animal
welfare where I worked with
family farmers on humane
husbandry systems,” she said.
“Animal welfare and youth
programming are kind of my
passion.”
Other passions include
biking, playing volleyball and
writing.
“I still have on my bucket
list to write a children’s novel
based on (my humane society
experience),” Rossi revealed. “If

JACKI ROSSI
GREW UP IN MERRILLVILLE, IND. • HELPS RUN NEW LEASH ON
LIFE SHELTER IN CHICAGO • GRADUATED FROM PURDUE UNIVERSITY •
DEVOTED CUBS FAN • ENJOYS GARDENING
I can just could get it out of my
head onto paper.”
Naturally her household is a
pet-friendly one.
“I have foster dogs, I have
two cats and a snail,” Rossi
said. “I had a pet therapy rat
named Neville, but he passed
away last year.”
2022 is off to a busy start,
with already 246 adoptions as
of Monday. And it’s not just
dogs and cats.

“We just got two rabbits, and
in two weeks they both got
adopted,” she related. “It hasn’t
slowed down at all, which is a
good thing.”
The Tuthill Family Pet
Rescue & Resource Center has
weclcomed a goat, sugar gliders — even roosters, hearkening back to Rossi’s farm days.
“We put them in a dog kennel, but we have to scatter the
food so they can go around and

eat,” she said. “And they let us
know when it’s morning.”
Rossi loves enriching lives,
whether they’re four-legged or
two.
“Giving back and helping people are just kind of
ingrained of who I am as a
person,” she said. “I’m very fortunate to be able to do that as a
professional, too.”
— story by Ken Knutson,
photo by Jim Slonoff

Introducing...our new

STAY IN YOUR CAR – PAY IN YOUR CAR

CAR WASH!

for faster, better and more convenient service than ever before!
Includes towel dry, too!

Our service will shine and so will your vehicle!
102 Chicago Ave., Hinsdale | 630.325.0088
fullerscarwash.com

ALWAYS AVAILABLE:
Full Service Wash – Interior/Exterior Detail
Matts/Carpet Cleaning

** ASK ABOUT OUR MONTHLY PASS FOR UNLIMITED WASHES! **
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D86 gathering Feb. 10 is a tale of two meetings
The Hinsdale High School District 86 Board
meeting Feb. 10 prompted two responses: hope
and disgust.
We saw many things to appreciate — audience
members who were brave enough to say they
believe equity work is important work for the
district to do, board member Peggy James’ call
for her colleagues to be more willing to talk about
issues and audience members who presented
their comments thoughtfully and professionally.
We are particularly inspired by the Hinsdale
Central junior who had the courage to stand up
and make an emotional plea for people to treat
one another with compassion and empathy. She
shared how painful it is when one student tells
another student to kill themselves. That bears
restating: kids tell each other to kill themselves
— and not just at Hinsdale Central.
And yet this student, who made the most reasonable request of the evening, received only
a smattering of applause. The next speaker,
also a Central student, earned loud cheers and
applause when he called for Superintendent
Tammy Prentiss to resign.

Audience members exhibited some of the
worst behavior we’ve seen at a school board
meeting. They cheered, applauded, chanted
and high-fived speakers who agreed with them
during public comment. When the majority
liked what the speaker was saying, they yelled
“Let them speak” when the two-minute timer
went off. When they didn’t agree with one speaker, who had the nerve to suggest the increase in
teen suicides has to do with the pandemic in
general and isolation, not solely the masks, they
yelled “Time’s up.”
And while we appreciate that students want
to have a voice and chose to attend the meeting
to express it, we wish the adults in the audience
would see teaching opportunities when students
said things like, “It’s not our job to protect the
adults” or “You need to do what we want.”
These aren’t the attitudes we want to encourage
in young adults. We should be working to help
them develop a wider perspective and recognize
that a community is the healthiest — in all ways
— when people work to protect one another.
Board member Jeff Waters only furthered the

divisive attitude when he called for fellow board
member Kathleen Hirsman to recuse herself
from voting on mask requirements because she
doesn’t have kids in the district. That strikes us
as unprofessional and unkind. (And it makes
one audience member’s suggestion that Prentiss
be fired and he become the new superintendent
even more ridiculous.)
Then, when Hirsman said she refused to be
cowed by the mob, the audience responded by
yelling and booing and acting like a mob.
The mask debate is not an easy one. As many
speakers and board members noted, different
districts and different states have taken different
approaches. Even medical professionals offer
conflicting opinions about how effective masks
are. But the ability to have a reasonable conversation about masks — or any other topic in
District 86 — is lost in the hyperbole and hostility.
We stand with the Central student who begged
adults to set an example of respect. They let her
down Thursday night. We hope they do better in
the future.

COMMENTARY

Olympic athletes show us how it should be done
I have been so inspired by the
athletes competing in the 2022
Winter Olympics in Beijing.
Here are a few of my favorites:
• Colby Stevenson, the silver
medalist in the men’s big air competition, who almost died in a 2016
car accident that left him with a
broken skull in 30 places. He had
been driving from Oregon to Utah
to see a friend who broke his leg
when Stevenson fell asleep at the
wheel and rolled his car six times.
Doctors weren’t sure he’d walk
again — or even live — but eight
months later he won his first World
Cup in Italy.
“Instead of being there to win, I
was there to ski, for the love of the
sport,” he said in an interview on
NBC.
His said he has a newfound
appreciation for skiing and treats
every day like it’s a gift.
• speed skater Brittany Bowe,
who gave up her spot in the 500meter race to teammate Erin
Jackson. Jackson had slipped in
the trials and placed third. On
Olympic ice, she came in first and
earned a gold medal.

The interview with the
“It all came because
two about Bowe’s deciwe didn’t give up when
times were tough, when
sion was so heartwarmthings didn’t go our
ing. Jackson talked about
way,” Baumgartner said.
the many years Bowe
“We’re tasting the sweet
has been her mentor and
taste of victory.”
friend.
• Elana Meyers Taylor,
“I’ve always known
who won the silver in the
what an incredible perwomen’s monobob, who
son she is and now it’s
is traveling with her son,
really showing,” Jackson
said.
Pamela Lannom Nico.
She told a reporter she
“It’s my honor to give
wants to set an example
her that opportunity,”
for other female athletes so they
Bowe said.
know it’s possible to be a mom
• Lindsey Jacobellis, who spent
16 years trying to win a gold medal and still compete with the best in
the world.
at the Olympics. She was one
I learned in a later interview
jump away from a gold medal in
snowboard cross in Torino in 2006 that she has another reason for
when she fell and instead earned a continuing to compete. She wants
silver. She didn’t medal at the next to inspire her son, who has been
diagnosed with Down’s syndrome.
three Olympics in 2010, 2014 and
“I wanted to prove to him that
2018.
just because you have stuff to overThree days later she won her
second gold medal with teammate come, it doesn’t mean you have to
Nick Baumgartner in the Olympic
stop going after your dreams,” she
debut of mixed snowboard cross.
said.
It was the first gold medal for the
• U.S. freeskier Alex Hall, who
40-year-old, the country’s oldest
took gold in the ski slopestyle comOlympian in Beijing.
petition earlier this week. He had

nothing but praise for his teammate, Nick Goepper, who took
silver.
“It’s an honor to be up there with
him,” Hall said.
I could go on, talking about Ryan
Cochran-Siegle earning a silver
in the super-G a year after breaking his neck in a serious crash or
Mikaela Shiffrin finishing ninth in
the super-G after being unable to
finish her first two races or Shaun
White’s gracious farewell to his
Olympic career. I imagine he
would have given the same speech
if he had won gold instead of coming in fourth.
Time after time, I’ve watched
an athlete hug and high-five and
show such respect for another athlete who just stripped away their
dream of winning a gold medal.
Bower described her own selfless
act as the “spirit of the Olympics.”
I sure hope Team USA will bring
some of it home to share with the
rest of us.
— Pamela Lannom is editor of
The Hinsdalean. Readers can
email her at plannom@thehinsdalean.com.

n Doctors weren’t sure he’d walk again — or even live — but eight

months later he won his first World Cup in Italy.
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My roots
and a red dress
in China, and
When I was
learning about
young, my
my grandma
mom gifted
escaping just
me a beautiful
ahead of the
red traditional
Communist
Chinese dress,
takeover. I am
called a qipao.
immensely
Qipaos are of
proud of where
Manchu origin
I come from,
and are typically
a far cry from
slim-fitting with
a high neckline
Isabella Terry my shy 5-yearold self. When
and have intrithinking about my relacate designs woven in. I
wore mine everywhere: to tionship with my Nai
Nai, I can’t help but think
formal dinners, holiday
gatherings, other special
back to my silk qipao
occasions, and I even
and its intricate stitches.
threw it on to strut down
I can’t help but feel that
our long hallway (starting these stitches represent
the trend of borrowing
the threads that bind us
my mom’s clothes from a so tightly together and
young age). My dramatic
represent all the love I
walks down the runway
have for her.
were a weekly occurIf I am fortunate
enough to have a daughrence.
Until they weren’t.
ter one day, I want to
One day my mom was
give her a qipao to wear
dressing me for a fancy
around as long as she’d
dinner, expecting me to
like. I hope that she
wear my usual. To her
learns about the power
surprise I quipped, “I
of accepting who you are
don’t want to wear this
and carrying both family
anymore,” with my hands and ethnic pride. I think
on my hips. I was 5 going
the Lunar New Year
on 15. I remember the
served as an important
rush of negative thoughts reminder to me in this
that filled my mind like
respect. I tell myself I
a sudden storm rolling
have great fu, or fortune
in. Why couldn’t I wear
in English, to be my
what others were weargrandma’s granddaughter.
ing? Gone were the days
What is your family’s
of pride, confidence and
love for my qipao. My
red dress?
mom moved onto anoth— Isabella Terry, a senior
at Hinsdale Central High
er outfit, likely with some
School, is a contributing
lingering sadness.
columnist. Readers can
The recent Lunar New
email her at news@theYear brought back a
flood of happy memohinsdalean.com.
ries regarding my Asian
heritage. I can picture
my siblings and I making
dumplings in the kitchen, visiting my cousins

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Harassment demonstrates why Hinsdale needs DEI
There is a debate in the editorial section
of this paper about DEI — diversity, equity
and inclusion — at Hinsdale schools. My
experience this past weekend in the Grant
Square parking lot reminded me why
equity training is necessary for Hinsdale
residents.
I grew up in Clarendon Hills, and was
visiting this past weekend with my sister. We stopped at Kramer’s to pick up a
fruit plate on a slow Sunday morning. I
dropped her off at the entrance and idled
outside with my blinkers on to prevent her
from walking in the cold.
After 10 seconds, a middle-aged white
man approached my front bumper, lingering and staring menacingly at me. The
man glared at me and asked angrily, “Is
this a special parking spot just for you?” I
tried to explain that my sister didn’t have

a coat, but he continued to stare threateningly as he entered the store.
I was not inconveniencing this man.
I don’t know why he harassed me.
Perhaps he is going through a rough time.
However, he shouldn’t have taken his
anger out on me. I’ve been assaulted in
public, so I’m no stranger to the violence
of men’s rage.
Even as a white woman driving a shiny
rental car who visibly fits in with the privileged residents of Hinsdale, I felt threatened by his behavior. What if I were a person of color? Or driving an older, cheaper
car? Would this man have been nastier?
Become violent?
Hinsdale should embrace DEI so it can
become a truly safe and welcoming place.
— Elaine Kuckertz, Washington D.C.,
Hinsdale Central Class of 2009

Does superintendent’s edit convey her opinion of Hinsdale?
A recent FOIA request revealed emails
between D86 Superintendent Tammy
Prentiss and Valda Valbrun, a consultant
based in North Carolina. Ms. Prentiss and
Ms. Valbrun were jointly revising language
of the Jan. 13 letter in which Valbrun withdrew her firm from potential engagement
by D86.
In her email to Ms. Valbrun dated Jan.
13, 2022, Ms. Prentiss added the following
to the letter: “I ... really think Hinsdale is a
dangerous place and (I) would not be comfortable there.” Ms. Prentiss also wrote “It’s
shameful and I feel sorry for the students
that have to experience this and don’t have
the privilege of walking away.”
Later that day, the superintendent read
the Valbrun letter to the public at the D86
board meeting.
On Jan. 14, the letter was inappropriately

included in the Board Briefs sent to each
student.
Ms. Prentiss has deftly used Ms. Valbrun
as a tool. For the casual reader, there was
simply a heated BOE meeting on Jan. 13
and a standard email of a “Board Brief”
to all students and parents on Jan. 14.
Nothing to see here.
But the newly-revealed e-mails show
more. By inserting her own language into
Valbrun’s letter, Ms. Prentiss displays her
true colors. Ms. Prentiss herself apparently
believes Hinsdale to be a “dangerous” and
“shameful” place. It seems the letter is not
sour grapes of a disappointed contractor
but the superintendent’s own beliefs.
Why does the D86 BOE continue to
employ someone who, in truth, may
despise this community? — Anne Marrs
Huber, Oak Brook

LETTERS POLICY
Requirements
• 250 words or fewer
• include writer’s name,
address and daytime phone
number

• documentation must be
provided for numbers, statistics
and other facts mentioned in
the letter
• no form letters

Submission
• e-mail to news@thehinsdalean.com
• fax to (630) 323-4220
• mail to The Hinsdalean,

Letters to the editor, 7 W. First
St., Hinsdale Il 60521
Questions?
Call (630) 323-4422
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Hinsdale police distributed the following reports Feb. 16.

Motorists arrested for DUI
• Kathryn A. Kern, 59, 701 Gamble Drive, Lisle, was arrested
for driving under the influence of alcohol, improper lane use
and operating a motor vehicle while using an electronic communication device at 12:02 a.m. Feb. 12 in the 200 block of West
55th Street. She was charged and released to appear in court.
• Elizabeth A. Cahall, 38, 1435 Bayshore Drive, Cocoa Beach,
Fla., was arrested for driving under the influence of an intoxicating compound, driving with a suspended license, operating
an uninsured motor vehicle and transportation or possession
of open alcohol by driver after her vehicle struck a curb at 8:08
p.m. Feb. 12 at Ogden Avenue and Madison Street. She was
in possession of a suspected controlled substance in pill form
and a white powdery substance in clear baggies. An open container of vodka was located in her purse. She was charged and
released to appear in court. Additional charges are pending the
results of the lab report.
• Litoria L. Yates, 36, 1451 Richmond Lane, Algonquin, was
arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol, transportation or possession of open alcohol by a driver and operating
an uninsured motor vehicle at midnight Feb. 15, after she
was found parked on the side of the road asleep at the wheel
at Interstate 294 and Ogden Avenue. She was charged and
released to appear in court.

Fraudulent withdrawal reported
A fraudulent withdrawal was made against the bank account
of a resident of the 300 block of the East Fourth Street on Feb. 1.
The incident was reported Feb. 14.

Found
Lost &

1 block S. of 55th & 1 block
W. of County Line Rd.

COME IN FOR A
TOUCH OF SPRING!

(630)-323-1085
www.verngoersgreenhouse.com
Winter Hours:
Mon-Sat. 8am-5pm;
Closed Sunday

n
GIFT CARDS
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2022 SEEDS ARE IN
Vegetables • Herbs • Flowers

SHAMROCKS • AZALEAS • SPRING BULBS
BONSAI • CYCLAMEN • HOUSEPLANTS
KALANCHOES • SUCCULENTS • FERTILIZER
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Arrests do not constitute conviction of a crime, and individuals
listed here should be presumed innocent until proven guilty. If
charges are dismissed or reduced or the accused is found not
guilty, he or she can contact The Hinsdalean at news@thehinsdalean.com to provide us with documentation. Information will
be updated online and in the next issue of the paper.

State rep’s COVID-19
webinar set for tonight
State
Rep.
Deanne
Mazzochi (R-47, Elmhurst) is
hosting a webinar on COVID19 and how to move beyond
it at 6 tonight, Feb. 17.
“COVID is going to
become a part of everyday
life,” Mazzochi said. “I want
to arm people with knowledge to help people return to
a sense of normalcy.”
Mazzochi will be joined
by immunologist Dr. Mia
Taormina, CEO Kurt Jose
of IndiviDx labs, DuPage
County
Public
Health
Emergency
Response
Supervisor Kristen Lundeen
and Dr. Rashmi Chugh of
the DuPage County Health

Department. The panelists
will discuss effective COVID19 tests and test practices and
the latest COVID-19 information, including treatments
and their availability.
Mazzochi will also discuss the latest in state policy. Finally, the panelists will
answer participants’ questions about COVID-19.
Register for the Zoom
program at https://www.
RepMazzochi.com or watch
via Facebook live on https://
www.Facebook.com/
RepDeanneMazzochi.
Questions? Call (630) 8528633 or send an email to
mazzochi@ilhousegop.org.

What’s in a name?
The Hinsdalean
One town. One paper.

OUR NAME SAYS IT ALL...
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Marybeth Hanrahan Langan
Marybeth Hanrahan Langan, 56, a
former longtime Clarendon Hills resident, passed away Feb. 8, 2022, at her
home in Deerfield.
She was born in 1965 in Chicago
and attended Walker School, Hinsdale
Junior High School and Hinsdale
Central High School. She graduated
from Ripon College in Wisconsin and
Langan
was a retired reading specialist.
Betsy was preceded in death by her hus-

band, Matthew Langan; and her parents, Michael and Adrianne Hanrahan.
She is survived by her sons, Jack,
Will and Tim (Jess) Girard; her sister,
Bridget Hanrahan, and her aunts, Sister
Elise Hanrahan and Clare Pfenniger.
A memorial service will be held at a
later date.
Brian Powell Funeral Directors of
Hinsdale handled the arrangements.

Frank J. Merritt
Spangled Banner in the crowd for all
Frank J. Merritt, 90, a former Hinsdale
to hear. He was a member of Castle
resident, died Feb. 12, 2022.
Oak Country Club in Chesterfield, Mo.,
Frank was born as John Franklin
where he was introduced to his beloved
Merritt in 1931 in Wabash, Ind., to
game of tennis and made many lifelong
Bruce J. and Helen Fudge Merritt. At
friends. He was an avid runner and
a very young age he chose Frank as
enjoyed golf, walking and all outdoor
his name instead of John. He attended
activities.
Wabash High School, where he played
After retiring to Pelican Bay in Naples,
basketball, ran track and was in the
Merritt
Frank became an avid tennis player
choir. He also held a Master Mason
and lived for his weekly bridge game
degree from the Indiana Freemasons in
Wabash, Ind. He attended Purdue University with the guys. He became full of knowledge
in 1949 and graduated with a bachelor’s degree about the native plants of Florida as landscape
in civil engineering. He was a brother in the director at Valencia in Pelican Bay and also
Acacia Fraternity, sang in the Purdue Varsity grew to love and know the birds of Pelican Bay,
especially along the berm.
Glee Club and was a member of the ROTC.
He is survived by two daughters, Michelle
He served in the U.S. Army of as a first
lieutenant, Corps of Engineers, from 1954-56, Merritt Jolas and Melissa (Jim) Alabach; three
stationed in Phalsbourg, France (a NATO air- grandchildren, Logan and Tyler Alabach and
base). Frank started his career working for Ruby Merritt Jolas; his sister, Joan Merritt (the
Ingersoll Rand in 1956 as a technical sales late Tom) Holmes; his nieces and nephews,
manager in San Francisco. There he met his Nanne Holmes, Susie Holmes Eelman, John
future wife, Sharon Louise Gibson. They had Holmes and Bruce Merritt Holmes; his fiancé,
a very short courtship and were married Oct Anne Woolard; her two children, John (Heather
17, 1964. He was then transferred to St. Louis, McAuliffe Woolard) Woolard and Anne (Pucci)
where he became a sales manager and raised Haywood; and her two grandchildren, Tucker
his family. The rest of his career was spent in and Finley.
He was preceded in death by his wife,
Hinsdale, where he became a regional sales
manager. Frank retired from Ingersoll Rand Sharon, in July 2004.
A funeral service will be held at 4 p.m.
in 1996. After realizing that he did not like the
cold winters of Chicago, he moved to Pelican Saturday, Feb. 19, at Naples United Church of
Bay, Naples, Fla., where he enjoyed his retire- Christ, Gates Chapel, 5200 Crayton Rd, Naples.
A private celebration of his life will be held
ment and met a wonderful companion, Anne
after the service, with provided at the service.
Woolard, who later became his fiancé.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made
Frank loved the St. Louis Cardinals. Upon
moving to St. Louis, he had front row, third online to https://www.woundedwarriorsofcolbase season tickets and belted out the Star liercounty.com/campaigns/donate/

Daniel R. and Rosemarie M. O’Hara

7000 S. MADISON STREET
WILLOWBROOK, IL
630.325.2300

Daniel R. O’Hara, 94, of Hinsdale died Dec.
23, 2021. Six weeks later, his wife of 72 years,
Rosemarie M. (Kessler) O’Hara, 91, died Feb.
7, 2022.
They were former 35-year residents of
Wheaton and active parishioners at St. John
the Baptist Catholic Church in Winfield.
They are survived by their daughters,
Jeannine (William) Baltz, Karen (John)
Bussan and Bridget (the late James) Wright of
Hinsdale; and their sons, Kevin (Lee Whitacre)
and Daniel (Teresa Paal); their grandchildren,
Samuel Bussan, Melanie Bussan, Daniel J.
Wright and Daniel A. O’Hara; and many nieces
and nephews.
They were preceded in death by Daniel’s

2921 S. HARLEM AVENUE
BERWYN, IL
708.484.4111
www.adolfservices.com

OBITUARIES

343906

parents, Hazel (Yirrell) and Daniel R. O’Hara
Sr.; Rosemarie’s parents, Rose (Stoeck) and
Max Kessler; and her sisters, Bernice (late
Robert) Wunderlich, Dorothy Kessler, Emily
Kessler and Alice (the late Aldo) Perrazzolo.
A memorial visitation will be held at 10
a.m. Friday, Feb. 25, at Notre Dame Catholic
Church, 64 Norfolk Ave., Clarendon Hills.
A funeral mass will follow at 11 a.m. at the
church.
Inurnment at Assumption Catholic Cemetery
in Winfield is be private.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made
online to the Mercy Home for Boys and Girls at
https://www.mercyhome.org.

Follow us on Twitter @thehinsdalean
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ASK AN EXPERT
How has cancer
changed holiday
celebrations?

SARA AND BRENDAN WHELTON

Like most things in Sara and
Brendan Whelton’s lives, Valentine’s
Day looked a little different this year.
“We never really celebrated
Valentine’s Day,” said Sara Whelton,
who just weeks after Valentine’s
Day 2021 began her battle with an
aggressive form of breast cancer.
The next months were spent in
surgeries, chemo treatments and
rounds of radiation. The next years,
Whelton said, will be spent making
new memories and enjoying new
experiences, like the one provided Feb. 11 by Wellness House in
Hinsdale.
Virtual Enchanted Evening offered
couples the opportunity to spend
time together as they prepared a
romantic meal under the guidance
of Chef Sarah Beth Tanner. Using
kits provided by the Wellness House,
the Wheltons constructed a charcuterie board and enjoyed their creation while listening to live music by
Jeffrey Deutsch.
“He sang love songs and played
the piano,” Whelton said.

She said Brendan liked the music
best of all, while she enjoyed the
experience of being in the kitchen
with her husband.
“That’s not something we would
normally do together,” she said.
Both appreciated the chance to
spend an evening as a couple, but
without the need to find childcare
for their three children, ages 10, 7
and 5.
“They’re really what has kept me
going,” Whelton said.
She said her entire family has
benefited from the services and programs offered at Wellness House.
At Christmas time, her children
enjoyed a ride on the Polar Express,
and the whole family has used the
facility’s counseling services.
“Cancer isn’t just physical. It’s
mental. It’s emotional,” Whelton
said.
She and Brendan talk to their
counselor, Nevada Bennett, about
the challenges that cancer brought
to both of their lives, individually
and as a couple.
“It was like we both took on
an extra job,” Whelton said. Her
new job was to fight cancer, while
Brendan suddenly had to take care
of the things that Sara had managed,
including the house and kids.

DIAMOND STUDS
THE LITTLE BLACK DRESS
OF JEWELRY

3 7 S . WA S H I N GTO N ST R E E T
630.455.1900
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Whelton also attends a monthly breast cancer support group
at Wellness House. It gives her a
chance to talk with other women
with similar experiences, to ask
questions and to compare notes
about things like medication side
effects, hair loss and the many feelings and changes that come with a
cancer diagnosis.
Whelton’s diagnosis came soon
after she had received a clear mammogram. She noticed a swelling
under her left arm, and while her
doctor told her it was probably nothing to worry about, she knew something was wrong. In March 2021, she
learned she was right.
“Know your body,” Whelton said,
and never ignore something that’s
out of the ordinary.
With her strength and her hair
making a slow but certain return,
Whelton said she looks forward to
more Wellness House programs and
events, and to finally spending time
face to face with the people she’s
met over the last year.
Meanwhile, Whelton said she’s
taking every opportunity to make
new memories with her husband
and children; memories like the
ones they made this Valentine’s Day.
— by Sandy Illian Bosch

Sara and Brendan Whelton are grateful
for the support they’ve received from
Wellness House and for the fun they
had attending the organization’s virtual
Valentine’s Day event. (Jim Slonoff photo)

NEWS
Tensions high at D86 board meeting
Continued from Page 3
an emergency meeting after the ruling was handed down. That would
have given the board the opportunity
to better support building administration, students, staff and teachers,
she said, noting she was trained as a
teacher.
“You don’t take a class on how to
navigate a day like Monday,” she said.
Levinthal also echoed one student’s
call for adults to learn to agree to dis-
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for Prentiss to resign.
Reid McCollum reiterated comments he made earlier in the meeting,
suggesting outside interest groups
who do not support taxpayer-funded
education are taking advantage of the
mask debate to divide the community.
“We’re not making good progress
by making unfounded accusations,
really, really hurtful personal attacks,
conspiratorial thinking,” he contin-

ued. “And there is a huge amount of
disinformation that is being weaponized in this community against the
public schools that we all deeply and
earnestly care about.”
McCollum called for residents to
focus on de-escalating the animosity
during this time of upheaval.
“We need to heal our community
and we need to somehow find a way
to put the genie back in the bottle and
prioritize our schools,” he said.

“Community journalism
the way it was meant to be”
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agree.
“Hearing all sides of this and being
respectful in our discourse is something we as a board have to model
and hopefully can bring this community together on many, many issues,”
she said.
When public comment resumed,
speakers continued to discuss the
controversy surrounding equity consulting and debate the mask policy.
Several people also repeated the call
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Is the Value of Your Home
in the Land?

• obituaries
• engagement announcements
• wedding announcements
• birth notices
• email subscriptions for active duty
military and veterans

Sellers: Ask an Agent or Sell It Yourself
Buyers: Find “Off-Market” Listings

The Hinsdalean

infillRE, LLC 3 Grant Square #184 Hinsdale | 630-654-4100
info@teardowns.com

One town. One paper.

For 29 years, our award winning team has designed more than 500 home projects in the Hinsdale area.
Contact us to discuss your new home, addition or renovation ideas!
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INDOOR/OUTDOOR SPACE?

We can make that happen!

www.caprioprisbyarchitects.com
630.323.7554 EXT. 102
jprisby@caprioprisby.com

CAPRIO PRISBY ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN, P.C. 106 SOUTH WASHINGTON ST. HINSDALE
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INFANT WELFARE SOCIETY OF CHICAGO HINSDALE AUXILIARY

TA B L E S C A P E S
ANNUAL BENEFIT LUNCHEON

P U R C H A S E YO U R T I C K E T S T O D AY !
Hilton Oak Brook Hills Resort
Sunday, March 13, 2022
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
HinsdaleIWS.com

THANK YOU TO OUR
GENEROUS SPONSORS
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Melanie Keller stars as the female half of the Tuppence and Tommy detective duo
in First Folio’s production of “Agatha Christie’s The Secret Council,” adapted by
David Rice. The cast also includes Tina Muñoz Pandya. (photos provided)

First Folio offers enjoyable ‘whodunit’
Adaption of Agatha Christie’s ‘The Secret Council’ provides fast-paced intrigue
By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

Looking for a good Agatha
Christie murder mystery as an
escape from the late-winter blahs?
“Death on the Nile” is in theaters
now, with a blockbuster cast led
by Kenneth Branagh as Hercule
Poirot.
And then there’s the First Folio
production of “The Secret Council”
on stage at Mayslake Peabody
Estate in Oak Brook. The adaptation was written by First Folio’s
co-founder and executive director
David Rice.
The film and the play were both
scheduled to run a year ago but
delayed due to the pandemic, Rice
said.
“I will ride that kind of fortuitous
timing as far as it will take me,”
Rice said. “There is no bad time to
do an Agatha Christie.”
The First Folio play is based on
one of her earliest novels. Rice said
his motivation for choosing the
work was two-fold.
“Agatha Christie stories sell like
crazy,” he said. “They are always
amongst the most popular shows
theaters can produce.”
Existing adaptations, with casts
of 10 to 15 people, are usually too

expensive for small theaters to
stage, Rice said. So he began looking at some of her earliest works.
“I wanted to see if there was one
of her early novels that I felt I could
adapt and adapt in a way that
would make it more affordable to
produce and still be fun and still be
Agatha Christie,” he said. “I wanted
to see if I could have all the fun at
half the expense.”
When he read “The Secret
Council” and met Tommy and
Tuppence, he knew his search was
over.
“It was exactly the kind of fun
core story that I was looking for,”
he said. “I will say that I’ve definitely taken some liberties with the
original story and adapted it for
modern audiences, modern sensibilities.”
One of the changes he made
was making Tuppence more of
Tommy’s equal than she is in the
novel.
“She’s a really fun character to
inhabit,” actress Melanie Keller
said. “She is such a fast thinker,
and I feel like she doesn’t get
knocked down by anything — or
if she does, she bounces back up
again. She’s always got the right
comeback. In my life, I don’t, but
she always does.”

Keller, who admitted she’s often
surprised at the end of whodunits,
said she thinks audiences might
struggle to figure this mystery out
before the final curtain falls.
“Agatha Christie wrote a very
complex story and I think David
has done a really good job of distilling the important threads. There
are a lot of threads to pull on,” she
said.
Rice said his favorite thing about
the show is its pacing.
“There is literally no stop in the
action,” he said. “The scenes blend
one to the other. The scene changes are integrated as part of the storytelling.
“It comes in at two hours, so it’s
a quick bit of entertainment and
audiences are having a blast. I
guess that’s what I like most — listening to the audiences have fun.”
Keller said the show is a blend
of style and substance, with some
of that substance generated by the
relationship she and actor Andrés
Enriquez create for their characters, Tuppence as Tommy.
“These two characters do have
a journey over the play, and when
they feel like they might lose each
other, they realize what their real
feelings are,” she said.
The last play Keller did before

this one was in Key West in April
2019. She said being before an
audience again is weird and awesome and returning to the stage is
kind of like riding a bike.
“Once we were on stage doing
the show, that part came right
back, but the schedule of rehearsing a play and the brain power it
takes is something I had definitely
forgotten and my body had sort of
forgotten,” she said.
Tickets for the show, which closes Feb. 27, have been selling well,
Rice said. And subscription sales
for the season are up 22 percent.
“I am very happy with the way
everything is going,” he said.
“Audiences made it very clear to
me that they feel safe at our place.
We are requiring vaccination proof.
We are requiring masks. Our cast
and staff are all vaccinated, boosted, masked — except when they
are on stage, of course.”
After months of sitting on the
couch watching Netflix, Keller said
she thinks people will enjoy being
engaged in a live production.
“It’s a really fun ride and there’s
a lot of ingenuity in the design and
the direction, and I think it’s the
kind of play that audiences enjoy
because they are piecing it together
as they go,” she said.
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ARTFULLY DONE
■ Photography
Wednesdays, Feb. 23-March
16
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St., Hinsdale
https://www.thecommunityhouse.org
(630) 323-7500
Learn to capture poignant
images through composition,
content and intention. Students
will gain an understanding of
the art of photography, studying famous photographers
and photographs in order
to take meaningful images
of their own. The class is for
ages 16 and up, and students
must bring their own cameras.
Hours: 7 to 9 p.m. Cost: $115.
RR, MD
■ Tiny Art Exhibit
Through Feb. 28
Clarendon Hills Public Library
7 N. Prospect Ave.
https://clarendonhillslibrary.
org
(630) 323.8188
This exhibit features landscapes, still life, animal portraits, decoupage and even
a 3-D piece — all created by
Clarendon Hills residents using
acrylic paints on a 4-by-4-inch
canvas.
■ 2022 Winter Exhibition
Through Feb. 28
Mayslake Peabody Estate
1717 W. 31st St., Oak Brook
https://www.dupageforest.org
(630) 206-9566
This juried show from the
Chicago Alliance of Visual
Artists features a variety of
media include drawing, painting, printmaking, mixed media,
collage, photography, fiber
art, sculpture and ceramics.
Visitors can experience the
grandeur of Mayslake Hall
while being immersed in artistic interpretations of the natural
world. Hours: noon to 3 p.m.
weekdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturdays.

CASTING CALL
■ ‘Disney’s Descendants: The
Musical’
Feb. 26
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
https://www.stagedoorfinearts.com
Young actors of all experience levels in second through
eighth are invited to audition for this Stage Door Fine
Arts production. Based on

the popular Disney Channel
Original movies, “Disney’s
Descendants: The Musical” is
a brand new musical comedy
featuring the beloved characters and hit songs from the
films. Auditionees can sign up
online for a one-hour time slot.
Time: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
■ ‘Bring It On: The Musical’
March 5
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
https://www.stagedoorfinearts.com
Young actors in high school
are invited to audition for this
Stage Door Fine Arts production. Bitingly relevant, sprinkled with sass and inspired
by the hit film, “Bring It On:
The Musical” is filled with the
complexities of friendship, jealousy, betrayal and forgiveness.
Auditionees can sign up online
for a one-hour time slot. Time:
4 to 7 p.m.

FAITH COMMUNITIES
■ Finding Hope in the Midst of
Loss
Feb. 18
Avenue Christian Church
5750 Holmes Ave, Clarendon
Hills
https://ticketpeak.co/kathrineeldridge
Local flutist Kathrine
Eldridge presents this music
and poetry recital, featuring
selected flute pieces preceded
by poetry readings. Images
from Eldridge’s art journal
will be also exhibited during
the recital, which explores the
losses she has felt during the
pandemic while also celebrating the joys that have kept her
going through the waiting and
the hardships. Time: 7 p.m.
Tickets: $10.
■ Women’s Life Bible Study
Thursdays starting March 3
The Village Church
4475 Wolf Road, Western
Springs
https://www.wsbc.info/womenslife
Women are invited to study
the book of Joshua and take
a detailed look at this Old
Testament book about God’s
unfailing promises to his people. This 10-week study will
use the book “Joshua: All God’s
Good Promises” by Kathleen
Nielsen and will include live
speakers followed by small
group discussion. Programs
provided for children through
kindergarten age. Time: 9 to 11

Page 18 • February 17, 2022 • The Hinsdalean

a.m. Cost: $15. RR

FAMILY FUN
■ Take Home S.T.E.A.M. Saturday
Feb. 19
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.
info
(630) 986-1976
Families this month will
explore art through fun and
creative activities as part of this
monthly program.
■ Winter Story and Stroll
Feb. 27
St. James Farm
2S541 Winfield Road,
Warrenville
https://www.dupageforest.org
(630) 933-7248
Kids ages 5-8 with an adult
can join a guided walk to look
for signs of wildlife, including
the tracks they leave behind.
Then warm up with a wintertime story in the indoor riding
arena. Time: 2 to 3 p.m. Cost:
$5. RR

FOR A CAUSE
■ Unleashed
Feb. 26
https://www.hinsdalehumanesociety.org
This Hinsdale Humane
Society virtual fundraiser will
offer furry friends and fun from
the comfort of participants’
sofas. The livestreamed VIP
happy hour includes music,
trivia, a puppy-cam and a gift
mailed to homes. The main
event will feature a live and
silent auction, a facility tour,
meetings with special two- and
four-legged guests, and stories
from alumni and staff. Times
6 to 6:45 p.m. for VIP happy
hour, 7 to 8 p.m. main event.
Cost: $50 for VIP happy hour;
free for main event. RR
■ Trivia Night
March 5
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St., Hinsdale
https://www.hinsdalehistory.
org
Get a team together and
take part in this sixth annual
Hinsdale Historical Society
fundraiser. There will also be a
50/50 raffle at the end; the winner need not be present. Beer
and wine are included for those
who buy a table; bring your
own snacks. Singles or small
groups interested in joining a
team should contact Denise
Marron at (773) 580-4736.
Time: 7:30 p.m. trivia starts.

Please turn to Page 24

Four Generations of
Our Family Caring for
Families Like Yours.
Since 1924.
Terrence M. Sullivan and Brian D. Sullivan
60 South Grant Street | Hinsdale, IL 60521 | 630.323-0275
www.sullivanfuneralhomehinsdale.com
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Because we all need a lot more laughter

March 4, 5 & 11, 12, 2022
at
The Community House
415 West Eighth Street, Hinsdale

www.thecommunityhouse.com/communityrevue22
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Seven daily stretches to improve body and mind
Daily stretches have many benefits.
Stretching can increase your flexibility to help prevent injuries and improve
mobility. It also increases blood flow
to your muscles, which often helps
improve back pain and posture.
In addition to improving your physical health, daily stretching is a great
tool to help reduce stress and calm the
mind.
Here are seven beneficial stretches
you can start practicing every day
• Kneeling hip flexor stretch
Benefits: If you have tight hip flexors from sitting too long at work or at
home, you will benefit immensely from
this stretch. It helps to relieve knee and
back pain.
How to: Begin kneeling on one leg
and have the other leg out front at a
90-degree angle. Place your hands on
your hips and while keeping your back
straight, move your hips forward until
you feel the stretch. Do this stretch on
both sides and hold for 30-45 seconds.
• Knee to chest stretch
Benefits: This is one of the most
beneficial stretches because it eases
back pain and helps improve range of
motion in your hips, knees and back.
If you have any mobility limitations,
make sure to perform this exercise
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Benefits: Tight hamstrings
either on your bed or table.
cause bad posture. Bad
How to: Lay on the ground
posture can cause back and
or table with both legs
shoulder problems. If you
straight. Bring one knee into
have a lot of lower back
your hands and gently let
problems, do this stretch
your arms pull your knee
every day.
toward your chest. Hold for
How to: Lie on the floor
20- 30 seconds and relax.
or a table on your back with
Repeat on the other leg.
both legs straight out. Grab
• 90/90 Stretch
a towel or a strap and put it
Benefits: Anyone can
Brooke Paulson around the middle of one
benefit from this stretch that
Healthbeat
foot. Slowly pull on the strap
helps with tight hips and
to move your leg toward your
backs. Make sure to keep
your back straight as you lean forward. chest while keeping your foot parallel
to the ceiling. Hold the stretch for 20-30
How to: Sit on the floor and bend
seconds. Repeat on the other leg.
one leg in front of your body with your
• Wall calf stretch
hip rotated out. Position it so that your
Benefits: Anyone who has experilower leg and knee are resting on the
ground. Your leg should perform a
enced plantar fasciitis, Achilles ten90-degree angle. Position your other
dinitis or tight calves can gain more
leg beside you with your hip rotated
flexibility and better balance with this
inward and your shin and ankle on the stretch.
ground.
How to: Find a wall and stand a few
Bend your knee so that it forms
inches away. Put the toes of your one
a 90-degree angle. Your back knee
foot against the wall, keeping your heel
should be in line with your hip, and
on the ground. Flex your foot and hold
your ankle should be neutral. Try to
about 20-30 seconds. Repeat on the
keep your back straight and resist the
other side.
urge to bend to one side. Hold this
• Child’s pose
stretch for up to one minute.
Benefits: Not only does this mind
• Supine hamstring stretch
and body stretch help with back, thigh

and hip tension, but it also helps with
blood circulation. This helps to calm
your mind and reduce anxiety.
How to: In this pose, kneel and sit
on your knees. Lean forward, keeping
your butt on your heels and rest your
forearms on the floor.
• Cat-cow pose
Benefits: The cat-cow pose can
diminish the adverse effects of sitting all day and help relieve lower
back pain. It increases flexibility of
your neck, shoulders, and spine and
improves focus and coordination.
How to: Kneel on the floor and put
your hands on the floor in front of you.
Keep your hands shoulder-width apart
and your knees below your hips. Inhale
deeply while curving your lower back
and bringing your head up, tilting your
pelvis like a “cow.” Exhale deeply and
bring your abdomen in, arching your
spine and bringing your head and pelvis down like a “cat.” Repeat several
times.
Need help with your exercise routine? A fitness specialist can help you
develop a fitness program that works
for you.
— Brooke Paulson is a ACE certified
physical trainer at Edward-Elmhurst
Health & Fitness.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

S LET’S LISTEN S
In any community, when emotions run high, it is hard to hear what others are saying. Recently, emotions have been
running high at District 86 Board meetings. When emotions run high, the natural response is to act, to move, to change.
Sometimes we need to take time to listen.
If we listen, we can hear that neighbors are concerned that our community has been cast as unwelcoming. If we listen, we
can hear concern about the need for and price tag of financing diversity training for our high school educators by outside
consultants.
We hear our teachers asking for continued cultural professional development and instructional support in their Hinsdale
High School Teachers Association statement: “We embrace the process of change through growth. Meaningful professional
development in cultural equity gives us the right tools to continue putting our students at the forefront of instruction and keeps
the district moving in a direction that thoughtfully includes and recognizes all students.”
Students have shared their experiences. These personal experiences indicate that we have more listening to do. The cost is
too high if we don’t truly hear our students. We can’t afford to have students disrespect each other. We can’t afford to not
expose students to different perspectives or learn from one another.
We also listen at a larger level and acknowledge that we want our community to remain valued and attractive to new
neighbors. The quality of our education has always drawn people to our schools. Diversity training in the workplace is now
expected and common practice. It is essential also for the teachers of our future leaders.
Most importantly, we must listen to each other in our shared desire to continue to make this community a welcoming and
inclusive community for all of us.
We ask for respectful engagement and a spirit of partnership with one another, with…and from...any groups, experts or
advisers who help us along the way, as we find an appropriate channel to meet these aims.
We support the continued effort of diversity training for our teachers and for our community.
Mary and Dirk Landis
Patricia Quast
Harriet Budniak
Sharon C. Olsen
Diane Kurtz
Matthew R. Halpin, Sr.
Susan Blumberg-Kason
Anna Kuhn Glowiak and
Rev. Grant Glowiak
The Faase Family
Diane O’Connor
Laurie McMahon
Mary Sue and Jim Honigschmidt
Joanna Williams
ML Fyrwald
Desiree Tucker-Sorini
Pat Madej
Michael Rivera and
Sarah Foreman Rivera
Leslie M. Savickas
Carol A. Stram
Julie Renehan
Bret Conway
Allan and Linda Burke
Dawn Feller
Penny and Steve Davey
Carla and Leonard Feinkind
Nadine and Dan Woodle
Susan Harris
Trayce and Tony Biancalana
Vicky and Chuck Bush-Joseph
Elaine Chen Gilman
Christine Dannhausen-Brun
Barb Keller
Alyson Chatterjee
Mai Tuyet Pho
Kathy Adelmann and
Andy Blankenburg

Meeta Jain Patel, MD
The Musabji Family
Julie, Chris, Madeleine and
Chelsea Boruff
Michele and Grace Schubkegel
Brenda Head
Uma Levy, MD
Toukourou Family
Liz Speziale
Madhav Rao
Gale and Steve Smith
The Charles Family
Cara Hurley, PhD
Julie Smith
Kristen and Chris Meyers
Kristen Lukezich Ritter
Vicky Hurst
Sarah Jakobsen
Robert and Martha Lichter
Jim and Helena Fellows
Andrea Sidorow
Andrea Flynn
Michele A. Irwin
Umang Patel and
Susan Danial
Juli Melton
Chris and Carissa Kapcar
John Kapcar
Kristin McDaniel and Family
Mary Ann Richards Patterson
Jason and Maria Ziemer
Janet Petty Lauerman, MD, MPH
Mary and Tom Ryan
Laurel Carlson
Ân and Brett L.L. Groom
Jasmine Groom
Maia Groom
Meg Reed Moran

Leslie Besecke
Paul Pedersen
Laura Schlenker
Glenn Steigbigel and
Rachel Cuadros
Dr. Noah Levy
The Patel Family
Tom and Judy Casten
Amy Pedersen
Andy and Marie Strimaitis
Michael Green and
Courtney Barth-Green
Andy and Penny Johnson
Amy Hashimoto
Mindy and Chris Heintskill
Sudha K. Yalamanchi
Pam Thinnes
The Attlan Family
Ann Reiland
Jennifer Zordani
Liz Sant
Sara Anschuetz, MD
Claudine Altenbern Roberts
Scott McDonald
Lucy and Elliot Tarabour
Julie Zordani
Kelley Gibson
Jean Carey
Andrea Moen
Vandana Bahl
Carol Park
Yun Park Kipnis
Ralph Mueller
Frank Feng
Judy Sun and John Yarzagaray
Dave Northey
Peter Meyers and Nancy Lai
Dan Entsminger

Judy and Dave Haufe
Bryan Unke
Katie Jefferson Gross
Jolene Crittenden
Johanna Delaney
Tom and Vera Shively
Alyssa Guido
Patricia Deckert
Julia Sant
Julie Moser
Andrew, Julie and Elizabeth Grieve
Jill Fenton
David Atlas
Ericka Polanco-Webb
Sally Arif
Dr. Jalees and Nabeela Rehman
Zain Bengali
Ginger Kroll
Jane Szot
Abby Lombardi
Carl and Mary Lukach
Dawn and Pete Lantero
Kris and Don West
Sheetal Khedkar Rao
The Muñoz Family
Joan Olson
TJ Edwards
Rev. Beth Freese Dammers
Rob and Julie Saunders
Sally and Jim Porter
The Martin Family
Jay Hines-Shah
Marian Honel-Wilson
Alan Alexander
Sara Herman

Paid for by members of the wider D86 community; Penny Davey, Carissa Kapcar and Laurie McMahon, Coordinators
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THE DOMINO EFFECT
PRIVATE OFFERING

W O R K I N G H A R D E R for you
Interview Me

NEW TO MARKET

545 E WALNUT STREET, HINSDALE | $1,199,900

HOT SELLERS MARKET

call Larysa to customize your selling strategy
PRIVATE OFFERING

315 JUSTINA STREET, HINSDALE | $975,000

SOLD

Soaring 10 ft cielngs and recently renovated.

FASTEST
GROWING
AGENT
IN HINSDALE
427 N MADISON STREET, HINSDALE | $849,000

Real Estate Broker,
MBA, CPA

#2 TEAM
IN HINSDALE
2021

+

#1
HINSDALE
BROKERAGE +++

IN UNITS SOLD ++

9 RIDGE FARM ROAD , BURR RIDGE | $1,299,900

630.561.8331
larysadomino@atproperties.com

Follow Me:

LARYSA DOMINO

@larysadominorealtor
thedominoeffect.realtor

· M.B.A.

· B.A.

30 S Lincoln Street, Hinsdale, IL 60521

MRED Source: +2021, units sold, cross-property residential, HInsdale. ++Source: BrokerMetrics MRED 12ME12.7.21, Cross Property, Hinsdale, minimum of 4 transactions. +++total market shares in Hinsdale 1/1/2020-12/31/2020.
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PULSE
Continued from Page 18
Tickets: $25, $100 for five, $400
for 10-person table by Feb. 14,
then $450.
■ ‘Hinsdale Unmasked’
March 4-5 & 11-12
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St., Hinsdale
(630) 323-7500
https://www.thecommunityhouse.org
The 2022 version of The
Community Revue gives
Hinsdaleans a chance to laugh
at themselves as friends and
neighbors poke fun at the
town through song and dance.
Tickets, which benefit The
Community House’s mission,
include an open bar, hors
d’oeuvres and dessert. Time:
6:45 p.m. Tickets: $125.

GAME ON
■ Indoor Beginning Golf
Wednesdays, Feb. 23-March
23
Madison School
611 S. Madison St., Hinsdale
https://www.villageofhinsdale.
org/pr

IN

S

W

■ Indoor Soccer/Speed and
Agility Training
Wednesdays, Feb. 23-March
23
Madison School
611 S. Madison St., Hinsdale
https://www.villageofhinsdale.
org/pr
(630) 789-7090
Kids ages 8-10 can join this
non-competitive skill development program to learn the
basic soccer skills of dribbling,
passing, shooting, goaltending
and positions. The speed and
agility training session is built
to make participants faster,
stronger and more agile athletes. Games will be played at
the end of each class. Time:
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Cost: $48. RR

GREAT OUTDOORS
■ Guided conifers tour

Feb. 18
KLM Park
5901 S. County Line Road,
Hinsdale
https://www.villageofhinsdale.
org/pr
(630) 789-7090
Relax and enjoy the great
outdoors during this free guided nature and tree tour with
Hinsdale’s parks and forestry
staff. Learn about seasonal natural happenings in local parks
and green spaces. Participants
should wear comfortable
shoes. Time: 2:30 to 3:15 p.m.
RR
■ Birkie Week
Feb. 19-Feb. 27
Sagawau Environmental
Learning Center
12545 W. 111th St., Lemont
https://www.fpdcc.com
(630) 257-2045
Ski with wood skis, wool
knickers and bamboo poles
or dress like a Viking to win a
prize. Test your knowledge of
the Birkebeiner Ski Race by
answering a daily trivia question. The week will culminate
at 9 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 26 on
Birkie Race Day, when people

are invited to watch live the
American Birkebeiner, the largest Nordic ski race in the U.S.,
and visit exhibits. Activities are
contingent on weather conditions.

knowledgeable daylily judges,
award-winning photographers
and hybridizers of registered
daylilies. Time: 2 to 5 p.m.

■ Woodpecker Walk
Feb. 27
Little Red Schoolhouse
Nature Center
9800 Willow Springs Road,
Willow Springs
https://www.fpdcc.com
(708) 839-6897
Learn about Illinois woodpeckers and look for sights and
sounds of these hard-headed
friends on a relaxing morning
walk. Time: 9 a.m. RR

■ What I Learned from Talking to
People of Color About Cancer
Feb. 24
https://www.wellnesshouse.
org
(630) 323-5150
Jodi-Ann Burey, creator and
host of the Black Cancer podcast, cancer survivor and TEDx
speaker, will talk about being
at the intersections of race,
culture and health equity on a
mission to disrupt “business as
usual” to achieve social change.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m. RR

GREEN THUMB
■ Chicagoland Daylily Society
March 6
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St., Hinsdale
http://www.chicagolanddaylilysociety.org
All are invited to this first
society meeting of 2022 to
get acquainted and bring
questions to the roundtable presentations offered by

HEALTH & WELLNESS

JUST FOR KIDS
■ Urban Air Adventure Park
Feb. 21
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St., Hinsdale
https://www.thecommunityhouse.org
(630) 323-7500

Please turn to Page 26

S DA L E

ESTABLISHED 1959
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(630) 789-7090
Kids ages 5-7 will use easyto-handle equipment to learn
the basics of the complete
swing, putting and chipping
in a safe and stress-free atmosphere. Time: 5:30 to 6:20 p.m.
Cost: $48. RR

Small practice squads with
a low coach-to-swimmer
ratio make a difference.
Our coaches provide more
individualized attention
at every practice and meet,
which is the catalyst for our
swimmers to reach their
greatest potential.

REGISTER FOR TRYOUTS ON OUR WEBSITE:

www.theHinsdaleSwimClub.com
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■ Little Veterinarian School Dog
1
Feb. 21
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St., Hinsdale
https://www.thecommunityhouse.org
(630) 323-7500
Kids ages 6-12 will wear
white coats and become little
veterinarians, learning how to
assess the health of a pet dog
through role play and handson activities. Topics include
animal nutrition, how to care
for stitches, immunizations,
how to check for ticks and the
many veterinary professions
available. Each child goes
home with an adopted plush
pup. Please bring a sack lunch.
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Cost:
$190. RR. MD
■ Presidents’ Day Scavenger
Hunt
Feb. 21
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.
info
(630) 986-1976
Stop by the library and
find the “visiting” presidents.
Find them all and win a prize.
Hours: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
■ Unicorn Princess Glam
March 2
Westmont Community Center
75 Richmond St.
https://www.villageohinsdale.
org/pr
(630) 789-7090
Ages 3-9 are invited to join
Glitzy Girls for a princess makeover — complete with crown —
and nail polish application with
unicorn nail stickers. Design a
unique craft with unicorn and
princess touches and a beaded
bracelet with princess/unicorn
dangle. A cute fashion show
complete with props ends the
night and parents can come
back for photos. Time: 6 to 7:15
p.m. Cost: $30. RR

LISTEN & LEARN

■ Helping the Pandemic
Generation Thrive
March 8
https://www.nazarethacademy.com
Dr. Michele Borba will lead
this virtual program as part of
Nazareth Academy’s Parent
Speaker Series, which is open
to everyone. Register at the
website listed above under the
Student/Parent tab. Time: 7
p.m. RR

NOTEWORTHY
■ John McCutcheon
Feb. 19
Unitarian Church of Hinsdale
11 W. Maple St.
https://www.acousticren.com
(630) 941-7797
John McCutcheon is one of
the country’s most respected
and loved folksingers and a
master of a dozen different
traditional instruments, most
notably the hammered dulcimer. His 30 recordings have
garnered seven Grammy nominations. This performance is
part of the 2021-22 Acoustic
Renaissance Concert season.
Shows are available in person
or via livestream; the livestream
option can be viewed up to two
weeks after the performance.
Time: 7 p.m. Tickets: $20.
■ A Night at the Movies
Feb. 19 & 20
McAninch Arts Center
College of DuPage
425 Fawell Blvd., Glen Ellyn
https://www.atthemac.org
(630) 942-4000
Maestro Kirk Muspratt will
lead the New Philharmonic
in performing favorites from
award-winning films, including “Gone with the Wind,”
“Band of Brothers,” “Beauty
and the Beast,” “Midway,”
“Independence Day” and
“Jurassic Park.” Post-show
MAC Chats are scheduled for
both performances. An online
streaming option is also available. Times: 7:30 Feb. 19, 3
p.m. Feb. 20. Tickets: $53, $51
for seniors; $53 for one-time
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streaming.
■ Elmhurst Jazz Festival
Feb. 24-27
Elmhurst University
190 Prospect Ave.
https://www.elmhurst.edu
This 55th annual festival
kicks off with the high school
invitational and performances by featured artists Wayne
Bergeron, Denis DiBlasio
and Steve Wiest playing with
the Elmhurst University Jazz
Band. Other acts during the
festival include John Beasley’s
MONK’estra, the Vanguard
Jazz Orchestra and bands from
Harper College, Roosevelt
University, Michigan State and
Purdue universities. Bergeron,
DiBlasio and Wiest will hold
a free clinic and masterclass
on Feb. 26. Visit https://www.
elmhurst.edu/about/special-events/jazz-festival for a
full schedule and ticket pricing.
■ The BoDeans
March 4
McAninch Arts Center
College of DuPage
425 Fawell Blvd., Glen Ellyn
https://www.atthemac.org
(630) 942-4000
Get ready to sing along
to chart-topping songs like
“Closer to Free,” “Fadeaway,”
“Only Love” and “Dreams,”
which have solidified their
place as one of the best live acts
in the business. Experience
their uncompromising artistry
up-close and personal at the
MAC’s first-class facility. Time:
7:30 p.m. Tickets: $60-$80.

Mark
Wanless
Mark
PPPWanless
Mark
Wanless
Financial
Advisor
Financial
Advisor
Financial
Advisor

IRT-1848F-A
IRT-1848F-A

Kids in kindergarten through
eighth grade can spend their
day off school at this Naperville
trampoline park, which also
features bumper cars, a sky
rider coaster, climbing walls
and more. Participants need a
sack lunch. Extended hours are
available from 3:30 to 6 p.m. for
an additional $30. Time: 7:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Cost: $75. RR,
MD

■ Virtual: Wellness Tech
Feb. 24
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.
info
(630) 986-1976
Join this Hinsdale Public
Library virtual program to
learn practical ways in which
technology can help to relieve
stress, improve sleep and clear
the mind. Time: 7 to 8:15 p.m.
RR

IRT-1848F-A

Continued from Page 24

104 West Chestnut
104
WestChestnut
Chestnut
104
West
Hinsdale,
IL 60521
Hinsdale,
60521
Hinsdale,
ILIL60521
630-887-8684

edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com
Member SIPC
Member
MemberSIPC
SIPC

630-887-8684
630-887-8684

EST. 2003

IN PERSON
CLASSES
ARE BACK!

ON SCREEN
■ ‘Eeb, Allay, Ooo!’
Feb. 23
McAninch Arts Center
College of DuPage
425 Fawell Blvd., Glen Ellyn
https://www.atthemac.org
(630) 942-4000
In this Indian drama/comedy, Anjani, a young migrant,
has a new, yet unusual job
with the New Delhi government: monkey repeller. But he
is ill-suited for his new job as
he is terrified of monkeys and
can’t effectively make the three
sounds used to scare away the
sneaky pests. The film is in
Hindi with English subtitles.
Times: 1:30 and 7:30 p.m.

ON STAGE
■ ‘Now & Then’
Thursdays to Sundays, Feb.

Please turn to Page 28

• Illinois’ premier private driving school for over 18 years!
• Our students develop knowledge and skills necessary for
a lifetime of safe, intelligent driving.
• We are approved to conduct the Secretary of State
”Road Test”. Avoid the stress of the DMV driving exam!
Convenient, safe and no need to wait in line.

800-374-8373

www.topdriver.com

1 Grant Square, Hinsdale
810 Hillgrove Ave., Western Springs

We Teach Driver Intelligence™

“Hinsdale is a
dangerous place.”
- Tammy Prentiss
D86 Superintendent

This trend started way before Covid.

Prentiss = Declining Test Scores & Property Values

E-MAIL TO BOE @ HINSDALE86.ORG

y
m
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F
Who is delivering D86 the truth ?
This ad is proudly sponsored by Awake Illinois. Visit www.https://www.awakeil.com/ for more information.
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17-27
Theatre of Western Springs
4384 Hampton Ave.
https://theatreofwesternsprings.com
(708) 246-4043
This heartfelt romantic
comedy is about the costs of
the choices we make and the
people who make them with
us. Post-show talkbacks will be
held following the Feb. 18 and
25 performances. Times: 8 p.m.
Thursdays and Fridays, 2:30
and 8 p.m. Saturdays, 2:30 p.m.
Sundays. Tickets: $23-$25, $15
for students.
n ‘The Dining Room’
Thursdays to Sundays, Feb.
24-Mar. 13
McAninch Arts Center
College of DuPage
425 Fawell Blvd., Glen Ellyn
https://www.atthemac.org
(630) 942-4000
Covering seven decades
of upper middle class WASP
family life, this slice-of-life
play shares vignettes with a
range of compassionate humor
and abundant humanity,
demonstrating that change is
inevitable. A pre-show chat
with the director and designers
will be held at 6:45 p.m. Feb.
24; a post-show chat with the
director and actors will be held
on March 4. The play contains
adult themes and language.
Times: 8 p.m. Thursdays to
Saturdays, 3 p.m. Sundays.
Tickets: $16, $14 for students
and seniors.
n ‘Agatha Christie’s The Secret
Council’
Through Feb. 27
Mayslake Hall
1717 W. 31st St., Oak Brook
https://www.firstfolio.org
(630) 986-8067
In the wake of the Great
War, England is under attack
from a Secret Council of its
enemies, who are plotting to
undermine and subvert one of
the bastions of freedom. Can
Tommy and Tuppence, Agatha
Christi’s most dashing and
romantic sleuths, thread the
maze of mysteries and murders
to save the country from the
Bolsheviks? Jan. 27-28 are preview shows. Time: see website
for full schedule. Tickets: $49$59, $44-$54 for seniors, $20 for
students (22 and younger), $29
for preview shows.
n ‘Evita’
Through March 20
Drury Lane Theatre

100 Drury Lane, Oakbrook
Terrace
https://www.drurylanetheatre.
com
(630) 530-0111
This Tony Award-winning
musical tells the story Eva
Perón’s rags-to-riches life as
she goes from poor provincial
child to First Lady of Argentina.
A champion of the working-class descamisados, she
uses popularity and politics to
serve her people — and herself.
Dining and show packages are
available at an additional cost.
Times: 1:30 p.m. Wednesdays,
1:30 and 8 p.m. Thursdays,
8 p.m. Fridays, 3 and 8 p.m.
Saturdays; 2 and 6 p.m.
Sundays. Tickets: $59-$74.

THE KIDSDALEAN
dalean
Hins
The

HEY KIDS!

SIGN UP NOW
n Virtual Spanish for Adults
Tuesdays, Feb. 22-March 29
https://www.villageofhinsdale.
org/pr
Stay connected and learn
Spanish from the safety and
comfort of home in this interactive Zoom class teaching
conversational Spanish taught
live by a Language in Action
Inc. instructor. The class will
be tailored to the needs of the
students enrolled. The class is
also offered from 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesdays, Feb. 23-March
30. Time: 10 to 11 a.m. Cost:
$72. RR
n Not Your Mother’s Line
Dancing
Thursdays, Feb. 24-April 7
Darien Park District
7301 Fairview Ave.
https://www.villageofhinsdale.
org/pr
(630) 789-7090
Learn to line dance to
country, pop, rock, oldies and
current hits using a pattern of
steps that repeats throughout
a song. Time: 6:15 to 7:30 p.m.
Cost: $50. RR
n Great Decisions
Feb. 24
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.
info
This Hinsdale Public Library
group will meet virtually to
discuss world affairs. The
February topic is outer space.
Related books will be available
at the library to check out.
Email Rick Blackwell at rblackwell@punshui.com for more
information. Time: 7 to 8:15
p.m.
n Buddy’s Place
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A little bit
of fun for
our younger
readers

Page through
The Hinsdalean to find answers
to this week’s questions.
Fill out the form attached
and return. You may copy the
form for siblings. Winners will
be picked from correct
entries received weekly.
No cash value.

THIS WEE
K’S
WINNER

of a Kid’s
Pizza Kit
fro m Altam
ura Pizza
is:

LINDSEY
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news.
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5. Name on
Name:

Birthday:

Send in your birthday
and you may be listed
in our Page 4 greeting.

/

/

Address:
Answers:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Mail answers to The Kidsdalean - 7 W. First St., Hinsdale, IL 60521
or take a photo of answers and email to tinaw@thehinsdalean.com

#1

BROKER IN HINSDALE *

JUST LISTED
732 W NORTH STREET, HINSDALE | 5 BEDROOMS | 5.1 BATHROOMS | $2,100,000
Phenomenal offering in the Monroe neighborhood. Here’s a home so clean you’ll wonder if anyone lives
there. It’s family-sized in the best possible ways. Five second-floor bedroom suites. Updated kitchen
(2019) with double SubZero, the largest Wolf oven you’ve seen and the coolest glass countertop
imaginable. New bathroom (2019) in the owner’s suite. Expansive mud room/laundry room combination.
Finished WALKOUT lower level. Four-car heated/attached garage. Super private 95 x 200 interior lot.

FOR THE MOST EXPERT REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE OF YOUR LIFE, CONTACT BRYAN BOMBA.
Bryan Bomba & Bryan Bomba Group are synonymous. *Source: MRED, Closed Sales Volume in Hinsdale 2021.

630.286.9242 | bryan@bryanbomba.com | BryanBomba.com

WHYHIREUS.COM
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Tuesdays March 22-May 17
https://www.pillarscommunityhealth.org
(708) 745-5277
This eight-week session, part
of Pillars Community Health,
is a family-based bereavement
support group that provides
support and grief education.
Children are in groups with
similar aged peers, and the
adults gather together to learn
how to support the children.
The meeting location will be
included with registration
confirmation. The registration
deadline is March 11. Time:
6:15 to 7:30 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS
■ Princess Diana Exhibit
Through Feb. 27
Oakbrook Center
19 Oakbrook Center, Oak
Brook
https://princessdianaexhibit.
com/chicago
(630) 686-3444
Enter a stunning visual
journey paired with exclusive,
never-heard-before stories that
trace Diana’s emotional path
as she modernizes motherhood, revolutionizes fashion
and shows the world how to be
human. Time slots are available every 15 minutes, and the
exhibit takes 60-90 minutes
to complete. Closed Mondays
and Tuesdays. Hours: 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Tickets: $25 and up.

STEPPING BACK
■ The St. Valentines Day
Massacre
Feb. 24
https://www.cantigny.org
On Feb. 14, 1929, seven
members of Chicago’s George
“Bugs” Moran North Side gang
were gunned down inside a
nondescript garage at 2122 N.
Clark St., stunning the citizenry
of Chicago and the nation. Join
this virtual program with Geoff
Schumacher, vice president of
exhibits and programs at The
Mob Museum in Las Vegas, as
he outlines the events that led
to the massacre, explains what
happened on that fateful day
and examines the aftermath of
this deadly episode in Chicago
history. Time: 7 to 8 p.m. RR
■ Anniversary of Pearl Harbor
Exhibit
Through May 31
Hinsdale History Museum
15 S Clay St.
https://www.hinsdalehistory.

org
(630) 789-2600
Visit the museum to check
out this exhibit of memorabilia
and images from the horrific
attack that launched the U.S.
into World War II. Hours: 10
a.m. to noon Saturdays or by
appointment.
■ People of the Prairie: 12,000
years in DuPage County
Through June 5
Elmhurst History Museum
120 E. Park Ave.
http://www.elmhursthistory.
org
(630) 833-1457
Gain a deeper understanding of the native people who
lived in the area through an
archaeological lens and learn
about how they survived and
interacted with their neighbors.
Featured displays include a
timeline comparing tribes from
different archaeological eras,
a digital map depicting the
displacement of Native people
in the 18th and 19th centuries,
and artifacts from archaeological sites in northeastern Illinois
including tools, arrowheads,
pottery and more. Hours: 1 to
5 p.m. Sundays, Tuesdays and
Fridays and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturdays.

Is it time for a mortgage checkup?
There’s no better time than the present to evaluate your situation, consider your
options and determine whether refinancing could result in a lower monthly
payment. Contact me today to find out!

Dan Gjeldum, SVP of Mortgage Lending
O: (773) 435-0654 | C: (312) 543-9692 | Rate.com/Dan | Dan@rate.com
14 W Hinsdale Ave., Unit A1, Hinsdale, IL 60521
Savings, if any, vary based on consumer’s credit profile, interest rate availability, and other factors. Applicant subject to credit and underwriting approval. Not all
applicants will be approved for financing. Receipt of application does not represent an approval for financing or interest rate guarantee. Restrictions may apply, contact
Guaranteed Rate for current rates and for more information.
NMLS #686529; IL - 031.0031282 | Guaranteed Rate, Inc.; NMLS #2611; For licensing information visit nmlsconsumeraccess.org.

WEE ONES
■ Kid Rock II
Tuesdays, Feb. 22-March 22
Clarendon Hills Community
Center
315 Chicago Ave.
https://www.villageofhinsdale.
org/pr
(630) 789-7090
Kids ages 3-5 will learn
together while engaging in fun,
creative, music-based activities,
using rhythm instruments and
movement props. Activities are
age appropriate and include
songs and rhymes, rhythm and
coordination and the development of fine and gross motor,
imagination and sensory and
listening skills. Time: 11 to
11:40 a.m. Cost: $51. RR
■ Pee Wee Sports and Fitness
with Parent
Wednesdays, Feb. 23-March
23
Madison School
611 S. Madison St., Hinsdale
https://www.villageofhinsdale.
org/pr
(630) 789-7090
Kids ages 3-4 will be introduced to different sports
through fun fitness activities
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SAVINA ANGILERI

FRANK ANGILERI

SAVINA.ANGILERI@CBEXCHANGE.COM
FRANK.ANGILERI@CBEXCHANGE.COM

(630) 975-3923
WWW.ANGILERIGROUP.COM
AFFILIATED REAL ESTATE AGENTS ARE INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR SALES ASSOCIATES, NOT EMPLOYEES. ©2021 COLDWELL BANKER. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. COLDWELL BANKER AND THE
COLDWELL BANKER LOGOS ARE TRADEMARKS OF COLDWELL BANKER REAL ESTATE LLC. THE COLDWELL BANKER ® SYSTEM IS COMPRISED OF COMPANY OWNED OFFICES WHICH ARE OWNED BY A
SUBSIDIARY OF REALOGY BROKERAGE GROUP LLC AND FRANCHISED OFFICES WHICH ARE INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED. THE COLDWELL BANKER SYSTEM FULLY SUPPORTS THE
PRINCIPLES OF THE FAIR HOUSING ACT AND THE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ACT.

welcome
we are proud to

geri mccafferty to the hinsdale office
GERI MCCAFFERTY
708-431-6635

//

gerimccafferty@atproperties.com

30 S Lincoln Street Hinsdale, IL
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Pet pic of the week
Ed is a black and white
cat who is ready to
meet his new family. He would do well
with kids of any age.
He’s a super snuggly
and sweet 3-year-old
whose adoption fee
is $75. The Hinsdale
Humane Society Tuthill
Family Pet Rescue &
Resource Center has
re-opened to the public. Hours are noon to
6 p.m. Thursdays and
Fridays, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturdays and
Sundays and 1 to 8
p.m.
Wednesdays.
Capacity will be limited to about 20 visitors.
Interested adopters
are encouraged to fill
out an online application at https://www.
hinsdalehumanesociety.org before arriving.
Call (630) 323-5630
for more information.
(photo provided)

!

to help build self-confidence,
gross motor skills and overall
coordination. Fun games will
be played at the end of each
class. Parent participation is
welcome. Time: 4:30 to 5:15
p.m. Cost: $48. RR
■ Pee Wee Floor Hockey
Fridays, Feb. 25-April 8
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St., Hinsdale
https://www.villageofhinsdale.
org/pr
(630) 789-7090
Kids ages 4-6 will learn the
game of hockey before the
skates go on through drills for
stick handling, passing, shooting and goalie skills as well
as team drills. They’ll enjoy
learning the fundamentals and
mechanics of the game. Time:
1:15 to 2 p.m. Cost: $63. RR

Home

■ Adult and Tot Soccer
Fridays, Feb. 25-April 8
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St., Hinsdale
https://www.villageofhinsdale.
org/pr
(630) 789-7090
Parents can help their tod-

&

dler age 2-3 learn the skills,
moves and joy of soccer, with
an emphasis on the basic skills
like dribbling, passing and
shooting as well as developing
motor skills, coordination,
balance, listening and social
skills. A labeled face covering
and water bottle are required.
Time: 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. Cost:
$63. RR
■ Soccer/T-Ball Combo
Mondays, Feb. 28-March 21
Madison School
611 S. Madison St., Hinsdale
https://www.villageofhinsdale.
org/pr
(630) 789-7090
This class for ages 3-4 will
provide an introduction to
soccer and T-ball, socialization,
teamwork, following directions
and key motor skills. Having
fun will be the focus in this
noncompetitive environment.
The first three weeks will cover
soccer; the second three, T-ball.
Parent participation welcome.
Time: 4:30 to 5:20 p.m. Cost:
$48. RR
Key
RR - registration required
MD - member discount

Garden Show

OAK BROOK - DRURY LANE

Feb. 19 th & 20 th v Sat. & Sun. 10am - 5pm

See the Latest Products & Services & Speak With Experts Who Will Help You
Remodel, Repair & Refresh Your Home. All With ONE Visit!

Loads of speciaL features, exhibits & dispLays!
v Kitchen & Bath Remodeling!
v Tesla Power Wall & Solar Systems!
v Windows, Doors & Siding!
v R oofing & Gutter Protection!
v Flooring, Painting & Decor!
v Swimming Pools! Hot Tubs! Saunas!
v Landscaping, Decks & Patios!
v Adustable Beds! Cooking Demos!
1,000’s of Great Ideas to Help You Love Where You Live!
Drury Lane Theater & Event Ctr.

100 Drury Ln., Oakbrook Terrace - Just N. of Oakbrook Shopping Ctr.

Feb. 19 th & 20 th v Sat. & Sun. 10am - 5pm

www.OakBrookHomeShow .com
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CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
The Hinsdalean
7 West First Street,
Hinsdale, IL

(630) 323-4422
Fax: (630) 323-4220

Hours & Deadlines
Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Classified deadline:
Tuesday 4 p.m. for
Thursday’s publication

So you think you’re a real Hinsdalean, eh? Tell us where you think this picture was taken and you can win a Fuller’s
Ultimate Car Wash gift card. Send your answer to: The Hinsdalean, Village Posting Board, 7 West First St., Hinsdale,
IL 60521. Winners will be drawn from correct answers received weekly. Good luck!

Cabinetry

HASSLE-FREE,
ALL-WOOD
KITCHEN
CABINETS
IN CHICAGO

GET STARTED ON
YOUR DREAM
KITCHEN AND
CONTACT US!
943 N. CROSBY ST.
CHICAGO, IL. 60610
773.644.5887
PREMIUMCABINETS.COM

Cleaning Service

Email:
tinaw@thehinsdalean.com

Flooring

Superior Cleaning 4-u
Call immediately for BeSt $$
We offer Complex Cleaning of

BuffandCoatNow.com

• HouSeS • apartmentS • offiCeS

Call 708-289-7141

Cleaning Service

Contractor

Garage Doors

JANE’S GANG

BIG DOG CONTRACTORS INC.

Serving Hinsdale for 75 Years

Honest, Hard-Working Home Helpers!
Serving Hinsdaleans for 32 years
Cleaning, Laundry, Ironing, More!
Seasonal Cleaning, Moves, Etc!

CALL JANE
630-327-6154
Cleaning Service

KRYSTAL KEY SERVICES

Move-In • Move-Out Cleaning
Homes • Offices • Commercial
Since 1989 ~ Insured & Bonded

For free estimates call 630-833-1770

Basement Waterproofing, Drain Tile,
Foundation Cracks, Sump Pumps,
Full Inside & Outside Waterproofing
Lifetime Warranty

Service & inStallation

708-652-9405

FREE ESTIMATES

Complete Demolition of Homes, Buildings,
In-ground Pools & Inside Demolition
Commercial • Residential

cuStom DeSigneD garage DoorS

Free Estimates 708.315.0048

www.forestdoor.com

Electrical Service

Painting & Decorating

A & A Electric

Over 30 Years Experience

LET AN AMERICAN VET DO YOUR WORK!
Low Rates • Free Estimates • Free Home Evaluation
Residential • Commercial • Industrial • Small Jobs too!
• Home Rewiring • All Types Electrical Work
• Additional Plugs / Switches • Ceiling Fans
• Install Plugs for Battery Operated Vehicles
• Install Back-Up Generators & Surge Protectors
• Can Lighting & Outdoor Lighting • New AC & Garage Lines
• New 100 & 200 Amp Service • New Circuit Breaker Boxes
• Senior Citizen Discount • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

We Work in Hinsdale and surrounding suburbs

708-409-0988 office • 708-738-3848 cell

DUPAGE DECORATING
Painting, Wallpaper,
Drywall & Plaster Repairs
Serving Hinsdale since 1979

CALL RANDY
630-776-1160 cell • 630-810-0127
Darien, IL.
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Painting & Decorating

KASAL PAINTING

•Painting & Decorating
•Interior •Exterior
•Wallpapering
•Wall Washing
FREE ESTIMATES

Painting & Decorating

STEVEN COLLINS

Hogan Plumbing Inc.

•Interior & Exterior Painting
•Water Damage •Exterior Dry Rot
•Carpentry •Staining
•Moldings & Repairs

630-393-7660

PAINTING & HOME REPAIRS

In area since 1990 • Non-Smoking

Painting & Decorating

Painting & Decorating

Custom Interior & Exterior Painting
Drywall Installation & Repair
Exterior Board Replacement
Light Carpentry ~ Deck Staining
Color Consults & Design Services

630-664-1965 • mycolonialpainting.com

CALL 630-605-3370

Painting & Decorating

Painting & Decorating

paintwork.nick@gmail.com
Licensed / Insured

VALDAS PAINTING
& DECORATING
•
•
•
•
•

Interior & Exterior
Drywall Repairs
Wallpaper Removal
Power Washing
Inexpensive & Reliable

Call 630-544-8259
Crossword Answers

Serving the community since 1961

Remodeling
CROCKETT CONSTRUCTION

10% off

FREE ESTIMATES

hoganplumbing.com

Thinking of Remodeling?

WINTER
DISCOUNT

Local Hinsdale Refs•Licensed & Insured•FREE Estimates

Service Division

630-291-0224

CALL STEVE 630-968-5593

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Carpentry, Drywall Installation, Wallpaper Removal
Wall/Ceilings & Taping Repair, Painting, Masonry, Stucco,
Plaster, Cedar Siding, Soffit & Trim, Carpentry Repair

Plumbing

Is this your license plate?

provides Design, Materials &
Installation; on time and within budget

•Kitchens •Bathrooms •Additions
•Basements •Decks •Pergolas
Office: 708-301-8522
Showroom: 815-304-5012
Est. 1994

A+ rating

Insured

crockettconstructioncorp.com

Restoration

greg’s restoration inc.
Masonry Restoration & Tuckpointing

call 773-814-6430
•Masonry restoration •Brick Work
•tuckpointing •grinding •caulking
•sealing •lintel repairs
•parapet reBuild •and More...
Licensed • Bonded • Insured
gregs24h7@yahoo.com

Visit Us On Facebook

Yes, I’m a real Hinsdalean!

Is this your license plate?
Does it belong to someone you know?

YES, I’m a real Hinsdalean!
Today’s picture is at:

_________________________________

The owner of this car is a winner of an
Ultimate Car Wash
compliments of Fuller’s and The Hinsdalean.
Call 630-323-4422
to claim your prize.
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Name:__________________________________
Address:___________________________

___________________________

Send your answer to: The Hinsdalean
7 W. First St., Hinsdale, Il. 60521
or email: tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
One winner will be chosen monthly from all correct
entries and receive a Fuller’s Ultimate Car Wash gift card.
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Restoration

McBrearty Restoration
Masonry - Stucco - Siding

• Chimney Repair • Stone Work • Brick Work
• Tuckpointing • Caulking • Dryvit Repairs
• Stucco Recoating • Blue Stone Patios • Brick Pavers
• Retaining Walls • Outdoor Fireplaces
Andrew McBrearty, President

630-335-5877

mcbreartyrestorations@gmail.com

www.mcbreartyrestorations.com

Snow Blower Repair

Child Care
Provider
GRANDMA’S Babysitting
Evenings, weekends and
overnights. References avail.
Family member of long-time
Hinsdale resident. Very familiar with area.
Call 224-577-6000

Household Help
Provider
GRACE’S HOME CLEANING
35 years experience
1 am a crew of one.
Call 815-342-7916

PAYNE

Resp., honest, trustworthy,
hardworking woman
looking for houses to clean.
20 years experience
Call: 708-336-9725

Snow Blower Repair,
Lawn Mower & Garden Tractors

Irish Woman will babysit
or house clean. Mon-Fri.
Excellent references.
Call Bridie 630-696-1567

Small Engine Inc.

Pick-up and Delivery
Service Available!

Call
630-325-0357

Snow Removal

Call E.W.
SCHRAMM, Inc.

For All Your Landscape
and Maintenance Needs

• Spring Clean-up • Gutter Cleaning
• SNOW PLOWING •

Free Estimates

630-655-2646

Tree Service

WINTER SAVINGS
tandmtreeserve@att.net
Serving DuPage County for 11 Years

T & M TREE SERVICE

• Tree Trimming • Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding • Shrub Removal

CALL TODD 630-303-4641

Cemetery Lots
BRONSWOOD CEMETERY
LOT FOR SALE
Lot 51, grave site 10,
section G. $8,500.00
Call 513-490-4195

Wanted To Buy
FREON WANTED:
We buy old refrigerants:
R11, R12, R113 & more!
Quick, local pickup & dropoff
available.
Call 312-500-8266,
RefrigerantFinders.com

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Legal Notices

HINSDALE WINE SHOP
Wine Club & Sales Person
Seeking part-time sales person available 20-30 hours per
wk. Must be 21 years old.
Stop by the shop at 12
E. Hinsdale Ave or email
Sean@hinsdale
wineshop.com

KRAMER FOODS
Now Hiring for
various positions.
Apply at Kramer Foods
16 Grant Square, Hinsdale

Legal Notice

MEDSPA INJECTOR
Private, established medical practice with a medspa
located in the Hinsdale medical center is searching for
an established injector looking to take their business to
the next level.
This position would be a
ground up with the potential
to build to limitless heights.
Candidate must have excellent people skills, grit, and
drive to be successful. Facility
has equipment, supplies and
support staff.
Email resume to:
jsirois@paincarehelp.com

DECORATING SERVICES
Home Redesign & Staging
Free 1 hour consultation.
CALL 630-822-6498
Interior Expressions
Home Staging & Design

Medical practice located in
Hinsdale looking for parttime high school student to
help data entry.
Hours are flexible.
Email your resume to:
jsirois@paincarehelp.com
HINSDALE MOBIL
Salary up to $15 per hour
depending on shift.
Please contact Aslam at
Hinsdale Mobil,
8 Chicago Ave., Hinsdale

Home
Decorating

Real Estate
EARN $15,000 - $40,000
OVER 5 YEARS
#1 Hunting Lease
Company In America.
Customize your contract.
Call Base Camp Leasing
(888) 871-1982

Houses For
Rent
SE HINSDALE HOME
3 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths,
2 car garage, garden shed.
Updated fixtures, ample closets, pantry, laundry room, eatin kitchen. $2800/month.
CALL 312-307-8030.

GENERAL OFFICE- $20/hour

Hometown
In town
Neighborhood
Scoops
Delivered free
All Hinsdale
Local
Each Thursday
At your door
News

LifeQuotes.com
8205 S. Cass Ave, Darien

READ
IT
AND
REAP!

If we ever forget that we are
One Nation Under God, then
we will be a nation gone under.
Ronald Reagan

Adult Care Provider

ADULT CARE PROVIDER
Skilled caregiver with years
of experience can provide
quality care for your loved ones
in the safety of their home.

Medical background & excellent local refs.

Reasonable Rates!

CALL 773-537-8886
Help Wanted
Darien-based LifeQuotes.com
seeks friendly, well-groomed students
with MS Word and Excel skills
to work in our executive offices in Darien.
We offer flex days and hours plus this
Fintech experience will help build your resume.

Apply in person 9-5 weekdays.

Sealed bids for the 2022
Door Hardware Work, Walker
Elementary School, Clarendon
Hills, Illinois will be received
by the Board of Education,
Community
Consolidated
School District 181, Clarendon
Hills, DuPage County, Illinois
at the District Offices for
Community
Consolidated
School District 181 located at 115 West 55th Street,
Clarendon Hills, DuPage
County, Illinois, until 3:30 P.M.
prevailing time on March 3,
2022. Bids will be opened and
read aloud at that time.
The work is to be performed in
accordance with the proposed
Contract Documents as prepared by Healy Bender Patton
& Been Architects, 4040
Helene Avenue, Naperville,
Illinois. The proposed Contract
Documents may be obtained
by request to the Architect.
Upon receipt of a completed
Registered Plan Holder Record
form and a Bidding Documents
License Agreement, prospective bidders will become registered plan holders. During
the bidding period, the office
of the Architect will send project addenda, clarifications,
and other project information
to registered plan holders via
the email address(es) listed on the Registered Plan
Holder Record on file at the
Architect’s office.
These proposed Contract
Documents may be studied at
the office of the Architect or at
the following locations:
Contractors Association of
Will and Grundy Counties
Plan Room
233 N. Springfield Avenue,
Joliet, Illinois
These documents may also
be viewed online at
Dodge Data & Analytics
internet site at
www.construction.com.
Bids will be received on
General
Contract
Work,
including all trades.
BIDDER RESPONSIBILITY
Each Bidder must satisfactorily complete the Bidder
Responsibility
process
described in Section 01 00
00 -Bidder Responsibility
Criteria of the Project Manual
by providing the required
Documents.
The required Documents must
be delivered along with the
bidder’s sealed bid at the
same place and time required
for the bid. Contents of each
bidder’s Responsibility Criteria
Documents will be available
for public review.

The Hinsdalean • February 17, 2022 • Page 35

VILLAGE POSTING BOARD
CLASSIFIED • SERVICE DIRECTORY • LEGAL NOTICES

Legal Notices

Public Notices

Public Notices

The Bidder Responsibility
Documents will be reviewed
by the Owner and Architect to
determine the lowest responsible Bidder.

CERTIFICATE NO. 78528
was filed in the office of the
County Clerk of DuPage
County on January 25, 2022
wherein the business firm of
PLEASANT HILL PLAZA
Located at 26W213-26W233
Geneva Road, Wheaton, IL.
60187 was registered; that the
true or real name or names of
the person or persons owning
the business, with their respective post office address(es), is/
are as follows: Doris Tullar,
1167 Chillem Dr., Batavia, IL.
60510.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I
have hereunto set my hand
and Official Seal at my office
in Wheaton, Illinois, this 25th
day of January, A.D. 2022.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

CERTIFICATE NO. 78533
was filed in the office of the
County Clerk of DuPage
County on January 27, 2022
wherein the business firm of
PICTURE YOUR PETS
Located at 41 White Birch
Lane, Westmont, IL. 60559
was registered; that the true
or real name or names of the
person or persons owning the
business, with their respective
post office address(es), is/are
as follows: Felicia Banys, 41
White Birch Lane, Westmont,
IL. 60559.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I
have hereunto set my hand
and Official Seal at my office
in Wheaton, Illinois, this 27th
day of January, A.D. 2022.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
February 10, 17 & 24, 2022.

Published in The Hinsdalean
February 10, 17 & 24, 2022.

CERTIFICATE NO. 78557
was filed in the office of the
County Clerk of DuPage
County on February 10, 2022
wherein the business firm of
YOUR INFAMOUS
Located at 132 Indian Drive,
Clarendon Hills, IL. 60514 was
registered; that the true or real
name or names of the person or persons owning the
business, with their respective post office address(es), is/
are as follows: Andrew Domin,
132 Indian Dr., Clarendon
Hills, IL. 60514; Sara Domin,
132 Indian Dr., Clarendon
Hills, IL. 60514.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I
have hereunto set my hand
and Official Seal at my office
in Wheaton, Illinois, this 10th
day of February, A.D. 2022.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

CERTIFICATE NO. 78550
was filed in the office of the
County Clerk of DuPage
County on February 7, 2022
wherein the business firm of
ROOTED THERAPY
SERVICES
Located at 478 Pennsylvania
Ave., Glen Ellyn, IL. 60137
was registered; that the true
or real name or names of the
person or persons owning the
business, with their respective
post office address(es), is/are
as follows: Amanda Summers,
29 Circle Ave., Wheaton, IL.
60187.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I
have hereunto set my hand
and Official Seal at my office in
Wheaton, Illinois, this 7th day
of February, A.D. 2022.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
February 17, 24 &
March 3, 2022.

Published in The Hinsdalean
February 17, 24 &
March 3, 2022.

Each bid must be accompanied by a Bid Guarantee
in the form of a Bid Bond,
Certified Check or Bank Draft
in an amount equal to not
less than ten percent (10%),
of the bid and made payable
to Community Consolidated
School District 181, 115 West
55th Street, Clarendon Hills,
DuPage County, Illinois. No
bid shall be withdrawn for a
period of thirty (30) days after
the bids opening date without the consent of the Owner.
Checks or drafts of unsuccessful bidders will be returned as
soon as practical after opening
and checking the bids.
Successful bidder must provide a Performance Bond and
a Labor and Material Payment
Bond in the full amount of
the Contract, acceptable to the
Owner. This Contract is subject to the Illinois Prevailing
Wage Act (820 ILCS 130/1
et.seq.).
The Owner reserves the right
to reject any or all bids and to
waive any informalities in bidding. Contact Mike Duggan,
Facilities Coordinator at (630)
688-4926 to make arrangements to visit the sites.
BOARD OF EDUCATION
COMMUNITY
CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL
DISTRICT 181
CLARENDON HILLS,
DUPAGE CO., ILLINOIS
Dated this 17th day of
February 2022.
Published in The Hinsdalean
February 17, 2022.
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Equal Housing
It is the intent and goal of this
newspaper to have each
advertiser who wishes to place
a covered advertisement in
the newspaper comply with
the Fair Housing laws. Any
advertisement which is perceived to contain language
contrary to these laws will be
rejected or changed to remove
the offending reference. There
may be situations where it is
not clear whether particular
language is objectionable.
Such advertisements should
be referred to a supervisor for
consideration and determination. Under certain circumstances, advertisers may
claim that because of the
nature of the housing being
advertised, they are not subject to the Fair Housing laws.
Such claims are irrelevant for
purposes of considering
advertisements for publication
in this newspaper. Every
housing advertisement published in this newspaper is
subject to the Fair Housing
laws.
Freedom is the open window
through which pours the sunlight of the human spirit and
human dignity. Herbert Hoover
America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we
falter and lose our freedoms, it
will be because we destroyed
ourselves. Abraham Lincoln
America was not built on fear.
America was built on courage,
on imagination and an unbeatable determination to do the
job at hand. Harry S Truman
The cost of freedom is always
high, but Americans have always paid it. And one path we
shall never choose, and that is
the path of surrender, or submission.
John F. Kennedy

MIND GAMES
1
4
8
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
21
22
23
26
27
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53

ACROSS
FINE, TO NASA
“MISERY” STAR JAMES
GARBAGE BARGE
-- -MO (REPLAY SPEED)
TAJ MAHAL CITY
OCEAN MOTION
SUNBATHER’S GOAL
INSECT ORGAN
OKLAHOMA CITY
PATSY CLINE SONG
SHOE WIDTH
LITTLE RASCAL
BRILLIANCE
6 ON A PHONE
GAIETY
“DREAM ON!”
GINORMOUS
FLINTSTONES’ PET
ABOLISH
CURSE
SUMMONED WITH A
BEEPER
FRENZIED
JEWEL
WORDS OF EMPATHY
MADE INTO LUMBER
DRESCHER OR TARKENTON
TV SCHEDULE ABBR.
CURRIER’S PARTNER
PLANE-RELATED
DEBUSSY’S “LA --”
ANTITOXINS
LINCOLN IN-LAW
FARM PEN

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
19
20
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
31
32
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44

ANSWERS TO TODAY’S CROSSWORD CAN BE FOUND IN THE CLASSIFIEDS.

DOWN
WINE REGION
NORWEGIAN SAINT
HAWAIIAN COAST
PILL VARIETY
MARBLE TYPE
WOODY’S SON
TAKING A SIESTA
PRECIPITOUS
TITLE AKIN TO POTUS
“GARFIELD” DOG
MARRIES
PIECE OF LETTUCE
“AS I SEE IT,”
VIA TEXT
HEARING THING
HIT CBS SERIES
COVER
BLEND
PEAR-SHAPED FRUIT
FRENCH ARTICLE
AFFIRMATIVE
ACTION?
ADIPOSE TISSUE
SLIGHTLY WET
CHUM
ANISE-FLAVORED
LIQUEUR
HIGH-IQ GROUP
SENTRY
EGYPTIAN DEITY
TOP CHOICE, FOR
SHORT
PITCHER
CRUNCHY COOKIE
$ DISPENSERS
“YEAH, RIGHT”
NOT EVEN ONE

A

S

N

U

S

D

W

O

E

K

R

U

February 2022 Horoscopes • Week 4

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Life may seem surreal
this week as your subconscious seems to be
guiding many of your
decisions, Capricorn. Go
CAPRICORN with the flow for the time
being.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
It is a good idea to connect with your friends
while you can, Aquarius.
You may not have an opportunity for some time,
so reach out and make a
AQUARIUS plan to get together.

ARIES

TAURUS

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, certain personal
goals may need your
attention at this time. Rearrange your priorities for
the next few days.

PISCES

GEMINI

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
A sense of adventure
compels you to travel to
a new destination, Aries.
You may have something
in mind or you can throw
a dart at the map and enjoy the trip.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Don’t be surprised if relationships seem a little
more intense than normal, Taurus. Everyone is
a little keyed up and the
extra energy is on display
in daily interactions.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
People could play important roles in your life
right now, Gemini. Partnerships are especially
fortuitous. After all, two
minds are better than one
for problem-solving.

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, there’s much productivity this week as you
find yourself thrust into yet
another project. Once you
sail through it, things will
calm down.

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, this week you are
invited to enjoy yourself.
Feel free to live life as
much as you can for as
long as you can. Plan
a retreat with a special
someone.

LIBRA

SCORPIO

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, this may be a busy
week for you, so take a few
moments each morning to
center yourself and focus
your energy before you
dive in to your list of tasks.

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Money has been on your
mind for some time, Scorpio. Figure out ways that
you can increase your income — if only temporarily.
Once you catch up on bills,
you can relax.

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Try to be as efficient as
Sagittarius, you will likely
possible to save time
be deep in your feelings
and money in the days
this week, exploring many
ahead, Virgo. See where
different emotions. It can
you
can
streamline
be tiring, so find some acthings and find ways to
SAGITTARIUS tivities to give your brain a
conserve your resourcbreak.
es.
FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY
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SPORTS
HEADED TO STATE

RESULTS
Basketball, boys
Feb. 15 vs. York
V wins 50-46
Oosterbaan, 16 points
Eck, 13 points
Quast, 7 points
Phillips, 5 points
Yaeger, 5 points
Collignon, 4 points
Feb. 11 @ LT
V loses 53-60
Feb. 10 vs. Glenbard
West
V loses 26-44

Basketball, girls
Feb. 14 @ IHSA
regional
vs. Morton (semifinal)
V wins 66-25
Monyek, 20 points
Sheehan, 12 points
Howe, 10 points
Sarros. 9 points
McLaughlin, 6 points
Qiu, 5 points
Dolan, 4 points

Bowling, girls
Feb. 12 @ IHSA sectional
Andersen, 47th, 949
Hockey
Feb. 15 vs. Notre
Dame
V wins 3-2
Devine, goal, assist
Hadesman, goal
Haggard, goal
Cook, 2 assists
Ritter, assist

Introducing...
COM

Differ
ent na
don’t
mes
sound
as sw
eet
MENTAR
Y

Ryndak, assist
Feb. 12 @ Maine
V loses 2-3
Feb. 11 @ Glenbard
V wins 4-3
Wrestling
Feb. 11-12 @ IHSA
indiv. sectional
132 pounds
Tavoso, 1st
220 pounds
Ivanisevic, 2nd

Members of the Hinsdale Central girls gymnastics team and
wrestling team will represent Red Devil Nation at their respective IHSA state finals this week.
Central senior gymnast Kelly Klobach will compete in the allaround, and junior teammate Charlotte French will compete
in the uneven bars Friday and Saturday, Feb. 18-19, at Palatine
High School.
Central junior wrestler Cody Tavoso will compete at 132
pounds, and sophomore teammate Marko Ivanisevic will compete at 220 pounds Thursday to Saturday, Feb. 17-19, at the
State Farm Center in Champaign
Good luck Devils!
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The 2021 Hinsdale Assembly Board gratefully acknowledges the generous support from the following families and businesses.
These donations complete The Hinsdale Assembly Board’s two-year commitment to help fund Hinsdale Hospital’s Behavioral Health Services program.

~ Patrons ~

AxB Interiors
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Richard Bots
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas William Brady
Mr. and Mrs. John Michael Callahan
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Cashman
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony David Cecchini
Mr. and Mrs. Brian C. Chung
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Crouthamel
Mrs. Thomas Patrick Dorrance
Mr. and Mrs. James Dugan
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Dugan
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Excell III
Dr. and Mrs. Francis Facchini
Ms. Carolyn Burger and Mr. Frederik Geiersbach
Mr. and Mrs. J. Scott Gillman

Mr. Matthew James Goebel
Mrs. Robert J. Guido
Mrs. A. William Haarlow III
Mr. and Mrs. William Noble Haarlow
Hinsdale Dental**
Kenna Builders
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bryant Kisluk
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Klein
Mr. and Mrs. William Henry Lagor III
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Girard Mavon III
Mr. and Mrs. Charles McCain
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Richard McClear
Mr. and Mrs. Richard McClear
Dawn McKenna Group
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Andrew Melkus

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Joseph Ambrose
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Robert Bailey
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Boyle
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Scott Castellon
Drs. Leslie Besecke and Anish Chatterjee
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Conboy
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Patrick Costello

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Donald Craig
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Patrick Crannell
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Richard Gerami
Mr. and Mrs. John Layton Hester
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Vizard Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Ryan Martinath
Mavco Insurance Agency*

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome B. Austriaco
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew F. Breslin
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas A. Collias
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Joseph Costello
Mr. and Mrs. James Draddy Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Garver
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Gillman
Hawbecker & Garver LLC

Hinsdale Bank & Trust Company**
Hinsdale Racquet Club
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt A. Kinsey
Mrs. Thomas Daniel Ostrowski
Dr. John Lombardi and Dr. Eliza Parker
Precision Stone Design

~ Benefactors ~

~ Donors ~

~ Contributors ~

Mr. and Mrs. Terrence J. Andrews
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Beatty
Bella Cosa Jewelers*
Mr. Cuyler B. Berwanger
Bukés Salon Spa**
Mr. and Mrs. George Burgess
Casey’s Market*
Ms. Donna E. Cecchini
CHT Orthodontics*
Donatelli & Coules, Ltd. **
Mr. Michael J. Facchini
Mr. and Mrs. Duane Forst
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gaffigan

Mr. and Mrs. Michael James Gale
Mr. John P. Goebel
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Goken
Dr. and Mrs. George Hodakowski
Mr. Kenneth E. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Howard R. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Craig J. Lillibridge
Mr. and Mrs. Brendan Lynch
Mr. and Mrs. Philip G. Mavon, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Meredith
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Michaels
Mr. and Mrs. Mark John Misicko

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bauer
Mr. and Mrs. Mark F. Berlin
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald W. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Cecchini
Mr. and Mrs. Abhay Chatterji
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cicciarelli
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Comstock
The Honorable and Mrs. John Countryman
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Ferguson
Ms. Mary C. Fitzgerald
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Forst
Fruit Store
Drs. Girgis & Associates, S.C. *

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gottschalk
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Hangsterfer
Reverend Elizabeth Marsh and Ms. Marcia Hayes
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Irwin
Mr. David B. Kreischer
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Lange
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Beda Lohrer
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McCleary
Mrs. William B. McCain
Dr. and Mrs. Michael G. McDermott
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Morgan
Mr. and Mrs. Felix A. Owens
Ms. Laura Parise

~ Friends ~

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Nasharr
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony A. Neri
Mr. and Mrs. William Oleferchik
Ms. Kimberly Harte and Mr. Mark Ostrowski
Packaging Design Corporation*
Mr. Frederick Paulman
Ms. Marni Paulman
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Pierce
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Drew Seligmann
Mr. and Mrs. Mickey Lee Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel James Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Braden Nicholas Waverley
Mr. and Mrs. James Hardy Welch
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Louis Widtfeldt
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Warren Merz
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mittelstadt
Mr. and Mrs. Lorenzo Munoz
Mr. and Mrs. James Anthony Owens
Mr. and Mrs. William Hasson Ritchie III
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Herschell Schwab
Dr. Rachel Cuadros and Mr. Glenn Steigbigel

Ms. Effie L. Richert
SavWay Fine Wine & Spirits**
Ms. Jeanette B. Schacht
Smallcakes Cupcakery Western Springs
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Smithson
Sullivan Funeral Home
Mr. and Mrs. John White

Ms. Jacqueline L. Parrillo
Miss Ava Catherine Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Porter
Ms. Ann B. Pugh
Razny Jewelers
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin G. Rezabek
Ms. Carol Stewart
Sweet William*
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Van Houtte
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin W. Willer
Ms. Mary D. Willer
Mr. and Mrs. Dale G. Wills
Mr. Brett Zibowski

Dr. Cynthia Ragland
Mr. Edward C. Rasmussen
Ms. Megan C. Renehan
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Rose
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Francis Ruzic
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Salamino
Ms. Elizabeth Sieger
Mrs. Patrick R. Shutack
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Stopka
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Sullivan
Mr. John M. Welch
Ms. Kirsten Ruzic Wild
Ms. Constance M. Wroblewski

**Denotes 10 or more years supporting the Hinsdale Assembly |*Denotes 5 or more years supporting the Hinsdale Assembly
Thank you for all donations received after the printing deadline.
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SPORTS
Allen reaches NFL’s pinnacle with Rams
Continued from Page 42
know a week before the game
that he had a ticket with his
name on it. The experience,
he said, was gripping.
“The last five minutes
or so of the game, it could
have gone either way for
sure,” said White, an assistant football coach at Butler
University.
When it finally went the
Rams’ way, the party was on.
“We were going crazy,” he
said. “I saw the confetti flying
around, and my jaw dropped
for like 20 straight minutes
just staring at the field.”
John Allen said the stress
was all he could handle.
“I was exhausted from all
the worrying. I felt like I could
have slept at the stadium,” he
said.
Leslie was one proud mom.
“I had a smile on my face
and I don’t think I could take
it off,” she said on Monday. “I
still have a smile on my face.”
And their victorious son’s
reaction once the game was
in hand? He was tending to
some self-care.
“I actually started cramping
pretty good on the drive that
we scored on,” Allen related.
“I was with the trainers trying
to stop the cramping with ice
and shots.
“Believe it or not I didn’t
even know we had won the
game until they told me I had
to go back out to take a knee
(and run out the clock),” he
continued.
Nothing like the biggest
win of one’s career to help
the healing process. Allen
said he made sure to keep

Brian Allen’s ascent to becoming a Super Bowl champion
with the Rams began in town with the Hinsdale Falcons
and the Hinsdale Central Red Devils before a standout
hydrating at the post-game
celebrations.
The Michigan State
University alum became
the starting center for 2019
campaign only to suffer a
season-ending knee injury in
Week 10. His ability to return
to the physical level required
in the NFL was uncertain.
White was not surprised at
Allen’s restorative power,
knowing the depth of his
commitment and resilience.
“He deserves all the success
that comes his way,” he said.

“He prepares at an elite level.
It’s no secret why he’s successful as a football player. I
was just happy to be part of
his day and be there to support him.”
Leslie expressed gratitude
for the coaches and teammates that have come alongside her son throughout his
development.
“I’ve very thankful for
all those that have had an
impact on his life,” she said.
That would include Rams’
offensive lineman Andrew

Allen was a three-year starter for the Devils, part of a class of gridiron talents that featured several future D-1 players. On the Rams, Allen plays
Page 40 • February 17, 2022 • The Hinsdalean

collegiate career at Michigan State University. He was
also a state champion wrestler. (Photos courtesy of Los
Angeles Rams, Leslie Allen)
Whitworth, this year’s Walter
Payton Man of the Year winner, who opened his home
to his young transplanted
teammate.
“He has a workout facility at his house (that Brian
has used), and he’ll even
have him over for Easter or
Christmas,” Leslie related.
Allen said forging a bond
with newly acquired veteran
Stafford was pretty seamless.
“He’s a great guy, just really
easy to work with,” he said.
“Just the wisdom he’s gained

over his career is invaluable.
He gets everyone in the right
spots and runs the audible
really savvy.
“We definitely couldn’t
have done it without him,”
Allen added.
Entering free agency,
Allen’s future path isn’t
mapped out. But he’ll soon
have a new ring to mark one
unforgettable point in his
journey.
“It doesn’t seem real,” he
said. “It was fun.”

alongside guard David Edwards, a graduate of Downers North, whose
high school years overlapped with Allen’s. “Small world,” Allen said.

HINSDALE WATER POLO CLUB
• One training group for the spring session: Ages 14 & Under
• Focus on fundamentals and learning the basics of water
polo. Players should be comfortable swimming and treading
in deep water for at least 20-30 minutes without rest.
• Introduces competitive team skills to prepare for competition against local club teams.
• Offers a fun learning environment for all skill levels
• Practices held at the brand new Hinsdale Central High
School pool

Spring session 3/3 - 5/12 – We hope to see you there!
HEAD COACH: BROGAN O’DOHERTY
CoachBroganHWPC@gmail.com

For more info

HEAD ADMINISTRATOR: CHUCK GENOAR
HinsdaleWPC@Gmail.com

www.Hinsdalewaterpolo.com

Follow us on Instagram! @hinsdalewaterpoloclub

The Hinsdalean • February 17, 2022 • Page 41

SPORTS

Hinsdale’s Brian Allen
holds the Lombardi
Trophy with L.A. Rams’
offensive line coach
Kevin Carberry. Allen
celebrates the Super
Bowl win with former
Red Devil teammates
Ian Bunting (from left),
Jacob White and Max
Hartzman. Allen and
brothers Matt and
Jack soaked in the
postgame glory and
parents John and
Leslie also joined in
the fun. (photos provided)
n

“I had a smile on my face and I don’t think I could take it off.
I still have a smile on my face.” — Leslie Allen

Allen reaches NFL’s peak with Rams
Former Central standout bounces back from injury to help team win Super Bowl
By Ken Knutson
kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

Super Bowl Champion!
Hinsdale’s Brian Allen said
that truth still seems surreal even
days after the Los Angeles Rams’
starting center and his teammates
earned the title Sunday with a
23-20 win over the Cincinnati
Bengals at SoFi Stadium in
Inglewood, Calif.
“It still hasn’t sunk in yet. I’m
kind of just in a disbelief,” Allen
said Wednesday morning as he
readied for the victory parade
through the city’s downtown.
The outcome was in question
until the closing minutes, when
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Rams quarterback Matthew
Stafford led the offense on a
15-play drive culminating in a
go-ahead touchdown pass to star
receiver Cooper Kupp
with 1:25 remaining.
“I’m thankful we were giving
Matt enough time to throw the
ball,” Allen remarked. “One thing
kind of led to another. It ended up
working out.”
The defense then did its part,
thwarting the Bengals’ ensuing
drive. The Lombardi Trophy
would stay in Southern California.
High above in upper deck seats
in the Rams’ end zone. Allen’s parents, Leslie and John, his brothers
Jack and Matt, and several former

Red Devil teammates exulted.
“We would have preferred for it
not to be as close,” John quipped,
referencing a missed extra point
earlier in the game that became
more significant as time wore on.
Leslie admitted to a superstitious
streak, feeling that losing the coin
toss was a good sign, and then
compelling the group to switch
seats when the Rams’ fortunes
were slumping.
“It seemed like it worked,” she
said.
It was Allen’s second Super Bowl
as a Ram. He was a rookie backup
three years ago when the team lost
13-3 to the New England Patriots.
This time around was sweeter for

so many reasons.
“I didn’t really play too much in
the first one,” he related, saying he
had to fight some pregame butterflies. “I definitely had to tell myself
that I have to calm down.”
Having the Rams’ home stadium
serve as the host venue was convenient, although that can also make
it harder to focus, Allen noted.
“It was kind of just going through
a normal week at home, but with a
little bit more media coverage,” he
said with understatement.
Friend and fellow Hinsdale
Central class of 2014 mate Jacob
White was all in when Allen let him
Please turn to Page 40

Life’s too short for Ordinary...
Unlock Extraordinary

Spring market means warm weather is right around the corner. Don’t miss out
$2,950,000
340 s. cottage hill ave. Elmhurst
Graciously set on one of Elmhurst’s largest estate lots on coveted Cottage Hill Avenue. Rich in history, this exclusive
Mediterranean estate was custom built in 1929. More recently, with no expense spared, this iconic estate was exquisitely
remodeled, expanded and reimagined in 2004. New life was breathed in to rival the best of new builds in flow and
function for today’s buyer. The most recognized Elmhurst home built to echo the 1929 Hollywood lifestyle offers an
expansive front lawn, bluestone walkways and patios, gorgeous front entrance framed by climbing clementis, mature
trees, boxwoods and perennials galore. Completely renovated pool and spa, covered terrace with outdoor fireplace,
gazebo and extensive gardens are your views. Once inside the 7000+SF Mansion, the real journey begins. Built for
entertainment, the first floor offers a dramatic foyer entry, grand formals, English pub, impressive custom Amish
gourmet kitchen and spectacular views from every window. All en-suite bedrooms, including a luxurious master suite
with an unparalleled spa bath, full finished basement, seven fireplaces and 4 car garage. This centrally located estate
just steps from award-winning blue-ribbon schools, parks, town and train should not be missed.

chris@chrispequet.com
630.327.5175
© 2021 Jameson Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty Logo are service marks licensed to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC and used with permission. Jameson Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the
Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Any services or products provided by independently owned and operated franchisees are not provided by, affiliated with or related to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC nor any of
its affiliated companies.
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OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY THE 20TH 1-3PM

5638 WASHINGTON , DOWNERS GROVE
Perfection top to bottom! Absolutely everything todays buyer wants.
Come see for yourself!! | $929,000

Kim LotKa

630.533.8800
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